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HE Text relating to fomething going 


* before, muſt carry our Eye back to the 
Xx N thirteenth Verſe, where we ſhall find, 
k KW of that the Thing, of which theſe Words 
are affirmed, is Wiſdom: A Name by 
which the Spirit of Gop was here pleaſed to expreſs 
to us Religion, and thereby to tell the World, what 
before it was not aware ef, and perhaps will not 
yet believe, that thoſe two great Things that ſo 
engroſs the Defires and Deſigns of both the nohler 
and ignobler Sort of Mankind, are to be found in 
Religion; namely, Wiſdom and Pleaſure; and 
that the former is the direct Way to the latter, as 
Religion ig to hb. 


=” A SERMON on 
Tur Pleaſure is Man's chiefeſt Good, (be- 
cauſe indeed it is the Perception of Good that is 
properly Pleaſure) is an Aſſertion moſt certainly 
true, though under the common Acceptance of 
it, not only falfe, but odious: For according to 
this, Pleaſure and Senſuality paſs for Terms equi- 
valent; and therefore, he that takes it in this 
Senſe, alters the Subject of the Diſcourſe. Sen- 
ſuality is indeed a Part, or rather one Kind of 
Pleaſure, ſuch an one as it is: For Pleaſure in 
general, is the conſequent Apprehenſion of a 
fuitable Object, ſuitably apply'd to a rightly diſ- ? 
fed Faculty; and fo muſt be converſant both 
about the Faculties of the Body, and of the Soul 
reſpectively; as being the Reſult of the Fruitions | 
ET XXX 


Now amongſt thoſe many Arguments, uſed to 
prefs upon Men the Exerciſe of Religion, I know # 
none that are like to be ſo ſucceſsful, as thoſe that 
anſwer, and remove the Prejudices that generally 
poſſeſs, and bar up the Hearts of Men againſt it : 
Amongſt which, there is none fo prevalent in | 

Truth, though fo little owned in Pretence, as 
that it is an Enemy to Mens Pleaſures, that it be- 
reaves them of all the Sweets of Converſe, dooms | 
them to an abfurd and perpetual Melancholy, 
defigning to make the World nothing elfe but a | 
great Monaſtery. With which Notion of Reli- 
gion, Nature and Reaſon feems to have great 
Cauſe to be diſſatisfied. For ſince Gop never | 
ll created any Faculty, either in Soul or Body, but} 
li withall prepared for it a ſuitable Object, and that 
if in order to its Gratification; can we think that 1 
Religion was deſign'd only for a Contradiction WM = 
to Nature? And with the greateſt and moſt irra- 
tional Tyranny in the World to tantalize and 
tie Men up from Enjoyment, in the — 
| all 


was 


Prov. iii. 17. 7 


all the Opportunities of Enjoyment? To place 

s Mien with che furious Affections of Hunger and 

y Thirſt in the very Boſom of Plenty; and then to 

f tell them, that the Envy of Providence has ſealed 
o up every Thing that is ſuitable under the Character 
of unlateful? For certainly, firſt to- frame Appe- 


is tites fit to receive Pleaſure, and then to interdict X 
them with a touch not, taſte not, can be Nothing 8 
of # elſe, than only to give them Occaſion to devour 
in and prey upon themſelves; and ſo to keep Men un- 


a der the perpetual Torment of an unfatishedDefire: 
f. A Thing hugely contrary to the natural Felicity of 
th the Creature, and conſequently to the Wiſdom and 
u! Goodneſs of the Great Creator. b 2 0 


ns #- >>: 43a >< : F n 
8 He therefore that would perſuade Men to Re- 
ligion, both with Art and Efficacy, muſt found the 
to Perſuaſion of it upon this, that it interferes. not 
with any rational Pleaſure, that it bids No- bod 


iat quit the Enjoyment of any one Thing that his 
ux; Reaſon can prove to him ought to be enjoyed. It 
it: is confeſſed, when through the croſs Circumſtances 
in of a Man's Temper or Condition, the Enjoyment 
as of a Pleaſure would certainly expoſe him to a greater 


de- Inconvenience, then Religion bids him quit it; 
ms that is, it bids him prefer the Endurance of a leſſer 
ly, | Evil before a greater; and Nature itſelf does no lefs. 


ta Religion therefore intrenches upon none of our 


eli- MZ Privileges, invades none of our Pleafures ; it may 
eat indeed ſometimes command us to change, but never 
ver totally to abjure them. 1 114-45 4 

but n ä . 3 
that Bur it is cafily foreſeen, that this Diſcourſe will 
that in the Beginning of it be encountered by an Argu- 
tion ment from Experience, and therefore not more ob- 
rra-vious than ſtrong; namely, that it cannot but be 


and the greateſt Trouble in the World for a Man thus 
t of {as it were) even to ſhake off himſelf, and to defy 


his 
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his Nature, „„ his innate 
Appetites and Deſires; Which yet is abſolutely ne- 
ceflary to a ſevere and impartial Proſecution of a 
— of Piety: Nay, and we have this aſſerted 
alſo, by the *. erdict of Chrift Himſelf, who ſtill 
makes the Diſciplines of Self-denial and the Croſs, 
thoſe terrible Blows to. Fleſh and Blood, the indif- ) 


penſable Requiſites to the Being of this Diſciples. 


All which being ſo, would not he that ſhould be fo i 
hardy as to attempt to perſuade Men to Piety from 
the Pleaſures of it, be liable to that invectiye Taunt 
from all Mankind, that the 7/raziites gave to Moſes; ii 
Milt thou put out the Eyes of this People? W ilt thou 
perſuade us out of our firſt Notions? Wilt thou 
demonſtrate, that there is any Delight in a Croſs, 
any Comfort in violent Ari ents, and which 
is the greateſt Paradox of all, 25 higheſt Plea- | 


ure is to abſtain from it? 


Fon Anſwer to a it a be confeſſed, that Z 
all Arguments whatſoever againſt Experience are 


fallacious; and therefore, in order to the clearing 


of the Aſſertion i ht: N premiſe _ two 


Conſiderations: 


1. Tur Pleaſure i is in e of it a re- 
Jative Thing, and ſo imports a peculiar Relation 
and Correſpondence to the State and Condition of 
the Perſon to whom it is a Pleaſure. For as thoſe 
who diſcourſe of Atoms, affirm," that there are 
Atoms of all Forms, ſome round, ſome triangular, 
ſome ſquare, and the like; all which are continu- 
ally in Motion, and never ſettle till they fall into ; 


a fit Circumſcription, or Place of the ſame Figure 


So there are the like great Diverſities of Minds rv) ; 
Objects. Whence it is, that this Object ftriking | 
upon a Mind thus or thus difpoſed, Ries off, and 


.zxebounds without making any Impreſſion; but the 
fame 
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Prov. iii. 17. 9 


: | ſame luckily happening upon another of a Diſpok- 


tion as it were framed for it, is preſently catch'd at, 
and greedily claſp'd into the neareſt Unions and 
Embraces. _ SRO 1 


2. T HE other Thing to be conſidered, is this: | 
That the Eſtate of all Men by Nature is more or 
leſs different from that Eſtate, into which the ſame 


| | Perſons do, or may paſs, by the Exerciſe of that. 


which the Philoſophers called Virtue, and into 


which Men are much more effectually and ſublimely 
XZ tranſlated. by that which we call Grace; that is, by 


the ſupernatural over-powering Operation of Gp 
Spirit. The Difference of which two Eftates con- 
ſiſts in this; that in the former the ſenſitive Appe- 
tites rule and domineer; in the latter the ſupreme 
Faculty of the Soul, call'd Reaſen, ſways the 
Sceptre, and acts the whole Man above the irregu- 


1 lar Demands of Appetite and Affection. 


Tax the Diſtinction between theſe two is not 
a mere Figment, framed only to ſerve an Hypo- 
theſis in Divinity; and that there is no Man but 
is really under one, before he is under the other, I 
{hall prove, by ſhewing a Reaſon why it is ſo, or 
rather indeed why it cannot but be fo. And it is 
this: Becauſe every Man in the Beginning of his 


Life, for ſeveral Years, is capable only of exerciſing 


his ſenſitive Faculties and Deſires, the Uſe of Rea- 


| | fon not ſhewing- itſelf *till about the ſeventh Year 


of his Age; and then at length but (as it were) 
dawning in very imperfect Eſſays and Diſcoveries. 
Now it being undeniably evident, that every Fa- 
culty and Power grows ſtronger and ſtronger by 
Exerciſe; is it any Wonder at all, when a Man 
for the Space of his firſt ſix Vears, and thoſe the 
Years of Ductility and Impreffion, has been wholly 
ruled by the Propenſions of Senſe, at that Age very 
bak enger 


10 ASEANMON en 
eager and impetuous; that then after all, his Rea- 


ſon beginning to put forth itſelf, finds the Man 


prepoſſeſſed, and under another Power? So that it 
has much ado, by many little Steps and gradual 
Conqueſts, to recover its Prerogative from the U- 
ſurpations of Appetite, and ſo to fubject the whole 


Man to its Dictates: The Difficulty of which is 


not conquered by ſome Men all their Days. And 
this is one true Ground of the Difference of a State 
of Nature, and a State of Grace, which ſome are 


pleaſed to ſcoff at in Divinity, who think that they 


_ 
Wo 


fute all they laugh at, not knowing that it may 
be ſolidly evinced/by mere Reaſon and Philoſophy. | 


uz two Conſiderations being premiſed. 
namely, that Pleaſure implies a Proportion and 
Agreement to the reſpeRive States and Conditions 
of Men; and that the State of Men by Nature is 


vaſtly different from the Eſtate into-which Grace 


or Virtue tranſplants them; all that Objection 
tÞvell'd againſt the foregoing Aﬀertion is very eaſily 
reſolvable. 3713 03 £19 r 2 1 * 2 N 


* * . 
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For there ie ne Doubt, but a Man, while he 
ie ne Doubt, a Man, w 1 


_ reſigns himſelf up to the brutiſh Guidance of Senſe 


and Appetite, has no Reliſh at all for the ſpiritua},' 
refined Delights of a Soul clarified” by Grace and 
Virtue, The Pleaſures of an Angel ean never be 
the Pleaſures of a Hog. But this is the Thing that 


7 we contend for; that a Man havin onee advanced! 


himſclf to a State of Superiority-over the Controll 
of his inferior Appetites, finds an infinitely more 
folid and ſublime Pleaſure-in the Delights proper to 
his Reaſon, than the ſame Perſon had ever eonveyed 
to him by the bare Miniſtry of his Senfes. His 
Taſte is abſolutely changed, and therefore that 
which pleaſed him formerly, becomes flat and in- 
ſipid to his Appetite, now grown more W 
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and ſevere, For as Age and Maturity: paſtes x real 


and a marvellous Change upon the Diet and Ne- 


creations of the fame Perſon; ſo that no Man at 


the Years and Vigour of Thirty, is either fond of 
Sugar plumbs or Rattles. In like Manner, when 
Reaſon, by the Aſſiſtance of Grace, has. prevailed 
over,, and out- grown the Encroachments of Senſe, 
the Delights of Senſuality are to ſuch an one but at 


an Hobby-horſe would be to a Counſellor of State; 


or as taſteleſs, as a Bundle of Hay to an hungry 
Lion. Every Alteration of a Man's Condition in- 
fallibly infers an Alteration of his Ploaſures. | 


| Tae Athenians laughed the Phyſiognomift to 
Scorn, who pretending to read Mens Minds in/their 
Foreheads, - deſcribed:Socrares for a crabbed, luſtful, 
proud, ill- natured Perſon; they Knowing how di- 
rectly contrary he was to that dirty Character, But 
Socrates bid them torbear laughing at the Man, for 
that he had given them a moſt exact Account of 
his Nature; but what they ſaw in him ſo contrary 
at the preſent, was from the Conqueſt that he had 
got over his natural Diſpoſition by Philoſophy. 
And now let any one oonſider, whether that Auger, 
that Revenge, that Wantonneſs and Ambition, that 
were the proper Pleaſures of Sorrates, under his na- 
tural Temper of crubbod, luſiful, and proud, could 


have at all affected or enamoured the Mind of the 


fame Socrutes, made gentle, chaſte, and humble 
by Philoſoph y). | 5 


AIs Tor EE ys, that were it poſſible to put 
a young Man's Eye into an old Man's Head, he 
would fee as plainly and clearly as the other; ſo 
couid we infuſe the Inelinations and Principles of a 
vir:uous- Perſon into him that proſecutes his De- 
bauches with the greateſt Keenneſs of Deſire, and 
Senſe of Delight, he would loath and reject them 

| " 


State of Virtue, is laborious, and conſequently irk- 


fore · mentioned Expreſſions of our Saviour do allude. 


domincering Appetites, and ſo chuſe to ſerve them 
for ever, only for thoſe poor, thin Gratifications of 
Senſuality that they are able to reward him with. 


the Serenity and fair Proſpect at the Top is ſuffici- 
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: 2s heartily as he now purſues them. Diogenes be- 


ing aſked at a Feaſt, why he did not continue eat- 
ing as the reſt did, anſwered him that aſked him 


with another Queſtion, pray why do you eat! 


Why, ſays he, for my Pleaſure: Why fo, ſays 
Diogenes, do I abſtain for my Pleaſure. And 
therefore the vain, the vicious, and luxurious Per- 
ſon argues at an high Rate of Inconſequence, when 
he makes his particular Deſires, the general Mea- 
ſure of other Mens Delights. But the Caſe is ſo 
plain, that I ſhall not upbraid any Man's Under- 
ſtanding, by endeavouring to give it any farther 
Illuſtration, 8 


ws a r 


Burr ſtill, after all, I muſt not deny that the 
Change and Paſſage from a State of Nature, to a 


ſome and unpleaſant: And to this it is, that all the 


But ſurely the Baſeneſs of one Condition, and the 
generous Excellency of the other, is a ſufficient 
Argument to induce any one to a Change. For ai 
no Man would think it a deſirable Thing, to pre- 
ſerve the Itch upon himſelf, only for the Pleaſure of 
Scratching, that attends that loathſome Diſtemper: 
So neither can any Man, that would be faithful to 
his Reaſon, yield his Ear to be bored through by his 


. 1!]1]§5èjꝝ ̃ͤ0D ᷑ ̃ OT — — HT: 
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The Aſcent up the Hill is hard and tedious, but 


ent to incite the Labour of undertaking it, and ta 
reward it being undertook, But the Difference of 


'- theſe two Conditions of Men, as the Foundation Ef 


of their different Pleaſures, being thus made out, Fr. 
to preis Men with Arguments to paſs ſrom one to 2 


* 15 
| $ : * 
4 «AS 4} S.&£ © \; . : 3 the 15 — 
« : E 


e of 
tion 
Out, 
e to 
the 


* 
Al 
CY 
— P y 


Prov. ii. 17. 13 
e other, is not directly in the Way or Deſign of 


* 


this Diſcourſe. 


YET before I come to declare poſitively the 
Pleaſures that are to be found in the Ways of Reli- 
gion, one of the grand Duties of which is ſtated 
upon Repentance z a Thing expreſſed to us by the 

im Names of Mortification, Crucifixion, and the 

ike: And that I may. not proceed only upon abſo- 
Jute Negations, without ſome Conceſhons; we will 
ſee, whether this ſo harſh, diſmal, and affrighting 
Duty of Repentance is ſo entirely Gall, as to admit 
of no Mixture, no Allay of Sweetneſs, to reconcile 
it to the Apprehenſions of Reafon and Nature. 


Now Repentance conſiſts properly of two 
Things: | 


1. SORROW for Sin. 
2. Chandk of Life. 
A Word briefly of them both. 
1. Anp firſt of Sorrow for Sin. Uſually the 


Sting of Sorrow is this, that it neither removes nor 
alters the Thing we forrow for; and fo is but a 
Kind of Reproach to our Reaſon, which will be 
ſure to accoſt us with this Dilemma. Either the 
Thing we ſorrow for, is to be remedied, or it is 
not: If it is, why then do we ſpend the Time in 
Mourning, which ſhould be ſpent in an active ap- 
plying of Remedies? But if it is not, then is our 
Sorrow vain and ſuperfluous, as tending to no real 
Effect. For no Man can weep his Father or his 

riend out of the Grave, or mourn himſelf out of 
a bankrupt Condition. But this ſpiritual Sorrow 
is effectual to one of the greateſt and higheſt Pur- 

Vor. XLIII. Des _ poſes, 
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poſes, that Mankind can be concerned in. It is a | 
Means to avert an impendent Wrath, to diſarm an 


offended Omnipotence, and even to fetch a Soul 


out of. the very Jaws of Hell. So that the End | 
and Conſequence of this Sorrow, ſweetens the | 
Sorrow itſelf: And, as Solomon ſays, In the Mid/t 
of Laughter, the Heart is ſarrotoful; ſo in the Midſt 
of Sorrow here, the Heart may rejoice: For while | 


it mourns, it reads, that thoſe that mourn ſhall be 


comforted; and ſo while the Penitent, weeps with | 


one Eye, he views his Deliverance with the other. 
But then for the external Expreſſions, and Vent of 
Sorrow, we know that there is a certain Pleaſure 


in Weeping; it is the Diſcharge of a e a 


ſwelling Grief, of a full and a ſtrangling Diſcon- 


tent; and therefore, he that never had ſuch a Bur- 


den upon his Heart, as to give him Opportunity 
thus to eaſe it, has one Pleaſure in this World yet 
to come. | e „ Lal 


— 
# 


2. As for the other Part of Repentance, which 
is Change of Life; this indeed may be troubleſome 
in the Entrance, yet it is but the firſt bold Onſet, 
the firſt reſolute. Violence and Invaſion upon a vi- 
cious Habit, that is ſo ſharp and afflicting. Every 
Impreſſion of the Lancet cuts, but it is the firſt 
only that ſmarts. Beſides, it is an Argument hugely 
unreaſonable, to plead the Pain of paſſing from a 
vicious Eſtate, unleſs it were proved, that thete 
was none in the Continuance under it : But ſurely, 
when we read of the Service, the Bondage, and the 
Captivity of Sinners, we are not entertained only 
with the Air of Words and Metaphors; and inftead 
of Truth, put off with Similitudes. Let him that 
ſays it is a Trouble to refrain from a Debauch, 
convince us, that it is not a greater to undergo one; 
and that the Confeſſor did not impoſe a ſhrewd Pe: 
nance upon the drunken Man, by bidding him 1 

4 
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aud be drunk again; and that, Liſping, Raging, 
Redneſs of Eyes, and what is not fit to be named 
in ſuch an Audience, is not more toilſome, than 
to be clean, and quiet, and diſcreet, and reſpected 


for being ſo. All the Trouble that is in it, is the 


Trouble of being ſound, being cured, and being 
recovered. But if there be great Arguments for 
Health, then certainly there are the ſame for the 
obtaining of it; and ſo keeping a due Proportion 
between Spirituals and Temporals, we neither have 
nor pretend to greater Arguments for Repentance. 


Ha vixo thus now cleared off all, that by Way 
of Objection can lie againſt the Truth aſſerted, by 
ſhewing the proper Qualification of the Subject, to 
whom only the Ways of MWiſdom can be Ways of 
Picaſantneſs; for the farther Proſecution of the 
Matter in Hand, I ſhall ſhew what are thoſe Pro- 
erties that ſo peculiarly ſet off, and enhance the 
1 AA r 

1. Tux Firſt is, That it is the proper Pleaſure 
of that Part of Man, which is the largeſt and moſt 
comprehenſive of Pleaſure, and that is his Mind: 
A Subſtanee of a boundleſs Comprehenſion. The 
Mind of Man is an Image, not only of Gon's Spi- 
rituality, but of his Infinity. It is not like any of 
the Senſes, limitted to this or that Kind of Object: 
As the Sight intermeddles not with that which af- 
fects the Smell; but with an univerſal Superinten- 
dence, . it arbitrates upon, and takes them in all. 
It is (as I may ſo ſay) an Ocean, into which all 
the little Rivulets of - Senſation, - both external and 


internal, diſcharge themſelves. It is framed by 


God. to. receive all, and more than Nature can 
afford it; and ſo to be its own Motive to ſeek for 
ſomething above Nature. Now this is that Part 
8 | | B 2 | 5 of 
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0 of Man, to which the Pleaſures of Religion properly 
| belong; and that in a double ReſpeR. 


h | 1. Is en to Speculation, as it fuſtains 
5 -the Name of Underitaning. 8 


2. In Reference to the Praie, as ir fulain 
the Name of Conſcience. 


1. Av Firſt for Speculation : The Pleaſures of ; 
1 which have been fometimes ſo great, ſo intenſe, fo { 
} engrofling of all the Powers of the Soul, that wo 9 
| has been no Room left for any other "Pleaſure. I 

1 has ſo called together all the Spirits to that is 8 
is Work, that there has been no Supply to carry on 
tte inferior Operations of Nature: Contemplation 

i feels no Hunger, nor is ſenſible of any Thirſt, but 
= of that after Ce hes How frequent and ex- 
F alted a Pleafure did David find from his Medita- þ 
# tion in the Divine Law? All the Day long it was the it 
# Theme of his Thoughts. The Affairs of the State, u 
the Government of his Kingdom, might indeed I ,, 
== employ, but it was this only that r eHhd his Ming je 


How ſhort of this are the Delights of the Epicu ure? IN .. 
How vaftly diſproportionate are the Pleafures of the 8 
eating, and of the thinking Man? Indeed as diffe- 7 
rent as the Silence of an Kelm, in the Study of t. 
a Problem, and the Stilneſs of a Sow at her Waſh. 
| Nothing is comparable to the Pleaſure of an active IN, 
* and a prevailing Thought: A Thought 20 * 

over the Difficulty and Obſcurity of the Object, an 
refreſhing the Soul with new Diſcoveries and Images | 
of Things ; and thereby extending the Bounds of an 
Apprehenſion, and (as it Re) e che Ter- " 
ritories of Reafon. nic 
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Now this Pleaſure of the Speculation of Divine 
Things, is advanced upon a double Account: 


(1. Taz Greatneſs. i 
(2.) THE Newneſs of the Object. 
(I.) Ama firſt for the Greatneſs of it. It is no | 


leſs than the great Gon Himſelf, and that both in 
his Nature and his Works. For the Eye of Rea- 


| ſon, like that of an Eagle, directs itſelf chiefly to 


the Sun, to a Glory that neither admits of a Supe- 
rior, nor any Equal. Religion carries the Soul to 
the Study of every divine Attribute. e 


Ir poſes it with the amazing Thoughts of Om- 
nipotence; of a Power able to fetch up ſuch a glo- 
rious Fabrick, as this of the World, out. of the 
Abyſs of Vanity eee gry, and able to throw . 
it back into the ſame original Nothing. It drowns 
us in the Speculation of the Divine Omniſcience ; 
that can maintain a ſteady infallible Comprehenſion - 
of all Events in themſelves contingent and acciden- 
tal; and certainly know that, which does not cer- 
tainly exiſt. It confounds the greateſt Subtleties of 


Speculation, with the Riddles of Gop's Omnipre- 


ſence; that can ſpread a ſingle individual Subſtance 
through all Spaces; and yet without any Com- 
menſuration of Parts o any, or Circumſcription - 
within any, though totally in every one. An then 
for his Eternity; which non pluſſes the ſtrongeſt 
and cleareſt Conception, to comprehend how one 
ſingle Act of Duration ſhould meaſure all Periods 
and Portions of Time, without any of the diſtin- 


Ml guiſhing Parts of Sueceſſion. Likewiſe for his Juf: 


tice; which | ſhall prey upon the Sinner for ever, 
ſatisty ing itſelf by a perpetual Miracle, rendering the 
ts 7” B 3 c Crea- 


7 
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Creature immortal in the Midi of Flames; al- 
ways conſuming, but never confumed. With the 
like Wonders we may entertain our Speculations 
from his Mercy; his beloved, his triumphant Attri- 
bute, if it were poſſible, Something more than infinite; 
for even his Juſtice is fo, and his Mercy tranſcends 
that. Laſtly, we may contemplate his ſupernatu- 
fal, alone Works particularly in the Reſur- 
fection, and Reparation of the ſame numerical 
Body, by a Re- union of all the ſcattered Parts, to 
be at length diſpoſed of inte an Eftate of eternal | 
Woe or Bliss; as allo the Greatneſs and Strange- 
neſs of the beatific Viſion ; -how a created Eye 
ſhould be fo fortify'd, as to bear all thoſe Glories 
that ſtream from the Fountain of uncreated Light, 
thie meaneſt Expreſſion of which Light is, that it is 
unexpreſſible. Now what great and high Object: 
are theſe, for a rational Contemplation to buſy itſelf 
upon? Heights that ſcorn the Reach of our Prof: 
pect; and Depths in which the talleft Reaſon will 
never touch the Bottom: Vet ſurely the Pleaſure 
ariſing from thence is great and noble ; foraſmuch 
as they afford perpetual Matter and Employment to 
the Inquiſitiveneſs of human Reaſon; and ſo are 
large enough for it to take its full Scope and Range 
in: Which when it has ſuck'd and drain'd the ut - 
moſt of an Object, naturally lays it aſide, and ne- 
glects it as a dry and empty Thing. 25 205 


{2.) As the Things belonging to Religion enter- 
tain our Speculation with great Objects, ſo they en- 
tertain it alſo with new: And Novelty we know is 
the great Parent of Pleaſure; upon which Account 
it is that Men are ſo much pleaſed with Variety, 
and Variety is Nothing elſe but a continued Novel. 
ty. The Athenians, who were the profeſſed: and 
moſt diligent Improvers of their Reaſon, * it 
£934 | 1 their 


4 


their whole Bufinaſs 10 bear or tell ſome new Thing : = 
For the Truth is, Newneſs eſpecially in great Mat- 

ters, was a worthy Entertainmeat for a ſearching 
Mind; it was (as I may ſo ſay) an high Taſte, fit 
for the Reliſh of an Athenian Reaſon. And there- 
upon the mere unheard of Strangeneſs of Jeſus and 
the Reſurrection, made them deſirous to hear it diſ- 
courſed of to them again, Adds xvii. 23. But how 
would it have emplov ed their ſearching Faculties, had 
the Myſtery of the Trinity, and the Incarnation of 
"the Son of Gop, and the whole: Economy of 
Man's Redemption been explained to them? For 
how could it ever enter into the Thoughts of Rea- 
ſon, that a Satisfaction could be paid to an infinite 
Juſtice ? Or, that two Natures ſo unconceivably 
different, as the Human and Divine, could unite 
into one Perſon? The Knowledge of theſe Things 
| could derive from Nothing elſe but pure Revelationz 
and conſequently muſt be purely New to the higheſt 
Diſcourſes of mere Nature. Now that. the New- 
neſs of an Object ſo exceedingly pleaſes and ſtrikes 
the Mind, appears from this one Conſideration; 
that every Thing pleaſes: more in Expectation than 
Fruition : And Expectation ſuppoſes a Thing as yet 
new, the hoped - for Diſcovery of which is the Plea- 
ſure that entertains the expecting, and enquiring 
Mind: Whereas actual Diſcovery (as it were) rt 
fles and deflowers the Newneſs and Freſhneſs of the 
Object, and ſo for the moſt Part makes it cheap, 


IT is clear therefore, that, if there be any Plea- 
ſure to the Mind from Speculation, and if this 
Pleaſure of Speculation be advanced by the Great- 
neſs and Newneſs of the Things contemplated, all 
this is to be found in the Ways of Religion. 
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bes. Conſcience. | 
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2. Ys the next Place, Religion is a Pleaſure to 


the Mind, as it reſpects Practice, and fo ſuſtains 
the Name of Conſcience. And Conſcience un- 


doubtedly is the great Repoſitory and Magazine of 


all thoſe Pleaſures that can afford any ſolid Refreſh- 


ment to the Soul. For when this is calm and ſe- 


rene, then properly a Man enjoys all Things, and 
what is more, himſelf; for that he muſt do, before 
he can enjoy any Thing elſe. But it is only a pious 
Life, led exactly by the Rules of Religion, that 
can authorize a Man's Conſcience to ſpeak com- 


fortably to him: It is this that muſt word the Sen- 


tence, before the Conſcience can pronounce it, and 


then it will do it with Majeſty and Authority: It 


will not whiſper, but proclaim a 7ubilze to the 
Mind; it will not drop, but pour in Oil upon the 
wounded Heart. And is there any Pleaſure com- 
parable to that which ſprings from hence? The 
Pleaſure of Conſcience is not only greater than all 


other Pleaſures, but may alſo ſerve inſtead of them: 
For they only pleaſe and affect the Mind in iranſitu, 


in the pitiful narrow Compaſs of actual Fruition; 
whereas that of Conſcience entertains and feeds it 
a long Time after with durable, Jalting Reflections. 


Ap thus much for the firſt ennobling Property | 
of the Pleaſure belonging to Religion; namely, 


That it is the Pleaſure of the Mind, and that both 


as it relates to Speculation, and is called the Under- | 


Randing, and as it relates to Practice, 1. is called 
. Tur PAS rod 8 bf it is, 
That it is ſuch a Pleaſure as never ſatiates or wea- 
ries; for it properly affects the Spirit, and a Spirit 


feels no Wearineſe, as being privileged from the 
Cauſes of it. But can the Epicure ſay fo of * of 


FRE 


he Pleaſures that he ſo much doats upon? Do they 


not expire, while they ſatisfy? And after a few 
Minutes Refreſhment, determine in Loathing and 
Unquietneſs? How ſhort is the Interval between 


2 Pleafure and a Burden? How undiſcernible the 


Tranfition from one to the other? Pleaſure dwells. 
no longer upon the Appetite, than the Neceſſities 
of Nature, which are quickly and eaſily provided 
for; and then all that follows, is a Load and Op- 
preſſion. Every Morſel to a ſatisfied Hunger, is 
only a new Labour to a tired Digeſtion. Every 
Draught to him that has quenched his Thirſt, is 
but a farther Quenching of Nature, a Proviſion for 
Rheum and Diſeaſes, a Drowning of the Quickneſs 
and Activity of the Spirits. eee 


He that prolongs his Meals, and facrifices his 
Time, as well as his other Conveniences, to his 
Luxury, how quickly does he out-fit his Pleaſure? 
And then, how is all the following Time beſtowell 


upon Ceremony and Surfeit? *till at length, after 


along Fatigue of Eating, and Drinking, and Bab- 


ling, he concludes the 33 Work of Dining gen- 
h 


teelly, and ſo makes a Shift to riſe from Table, that 
he may lie down upon his Bed; where, after he 


I bas ſlept himſelf into ſume Uſe of himſelf, by much 
ado he Aae to his Table again, and there acts 
A 


over the ſame brptifh' Scene: So that he paſſes his 
whole Life in a dozed Condition, between Sleeping 


Band Waking, with a Kind of Drowfinefs and Con- 


fuſion upon his Senſes; which, what Pleaſure it 
can be, is hard to conceive ; all that is of it, dwells 
upon the Tip of his Tongue, and within the Com- 
paſs of his Palate :. A worthy Prize for a Man to 
purchaſe with the Loſs of his Time, his Reaſon, 


38 Nox 


8& - 4 Due, 22 


Non is that Man leſs deceived, that thinks to 
aud a conſtant Tenor of Pfeaſure, by 2,con- 
tinual Purſuit of Sports 'and Recreations. 3772 þ 


Tas. moſt voluptuous and looſe Perſon WI 01 
ing, were he but tied to follow his Hawks, and his in 
Hounds, his Dice, and his Courtſhips every Day, v 
would find it the greateſt Torment and Calamity | V 
that could befall him; he would fly to the Mines ff th 
and the Gelleys for his Recreation, 15 to the Spade d) 
and the Matiock for a Diverſion from the Miſery of al 
4 = continual unites Meaſures... | Ca 
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Bur on the e the Rete £7 God H 
has ſo ordered the Courſe of Things, that there is ra 
no Action, the Uſefulneſs of which has made it the] ar 
n of Duty, and of a Profeſſion, but a Man] ot 

bear the continual Purſuit of it, without] to 
de. and Satiety. The ſame Shop and Trade, | V 
that employs a Man in his, Youth, employs him dc 
alſo in his Age. Every Morning he riſes freſh to] th 
his Hammer and his Anvil; he paſſes the Day ſing : gr 
ing;  Cuftom has naturalized bis Labour to him] an 
his Shop is his Element, and he cannot with any] ha 
Enjoyment of himſelf live out of it: Whereas nof tit 
Cuſtom can make the Painfulneſs of a Debauchſ vo 
eaſy, or pleaſing to a Man; ſince nothing can be co 
pleaſant that is unnatural. But now, if Gop has 
.interwoven ſuch a Pleaſure with the Works of our 
ordinary Calling; how much ſuperior and more an 
refined muſt that be, that ariſes from the Survey of ſp: 
2 pious and well-govern'd Life? Surely, as much ye 
a8 Chriſtianity i is nobler than a Trade. 5 1 


Ax then, for the conflant Frelhnels oh. ies it] Tl 
is ſuch a Pleaſure as can never cloy or over-work| ſuc 
the Mind: For, ſurely no Man was ever weary off Li 

7 Thinking, is 
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Thinking, much. leſs that he had done well or. vir- 
tuouſly, that he had conquered fuch and ſuch a 
Temptation, or offered Violence to any of his ex- 
orbitant Defires. This is a Delight that grows and 
improves under Fhought and Reflection: And 


| while it exerciſes, does alſo endear itfelf to the 


Mind; at the fame Time employing and enflaming 
the Meditations. All Picaſures that affect the Bo- 
dy, muſt needs weary, becauſe they tranſport; and 
all Tranſportation is a Violence, and no Violence 
can be laſting, but determines upon the falling of 
the Spirits, which are not able to keep up that 
Height of Motion that the Pleaſure of the Senſes 
raiſes them to: And therefore how inevitably does 
an immoderate Laughter end in a Sigh? Which is 
only Nature's recovering itſelf after a Force done 
to it. But the religious Pleaſure of a well-diſpoſed 
Mind moves gently, and therefore conſtantly : It 
does not affect by Rapture and Extacy; but is like 
the Pleaſure of Health, which is ſtill and ſober, yet 
greater and ſtronger than thoſe that call ap the Senſes 
and groſſer and more affecting Impreſſions. Gon 
has given no Man a Body as ſtrong as his Appe- 
tites; but has corrected the Boundleſſneſs of his 
voluptuous Deſires, by ſtinting his Strength, and 


contracting his Capacities, 


Bur to look upon thoſe Pleaſures alſo, that have 
an higher Object than the Body; as thoſe that 
ſpring from Honour and Grandeur of Condition ; 
yet we ſhall find, that even theſe are not fo freſh 
and conſtant, but the Mind can nauſeate thein, and 
quickly feel the Thinneſs of a popular Breath. 
"Thoſe that are ſo fond of Applauſe while they pur- 
ſue it, how little do they taſte it when they have it? 
Like Lightning, it only flaſhes upon the Face, and 
3s gone, and it is well if it does not hurt the Man. 


2 But 
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But for Greatneſs of Place, though it is fit and ne- 
ceſſary, that ſome Perſons in the World ſhould be 
in Love with a ſplendid Servitude; yet certainly 
they muſt be much beholden to- their own Fancy, 
that they can be pleaſed at it: For he that riſes up 
early, and goes to Bed late, only to receive Ad- 
drefles, to read and anſwer Petitions, is really as 
much tied and abridged in his Freedom, as he. that 
waits all that Time to preſent one. And what 
Pleaſure can it be to be incumbered with Depen- 


dencies, thronged and ſurrounded with Petitioners! 


And thoſe perhaps ſometimes all Suitors for the 


ſame Thing; whereupon all but one will be ſure 


to. depart grumbling, becauſe they miſs of what 
they think their Due; and even that one ſcarce 
thankful, becauſe he thinks he has no more than his 
Due. Ina Word, if it is a Pleaſure to be envied 
and ſhot at, to be maligned /andixg, and to be de- 
ſpiſed falling, to endeavour that which is impoſſible, 
which ts to pleaſe all, and to ſuffer for not doing 
it; then is ita Pleaſure to be great, and to be able 
to diſpoſe of Mens Fortunes and Preferments. 


Bur farther, to proceed from hence to yet an 
higher Degree of Pleaſure, indeed the higheſt on 
this Side that of Religion; which is the Pleaſure of 
Friendſhip and Converſation. 
confeſſedly be allowed the Top, the Flower, and 
Crown of all temporal Enjoyments. Yet has not 
this alſo its Flaws, and its dark Side? For is not 
my Friend a Man; and is not Friendſhip ſubject 
to the ſame Mortality and Change that Men are ? 
And in Caſe a Man loves, and is not loved again, 
does he not think that he has Cauſe to hate as 
heartily, and ten Times more eagerly than ever he 
loved? And then zo be an Enemy, and once to have 
been a Friend, does it not embitter the Rupture, 
and aggravate the Calamity ? But admitting that 

my 


Friendſhip muſt it i 


Prov. iii 17. 25. 


my Friend continues ſo to the End; yet in the 
mean Time, is he all Perfection, all Virtue, all 
Diſcretion ? Has he no Humours to be endured, as 
well as Kinaneſſes to be enjoyed? And am I ſure to 
ſmell the Roſe, 1 without ſometimes feeling the 22 
Thorn? 4155 Sliding bees Ars £15 2! ef i N e! 
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AND then, / laſtly, for Company; though it may 
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aſide, and rate 


10 a 3 


when his Conſcienee ſhall take him 
him by himſelft? 548490 01 2 Senn! 
Tae mito moaning): int IKE. Ov0..256 \ 
In ſhort, run over the whole Circle of all earthly 
Pleaſures, and I dare affirm, that had not God ſe- 
cured a Man a ſolid Pleaſure from his own Actions, 
after he had rolled from one to another, and enjoyed 
them all, he would be forced to complain, that 
either they were not indeed Pleaſures, or that Plea- 
{ure was not Satisfaction. 


* 
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IN. Ta E third ennobling property of the Plea· 
ſure that accrues to a Man from Religion, is, that 


it is ſuch, an one as is in No- body's Power, but 


only in his that has it; ſo that he who has the Pro- 
perty, may be alſo ſure of the Perpetuity. And tell 
me ſo of any outward Enjoyment, that Mortality 
is capable of. We are generally at the Mercy of 
Mens Rapine, Avarice, and Violence, whether 
we ſhall be happy or no. For if I build my Feli- 
city upon my Eſtate or Reputation, I am happy as 
long as the Tyrant or the Railer will give me Leave 
to be ſo. But when my Concernment takes up no 
more Room or Compaſs than myſelf, then fo long 
as I know where to breathe, and to exiſt, I know: 
Vol, XLIII. . alſo 


, 
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alſo where to be happy: For I know I may'be fo 
in my own Breaſt, in the Court of my own Con- 
ſcience; where, if I can but prevail with myſelf 
to be innocent, I need bribe neither Judge nor Offi- 
cer to be pronounced ſo. The Pleaſure of the reli- 
gious Man, is an eaſy and portable Pleaſure, ſuch 
an one as he carries about in his Boſom, without 
alarming either the Eye or Envy ef the World. A 
Man putting all his Pleaſures into this one, is like 
a Traveller's putting all his Goods into one Jewel; 
the Value is the ſame, and the Convenience greater 


1 
- 
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THERE is Nothing that can raiſe a Man to that 
generous Abſoluteneſt of Condition, as neither to 
cringe, to fawn, or to depend meanly ; but tbat 
which gives him that Happineſs within himſelf, 

for which Men depend upon others. For ſurely I 
need ſalute no great Man's Threſhold, ſneak to 
none of his Friends or Servants to ſpeak a good 
Word for me to my Conſcience. It is a noble ana 
a ſure Defiance of a great Malice, backed with a 
great Intereſt; which yet can have no Advantage 

of a Man, but from his own Expectations of ſome- 
thing that is without himſelf. But if I can make 

my Duty my Delight; if I can feaſt, and pleaſe, 

and careſs. my Mind with the Pleaſures of worthy _ 
Speculations, or-virtuous Practices; let Greatneſs' | 
and Malice vex and abridge me if they can: My 
Pleaſures are” as free as my Will; no more to be 
controlled tian my Choice, or the unlimitted Range i 


of my Thonghts and my Deſires. _ 


Nor. is this Kind of Pleaſure only out of the 
Reach of any outward Violence, but even thoſe 
Things alſo that make a much cloſer Impreſſion 
upon us, which are the irreſiſtible Decays of Na-“ 
ture, have yet no Influence at all upon this. For 
when Age itſelf, which of all Things in the 

— +4 : Wi 


| dh Prov. ili. 1 77 A 
will not be baffled or defied, ſhall begin to arreſt, 


ſeize, and remind us of our Mortality, by Pains, 


Achs, Deadneſs of Limbs, and Dulneſs of Senſes; 


yet then the Pleaſure of the Mind ſhall be in its full 
hr Meng Vigour, and Freſhneſs: A Palſy may as 
well ſhake an Oak, or a Fever dry up a Fountain, 


as either of them ſhake, dry up, or impair the 
Delight of Conſcience, For it lies within, it cen- 
ters in the Heart, it grows into the N eee r 
of the Soul, ſo that it accompanies a Man to his 
Grave; he never out- lives it, and that for this Cauſe 


only, becauſe he cannot out- live himſelf. 
* {1 , ” f , : 


Hi ie / „ 

. Ap thus J have endeavoured to deſcribe the Ex- 
|  cellency. of that Plzaſure that is to be found in the 
Mays of a religions Miſdom, by thoſe excellent Pro- 
perties that attend it; which whether they reach 
the Deſcription that has been given them, or no, 
every Man may cenvince himſelf, by the beſt of 
Demonſtrations, which is his own Trial. 


| „ r 
Now, from all this Diſcourſe, this J am ſure is 
5 


à moſt natural and direct Conſequence, that if the 
Mays Religion are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, that ſuch 


as are not axe Pleaſantneſs are not truly and 
properly Hays of Religion. Upon which Ground it 
is eaſy to ſee what Judgment is to be paſſed upon 


all thoſe; affected, uncommanded; abſurd; Auſteri- 
ties, ſo much prized and exerciſed by ſome of the 
Romiſb Profeſſion. Pilgrimages, going bare; foot, 


Hair-ſhirts, and Whips, with other ſuch Goſpel 
Artillery, are their only Helps t Devotion: Things 


never enjoined, either by the Prophets under the 
Jewiſßb, n the Apoſtles under the Chriſtian - 
. conomy gs, W 


o yet ſurely underſtood the proper, 


and the moſt efficacious; Inſtruments of Piety, as 
well as any Conſeſſor or Friar of all the Order of 
St. Francis, or any Caſu = whatſoever. T , 
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II ſeems, that with them, a Man fometitnes 
cannot be a Penitent, unleſs he alſo turns Vagabond, 
and foots it to Jeruſalem, or wanders over this or 
that Part of the World to viſit the Shrine of ſuch or 
ſuch a pretended Saint, though perhaps in his Life 
ten Times more ridiculous than themſelves: Thus, 
that which was Cazr's-Curſe, is become their Re- 
ligion. He that thinks to expiate a Sin by going 
bi bare-foot, only makes one Folly the Atonement 
for another. Paul indeed was ſcourged and beaten | 
dy the Jews, but we never read that he 3 or | 
ſcourged himſelf: And if they think that 57 keep! 
under his Body imports ſo much, they * 
prove, that the Body cannot be kept = by a 
virtuous Mind, ang that the Mind cannot be made 
virtuous but by a Scourge; and conſequently, that 
Thongs and Whipcord are Means of Grace, and 
Things nec to Salvation. The Truth is, if 
Mens Religion lies no deeper than their Skin, it is 
poſſible that they may ant eee into very 


* Improvements. e ; 
T ms 1 eich rao Dit tits Tis mon 


Bor they will find that Bodily Bxereiſe wende 
abt the Soul; and that neither” Pride, nor Luſt, 
nor Covetouſneſs, nor any other Vice was ever 

- mortified by corporal Diſciplines : It is not the 

Back, but the Heart that muſt bleed for Sin: And 

i ntly, that in — whole Courſe they are 

like Men: out of their W. Jones laſh on never 

A - faſt,” they are not at the gener to their Jour- 

- ney's Ende”, And howſoever they deceive themſelves 

. — others, they may as well expect to bring a . 

as a Soul to Heaven by ſuch Means. What Ar 

mients they have to beguile poor, ſimple, unſta le : 

Souls with, I Know not; but ſu e Ne K. 4 
- <<aſuiſtical; that is, the principal Part of their Re- 10 


ligion 1 hirle e * f Spirituality. 5 Ca yo 
5 eb * ND 
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AND now upon the Reſult of all, I ſuppoſe that 


29 


e 
y to exhort Men to be religious, is on! 
or Words to exhort them to take their k whey 


Pleakure high, rational, and angelical z a ure 
em with no appendent Sting, no conſequent 
s, Loathing, no Remorſes or bitter Farewells : 4 — 
e- ſuch an ONE, 38 being Honey in the Mou 
g tarts to or Gravel in the Belly. A] leafure 
It made for the Soul, and the Soul for that; ſuitable 
to its Spirituality, and equal to all its Capacities. 
xr WH Such an one as grows frether upon Enjoyment, and 
| though continually fed upon, yet is never devoured. 
i A Pleaſure that a Man may call as properly his own, 
a as his Soul and his ience; neither liable to 
e Accident, nor expoſed to Injury. It is the Fore- 
it taſte of Heaven, and the Earneſt of Eterni In 
d a Word, it is ſuch an one, as being n 4 
f paſſes into Glory, Bleſſedneſs, and Immortality, 
$ and thoſe Pleaſures that neither Eye has ſeen, ner 
y Ear heard, —_————— 
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cover a Creation before revealed, or being i 
revealed to believe it, the ſtrange Opinions of Wl | 
the old Philoſophers and the Infidelity of modern 
Atheiſts, is too ſad a Demonſtration. To run F 
the World back to its firſt Original and Infancy, BY * 
and (as it were) to view Nature in its Cradle 
and trace the Out-goings of the Ancient of Days 
in the firſt Inſtance: of his creative Power, is 2 
Reſearch too great for an mortal Enquiry : And 
we might continue our Scrutiny to the End of the 
World, before natural Reafon would be able to 
And out when it begun. 


Eecuzvs his Diſcourſe concerning the Origi- 
nal of the World is ſo ridiculous, that we — 
well judge the Deſign of bis Philoſophy to have 
Len Pleaſure, and not Inſtruction. 


ARISTOTLE 


ni. 27. . 31 


- / ARISTOTLE held, that it ſtreamed by natural 
Refult from Gon, the infinite and eternal Mind, 
as the Light iſſues from the Sun; ſo that there 
was no Inſtant of Duration aſſignable of God's 
eternal Exiſtence, in hey 1 World did not 
allo coexiſt. LS * ii l 24 * * + | 
6 Cat A o #1161390115 "1 
e held a * Condodide of- Atoms; 
but all ſeem jointly to explode a Creation; ſtill 
beating upon this Ground, that the producing 
Something out of Nothing is impoſſible and in- 
comprehenſible: Incomprehenſible indeed I grant, 
but not therefore impoſſible. There is not the 
leaſt Tranſaction of Senſe and Motion in the whole 
Man, but Philoſophers are at a Loſs to eompre- 
hend, I am ſure they are to explain it. Where- 
fore it is not always rational to meaſure the Truth 
of an Aſſertion o the A of our f 


Bor to bring Things even to the bare We 
tions of Reaſon, I appeal to any one, who ſhall 
1; BY impartially reflect upon the Conceptions of his on 
of Mind, whether he doth not find it as eaſy and 
rn ſuitable to his natural Notions, to conceive that 
inan Infinite Almighty Power might produce a 
„ Tbing out of Nothing, and make that to exift 
which did not exift before; as to conceive: the 
ys World to have had no Beginning, but to have ex- 
a iſted from Eternity : Which, - were it ſo proper for 
d this'Place, I could eaſily demonſtrate to on atten - 
e ded with no ſmall Train of Abkurdities. 0 2 
'0 - $84 1 443.595 * n 
- In this Chapter, wel have Gov fu -the 
Works of the Creation, and leaving 92 — 
lqpreſs upon them, that they were exceeding good. 
Wbat an Omnipotence wrought, we have an Om- 
e viſcience 4 approve. But as it is reaſonable 0 
— that there is more of Deſign, and conſe- 
p quently 
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quently more of Perfection, in the laſt Wotk, we 
have Gop. here givin his laſt Stroke, and ſumming 
up all into Man, the Univerſe into an Individual: 80 
that whereas in other Creatures we have but the I race 
of his Footſteps, in Man we have the Draught of 
his Hand. In Him were united all the — 
Perſections of the Creature, all the Graces and Or- 
naments; all che Airs and Features of Being, 
were abridged into this, ſmall, yet full Syſtem, of | 
N and Divinity; As we might well imagine 
: toe goons Artificer would be more ee 
r in drawing his on Picture. 05 


Tas Work that I ſhall andentaka 2 theſe 


Words, ſhall be to ſhew what this Image of Gov i 


in Man is, and wherein it ae We 1 
ſhall do theſe two Ways: __ 


I. NEGATIVELY, by ſhewing wherein it det 


2. Posirivzxr, by ſhewing wherein 14. 


Fon the firſt of theſe, n — 
roneous Opinion of the Secinians. They deny 
that the Image of Gop conſiſted in any habitual 
Perſections that adorned the Soul of Adam;: But 
- as to his Underſtanding bring him in void of all 
Notion, a rude unwritten Blank; making him to 
be created as much an Infant as others — 
ſent into the World only to read and ſpell ont a 
Gop in 00 bre of . to learn oy De- 
-grees, till at length his erſtanding grew up to 
the Stature of ts Body. Alſo without any Ha- 
bits of Virtue in his in; thus diveſting him of 
- all; and ſtripping bim to / his bare Eſſence: So that 
call the Perfection they allowed his. Underſtanding 
ao DUR 62271 30, 2194, zi ch 160) nig, RS 
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was Aptneſs and Docility ; and all that they attri- 
buted to his Will was a Foffibility to de virtuous. 


Bur wherein then 7 ä — to their Opt Opinion 
did this Image of Gop conſiſt? Why, 1 in chat 
Power and Dominion that Gon gave Adam over 
the Creatures: In that he was vouched His imme- 
diate Deputy upon Earth, the Viceroy of the Cre- 
ation, and Lord-lieutenant of the World. But 
that this Power and Dominion is not adequately the 
Image of Gop, but only a Part of it, is clear from 
hence; becauſe then he that had moſt of this, 
would have moſt of God's Image: And conſe- 


& quently' Nimrod had more of it than Noab, San! 


any Samuel, the Perſecutors than the M artyrs, and 
Cæſar than Chrift Himſelf, which to aſſert is a blaſ- 
phemous Paradox. And if the Image of Gov is 
only Grandeur, Power, and Soverei ignty, certainly 
we have been hitherto much miſtaken i in our Duty: 
And hereafter are by all Means to beware of mak- 
ing ourſelves 1 God, by too much Beine 
and Humility. - 41 +113 $1 4 7: SEE? W OAT 


We are in the next Place to lay down poſitively 
what this Image of Gop in Man is. It. is in ſhort, 
That univerfal:ReAtitude of all 'the Faculties of the 


Soul, by which they fand apt and diſpoſe ts their re- 
forls > Whieh' wilt be more 


fully ſet forth, by taking a diſtin 73 'of ie, in 
the leere Were e i , 
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I. Ax firſt for its nobleſt Faculty, the Under 50 
ſtanding: It was then ſublime, clear, and aſpiring, Y 
and, as it were, the Soul's upper Region, lofty and 

ſerene, 'tree from the .V apours of 
+> Abe infcciour Aﬀections,.. It was the leading, con -· 

., trolling Faculty; all the; Paſſions, wort the — 2 

of Reaſon. Biſcourſe was then almoſt as quick a3 
Ayptuition 3 J it was nimble in propohng, fiem 4 in con- 
. cluding z it could ſooner determine than now. it can 

-- diſpute. Like the Sun it had both Light and Agi. 
lity; it knew no Reſt, but in Motion; no Quiet, 
dut in 00 ledid not ſo proper apprehend, 

as irradiate the Object ; not ſo much, and, 28. make 

Things intelligible. It didarbitrate upon, the ſe- 
veral Reports, of Senſe, amd all the Varieties of l. 

magination; not like a:drowſy Judge, only hearing, Wii 

but alſo directing their Verdict. In Sum, it was du 
vegete, quick, and lively ; open as the Day, un- Nu. 

- tainted as. the: Morning. full of the Innocence and I 
1 A ee Youth zi N gave the Soul a bright and u. 
Lag ew into all Things; and rn aer no 
indow, but itſelf the Profpect. + Oo "i + big If 


Now eas there are wo. great Fundbions of the no 
the Soul, - Contemplation and Practice, according to ſth, 
that general Diviſian, of Objects, ſome of which II; 
.,only entertain our Speculation, others allo employ Nb 
uf Actions; ſo the Underſtanding with Relation ex 
tg theſe, not becauſe of any Ditinion.i in the Fa- ha 

culty itſelf, is accordingly divided into ſpeculative pit 
and practick; in boch of which the ee of Gop no 
Was then apparent. * ana 9 ing 


1. For the Underſtanding fpeculative.; Ther We 
art ſome ont Maxims © in the Mind of Man, pre 
t 


which are of Diſcourſe; and the Baſis of N cor 


Philoſophy. As As that the ſame Thing cannot i Fre, 


EA... the up 
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Now it was Hints Happitiels in the State of d 
i Innocence to have theſe clear and unſulſied. He 
— into the World a Philoſopher, which futfi- * * 
appented- — is wnting the Nature of” 
: 1 s upon” thei Names; he Nen view Eſ- 
— in themſelbes, and lead Forms witkbät me 1 
omment of their reſpeQive Properties: He could 
ſee Conſequents yet dormant in their Principles, ' 
and Effects yet unborn and in the Womb of their 
Cauſes; his Underftanding could almoſt Chen 
into futute 8 el his Conjeftures improv-" 
ing even into Prophecy, or ue Certaitities of Pre- 
diction ; 'till his Fall be was ignorant of nothing 
but of Sin; or at leaſt 1 7 reſted in the Notion, 
without the Smart of the Experiment. Could 9 
and Diffculty have been propoſed,” the Reſolution 
and would have been as early as the Propolal; it could 
ly 2 Wnot' have had Time to ſettle into Doubt. Phe, 
I lſſue of all his Eng tires was the Offifpring of his 
Brain, without wt; Sweat of his Brow. Study was 
the N not then a Duty, Night-watchings were needleſs ; 
$0 I the Light of Reaſon wanted not the Aſſiſtance of, 
wich a Candle. This is the Doom of fallen Man, 4. 
ploy labour in the Fire, to ſeek Truth in Ee 00 
tion exhauſt his Time and impair his Health, and pef- 
Fa- haps to ſpin out his Days, and himſelf into one 
tive H pitiful controverted Concluſion. There was then 
30D no Poring, no Struggling with Memory, no Strain 
ing for Invention: is Faculties were quick and 


expedite ; they 0 without Knacking, ay 
here I were ready upon the firſt Summons, there was 
* freedom, and Firmneſs in all their Operations. 1 
s 0) confeſs, it is as difficult for us, who date out 18 
norance from our firſt Being. and were ſtill bred 
Þ with the ſame Infirmities about us, with which 
7 we 
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36 
ve were born, to raiſe our Thoughts to thoſe i in- 
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tellectual Perfections 1 attend our · Nature in 


the Time of Innocence; as it is for a Peaſant 


bred q He the Obſcurities of a Cottage, to fancy 


in his Mind the unſeen Splendors of a Court. But 
we may n the Excellency of the Underſtand- 


ing then, by the glorious Remainders of it now, 
els. at . e of the Building, by 
he ny — .— of its Ruins. All thoſe Arts, 


Rarities: and Inventions, which vulgar, Minds 


gaze at, the Ingenious purſue, and all admire, 
are but the. Relicks of an Intellect defaced with; 


Sin and Time. We admire it now, only as An- 


tiquaries do a Piece of old Coin, for n it 
once bore, and not for, thoſe vaniſhing Linea- 
ments and diſappeari n that remain up- 
on it at preſent. certainly, that muſt needs 
have been very _ the ecay s of which are 
ſo admirable. Be that is comely, — old and 
decrepit, an 45 was very beautiful when he was 
young. An Ar: 


diſe. 5 * 9. 

2. TRR 82 of Gon was no lefs E 
in that, which we call Man's practical Under- 
ſanding ; namely, that uk hw of the Soul, 
in which are treaſured up the Rules of Aion, 
and the Seeds of Morality. Now of this Sort are 
theſe Maxims ; That Gow f is to be Wag «A | 
That Parents are to be honoured : That s 
Word is to be kept, and the like ; which, being 
of univerſal Influence, as to the Regulation of the 
Behaviour and Converſe of Mankind, are the 


Ground of all Virtue and ng a} the Foun” | 
| * of Religion. | | 1 
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2 was but the Rubbiſh of an 
Adam, and Athens but * Dee. of Is 
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I was the Privilege of Adam innocent, to have 
theſe Notions alſo firm and untainted, to carry 
his Monitor in his Boſom, his Law in his Heart, 
and to have ſuch a Conſcience as might be its own 
Caſuiſt: And certainly thoſe Actions muſt needs 
be regular, where there is an Identy between the 
Rule and the Faculty. His own Mind taught him 
a due Dependence upon Gop, and chalked out to 
him the juſt Proportions and Meaſures of Beha- 
viour to his Fellow-Creatures. He had no Cate- 
chiſm but the Creation, needed no Study but Re- 
flection, read no Book but the Volume of the 
World, and that too, not for Rules to work by, 
dut for the Objects to work upon. The Deca- 
logue of Moſes was but a Tranſcript, not an Ori- 
ginal. All the Laws of Nations, and wiſe Decrees 
of States, the Statutes of Salon, and the twelve 
Tables, were but a Paraphraſe upon this ſtanding 
Rectitude of Nature, this fruitful Principle of 
Juſtice, that was ready to run out, and enlarge itſelf 
into ſuitable Determinations, upon all emergent 
Objects and Occaſions. Juſtice then was neither 
blind to diſcern, nor lame to execute. It was not 
ſubject to be impoſed upon by a deluded Fancy, 
nor yet to be bribed by a glozing Appetite, to 


— 
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uy turn the Balance to a falſe or diſhoneſt Sentence. 
1 In all its Directions of the inferior Faculties, it 
3 


conveyed its Suggeſtions with Clearneſs, and en- 


Ng joined them with Power; it had the Paſſions in 
* perfect Subjection; and tho* its Command over 


7 them was but ſuaſive, yet it had the Force of ab- 
ſolute. It was not then, as it is now, where the 
* Conſeience has only Power to diſapprove, and to 
proteſt againſt the Exorbitances of the Paſſions; 
and rather to wiſh, than make them otherwiſe. 
The Voice of Conſcience now is low and weak, 
chaſtiſing the Paſſions, as old Eli did his domi- 
neering Sons; Not ſe, my Sons, net ſo: Butthe. 

VoI. 5 Voice 


un- 
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Voice of Conſcience then, was not, this ſhould, 
or this ought to be done; but this muſt, this ſhall 
be done. It ſpoke like a Legiſlator ; the Thing 
ſpoke was a Law: And the Manner of ſpeaking 
it a new Obligation. In ſhort, there was as great 
a Diſparity between the practical Dictates of the 
Underſtanding then, and now, as there is between 
Empire and Advice, Counſel and Command, be- 
tween a Companion and a Governor. 


AnD thus much for the Image of Gop as it 
ſhone in Man's Underſtanding. 


II. LeT us in the next Place take a View of 
it, as it was ſtamped upon the Will. And doubt- 
leſs the Will of Man, in the State of Innocence, 
had an entire Freedom, a perfect Equipendency 
and Indifference to eitherPart of the Contradiction, 
to ſtand, or not to ſtand, to accept, or not accept 
the Temptation. I will grant the Will of Man 
now to be as much a Slave as any one will have 

it, and to be only free to fin; that is, inſtead of a 
Liberty, to have only a Licentiouſneſs ; yet cer- 
tainly this is not Nature. We are not made 
crooked ; we learnt theſe Windings and Turnings 
of the Serpent: And therefore it cannot but be 
a blaſphemous Piece of Ingratitude to aſcribe them 
to Gop, and to make the Plague of our Nature 
the Condition of our Creation, | I 


THe Will was then ductile and pliant to all the 
Motions of right Reaſon, it met the Dictates of a 
clarified Underſtanding half Way. And the active 
Informations of the Tatelled, filling the paſſive 
Reception of the Will, like Form cloſing with 
Matter, grew into a third and diſtin Perſection 
of Practice: The Underſtanding and Will never 
diſagreed ; for the Propoſals of the one never 

ET | . thwarted 
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thwarted the Inclinations of the other. Vet nei- 
ther did the Will ſervilcly attend upon the Under- 
ſtanding, but as a Favourite does upon his Prince, 
where the Service is Privilege and Preferment; or 
as So/omon's Servants waited upon him, it admired 
its Wiſdom, and heard its prudent Dictates and 
Counſels, both the Direction and the Reward of 
its Obedience, It is indeed the Nature of this 
Faculty to follow a ſuperior Guide, to be drawn 
by the IntelleA ; but then it was drawn, as a tri- 
umphant Chariot, which at the ſame Time both 
follows and triumphs; while it obeyed this, it com- 
manded the other Faculties. It was ſubordinate, 
not enſlaved to the Underſtanding: Not as a Ser- 
vant to a Maſter, but as a Queen to her King, 
who both acknowledges a Superiority, and yet 
. retains a Majeſty, 11 ö 


- Pas we downward from Man's Intellect an 
Will, 2 | 


III. To the Paſſions. That theſe are not evil 
in themſelves, appears hence, That our Saviour 
Chrift, who took upon Him all our natural Infir- 
mities, but none of our ſinful, has been ſeen to 
weep, to be ſorrowful, to pity, and to be angry: 
Which ſhews that there might be Gall in a Dove, 
Paſſion without Sin, Fire without Smoke, and 
Motion without Diſturbance. For it is not bare 
Agitation, but the Sediment at the Bottom, that 
troubles and defiles the Water: And when we ſee 
it windy and duſty, the Wind does not (as we 
uſe to ſay) make, but only raiſe a Duſt. © 


IsHALL conſider only the principal Paſſions, from 
whence we may take an Eſtimate of the reſt. 


D 2 And 


40 A SERMON on 


Anp firſt, for the grand leading Affection, 
which is Love. This is che great Inſtrument and 
Engine of Nature, the Bond and Cement of So- 
ciety, the Spring and Spirit of the Univerſe. Love 
is ſuch an Affection, as cannot fo properly be ſaid 
to be in the Soul, as the Soul to be in that. It is 
the whole Man wrapt up into one Deſire; all the 
Powers, Vigour and Faculties of the Soul abridged 
into one Inclination. And it is of that active, 
reſtleſs Nature, that it muſt of Neceſſity exert it- 
ſelf; and like the Fire, to which it is ſo often 
compared, it is not a free Agent, to chuſe whether 
it will heat or no, but it ſtreams forth by natural 
Reſults, and unavoidable Emanations. So that it 
will faſten upon an inferior, unſuitable Object, 
rather than none at all. The Soul may ſooner 
leave off to ſubſiſt, than to love; and, like the 
Vine, it withers and dies, if it has nothing to em- 
brace. Nov this Affection in the State of Inno- 
cence was happily pitched upon its right Object; 
it flamed up in direct Fervours of — to 
God, and in collateral Emiſſions of Charity to its 
Neighbour. It was not then only another and 
more cleanly Name for Luſt. It had none of thoſe 
impure Heats, that both repreſent and deſerve 
Hell. It was a Veſtal and a Virgin Fire, and 
differed as much from that, which uſually -paſſes 
by this Name now, as the vital Heat from the 
Burning of a Fever. = 


THen, for the contrary Paſſion of Hatred. This, 
we know, is the Paſſion of Defiance, and there 
is a Kind of Averſation and Hoſtility included in 
its very Eſſence. But then, (if there could have 
Seen Hatred in the World, when there was ſcarce 
any Thing odious) it would have acted within the 
Compaſs of its proper Object. Like Aloes, bitter 
indeed, but wholſome, There would have been 


* 
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no Rancour, no-Hatred of our Brother : An in- 
nocent Nature could hate nothing that was inno- 
cent. In a Word, ſo great is the Commutation, 
that' the Soul then hated only that, which now 
only it loves, that is, Sin. e 


AND if we may bring Anger under this Head, 
as being, according to ſome, a tranſient Hatred, or 
at leaſt very like it : This alſo, as unruly as now 
it is, yet then vented itſelf by the Meaſures of 
Reaſon. There was no ſuch Things as the Tranſ- 
ports of Malice, or the Violences of Revenge : 
No rendering Evil for Evil, when Evil was truly 
a Non-entity, and no where to be found. Anger 
then was like the Sword of Juſtice, keen, but in- 
nocent and righteous : It did not act like Fury, 
then call itſelf Zeal. It always eſpouſed Gop's 
Honour, and never kindled upon any Thing but 
in order to a $acrifices It ſparkled like the Coal 
upon the Altar, with the Fervours of Piety, the 
Heats of Devotion, the Sallies and Vibrations of 
an harmleſs Activity. In the next Place, for the 
lightſome Paſſion of Joy: It was not that, which 
nov often uſurps this Name; that trivial, vaniſh- 
ing, ſuperficial Thing, that only gilds the Appre- 
henſion, and plays upon the Surface of the Soul. 
It was not the mere Crackling of Thorns, a ſud- 
den Blaze of the Spirits, the Raden of a tick» 
led Fancy, or a pleaſed Appetite. Joy was then 
a maſcults a ſevere Thing; the Recreation 
of the Judgment, the Jubilee of Reaſon. It was 
the Reſult of a real Good ſuitably applied. It 
commenced upon the Solidities of Truth, and the 
Subſtance of Fruition. It did not run out in Voice, 
or indecent Eruptions, but filled the Soul, as Gop 
does the Univerſe, ſilently and without Noife. It 
was refreſhing, but compoſed ; like the Pleaſant- 
neſs of Youth tempered * the Gravity of Age; 
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or the Mirth of a Feſtival with the Si- 
lence of Contemplation. 2 8. 


AnD, on the other Side, for Sorrow, Had any 
Loſs or Diſaſter made but Room for Grief, it would 
have moved according to the ſevere Allowances of 
Prudence, and the Proportions of the Provocation. 
It would not have ſallied out into Complaint or 
Loudneſs, nor ſpread itſelf upon the: Face, and 
Writ ſad Stories upon the Forehead. No wringing 
of the Hands, knocking the Breaſt, or wiſhing 
one's Self unborn; all which are but the Ceremo- 
nies of Sorrow, the Pomp and Oftentation of an 


efteminate Grief: Which ſpeak not ſo much the 


Greatneſs of the Miſery, as the Smallneſs of the 
Mind. Tears may ſpoil the Eyes, but not waſh 
away the Affliction. Sighs may exbauſt the Man, 
but not eject the Burden, Sorrow then would 
have been as ſilent as Thought, as ſevere as Phi- 


loſophy. It would have reſted in inward Senſes, 


tacit Diſlikes : And the whole Scene of it been 
_ tranſacted in ſad and ſilent Reflections. 


Tux again for Hope. Though indeed the 
Fulneſs and AMuence of Man's Enjoyments in the 
State of Innocence, might ſeem to leave no Place 


for Hope, in reſpe& of any farther Addition, but. 
only of the Continuance of what already he poſ- 


d: Yet doubtleſs, Gop, who made no Fa- 
culty, but alſo provided it with a proper Object, 
did then exerciſe Man's Hopes with the Expecta- 
tions of a better Paradiſe, or a more intimate Ad- 
miſſion to Himſelf. For it is not imaginable, that 
Adam could fix upon ſuch poor, thin — 


as Riches, Pleaſure, and the Gayities of an ani- 


mal Life. Hope indeed was always the Anchor 
of the Soul, yet certainly it was not to catch or 
faſten upon ſuch Mud, And 'if, as the ON 
= _ fays 
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Sat l. 2. - 
ſays, no Man hopes for that which he ſees, much leſs 
could Adam then hope for ſuch Things as he ſaw 
through. 5 | 


Any laſtly, for the Affection of Fear. It was 
then the Inſtrument of Caution, not of Anxiety; 
a Guard, and not a Torment to the Breaſt that 
had it. It is now indeed an Unhappineſs, the 
Diſeaſe of the Soul: It flies from a Shadow, and 
makes more Dangers than it avoids : It weakens 
the Judgment, and betrays the Succours of Reaſon: 
So hard is it to tremble, and not to err, and to 
hit. the Mark with a ſhaking Hand. Then itfixed 
upon Him who is only to be feared, Gob: And 

with a filial Fear, which at the ſame Time 

th fears and loves. It was Awe without Amaze- 
ment, Dread without Diſtraction. There was 
then Beauty even in this very Paleneſs. It was 
the Colour of Devotion, giving a Luſtre to Reve- 


rence, and a Gloſs to Humanity. 


Tuus did the Paſſions then act without any of 
their preſent Jars, Combats, or Repugnances; all 
moving with the Beauty of Uniformiy,: and the 
Stillneſs' of Compoſure. Like a well-governed 
Army, not for Fighting, but for Rank and Order. 
I confeſs the Scripture does not expreſly attribute 
theſe ſeveral Endowments to Adam in his firſt 
Eſtate. But all that I have ſaid, and much more, 
may be drawn out of that ſhort Aphoriſm, Gop 
made Man upright, Eccl. vii. 29. And ſince the 
oppoſite Weakneſſes now infeſt - the Nature of 
Man fallen, if we will be true to the Rule of Con- 
traries, we muſt conclude, that thoſe Perſections 
were the Lot of Man innocent. | 


Now from this ſo exad and regular Compoſure 
of the Faculties, all moving in their due Plate, 
2 each 
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each ſtriking in its proper Time, there aroſe, by 
natural Conſequence, the crowning Perfection of 
all, @ good Conſcience. For, as in the Body, when 
the principal Parts, as the Heart and Liver, do 
their Offices, and all the ſmaller Veſſels act orderly 
and duly, there ariſes a ſweet Enjoyment upon the 
Whole, which we call Health So in the Soul, 
when the ſupreme Faculties of the Will and Un- 
derſtanding move regularly, the inferior Paſſions 
and Affections following, there ariſes a Serenity 
and Complacency upon the whole Soul, infinitel 

beyond the greateſt bodily Pleaſures, the higheſt 
Quinteſſence of worldly Delights There is in 
this Caſe a Kind of Fragrancy, and ſpiritual Per- 
fume upon the Conſcience ; much like what T/aac 


ſpoke of his Son's Garments; That the Scent f 


them was like the Sme. l 4 a Field which the LokdD 
had bleſſed. Such a Frethneſs and Flavour is there 


upon the Soul, when daily watered with the Ac- 


tions of a virtuous Life. Whatſoever is pure, is 
alſo pleaſant. | £ 


HavinG thus furveyed the Image of Gon in the 


Soul of Man, we are not ta omit now thoſe Cha- 
racters of Majeſty that Gop imprinted upon the 


Body. He drew ſome Traces of his Image upon 
this alſo; as much as a fpiritual Subſtance could 
be pictured upon a corporeal. As for the Sect of 
the Anthropomorphites, who from hence aſcribe to 
Gop the Figure of a Man, Eyes, Hands, Feet, 
and the like, they are too ridiculous to deſerve a 
 Confutation. They would ſeem to draw this Im- 
piety from the Letter of the Scripture ſometimes 
ome of Gop in this Manner. Abſurdly; as 
if the Mercy of Scripture-Expreffions ought to 
warrant the Blaſphemy of our Opinions. And 


not rather ſhew us, that Gop condeſcends to us, 
only to draw us to Himſelf; and cloaths Himſelf 


| 
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in our Likeneſs, only to win us to his own. The 
Practice of the Papifts is much of the fame Na- 
ture, in their abſurd and impious Picturing of Gop 
Almighty : But the Wonder in them is the lefs, 
ſince the Image of a Deity may be a proper Object 
for that, which is but the Image of a Religion. 
But to the Purpoſe: Adam was then no leſs glori- 
ous in his Externals; he had a beautiful Body, as 
well as an immortal Soul. The whole — 
was like a well-built Temple, ſtately without, and 
ſacred within. The Elements were at perfect U- 
nion and Agreement in his Body; and their con- 
trary Qualities ſerved not for the Biſfolution of the 
Compound, but the Variety of the Compoſure. 
Galen, who had no more Divinity than what his 
Phyſick taught him, barely upon the Conſidera- 
tion of this ſo exact Frame Lb the Body, challen- 
ꝓes any one upon an hundred Vears Study, to fin 
how any the leaft Fibre, or moſt minute Particle 
might be more 'commodiouſly placed, either for 
Uſe or Comlineſs. His Satte erect, and tending 
upwards to his Center; his Countenance majeſtick 
and comely, with the Luftre of à native Beauty, 
that ſcorned the poor Aﬀſtance of Art; his 
of fo much Quickneſs and Agility, that it did nat 
only contain, but alſo repreſent the Soul: For we 
might well ſuppoſe, that where Gop did depoſit ſo 
rich a Jewel, he would ſuitably adorn the "Caſe. 
Wit was a fit Work-Houſe for fpritely, vivid Facul- 
tics to Exerciſe and exert themſelves in. A fit 
Tabernacle for an immortal Soul, not only to 
dwell in, but to contemplate upon: Whe 
might ſee the World without Travel; it being 2 
leſſer Scheme of the Creation, Nature cont 


0 little Coſmography or Map of the Univerſe. 
d Neither was the Body then ſubject to Ch e 
s, Pe die by Peace- meal, and languiſn under Coughs, 
f arts or Conſumptions. An knew 
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eaſe, ſo long as Temperance from the forbidden 
Fruit ſecured him. Nature was his Phylician ; 

and Innocence and Abſtinence would have kept 

him healthful to Immortality. | 


Now the Uſe of this Point might be various, 
but at preſent it ſhail be only this; to remind us 
of the irreparable Loſs tnat we ſuſtained in our 
firſt Parents, to ſhew us of how fair a Portion 
Adam ditinherited is whole Poſterity. Fake the Me 
Picture of a Man in the Vivacity of his Youth, W: 
and in the Declenſions of his drovping Years, and Or 
vou will ſcarce know it to belong to the ſame Per- Mt 
ſon: There would be more Art to diſcern, than Wc 
at fiſt to draw it. The fame- and greater is the Ip. 
Difference between Man innocerit-and fallen. He WR 
is, as it were, a new Species; the Plague of Sin Ws: 
bas even altered his Nature, and eaten into his th 
very Eſſentials. The Image of Gon is wiped out, {WA 
the Creatures have ſhook off his Yoke, and re- na 
vo'ted. tryn his Dominion. Diſeaſes have ſhat- WA! 
tered the excellent Frame of his Body; and, by M 
a new Diſpenſation, [mmortality is fwal/owed up of 
Mortality. The ſame Diſaſter and Decay alſo has 
invades his Spirituals: The Paſſions rebel, every 
Faculty would uſurp and rule; and there are fo 
many Governors, that there can be no Govern- 
ment. The Light within us is become Darkneſs; 
and the Underſtanding, : that ſhould be Eyes to the 
blind Faculty of the Wall, is blind itfelf, and fo 
brings all the Inconveniences, that attend a blind 
Follower under the Conduct of a blind Guide. 
He that would have a clear, ocular. De monſtra- 
tion of this, let him reflect upon that numerous 
Litter of ſtrange, ſenſeleſs, abſurd Opinions, that 
crawl about the World, to the Diſgrace of Rea- 
| ſon, and the unanſwerable Reproach of a broken 
Intellect. „„ gt alk oÞ 5; 
8 Tur 
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Tut two great Perſections, that both adorn, 

ind exerciſe Man's Underſtanding, are Philoſaphy, 

and Religion : For the firſt of theſe; take it even 

amongſt the Profeſſors of it, where it moſt flou- 

iſhed, and we ſhall find the very firſt Notions of 

ommon Senſe debauched by them. For there 

have been ſuch, as have aſſerted, That there is no 

uch Thing in the World as Motion: That Contra- 

ietions may be true. There has not been wanting 

one, that has denied Snow to be white, Such a 

Stupidity or Wantonneſs had ſeized upon the moſt 

raifed Wirs, that it might be doubted, whether | 

the Philoſ-phers, or the Owls of Athens were the 

quicker ſighted, But then for Religion; What 

prodigious, monftrous, miſhapen Births has the 

e Reaſon of fallen len produced! It is now almoſt 

in ix Thouſand Years, that far the greateſt Part of 

is Ie World has had no other Religion but Idolatry: 

it, and [dolatry certainly is the firſt born of Folly ; 

e- Way, the very Abridgment and Sum total of all 


at- MWAblurdities, For is it not ſtrange, that a rational 
by Man ſhould worſhip an Ox, nay, the Image of 
of an Ox? That he ſhould fawn upon his Dog? 
nas Bow himſelf before a Cat? Adore Leeks and 


ery NGarlick, and ſhed penitential Tears at the Smell 

ſo f a deified Onion? Yet fo did the Agyprians, 
n- Fnce the famed Maſters of all Arts and Learning. 
fs; Eid to go a little farther ; we have yet a ftrange 


the aſtance in 7/a. xliv. 14. 4 Man bh. tus him down a 
i ſo rein the Meod, and part of it he burns, in ver. 
I6. and in wer. 17. with the Reſidue thereof he mak- 


nde. Cd. With one Part he furniſhes his Chimney, 

ſtra- rh the other his Chapel. A ſtrange Thing, that 

2rous Ide Fire muſt firſt conſume this Part, and then 
umn Incenſe to that.. As if there was more Di- 


nity in one End of the Stick, than in the other; 
, as if it could be graved and painted Omnipo- 
i, or the Nails and the Hammer could give it 
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an Apolhesſit. Briefly, ſo great is the Change, Io 
ſo deplotable the Degradation of our Nature, that, 
whereas before we bore the Image of Gop, we 
now retain only the Image of Men. 


Int the laſt Place, we learn from hence the Ex- 
cellency of Chriſtian Religion, in that it is the 
great and only Means, that Gop has ſanctiſied 
and deſigned to repair the Breaches of Humanity, 
to ſet fallen Man upon his Legs again, to clarify 
his Reaſon, to rectify his Will, and to compoſe 
and regulate his Affections. The whole Buſineſs 
of our Redemntion is, in ſhort, only to rub over 
the defaced Copy of the Creation, to reprint God's 
Image upon the Soul, and (as it were) to ſet forth 
Nature in a ſecond and fairer Edition. ; 


THe Recovery of which loft Image, as it is 
God's Pleaſure to command, and our Duty to en- 
deayour, ſo it is in his Power only to effect. 


To whom be rendered and aſcribed, as is moft due, 
all Praiſe, Might, Majefly, and Dominion, 
beth now and for evermore. Amen. 


Prov. xvi. 33. 49 
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PRO v. xvi. 33. 


The Lot is caſt into the Lap, but the whole 
Die of it is of the Lox. 


Words to diſcourſe of Lots, as to their Na- 
ture, Uſe and Allowableneſs ; but I ſhall fix 
only upon the Deſign of the Words, which ſeems 
to be a Declaration of a Divine Perfection by a 
ſingle Inſtance ; a Proof of the Exactneſs and U- 
niverſality of GoD's Providence from its Influence 
upon a Thing, of all others, the moſt caſual and 
fortuitous, ſuch as is the caſting of Lots. 


1 Caxxor think myſelf engaged from theſe 


A Lor is properly a caſual Event, purpoſely 
applied to the Determination of ſome 8 


Thing. 


Vox. XIII. . Some 
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Some there are, who utterly proſcribe the Name 
of Chance, as a Word of impious and profane 
Signification; and indeed, if it be taken by us in 
that Senſe, in which it was uſed by the Heathen, 

ſo as to make any Thing caſual in Respect of Gop 


Himſelf, their Exception ought juſtly to be ad- 


mitted, But to ſay a Thing is a Chance, as it 
relates to ſecand Cauſes, is not Profaneneſs, but 
a great Truth ; as 8 no more, than that 
there are ſome Events, beſides the Knowledge, 
Purpoſe, Expectation and Power ef ſecond Agents. 
And for this very Reaſon, becauſe they are ſo, it 


is the Royal Prerogative of Gop Himſelf, to have | 


all theſe looſe, uneven, fickle Uncertainties under 


his Diſpoſal. 


THe Subject therefore, that from hence we are 
naturally carried to the Conſideration of, is, the 
admiral Extent of the Divine Providence, in ma- 
naging the moſt contingent Paſſages of human 
Affairs; which that we may the better treat of, 
we will conſider the Reſult of a Lot: 


I. Ix Reference to Men. 
H. Ix Reference to Gov. 
I. For the firſt of theſe, if we conſider it as 


rehuting to Men, who, ſuſpend the Deciffion of 
ſome dubious Caſe upon it, ſo we ſhall find that 


it naturally implies theſe two Things: 


1. SOMETHING future. 2. Something contin- 
gent, | | 


From which two Qualifications, theſe two 
* . Mur 


E hings alſo follow: 


Prov. xvi. 33. 51 


1. THAT: it is abſolutely out of the Reach of 
Man's Knowledge. 


2. THAT it is equally out of his Power. 


Tuts is moſt clear; for otherwiſe, why are 
Men in ſuch Caſes doubtful what the Iſſue and 
Reſult ſhould be ? For no Man doubts of what he 
ſees and knows, nor is ſollicitous about the Event 


of that which he has in his Power. 


Tua Light of Man's Underſtanding is but a 
ſhort, diminutive, contracted Light, and looks 
not beyond the preſent : He knows nothing future, 
but as it has ſome Kind of Preſence in the conſtant 
Manner of Operation belonging to its Cauſe ; by 
Virtue of which, we know, that if the Fire con- 
tinues for twenty Years, it will certainly burn ſo 
long; and that there will be Summer, Winter, 
e in their reſpective Seaſons: But whe- 
ther Gop will confipus l till > 
row or no, we cannot know by any certain 
Go» or of ; "4 


bo 


ment, either from the Nature of 
World. | 


Bur when we look upon ſuch Things as relate 
to their immediate Cauſes, with a perfect Indif- 
ference, fo that in Reſpe& of them, they equally” 
mays or may not be; human Reaſon can then, 
at the beſt, but conjecture what will be. And in 
ſome Things, as here in the caſting of Lots, a Man 
| cannot, upon any Ground of Reaſon, bring the 
Event of them ſo much as under Conjecture. 


The Choice of Man's Will is indeed uncertain, 
becauſe in many Things free ; but yet there are 
certain Habits and Principles in the Soul, that 
have ſome Kind of Sway upon it, apt to biaſs it 

E 2 | more 
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more one Way than another; ſo that, upon the 
Propoſal of an agreeable Object, it may rationally 
be conjectured, that a Man's Choice will rather 
incline him to accept than to refuſe it. But when 
Lots are ſhuffled together in a Lap, Urn, or 
Pitcher, or a Man blindfold caſts a Dye, what 
Reaſon in the World ean he have to preſume that 
he ſhall draw a white Stone rather than a black, 
or throw an Ace rather than a Sjze ? Now, if theſe 
Things are thus out of the Compaſs of a Man's 
Knowledge, it will unavoidably follow, that they 
are alſo out of his Power. For no Man can go- 
vern, or command that which he cannot poffi 

know; fince to diſpoſe of a Thing, implies bott 
a Knowledge of a Thing to be diſpoſed of, and 
the End that it is to be diſpoſed of to. 


Ap thus we have ſeen how a contingent Event 
baffles Man's Knowledge, and evades his Power: 


II. LE us now conſider the ſame in Reſpect of 
Gop ; and ſo we ſhall find that it falls under, 


I. A CERTAIN Knowledge. And 
2. A DETERMINING Providence. 


1. FirsT of all then, the moſt caſual Event of 
Things, as it ſtands related to Gop, is compre- 
hended by a certain Knowledge. Gop, by Rea- 

fon of his eternal, infinite, and indiviſible Nature, 
is, by one ſingle Act of Duration, preſent to all 
the ſucceflive Portions of Time, and — 
to all Things ſucceſſively exiſting in them: Whic 
eternal, indivifible Act of his Exiſtence, makes 
all Futures actually preſent to Him. | 


Bor 
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Bur I ſhall not inſiſt upon theſe Speculations ; 
which when they are molt refined, ſerve only to 
ſhew, how impoſlible it is for us to have a clear 
and explicit Notion of that which is infinite. 


| it ſuffice us in general, to acknowledge and adore 


the vaſt Compaſs of Gop's Fay" aa that it 
is a Light ſhining into every dark Corner, rippin 
up all — and fedfaltiy graſping the : 
and moſt ſlippery Uncertainties. As when we ſee 
the Sun ſhine upon a River, tho' the Waves of it 
move and roll this Way and that Way by the 
Wind, yet for all their Unſettledneſs, the Sun 
ſtrikes them with a dizeQ and certain Regen 
Look upon Things of the moſt accidental 
mutable Nature, accidental in their Production, 


and mutable in their Continuance; yet Gop's 


Preſcience of them is as certain in Him, as the 
Memory of them is or can be in us. He knows 
which Way the Lot and the Dye ſhall fall, as per- 
ſectly as if they were already caſt. All Futurities 
are naked before that All-ſeeing Eye, the Sight of 
which is no more hindered by Diſtance of I ime, 
than the Sight of an Angel can be determined by 
Diſtance of Place. 1 7 ot 


2. As all Contingencies are comprehended by a 


certain Divine Knowledge, ſo they are governed 


by as certain and ſteady a Providence. 


THERE is no wandering out of the Reach of 
this, no ſlipping thro' — of Omnipotence. 
God's Hand is as ſteady as his Eye, and certainly 
thus to reduce Contingency to Method, Inſtability 
and Chance itſelf to an unfailing Rule and Order, 
argues ſuch a Mind as is fit to govern the World; 
and I am ſure, nothing leſs than ſuch an one 
can, | 


E 2 Now 
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_ Caſualties under 


Now Gop me be ſaid to bring the greateſt 
is Providence upon a twofold 

6.) Tnar He direQs them to a certain End. 
(2.) S weighty and great Ends. 
(x) Anv firſt of all He directs them' to a cer- 


PROVIDENCE never ſhoots at Rovers. There 
is an Arrow that flies by Night, as well as by 


Day, and Gop is the Perſon that ſhoots it, who 


can aim them as well as in the Day. 


THERE is not the leaſt Thing that falls within 
the Cognizance of Man, but is directed by the 
Counſel of Gop. Not an Hair can fall from our 
Head, nor a Sparrow to the Ground, without the 
Will of our heavenly Father. Such an univerſal 
Super-intendency has the Eye and Hand of Provi- 
dence over all, even the moſt minute and inconſi- 
derable Things. l 8 


Nay, and ſinful Actions too are over- ruled to 
à certain Iſſue; even that horrid Villainy of the 
Crucifixion of our Saviour, was not à Thing 
left to the Diſpoſal of Chance and Uncertainty ; 


but in Ads ii. 23. it is ſaid of Him, that He was 


delivered to the wicked Hands of his Murderers, by 
the determinate Counſel and Fore-knowledge of Goo: 
For ſurely the Son of Gop could not die by 
Chance, nor the greateſt Thing that ever came 
— paſs in Nature, be left to an undeterminate 


Is 
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in a Word, if we allow Gop to be the Gover- 
nor of the World, we cannot but un that He 
orders and diſpoſes of all inferior Events; and if 


we allow Him to be a wiſe and a rational Gover- 
nor, He cannot but direct them to a certain End. 


(2.) In the next Place He directs all theſe appear- 
ing Caſualties, not only to certain, but alſo to very 
great Ends. | | K | 


He that created Something out of Nothing, 
ſurely can raiſe great Things out of ſmall; and 
bring all the ſcattered and diforder'd Paſſages of 
Affairs into a great, beautiful, and exact Frame. 
Now this over-ruling, direting Power of Gop 
may be conſidered, f 


. | | 
- Firſt, In Reference to the Societies, or united 


| Secondly, In Reference to particular Perſons. 


Firſt. And firſt for Societies. Gop and Na- 
ture do not principally concern themſelves in the 
Preſervation of — thr but of Kinds and Com- 
panies. Accordingly, we muſt allow Providence 
to be more intent and ſollicitous about Nations and 
Governments, than about any private Intereſt 
whatſoever. Upon which Account it muſt needs 
have a peculiar Influence upon the Erection, Con- 
tinuance, and Diſſolution of every Society. Which 
great Effects it is ſtrange to conſider, by what ſmall, 
inconſiderable Means they are often brought about, 
and thoſe ſo wholly undeſigned by ſuch as are the 
immediate viſible Actors in them. Examples of 
= we have both in Holy Writ, and alſo in other 

ories. a os 
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AND firſt for thoſe of the former Sort. 


Laer us reflet upon that ſtrange and ATT, 
Story of Fo/eph and his — a Story that 
ſeems to be made up of Nothing elſe but Chances, 


and little Contingencies, all directed to mighty 
Ends. For was it not a mere Chance that his Fa- 


ther Jacob ſhould ſend him to viſit his Brethren, 
juſt at that Time that the Vmaelites were to paſs 


that Way, and fo his unnatutal Brethren take 
3 to ſell him to them, and they to carry him 
into Xgypt ? And then that he ſhould be caſt into 
Priſon, and thereby brought at length tothe Know- 
ledge of Pharasch in that unlikely Manner that he 


was? Yet by a joint Connection of every one of 


theſe caſual ia Providence ſerved itſelf in the 
Preſervation of a Kingdom from Famine, and of 
the Church, then circumſcrib'd within the Family 
of Jacob. Likewiſe by their ſojourning in Agypt, 
he made Way for their Bondage there, and their 
Bondage for a glorious Deliverance through thoſe 
prodigious Manifeſtations of the Divine Power, 


in the ſeveral Plagues inflicted upon the Zgyptians. 
As then for Examples out of other Hiſtories, 


to hint a few of them. 


 PBRHAPS i is none more remarkable, than 
that Paſſage — the Great, ann. 


Expedition againſt Darius 


Wan in his 8 — 00 


bathe himſelf in the River Cydnus, through the ex- 
ceſſive Coldneſs of thoſe Waters, he fell ſick, near 
unto Death, for three Days; during which ſhort 
Space the Perfan Army 


* tn his {mall Army was able to equal _ 
under 
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had — into the 
ſtrait Paſſages of Cicilia; by which Means Alar- 
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under thoſe Diſadvantages, and to fight and con- 
quer them. Whereas had not this Stop been given 
by that accidental Sickneſs, his great Courage would, 
beyond all Doubt, have carried him directly for- 
ward to the Enemy, *till he had met him in the vaſt 
open Plains of Perſia, where his ſmall Numbers 
would have been contemptible, and the Perſian 
Multitudes formidable; and in all Likelihood of 
Reaſon, victorious. So that this one little Acci- 
dent of that Prince's taking a Fancy to bathe him- 
ſelf at that Time, cauſed the Interruption of his 
March, and that Interruption gave Occaſion to 
that great Victory that founded the third Monar- 
chy of the World. In like Manner, how much of 
Caſualty was there in the Preſervation of Romulus, 
as ſoon as born expoſed by his Uncle, and took up 
and nouriſhed by a Shepherd? (for the Story of the 
| She-Wolf is a Fable.) And yet in that one Acci- 
dent was laid down the Foundation of the fourth 
univerſal Monarchy, = SLAC | 


> BB + How doubtful a Cafe was it, whether Hannibal, 
5 after the Battle of Canne, ſhould march directly 
| to Rome, or Campania ? Certain it is, that there 
1 was more Reaſon for the former ; and he was a 
| I Perſon that had ſometimes the Command of Rea- 
bon, as well as Regiments: Vet his Reaſon deſert- 
ed his Conduct at that Time, and by not going to 
Rome, he gave Occaſion to thoſe Recruits of the 
Roman Strength, that prevailed to the Conqueſt of 
his Country, and at length to the Deſtruction of 
Carthage itſelf, one of the moſt puiſſant Cities in 
the World. n re n, 


AND to deſcend to Occurrences within our own 
Nation. How many ftrange Accidents concurred 
in the whole Buſineſs of King Henry the Eighth's 
Divorce! Vet we ſee Providence directed * and 

; cr” | | ; em 
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them to an entire Change of the Affairs and State 


of the whole Kingdem. And ſurely, there could 
not be a greater Chance than that which brought to 
Light, the Powder-T reaſon, when Providence (a 


it were) ſnatch'd a King and out of the 
Jaws of Death, only 3 iſtake of a Word 
in the Direction of a Letter. 


* 


But of al Caſes, in which little Caſualties 
duce greatand range Effects, the chief is in War, 


pon the Iſſues of which hangz the Fortune of States 


uy I am ſure, whoſe great Eagpchy ans 

Condurt put his Succeſs us much out of the 

of Chance, as human Reaſon could well — — 
upon Occaſion of a notable Experiment that had 
like to have loſt him his hole Army at Dyrrachium, 
sells us the Power of it ia the third Book of his 
Commentaries, De Bello Civili, * Fortuna gue 
« plurimum poteft, cùm in altis rebus, tum præci- 
in belles, in purvis moment's magnat rerun 
6© mutgtiones effecic.”” Nay, and a greater than 
Cefar, even the Spirit of Gop Himſelf, in Ecciſ 
| declares, that the Banlle is not al- 
ways ts the Strong. So that upon this Account, 
every Wariior may in ſome Senſe: be ſaid to bea 
Soldier of Fortune; and the beſt Commanders to 
have a Kind of Lottery for their Work, as, amongſt 
us, they have for a Reward. For how often have 
Whole Armies been routed by a little Miſtake, or a 
ſudden Fear raiſed in the Soldiers Minds, upon 
ſome trivial Ground or Occaſion ? | 


- SOMETIMEs the Miſunderſtanding of a Word 
has ſcattered and deſtro yed thoſe who have been 
even in Poſſeſſion of Vieory, and wholly turned 
the Fortune of ——— A Spark of Fire, or an 

unexpected 
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nexpected Guſt of Wind may ruin a Navy. And 


Wometimes a falſe, ſenſeleſs Report has ſpread fo far, 
and ſunk ſo — into the Peoples Minds, as to cauſe 


Ja Tumult, and that Tumult a Rebellion, and that 
Rebellion has ended i in the Suverſion of 2 Govern- 


men bo * 


AND in the late War between the King and | 
ſome of his Rebel - Subjects, has it not ſometimes 
been at an even Caſt, whether his Army fhould 
march this Way, or that Way? Whereas had it 
took that Way, which actually it did not, Things 
I afterwards fo fell out, that in very high Probability, 
ind I it muſt have met with: fuch Succeſs, as would have 
ver put an happy Iſſue to that wretched War, and 
yet ¶ thereby have continued the Crown upon that Prince $ 
Head, and his Head upon his Shoulders. i: 


m, 1 
his | Maze Pulliges happen in the World, much 
like that /ittle Clond, 1 Kings xviii. that appeared at 
i- WW firſt to Elijab's Servant, no bigger than a Man's 
Hand, — preſently aſter grew and ſpread, and 


blacken'd the Face of the whole Heaven, and then 
diſcharged itſelf in Thunder and Rain, and a m 

ty Tempeſt. So theſe Accidents when they Fa = 
happen, ſeem but ſmall and contemptible ; Putby 
Degrees they branch out, and wider themſeſves 
into ſuch a numerous Train of miſchievous Conſe- 
quences, one dra after it another, by a conti 
nued Dependence and Multiplication, that the 
Plague becomes victorious and univerſal, and per- 
ſonal — determines in a national Cala- 


mity. 


Fox who, that ſhould v view the ſmall, deſpica- 
ble Beginnings of ſome Things and Perfons at firſt, 
_ imagine or  prognoſticate thofe vaſt and-ftu- 


pendous 
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pendeus Increaſes of Fortune, that have after- 
wards followed them? 
Wuo, that has look'd upon Agathechles firſt 
handling the Clay, and making Pots under his Fa- 
ther, and afterwards turning Robber could have 


thought, that from ſuch as Condition, he ſhould 
come to be King of Sicily? x 


Who, that had ſeen Maſianello, a poor Fiſher- 
man with his red Cap, and his Angle, could have 
reckon'd i it poſſible to ſee ſuch a pitiful Thing with- 
in a Week after, ſhining in his Cloth of Gold, 
and with a Word, or a Nod, abſolutely command- 
. che whole City of Naples? 


Ix is (as it were) the Sport of the e 
thus to baffle and confound the Sons of Men 
ſuch Events, as both croſs the Methods of wy 
Actings, and ſurpaſs the Meaſure of their Expec- 
tations. For according to both theſe, Men Fail 
ſuppoſe a gradual natural Progreſs of Things ; as 
that from great, Things and Perſons ſhould grow 
greater, till at length, by many Steps and Aſcents, 
they come to be at the great; not conſidering, 
that when hang > deſigns, ſtrange and mighty 
Changes, it gives Men Wings inſtead of Legs; 
and inflead of climbing leifurely, makes them at 
once fly to the Top and Height of Greatneſs and 
Power. So that the World about them (looking 
up to thoſe illuſtrious Upſtarts (ſcarce knows who, 
or whence they were, nor they themſelves where 


they are. 


_ Ir were infinite to infift "upon. particular In- 


ſtances ; Hiſtories are full of them, ne 
ence feals the Truth of 3 r e e 
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- In the next Place, let us conſider to what great 

Purpoſes God directs theſe little Caſualties, with 
Reference to particular Perſons ; and thoſe either 
publick or private. 


1. And firſt for publick Perſons as Princes. 
Was it not a mere Accident, that Pharaoh's Daughter 
met with Moſes? Yet it was a Means to bring him 
up in the Ægyptian Court, then the School of all 
Arts and Policy, and ſo to fit him for that great 
and arduous Employment that Gop deſigned him 
to. For ſee upon what little Hinges that great Aﬀair 
turned ; for had either the Child been caſt out, or 


Pharaos Daughter come down the River but an 


Hour ſooner, or later; or had that little Veſſel not 
been caſt by the Parents, or carried by the Water 
into that very Place, where it was, in all Likeli- 


: hood the Child muſt have undergone the common 


Lot of other Hebrew Children, and been cither 
ſtarved or drowned. That Ofavius Cz/ar ſhould 


| ſhift his Tent (which he had never uſed to do be- 


fore) juſt that very Night that it happened to be 
took by the Ys was a mere Caſualty; yet 


ſuch an one, as preſerved a Perſon who lived to eſ- 


tabliſh a total Alteration of Government in the Im- 
perial City of the World, | 


But we need not go far for a Prince preſerved by 
as ſtrange a Series of little Contingencies, as ever 
were managed by the Art of Providence to ſo great 
2 Purpoſe. | s ; | , 

THERE was but an Hair's Breadth between him 
and certain Deſtruction, for the Space of many Days. 
For had the Rebel-forces gone one Way, rather 
than another, or come but a little ſooner to his hid- 
ing Place, or but miſtruſted ſomething which they 


aiſed over, (all which Things might very eaſily 
Vor. XIA. - Fo ** 


have 


62 A SERMON on 


have happened; ) we had not ſeen this Face of. 
Things at this Day. 


Ox the contrary, when Providence deßg ei 
ment, or Deſtruction to a Prince, No · body e 
by what little, unuſual, unregarded Means the fa- 
tal Blow ſball reach him. If Ahab be deſigned for 
Death, though a Soldier in the Enemies Army 
draws a Bow at a Venture; yet the ſure, unerring 
DireRions of Providence ſhall carry it in a direct 
Courſe to his Heart, and there ele the Revenge 
of Heaven. n 


A old Wanda ſhall caſt Sol 2 Stone 008 a 

Wall, and Gop ſhall ſend it to the Head of Mi- 
melech, and ſo ſacrifice a King in the very Head of 
his Army. 


How many Warnings bad Julius Cæſar of the fatal 
Ides of March? Whereupon ſametimes he reſolved 
not to go the Senate, and ſometimes again he would 
go; and when at length he did go, in s Paſſage thi- 
ther, one put into his Hand a Note of the whole Con- 
ſpiracy againſt him, together with the Names of the 
Conſvirators, defiring him to read it forthwith. 
But continual Salutes and Addrefles entertaining 
him all the Way, kept him. from faying ſo great a 
Life, but with one Glance, of his Eye upon the 
Paper; *till he came to the fatal Place where he 
was ftabb'd; and died with the very Means of af 
venting Death in his Hand. 


Hzxxy the ſecond of France, by 2 1 un- 
happily thruſt into his Eye at a ſolemn Juſting, 
was diſpatch'd and ſent but of the World, 7 a 


ſad, but very accidental Death... 
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Ix a Word, Gon has many Ways to reap down 
the Grandees of the Earth; an Arrow, a Bullet, a 
Tile, a Stone from an Houſe, is enough to do it: 
And beſides ell theſe Ways, ſometimes, when be 

intends to bereave the World of a Prince or an il- 
luſtrious Perſon, he may caſt him upon a bold, ſelf- 
opinioned Phyſician, worſe 'than his Diſtemper, 

who ſhall doſe and bleed, and kill him ſecundum ar- 

tem, and make a ſhift to cure him into his Grave. 


; 
N 
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I 1-2laft Place, we will conſider this directing 
Influence of God, with Reference to private Per- 
ſons ; and that, as touching Things of neareſt Con- 
L, cernment to them. As. 


7 4s Taz Lives. K 1 
2. Taz Health. 
4. Tuzin Friendſhips. | 

fly, their Employments, or Preſs 


* 


. LY Anp 


4 -_- And firſt ſor Mens Lives. Though theſe are 
; 
. 


Things for which Nature knows no Price or Ran- 

ſom ; yet 1 appeal to univerſal Experience, whether 

they have not, in many Men, hung often upon a 

very flender Thread, and the Di between 

them and Death been very nice, and the Eſcape 

. wonderful. There have been ſome, who upon a 

0 fight, and perbaps groundleſs Occaſton, have gone 

? out of a Ship, or Houſe, and the. Ship has funk, 

and the Houſe has fell immediately after their De- 
parture. 8 ER JENS to 6 p * 
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Hz that, in a great Wind, fulpeAingthe Strength 
ef his Houſe, betook himſelf to his Orchard, and 
walking there, was knocked on the Head by a Tree, 
falling through the Fury of a ſudden Guſt, wanted 


but the Advance of one or two Steps, to have put 
him out of the Way of that mortal Blow. 


HE that being ſubjeR to an Apoplexy, uſed til} 
to carry his Remedy about him; but, upon a 
Time, ſhifting his Cloaths, and not taking that 
with him, chanced, upon that very Day, to be 
ſurprized in a Fit, and to die init, certainly owed 
his Death to a mere Accident, to a little Inadver- 
tency and Failure of Memory. But not to recount 
too many Particulars: May not every Soldier, that 
comes alive out of the Battle, paſs for a living Mo- 
nument of a benign Chance, and an happy Provi- 
dence? For was he not in the neareſt Neighbour- 
hood to Death? And might not the Bullet, that 
perhaps razed his Cheek, have as eaſily gone into 
his Head? And the Sword that glanced upon his 
Arm, with a little Diverfion have found the Way 
to his Heart? But the Workings of Providence are 
marvelous, and the Methods ſecret and untraceable, 
by which it diſpoſes of the Lives of Men. f 


Ix like Manner, for Mens Health, it is no leſs 
wonderful to conſider to what ſtrange Caſualties 
many ſick Perſons often owe their Recovery. Per- 

haps an unuſual Draught, or Morſel, of Bins ac- 

_ cidental Violence of Motion has removed that Ma- 
lady, that for many Years has baffled the Skill of 
all Phyſicians. So that, in Effect, he is the beſt 
Phyſician, that has the beſt Luck; he preſcribes, 
but it is Chance that cures. e 


Tur Perſon, that (being provoked by excel- 
ſive Pain) thruſt his Dagger into 'his Body, and 
thereby 
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Wit, to Perſons otherwiſe very hallo, and no 
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thereby, inſtead of reaching his Vitale, opened an 


Impoſthume, the unknown Cauſe of all his Pain, 
and ſo tabbed himſelf into perfect Health and Eaſe, 
furely had great Reaſon to acknowledge Chance for 
his - rgeon, and Providence for the Guidex of his 
Hand. 9 


AND then alſo for Mens Reputation; and that 
either in Point of Wiſdom, or of Wit. There is 
hardly any * which (for the moſt Part) falls 
under a greater Chance: If a Man ſucceeds in 2 


4 


Attempt, though undertook with never ſo m 


Folly and Raſhneſs, his Succeſs ſhall vouch him a 
Politician: For give any one Fortune, and he ſhall 
be thought a wiſe Man, in Spite of his Heartz nay, 
and of his Head too. On the contrary, be a De- 

ſign never ſo artificially laid, and ſpun in the fineſt 
Thread of Policy, if it chances to be defeated by 
ſome croſs Accident, the Man is then run down 
by an univerſal Vogue; his Counſels are derided; 
his Prudence queſtioned, and his Perſon deſpiſed: 


Achrror Hl was as great an Oracle, and gave 
as good Counſel to Abſalom, as ever he had given 
to David; hut not having the good Luck to be be- 
lieved, and thereupon loſing his former Repute, he 
thought it high Time to hang himſelf. - And, n 
the other Side, there have been ſome, who for 
ſeveral Years have been Fools with tolerable good 
Reputation, and never diſcovered themſelves to be 
fo, *till at length they attempted to be Knaves alſe, 


Aup as the Repute of Wiſdom, fo thut of Wit 
alſo, is very caſual. Sometimes a Jucky Saying, 
or a pertinent Reply; has procured an Eſteem of 


Ways accuſtorncd to utter ſuch Fhings by amy 
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ſtanding Ability of Mind; ſo that if ſuch an one 
ſhould þ have the ill Hap at any Time to ſtrike a Man 
dead with a ſmart Saying, it ought, in all Reaſon 
and Conſcience, to be Judged but a Chance-medly; 


ay guilty of any Deſign 


the poor Man being no 
of Wit. 


Nay, a Stock of Wit, 

t the wittieſt Sayings and Sentences will be found 
ina great Meaſure the Iſſues of Chance, and no- | 
thing elſe but ſo many lucky Hits of .a roving 
Fancy. 


Moxrzover, ſometimes a Man' 8 Reputation 
riſes or falls, as his Memory ſerves him in a Per- 
formance ; and yet there is nothing more fickle, 
ſlippery, under Command, than this Fa- 
culty. So that many having uſed their utmoſt Di- 

to ſecure a faithful Retention of the Things 
or Words committed to it, yet after all cannot cer- 
tainly know where it will trip, and fail them. 
Any ſudden Diverſion of the Spirits, or the Juſtlin 
in of a tranſient Thought, is able to deface thoſe 
little es of Things, and fo breaking the Tri 
that was laid in the Mind, to leave a in the 
Lurch: And for the other Part of Memory, called 
Reminiſcence; which is the retrieving — a Thing 
at preſent forgot, or but confuſedly remembered, 
by ſetting the Mind to hunt over all its Notions, 
and to ranfack every little Cell of the Brain: While 
it is thus buſted, how accidentally often does the 
Thing ſought for, offer itſelf to the Mind? And 
by what ſmall Hints does the Mind catch . of, 
and recover a vaniſhing Notion? 170 


In ſhort, though Wit ien certain 
— habitual Perfections of the Mind, yet the De- 
canton of them (which alone briogs the Repure) 
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is ſubjet to a thouſand Hazards. So that every 
Wit runs ſomething the ſame Riſk with the Aſtro- 


loger, who if his Predictions come to paß, is cried 
up to the Stars from whence he pretends to draw 
them; but if not, the Aſtrologer himſelf grows 


more out of Date than his Almanack. 
As then, in the fourth Place, for the Friend- 


fhips or Enmities that a Man contracts in the 
World; than which ſurely there is nothing that 
has a more direct and potent Influence upon the 
whole Courſe of a Man's Life, whether as to Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery ; yet Chance has the ruling Stroke 
in them all. | 


A Man by mere Peradventure lights into Com- 
pany, poſſibly is driven into an Houſe by a Shower 
of Rain for preſent Shelter, and there begins an Ac- 

uaintance with a Perſon ; which Acquaintance and 

ndearment grows and continues, even when Re- 
lations fail, and perhaps proves the Support of his 
Mind, and of his Fortunes, to his dying Day. 


Ars the like holds in Enmities, which come 
much more eaſily than the other. A Word unad- 
viſedly ſpoken on the one Side, or miſunderſtood 
on the other; any the leaſt Surmize of Neglect; 
ſometimes a bare Geſture; nay, the very Unſuita- 


| bleneſs of one Man's Aſpect to another Man's Fan- 


cy, has raiſed ſuch an Averſion to him, as in Time 
has produced a perfect Hatred of him, and that ſo 
firong and ſo tenacious, that it has never left vex- 
ing and troubling him, till perhaps at length it has 
worried him to his Grave; yea, and after Death 
too, has purſued him in his furviving Shadow, ex- 
ercifing the fame "Tyranny upon his very Name 
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Ir is hard to pleaſe Men of ſome Tempers, whe 
indeed hardly know what will pleaſe themſelves ; 
ip and yet if a Man does not pleaſe them, which i 
we is ten th d to one if he does, if they can but 
have P ual to their Malice, (as ſometimes 
to plague the World, Gop Jets them have) ſuch 
an one muſt expect All the Miſchicf that Power 
by * 2 lighting upon a baſe Mind, can ann 


rere DD o 


—, * 


Is the laft Place. As for Mens Eoptoyment 
and Preferments, every Man that ſets forth into 
the World, comes into a great Lottery, and draws 
ſome one certain Profeſſion to act and live by, but 
knows not the Fortune that will attend him in it. 


One Man perhaps proves miſerable in the Study 
of the Law, which might have flouriſhed in thet 
of Phyſick or Divinity. Another proves a 
dull and heavy Philoſopher, who poffibly would 
have made a good Mechanick, and have done well 


9 at the e ae of the DEA or the 
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Now, let this Man refle& upon the Time when 
all theſe ſeveral Callings and Profeſſions were equa}- 
ly offered to his Choice, and confider how indiffe · 
rent it was once for him to have fixed upon any 
one of them, and what Ar Accidents and Con- 
fiderations caſt the Ballance of his Choice, rather 
one Way than the other; and he will find how 
eaſily Chance may throw a Man upon a Profeſ- 

| *. which all his Diligence OT A ARE 


Amy then for the Preferadichtd W he 
that would reckon up all the Accidents that they 


depend upon, may as well undertake to count the 
„ 
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Sands, or to ſum up Infinity; ſo that Greatneſs, 
as well as an Eſtate, may, upon this Account, be 
roperly called a Man's Fortune, foraſmuch as no 
Man can ſtate either the Acquiſition or Preſerva- 
tion of it upon any certain Rules; every Man, as 
well as the Merchant, being here truly an Adven- 
turer: For the Ways by which it is obtained, are 
various, and frequently contrary: One Man, by 
ſneaking and flattering, comes to Riches and Ho- 
nour, (where it is in the Power of Fools to be- 
ſtow them) upon Obſervation whereof, another 
preſently thinks to arrive to the ſame Greatneſs, 
by the very ſame Means; but ſtriving like the 
Aſs, to court his Maſter, juſt as the Spaniel had 
done before him, inſtead of being ſtroked and made 
much of, he is only rated off and cudgelled for all 
his Courtſhip. 5 


Tus Source of Mens Preferments is moſt com- 
monly the Will, Humour and Fancy of Perſons 
in Power; whereupon, when a Prince or Grandee 
manifeſts a Liking to ſuch a bows, . ſuch an Art, 
or ſuch a Pleaſure, Men generally ſet about to 
make themſelves conſiderable for ſuch Things, and 
thereby through his Favour to advance themſelves, 
and at length, when they have ſpent their whole 
Time in them, and fo are become fit for in 
elſe, that Prince or Grandee * dies, 
another ſucceeds him, quite of a different Diſpo- 
ſition, and inclining him to be pleaſed with quite 
different Thin hereupon theſe Mens Hopes, 
Studies and Expectations are wholly at an End. 
And beſides, though the Grandee whom they build 
upon, ſhould not die, or quit the Stage, yet the 
ſame Perſon does not always like the ſame Things. 
For Age may alter his Conſtitution, Humour, or 
Appetite ; or the Circumſtances of his Affairs may 
put him upon different Courſes and Counſels; every 

One 
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one of which Azcidents "wholly alters the Road to 
Preferment. S0 that thoſe who travel that Road 
muſt be (like Highwaymen) very dextrous in ſhiſrf 
ing the Way upon every Turn; and yet their ven 
doing fo, ſometimes proves the Means of their be 
ing found out, underſtood, and abhorred; and fo 
this very Cauſe, that they are ready to do af 
Thing, are juſtly thought fat to be preferred wi 


thing. 


. . Bon ci (baſe Son to Pope 3 
VI.) uſed to boaſt to his Friend M.biauel, iu 
be had contrived his Affairs and Greatneſs int 
ſuch a Poſture of Firmneſs, that whether his hoh 
Father lived or died, they could not but be ſecum 
If he lived, there could be no Doubt of then 
and if he died, he laid his Intereſt fo, as to ove: 
rule the next Election, as he pleaſed. But all thy 
_ while, the Rolitician never thoaght, or Tonſrderec, 
that he might in the mean Time fall dangeroulj 
ick, and that Sickneſs neceſſitate his Removal from 
the Court, and during that his Abſence, his F. 
ther die, and ſo his intereſt decay, and his morta 
Enemy be choſen to the Papacy, as indeed it fel 
out. a for all his exact Plot, down was | 
caſt, from all his Greatneſs, and forced to end hi 
Days in a mean Condition: As it is r but al 


| Juch pobitiok Opiniators mould. 


. So much has Chance the Caſting- Voice in th 
. Dilpoſal of all the great Things of the Worl 
That which Men cal Merit, is a mere Nothin 
For even when Perſons af the greateſt Worth 2 
Merit are preferred, it is not their Merit, ba 
their Fortune that prefers them. ' And then, fu 
- that other ſo much admired Thing called 22 
is but little better: For when Men have buſi 
tbearſelves, and beat their Brains never ſo muc 


th 
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the whole Reſult both of their Counſels, and their 
Fortunes, is ſtill at 9 an Accident. 

And therefore, whoſoever that Man was, that faid, 
that he had rather have a Grain of Fortune, than 
Pound of Wiſdom; as to the Things of this Life, 
he ſpoke Nothing but the Voice of Wiſdom and 
ereat Experience. Py 1 


8 [ am far from affirming; that I have recounted 
all, or indeed the hundredth Part of thoſe Caſual- 
ties of human Life, that may diſplay the full Com- 
4 of Divine Providence; but furely, I have 
nM reckoned up ſo many, as ſufficiently enforce the 
noh Neceflity of our Reliance upon it, and that in Op- 
ne poſition to two Extremes that Men are uſually apt 
en to fall into. 1 


thi 1. Too much Confidence and Prefumption; in 
rec, 2 proſperous Eftate. David after his Dehverances/ 
uli from- Saul, and his: Victories over all his Enemies 
rn round about him, in Pſalm xxx. 7, 8, confeſſes 
that his Proſperity had raiſed him to ſuch a Pitch of 
Confidence, as to make him ſay, that be ſhould ne- 
ver be moved, Gop bir Favour had made his Hill 
ſo firong : But prefently he adds, almoſt in the very 
— "ra; Thou didft* bide thy, Face, and I war 
tronbicd. | cpa 5 


Tux Sun ſhines in his full Brightneſs, but the 
very Moment before he paſſes under a Cloud. Who 
8 knows. what a Day, what an Hour, nay, what a 
inute may bring forth! He who builds upon the 
Preſent, builds upon the narrow Compaſs of a 
Point; and where the Foundation is ſo narreto, 
the duperſttucture carmot be higtr and ſtrong too. 


ls a Man confident of his preſent Health and 
Strength? Why, an unwholeſome Blaſt of 1 A 
yp TE Cold, 
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Cold, or a Surfeit took by Chance, may ſhake in 


Pieces his hardy Fabrick, and (in Spite of all his 
r) ſend him, in the very Flower | 


Youth and Vigou 
of his Years, pining and drooping to his long 
Home. Nay, he cannot with any Aſſurance, fo 
much as ſtep out of his Doors, but (unleſs Gop 
commiſſions his protecting Angel to bear him up 
in his Hands) he may daſh his Foot againſt a Stone, 
and fall, and in that Fall breathe his laſt. - | 


On is a Man confident of his Eſtate, Wealth, 
and Power? Why, let him read of thoſe ſtrange 
unexpected Diſſolutions of the great Monarchies 
and Governments of the World. Governments 
that once made ſuch a Noiſe, and look'd fo big in 
the Eyes of Mankind, as being founded upon the 
deepeſt Counſels, and the ſtrongeſt Force; and yet, 
by ſome flight Miſcarriage or croſs Accident, 

which let in Ruin and Deſolation upon them at 

) are now ſo utterly extinct, that Nothing re- 
mains of them but a pr nor are there the leaſt 
Signs or Traces of them to be found, but only in 
Story. When (I fay) he ſhall have well reflected 
upon this, let him ſee what Security he can promiſe 
himſelf in his own little perfonal domeſtick Con- 


cerns, which at the beſt have but the Protection of 
the Laws to guard and defend them, which are far 


from being able to defend themſelves. 


No Man can rationally account himſelf ſecure, 


unleſs he could command all the Chances of the 

World: But how ſhould he command them, when 

he cannot ſo much as number them? Poſſibilities 

are as infinite as Gop's Power, and whatſoever 

e to paſs, no Man can certainly conclude. 
not come to pals, 5 
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PzoPLE forget how little it is that they know, 
and how much leſs it is that they can do, when 
they grow confident upon any preſent State of 


Things. 


| THERE is no one Enjoyment that a Man pleaſes 


himſelf in, but is liable to be loſt by ten thouſand: 


Accidents wholly out of all mortal Power, either 
to foreſee or to prevent. Reaſon allows none to be 
confident, but Him only who governs the World, 
who knows all Things, and can do all Things, 
and therefore can neither be ſurprized nor over- 
powered. * | 


2. Tux other Extreme, which theſe Confidera- 


tions ſhould arm the Heart of Man againſt, is, 
utter Deſpondency of Mind in a Time of preſſing 
Adverſity. | 


As he who preſumes, ſteps into the Throne of 
God; ſo he that deſpairs, limits an infinite Power 
to a finite Apprehenſion, and meaſures Providence 

his own little, contracted Model. But the 


trivances of Heaven are as much above our Po- 


liticks, as beyond our Arithmetick. 


Or thoſe many Millions of Caſualties which we 
are not aware of, there is hardly One but Gop 
can make an Inſtrument of our Deliverance. And 
moſt Men, who are at length delivered from any 
t Diſtreſs indeed, find that they are fo, by 

ays that they never thought of, Ways above or 
beſide their Imagination. 


Ax therefore let no Man, who owns the Be- 
lief of a Providence, grow deſperate or forlorn un- 


der any Calamity or Strait whatſoever; but com- 
doſe the Anguiſh of his Thoughts, and reſt his 
Vor. G amazed 
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amazed Spirits upon this one Conſideration, that 
he knows not which May the Lot may full, or what 


may happen to him; he comprehends not thoſe 
firange unaccountable Methods, by which Provi- 


dence may diſpoſe of him. 


In a Word. To ſum up all the foregoing Diſ- 


1 courſe: Since the Intereſt of Governments and 
Nations, of Princes and private Perſons, and that 


both as to Life and Health, Reputation and Honour, 


Friendſhips and Enmities, Employments and Prefer- 
ments, (notwithitanding all the Contrivance and 
Power that human Nature can exert above them) 


remain ſo wholly contingent, as to us; ſurely all 


the Reaſon of Mankind cannot ſuggeſt any ſolid 
Ground of Satisfaction, but in making that Gop 


our Friend, who is the ſole and abſolute Diſpoſer 


of all theſe Fhings: And in carrying a Conſcience 
ſo clear towards Him, as may encourage us with 
Confidence to caſt ourſelves upon him; and in 
all Caſualties ſtil} to promiſe ourſelves the beſt E- 
vents from his Providence, to whom Nothing is 


caſual ; who conftantly wills the trueſt Happineſs. 


to thoſe that truſt in Him, and works all Things 
according to the Counſel of that bleſſed Will. 
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The Practice of Reli gion enforced 
oy Redfern,” 


Preachee at Weſtminſter-Abbey, 166 7. 


Prov. x. 9. wes 


I thit walketh uprighth, welketh ſareh. 


A. it were eafy to evince, both from Reaſon 
and Experience, that there is a reſtleſs 
Activity in the Soul of Man, continual 

diſpoſing it to operate and exert its Faculties; ſo 
the Phraſe of Scripture ſtill expreſſes the Life of 
Man by Walking ; that is, it repreſents an active 
Principle in an active Poſtures And, becauſe the 


Nature of Man carries him thus out to Action, it 

is no Wonder if the ſame Nature equally renders 

him ſollicitous about — Event of his 2 
2 | or 


4, I 
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For every one, by reflecting upon the Way and 


Method of his own Workings, will find that he is 
ſtil] determined in them by a Reſpect to the Conſe- 


quence of what he does, always proceeding upon 
this Argumentation; I do ſuch a Thing, fac an 


Advantage will follow from it, and therefore { will do 
it. And if 1 do this, ſuch a Miſchief will enſue 
thereupon, and therefore [ will forbear. Every one, 
I fay, is concluded by this practical Diſcourſe, and 
for a Man to bring his Actions to the Event pro- 
poſed and deſigned by him, is e walk ſurely. But 


ſince the Event of an Action uſually follows the 


Nature or Quality of it, and the Quality follows 
the Rule directing it, it concerns a Man, by all 
Means, in. the Framing of his Actions, not to be 
deceived in the Rule which he propoſes for the 


| Meaſure of them; which, without great Caution, 


he may be theſe two Ways: 

1. By laying falſe and deceitful Principles. 

2. In Caſe he lays right Principles, = by mif- 
taking in the Conſequences which he draws from 
them. ; | 


A Error in either of which, is equally dange - 
rous; for if a Man is to draw a Line, it 1s all one 


whether he does it by a crooked Rule, or by a ſtrait 


one miſapplied. He who fixes upon falſe Princi- 
ples, treads upon infirm Ground, and fo finks ; 
and he who fails in his DeduQtions from right 
Principles, ſtumbles upon firm Ground, and ſo 


falls; the Diſaſter is not of the ſame Kind, but of 


the ſame Miſchief in both. | 
IT muft be confeſſed, that it is ſometimes very 


hard to judge of the Truth or Goodneſs of Princi- 


ples, conſidered barely in themſelves, and phe. 


% 


* 
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Now, he who guides his Actions by the Rules 
of Religion, lays theſe two Principles as the __e 
Ground of all that he does: | 


wy Tuar there is an infinite, Ck all-wiſe 
Mind governing the Aﬀairs of the World, and 


taking ſuch an Account of the Actions of Men, 
as, according to the pag of theme to N or 


reward them. 


U. Tyar there is an Eſtate of Happineſs or 
Mi, after this Life, allotted to every Man, ac 


cording to the Quality of his Actions here. Theſe, 
I ſay, are the Principles which every religious Man 


propoſes to himſelf; and the Deduction which he 
makes from them, is this: That it is his grand In- 
tereſt ſo to behave in this World, as to ſecure hims 
felf from an Eſtate of Miſery in the other. And 
thus to act, is, in the Phraſe of Scripture, to walk 

uprightly ; and it is my Buſineſs to prove, that he 
who acts in the Strength of this Concluſion, drawn 
from the two fore-mentioned Principles, walls 


ſurely, or ſecures an happy Event to his * 


in all ContifigentSes whatſoever. | 


And to demonſtrate this, I ſhall conſider the 
ſaid Principles under a three-fold bi Mit 


I, As certainly true; 
2. As probable; and, 
3. As falſe. 
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ed from thats Conſequences. But certainly he acts 

upon the ſureſt Grounds in the World, — whe- 
ther the Principles which he acts upon, prove true 
or falſe, yet ſecures an happy Iſſue to his Actions. 
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happy End, whichſoever of theſe Suppoſitions be 
right, then certainly there is none who walls /o 
furely as he who is religious. 45 


1. FIRs t therefore we will take theſe Principles 
(as we may very well do) for ertymay Wer where, 
though the Method of the preſent Diſcourſe does 
not engage me to prove them ſo, but only to ſhew 
what follows upon a Suppoſal that they are /o; yet, 
to give the greater Clearnefs to the Subject, I dal 
briefly demonſtrate them thus. 


Tr is neceſſary, that there ſhould be ſome firſt 
Mover; and, if fo, a firſt Being: And the firſt 
Being muſt infer an infinite, unlimitted Perfection 
in the faid Being; foraſmuch as if it were finite or 


limitted, that Limitation muſt have been either 


itſelf, or from Something elſe. But not from itſelf, 
fince it is contrary to Reaſon and Nature, that any 
Being ſhould limit its own Perfection; nor yet 
from Something elſe, ſince then it ſhould not have 


been the Fir, as ſuppoſing ſome other Thing co- 


evous to it, which is againſt the preſent Suppoſi- 
tion. So that it being clear, that there muſt be a 
Firft Being, and that infinitely perſect, it will fol- 
low, that all other Perfection that is, muſt be de- 


rived from it; and fo we infer the Creation of the 


World: And then ſuppoſing the World created 
Gop, (ſince it is no Ways reconcileable to 
op's Wiſdom, that He ſhould not alſo govern 

it) Creation muſt needs infer Providence: And 

then, it being granted, that Gop governs the 

World, it will alſo follow, that He does it by 

Means ſuitable to the Natures of the Things He 

governs, and to the Attainment of the proper Ends 

of Government. And moreover, Man being by 

Nature a free, moral Agent, and ſo, capable of 

= deeviating 
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AND if the pious Man brings his Actions to an 
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deviating from his Duty, as well as performing it, 
it is neceſſary that he ſhould be governed by Laws: 


And ſince Laws require that they be enforced with 
the Sanction of Rewards and Puniſhment, ſufficient 


to work upon the Minds of ſuch as are to be go- 


verned by them: And laſtly, ſince Experience 
ſhews that Rewards and Puniſhments, terminated 
only within this Life, are not ſufficient for that 
Purpoſe, it follows, that the Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, which Gop governs Mankind by, do and 
muſt look beyond it. s 


AND thus I have given 2 brief Proof of the Cer- 
tainty of theſe Principles ; namely, that there is a 


pr me Governor of the World; and that there is 4 
future ones Happineſs or Miſery for Men after 
| hi 


this Life : ch Principles, while a Man ſteers 
his Courſe by, if he acts piouſly, ſoberly, and tem- 
perately, I ſuppoſe there needs no farther Argu- 
ments to evince, that he acts prudently and fately: 
For he acts as under the Eye of his Judge, wh 

reaches to his Creature a Command with one Hand, 
and a Reward with the other: He ſpends as a Per- 
ſon who knows that he muſt come to a Reckoning: 
He ſees an eternal Happineſs or Miſery ſuſpended: 
upon a few Days Behaviour, and therefore he lives 
every Hour as for Eternity: His future Condition 
has ſuch a powerful Influence upon his preſent 
Practice, becauſe he entertains a continual Appre- 
henſion, and a firm Perſuaſion of it. If a Man 
walks over a narrow Bridge when he is drunk, it 
is no Wonder that he forgets his Caution, while 
he over-looks the Danger. But he who is ſober, 
and views that nice Separation between himſelf and 
the devouring Deep, fo that if he ſhould flip, he 
ſees his Grave gaping under him, ſurely muſt needs 
take every Step with the utmoſt Caution and Solli- 
citude. . Ei ASSES EIT 55 Et . e 
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80 
Bor. for a Man to believe it as the moff un- f. 
doubted Certainty' in the World, that he (hall be Wl 
judged according to the Quality of his Actions here, 
and after Jud — — 5 e Recompence, 
and yet to take his full Swing in Sin, is it not a Fi 
reater Frenzy than for a Man to take a Purſe at . 
„while he is actually ſeeing another hanged ö 
for the ſame Fact? It is really to dare and defy the 
Juſtice of Heaven, to laugh at rigbt- aiming 75 f 
aer bolts, to puff at Damnation; and, in a Word, 4 
to bid Omnipotence ds its worff, He indeed, who 5 
thus walks, walks ſurely, but it is, becauſe he is þ 
fure to be damned. t 
- Feowress, it is hard to reconcile fuch a Nupit IN ; 
Courſe to the natural Way of the Soul's Acting; BW f 
according to which, the Will moves'according to 2 
the Propofals of Good and Evil, made by the Cn- | g 
derftanding: And therefore for a Man to fun 
Headlong into the bottomleſs Pit, while Conſcience 
aſſures him, that it is bottomleſs and open, and 
all Return from it deſperate and impoſſible; while b 
his Ruin ſtares him in the Face, and the Sword of a 
engeance points at his Heart, ſt ill to prefs on to N 
the Embraces of his Sin, is a Problem unxeſolvable 


upon any other Ground, but that Sin infatuates 6 
before it deſtroys. For Judbs, to receive and | 
ſwallow the Sop, when his Mafter gabe it him 
ſeaforied with thoſe terrible Words, Il had been goed 
for that Man, that h had never tern” born; Surely. 
this-argued a furious Appetite, and a ſtrong Sto- 
mach; that could thus catch at a Morfel, with the 
Fire and Brimſtone ah — about it, and (as it 
e) digeſt Death itſelf, and make a Meal upon 

I cov wilth; that every bold Sinner, when he 
is about to engage in the Commiſſion of ä 
8 | * 


» 
* 


Sin, would arreſt his Confidence, and for a while 


ſtop the Execution of his Purpoſe, with this ſhort 
Queſtion ; Do I believe it is really true, that GOD 
bas denounced Death to ſuch a Pradtice, or do I not? 

If he does not, let him renounce his Chriſtianity; 
and ſurrender back his Baptiſm, the Water of 
which might better ſerve him to cool his Tongue 
in Hell, than only to confign him over to the Ga- 
pacity of ſo black an Apoſtacy. But if he does 
believe, how will he acquit himſelf upon the Ac- 
counts of bare Reaſon? For, does he think, that 
if he purſues the Means of Death, they will not 
bring him to that fatal End? Or does he think 
that he can grapple with Divine Vengeance, and 
endure the everlaſiing Burnings, or arm himſelf 
againſt the Bites of the never-dying Worm? No, 


| furely, theſe are Things not to be imagined; 


and therefore I cannot conceive what Security the 
preſuming Sinner can promiſe himſelf, but upon 
theſe two following Accounts: e 


1. Tur Gop is merciful, and will not be 
ſo ſevere as his ord; and that bis Threatnings 
eternal Torments are not fo 1 but that there is 
8 very comſe table Latitude 4 in them for Men of 
Skill 7e creep out at. And, here it mult indeed be 
confeſſed, that Origen, and ſome others, not long 
fince, who have been ſo officious as to furbiſh up, 
and re print his old Errors, hold, that the Suffer- 
ings of the Damned are not to be, in a ſtrict Senſe, 
tierna /; but that, after a certain Period of Time, 
there ſhall be a general Goal-delivary of the Souls in 
Priſon, and that not for a farther Execution, but @ 


Bur ſuppoſing that a few Sinners relieve them- 


ſelves with ſuch groundleſs, trifling Conſiderations 
& theſe; yet may they not however faſten a ra- 


tional 


£ > 
* 
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tional Hope upon the boundleſs Mercy of Gon, 
that this may induce him to ſpare his poor Crea- 
ture, though by Sin become obnoxious to his 
Wrath? I anſwer, the Divine Mercy is indecd 
large, and far ſurpaſſing all created Meafures ; yet 
nevertheleſs it has its proper Time; and after this 
Lite it is the Time of Juſtice; and to hope for the 
Favours of Mercy then, is to expect an Harveſt 
in the Dead of Winter. Gop has caſt all his 
Works into a certain, inviolable Order; accord- 
ing to which, there is a Time to pardin, and a Time 
10 punifſ®; and the Time of the One, is not the 
Time of the Other. When Corn has once felt 
the Sickle, it has'no more Benefit from the Sun- 


2. Ir the Conſcience be too apprehenſive to 
venture the final Hue of Things, upon a fond 
Perſuaſion, that'the Great Judge of the World 
will not execute the Sentence prnbunced by him; 
@s if He had threatned Men with Hell, rather to 
Fright them from Sin, thim with an ' Intent to puniſh 
them for ir; I fay, if the Conſeiente cannot find 
any Satisfaction or Support from ſuch Reafonings 


a theſe, - yet may it not at Jeaft' relieve itſelf 


wich the Purpoſes of a future Repentance, not- 
withſtanding” its preſent Violations of the Law ? 


all others, the moſt ungrounded and irrational: 
For upon what Ground can a Man promiſe him- 
 felf a futore Repentance, who cannot promiſe 
himſelf a Futurity? Whoſe Life depends upon his 
Breath, and is fo reſtrained to the preſent, that it 


cannot ſecure to itſelf the Reverſion of the very+ 


next Minute? Have not many died with the Guilt 
of Impenitence, and the Defigns of Repentance 


together ? If a Man die To- day, by the tele, 


Lanſwer, that this certairly is a Confidence, of 
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of ſome. ill Humours, will it avail him: that he in- 


tended to have bled and purged To- moꝛrow ? 


Bur how dares ſinful Duſt and Aſhes invade the 
Prerogative of Providence, and carve out to himfelf 
the Seaſons and Iſſues of Life and Death, which 
the Father keeps wholly within bis own. Power © 
How does that Man who thinks he ſins ſccurely, 
under the Shelter of ſome remote Purpoſes of A- 
mendment, know, but that the Decree above may 
be already paſſed againſt him, and his Allowance 
of Mercy ſpent ; ſo that the Bow in the Clouds is 
now drawn, and the Arrow levelled at his. Head; 
and not many Days like to paſs, but perhaps an 
Apoplexy, or an Impoſthume, or ſome.: ſudden 
Diſaſter may ſtop his Breath, and reap him down 
as a Sinner Tipe for Deſlruction? 

I coNCLUDE therefore, that, upon Suppoſition 
of the certain Truth of the Principles of Religion; 
he who wa/ks net utrigluh, has neither from the 
Preſumption of Gop's Mercy. reverſing the Drarer 
of bis Fuftice, nor from: his own, Purpeſes of 4 ron 
ture Repentance, any ſure Ground to. ſet his þ 
upon; but im this whale: Courſe acts as directly in 
Cantraditivg to Nature, as he does in Defiance 
of Grace, In a Word, he is beſatted, and has loſt 
his Reaſon; and what then cau there wann 5 
gion to take Hold of him S 


con we now. to the Second 88 = bees 
which we ſhew, that the: Principles of Religion, 
ad down by us, might be conſidered; and that 
i, as only probable. Where we muſt obſerve,. that 
Probability does not pr operly make any Alterations. - 
either in the Truth or ee Thi Thing ;z- but: only 
Ports a different Degree of eſs,. or 


"race be Pairing. 8. So thavekatis. 
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to le accounted probable, which has more or better | 
ments producible for it, that can be brought 
againſt it; and ſurely ſuch a Thing, at leaſt, is 
—_—_ For certain it is, that Religion is uni- 
verſal, I mean, the fr Rudiments and general No. 
tions of Religion, called Natural Reli gion, and con- 
fling in the Acknowledgment of a Deity, and of the 
common Principles 7 Morality, and a future E/la': 
of Souls after Death. This Notion of Religion has 
iffuſed itſelf in ſome Degree or other, as far as 
human Nature extends: So that there is no Nation 
in the World, though plunged into never fo groſs 
Idolatry, but has ſome awful Senſe of a Deity, and 

a Perſuaſion of a State of Retribution to Mcn after 

- LOS... 5 


Bur now, if there are really no ſuch Things, 

but all is a mere Lye, and a Fable, contrived only 

to chain up the Liberty of Man's Nature from a 
freer Enjoyment of thoſe Things, which otherwiſe 

it would have as full a Right to enjoy, as to breathe: 

I demand whence this Perſuaſion could thus come 
to be univerſal? For was it ever known, in any 

other Inſtance, that the whole World was brought 

to A in the Belief of a Lye? Nay, and of 

ſuch a Lye, as ſhould lay-upon Men ſuch unplezfing 
Abridgments, tying them up from a full Gratifica- 

tion of thoſe Luſts and Appetites, which they ſo 
impatiently defire to ſatisfy, and conſequently, by 

all Means, to remove thoſe Impediments that might 

any Way obſtruct their Satisfaction? Since there. 

fore it cannot be made out, upon any Principle of 

Reaſon, how all the Nations in the World, other- 

' wiſe ſo. diſtant in Situation, Manners, Intereſts, 

| and Inclination, ſhould by Deſign or Combination, 
* meet in one Perſuaſion; and withall, that Men, 

who ſo mortally hate to be deceived, and impoſed IF 
| upon, ſhould yet ſuffer themſelves nn b 


? 
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= by ſuch a Perſuaſion as is falſe; and not val” Me; 


gf but alſo croſs and contrary to their ſtrongeſt Defires; 
*4 ſo that if it were falſe, they would ſet the utmoſt 
7 Force of their Reaſon on Work to diſcover that Fal- 
. ſity, and thereby diſenthrall themſelves: And farther, 
he fince there is Nothing falſe, but what may be proved 
os to be ſo: And yet, laſtly, ſince all the Power and 
1 Induſtry of Man's Mind, has not been hitherte 
oy able to prove a Falſity in the Principles of Religion, 
_ it irrefragably follows, that Religion is, at leaſt, a 
8 very high Probability. | 
5 | AND this is that which I here contend for, that 
it is not neceſſary to the obliging Men to believe 
Religion to be true, that this Truth be made out to 
85 their Reaſon, by Arguments demonſtratively cer- 
ly tain; but that it is ſufficient to render their Unbe- 
:  lief unexcuſable, even upon the Account of bare 
ſe Reaſon, if the Truth of Religion carry in it a much 
e: greater Probability, than any of thoſe Reaſonings 
e hat pretend the Contrary: And this I prove in the 
y Strength of theſe two Conſiderations. 
t | 
- oil THAT no Man, in Matters of this Life, re- 
9 quires an Aſſurance either of the Good, which he 
* deſigns, or of the Evil which he avoids, from Ar- 
0 N demonſtratively certain; but judges him- 
If to have ſufficient Ground to act upon, from 2 


” | Vang: Perſuaſion of the Event of Things. Ne 
Man, who firſt trafficks into a foreign Country, 

of bas any ſcientifick Evidence, that there is ſuch a 

» Country, but by Report, which can produce nes 

5 more than a moral Certainty ; that is, a very high 

Probability, and ſuch as there can be no Reaſon to 

L except againſt, He who has a probable Belief, 

d 

d 

4 


that he ſhall meet with Thieves in ſuch a Road, 
thinks himſelf to have Reaſon enough to decline it, 
Abeit he is ſure to ſuſtain ſome Inconvenience by 
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his ſo doing. But perhaps it may be replied, (and 
it is all that can be replied) that a greater Aſſurance 
and Evidence is required of the Things of the 
ether World, than of the Intereſts of this. To 
which I anſwer, that Aſſurance and Evidence have 
no Place here, as being contrary to our preſent 
Suppoſition; according to which, we are now 
treating of the practical Principles of Religion, 
only as probable. And for this, I affirm, that wnere 
the Caſe is about the hazarding an eternal, or a 
temporal Concern, there a leſs Degree of Proba- 
bility ought to engage our Caution againſt the Loſs 
of the former, than is neceſſary to engage it about 

preventing the Loſs of the latter. Foraſmuch, as 
where Things are leaſt to be put to the Venture, as 
the eternal Intereſts of the other World ought to 
be; there every, even the leaſt Probability of 
Danger, ſhould be provided againſt; but where 
the Loſs can be but temporal, every ſmall Proba- 
bility of it, need not put us fo anxiouſly to prevent 
it, ſince though it ſhould happen, the Loſs might 
be repaired ; or, if not, could not however de- 

ſtroy us, by reaching us in our higheſt Concern; 
which no temporal Thing whatſoever is, or can be. 


I} Axp this directly introduces the - 


2. ConSIDERATION or Argument, viz. That 
bare Reaſon, diſcourſing upon a Principle of Self- 
Preſervation (the fundamental Principle which Na- 
ture proceeds by) will oblige a Man voluntarily to 
undergo any leſs Evil, to ſecure himſelf but from 
the Probability of an Evil i ly greater, 
and that alſo, ſuch an one, as, if that Probability 
paſſes into a certain Event, admits of no Repara- 
tion by any After-remedy y, 1 


Now 
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Now, that Religion teaching a future Eſtate of 
Souls, is a Probability; and that its Contrary can- 
not with equal Probability be proved, we have al- 
ready evinced. This therefore being ſuppoſed, 'we 
Will ſuppoſe yet farther, that for a Man to abridge 
himſelf in the full Satisfaction of his Appetites and 
 Inclinations, is an Evil; becauſe .a preſent Pain 
and Trouble: But then it muſt likewiſe be granted, 
that Nature muſt needs abhor a State of eternal 
Pain and Miſcry much more ; and that if a Man 
does not dndebad the former leſs Evil, it is highly 

obable that ſuch an eternal Eſtate of Miſery will 
his Portion: And if fo, I would know 3 | 
thas* Man takes a ratibhal Courſe to preſerve him- 
ſelf, vyho refuſes the Endurance of theſe leſſer Trou- 
blies, to ſecure himſelf from a Conditiog incon- 
Nb more miſerable. 


Bor ſince Probability, inthe Nature of it, ſup 

es that a Thing may, or may not be ſo, for any 
Thing that yet appears or is certainly determined 
n either Side; we will — both Side 1 
this Probability : As, | 


1. Frar it is poſſible, there may 1 tech 
Thing as future Happineſs or Miſery, for thoſe 
who have lived well or ill here; and then he, who 
upon the Stre of a contrary Belief, abridged 
bimſelf in the ratification of his Appetites, ſuſ- 
tains only this Evil, viz. That he did not pleaſe his 
Senſes, and unbounded Defires, fo much as other- , 
wiſe he might, and would have done, had he not 
lived under the Check of ſuch a Belief. This is 
the utmoſt which he ſuffers : But whether this be a 
real Evil or no (whatſoever vulgar Minds "ny 
think) ſhall be diſcourſed of afterwards. 


Wn: -: 2. Bur 
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2. Bur then again, on the other Side, it is pro- 
bable there will be ſuch a future Eſtate; and then, 
how miſerable is the voluptuous, ſenſual Unbeliey- 
er? For there can be no Retreat for him then, no 


mending of his Choice in the other World, no Af- 
ter-game to be play d in Hell. It fares with Men 
in Reference to their future Eſtate, and the Con- 
dition upon which they muſt paſs to it, much as it 
does with a Merchant, having a Veſſel richly fraught 
at Sea in a Storm: The Storm grows higher and 

Higher, and threatens the utter Lok of the Ship : 
but there is one, and but one certain Way to fave 
it, which is, by throwing its rich Lading over. board; 
yet ſtill, for all this, the Man knows not but po/- 
 fibly the Storm may ceaſe, and ſo all be preſerved, 

however, in the mean Time, there is little or no 


Probability that it will do ſo; and in Caſe it ſhould 


not, he is then aſſured, that he muſt lay his Life, 
as well as his rich Commodities, in the cruel Deep. 
Now, in this Caſe, would this Man think we act 


rationally, ſhould he, upon the ſlender Poffibility - 


of eſcaping otherwiſe, ect the ſure, infallible 
Preſervation of his Life, by caſting away his rich 


Goods? No certainly, it would be fo far from it, 


that ſhould the Storm, by a ftrange Hap, ceaſe 
immediately after he has thus thrown I his 
Riches ; yet the throwing them away, was infinite 
ly more rational and eligible, than the retaining 
them could have been. | | pf 


For a Man, while he lives here, to doubt whe- 
ther there be any Hell or no; and thereupon to live 
fo, as if abſolutely there were none; but when he 
dies, to find himſelf confuted in the Flames ; this, 


ſurely, muſt be the Height of Woe and Difappoint- 


ment, and a bitter Conviction of an irrational 
Venture, and an abſurd Choice. In doubtful Ca- 
ſes, Reaſon ſtill determines for the ſafer Side; eſ- 

| pecially 
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pecially if the Caſe be not only doubtful, but alſo 
highly concerning, and the Venture be of a Sou, 
and an Eternity. | 


He. who fat at a Table, richly and deliciouſly 
furniſhed, but with a Sword hanging over his Head 
by one ſingle Thread, ſurely had enough to check - 
his Appetite, even againſt all the Raging of Hun- 
ger, and Temptations of Senſuality. The only _ 
Argument that could any oy encourage his Ap- 
petite, was, that poſſibly the Sword might not fall, 
but when his Reafon ſhould encounter it with ano- 
ther Queſtion, What if it ſhould fall? And mores / 
over, that pitiful Stay by which it hung, ſhould op- 
poſe the Likelihood that it would, to a mere Po” 
ſibility of that it might not; What could the Ma 
enjoy or taſte of his rich Banquet. with all. this 
Doubt and Horror working in his Mind ? 


THroven a Man's Condition ſhould be really in 
itſelf never ſo fafe, yet an Apprehenſion and Sur- 
miſe that it is not ſafe, is enough to make a quick 
and a tender Reaſon ſufficiently miſerable. Let 
the moſt acute and learned Unbeliever,. demon- 
firate that there is no Hell: And if he can, he fins 
ſo much the more rationally, otherwiſe if he can- 
not, the Caſe remains doubtful at leaſt: But he 
who fins abſtinately, does not act as if it were ſo 
much as doubtful; for if it were certain and evi- 
dent to Senſe, he could do no more; but for « 
Man to found a confident Practice upon a diſputu- 
ble Principle, is brutiſhly-to out-run his Reaſon, 
and to build ten Times wider than his Foundation. 
In a Word, I look upon this one ſhort Conſidera- 
tion (were there no more) as a ſuſſicient Ground 


for any rational Man to take up his Religion upon, 
ind which 1 defy the fubtleſt Atheiſt in the Word 
* H 3 Jolidly 
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good to be ſure. 
Ap ſo I proceed to the 


a Tuns and laſt Suppolition.: Under which the 
Principles of Religion may (for Argument Sake) 


be conſidered ; and that is, as falſe ; which ſurely 


muſt reach the Thoughts of any Atheiſt whatſoever. 
Nevertheleſs, even upon 
doubt not but to evince, that he who walks up- 
nght)y, walks much more more ſurely, than the 
wicked and prophane Liver ; and that with Refe- 
xence to the moſt valued temporal Enj 


ſuch as are, Reputation, Quietneſs, Health, and 
_ the like, which are the greateſt which this Life af- 
 fords, or is deſirable for. And, | br 


1. Fox Reputation or Credit. Is any one had 
in greater Efteem than the juſt Perſon; who has 
— the World an Aſſurance, by the conſtant 

enor of his Practice, that he makes a Conſci- 
ence of his Ways; that he ſcorns to do an un- 
worthy, or a baſe Thing ; to lye, to defraud, to 
undermine another's Intereſt by ſiniſter Arts? 
And is there any Thing, which reflects a greater 
Leftre upon a Man's Perſon, than a ſevere Tem- 
perance, and a Reſtraint of himſelf from vicious 
and unlawſul Pleaſures ? Does any Thing ſhine fo 
dright as Virtue, and that even in the Eyes of thoſe 
who are void of it? For hardly ſhall you find 
any one ſo bad, but he defires the Credit of being 

Thought 
| a Pleaſure, and Convenience is it, to live 
with Honour, and a fair Acceptance, amongſt thoſe 
whom we converſe with: And a Being without it, 
is not Life, but rather the Skeleton or Caput mortu- 


* 


= 


um 


this Account alſo, I 


joyments, 


„ What his Vice will not let him-Be? ſo 


9 


if he be arrived at th:t conſummate Degree of F 
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um of Life; like Tias without Day; or Day it- 
* without the Shining of the Sun to enliven ĩt. 


On the other Side, is there any Thing that more 


embitters the Enjoyments of this Life, than juſt 
Shame and Reproach? Yet this is generally the 
Lot of the —.— . and of ſome of 
1 more n 


Foa how infamous, in the firſt Place, is the 


falſe, fraudulent and unconſcionable Perſon ? And 
how quickly is his Character known ? For hardly 
ever did any Man of no Conſcience continue a 
Man of any Credit long. Likewiſe, how odious, 
as well as infamous, is ſuch an One? eſpecial] 12 


bood, to play in and out, and ſhew Tricks with 


Oaths, rs credeſt Bonds which the Conſcience 


of Man can be bound with. So that let never fo 


much Honour be placed upon him, it cleaves not to 


bim, but forthwith ceaſes to be Honour, by being 
ſo placed; no Preferment can ſweeten him, but the 
higher he lande, the farther and wider he ſtinks. 


over all the fel Kinds of We * 
W 


ſhould we ſet aſide the Conſiderations 
of the . of a better World, and allow this 
Life for the only Place and Scene of Man's Hap- 
pineſs; yet rarely Cato will be always more honou- 
rable than Clodius, and Cicero than Cætaline. Fide- 


lity, Juſtice, and Temperance, will always draw 


their own. Reward after them, or rather carry it 
with them, in thoſe Marks of Honour which they 
hx upon the Perſons who praQtiſe and purfue them. 
It is aid of ney in 1 Chron. xxix. 28. That he 
died full of Days, Riches and Honour 5 and there 
was no Need ofa Heaven, to render him in all Re- 
r 1 
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Bur in the Place, the religious Perſon walks 
upon ſurer Grounds, than the vicious and irreli- X 
gious, in Reſpect of the Eaſe, Peace, and Quiet- 
neſs which he enjoys in this World; and which 
certainly make no ſmall Part of human Felicity. 

For Anxiety and Labour are eee ients of 

that Curſe which Sin has entail'd upon fallen Man. * 
Care and Toil came into the World with Sin, and 
remain ever ſince inſeparable from it, both as to l 
its Puniſhment and Effect. 


Wu Seide ef Cin is perfectly Slavery; and ay * 
who will pay Obedience to the Commands of it, f 
| hall find it an unreaſonable e and an 
unmeaſurable Exator. 5 


AND to t nt the Caſe of ſome 8 
The ambitious Perſon muſt riſe early, and fit up 
late, and purſue his Deſign with a conſtant, inde- 
fatigable Attendance ; he muſt be infinitely patient 
and ſervile, and obnoxious to all the croſs Humours 

\ of thoſe whom he expects to riſe by, He muſt en- 
dure and digeſt all Sorts of Affronts, adore the 
Foot that kicks him, and kiſs the Hand that ſtrikes 
him; while in the mean Time, the humble and 
_ contented Man is virtuous at a much eaſier Rate: 
His Virtue bids him flecp, and takes his Reſt, while 
the other's "reſtleſs Sin bids him fit up and watch: 
He pleaſes himſelf innocently and eafily, while the 
_ ambitious Man attempts to pleaſe others ſinfully 
and — and „ in — . . 


Tas Robber, and- the Man 1 „ 
run, —— ride, and uſe all the dangerous, and een 
Ways of Eſcape; and probably, aſter ally | | 
his Sin . him to a Gaol, and from thence 


* him to the Gibbet: ut let — w 
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can wiſh, yet the innocent Perſon, with never ſo 
little of his own envies him not, and, if he has 
Nothing, fears him not. FN ö 


LixEwisk the Cheat, and fraudulent Perſon, is 
put to a thouſand Shifts to palliate his Fraud, and 
to be thought an honeſt Man: But ſurely, there 
can be no greater Labour, than to be always diſ- 
ſembling, and forced to maintain a conſtant Diſ- 
guiſe, there being ſo many Ways by which a ſmo- 
thered Truth is apt to blaze, and break out; the 
very Nature of Things making it not more natural 
for them to be, than to appear as they be. But he; 
who will be really honeſt, juſt, and fincere in his 


Dealings, needs take no Pains to be thought fo; 


no more than the Sun need take any Pains to ſhine, 
— he is up, to convince the World that it is 
yo x * * : , OO. N 7 


| And here again, to bring in the Man of Lun- 


ury and Intemperance for his Share in the Pain and 


Trouble, as well as in the fore-mention'd Shame 
and Infamy of his Vice. Can any Toil or Day- 
labour, equal the Fatigue or Drudgery, which ſuch 
an one und » While he is continually pouring 
in Draught Ker Draught, and cramming in Mor- 
ſel after Morlel, and that in Spite of Appetite and. 
Nature, till he becomes a Burden to the very Earth 
that bears him; though not ſo great an one to that, 
but that (if poſſible) he is yet a greater to himſelf? 


In the the third and laſt place, the religious per- 


lon walks upon 5 Grounds than the irreligious, 
in Reſpect of Health of his Body. Virtue 
s Friend, and an Help to 


tance are the natural Product of the Sins of In- 


We... '. = 
his Booty with as much Safety and Succeſs as he 


ature, but Vice and 
Luxury deſtroys it, and the Diſeaſes of Iatempe - 


* 
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temperance. Whereas, on the other Side, a tem- 
perate, innocent Uſe of the Creature, never caſts 
any one into a Fever, or a Surfeit. Chaſtity makes 
no Work for a Surgeon, nor ever ends in-Rotten- 
ret of Bones. Sin is the fruitful Parent of Di. 
ſtempers, and i Lives occaſion good Phyſicians, 
Seldom ſhall one ſee in Cities, Courts and rich 
Families (where Men live plentifully, and eat and 
drink freely) that pefect Health, that athletick 
Soundneſs and Vigour of Conſtitution, which is 
commonly ſeen in the Country, in poor Houſes, 
and Cottages, where Nature is their Cook, and 
Neceſlity their Caterer, and where they bave no 
other Doctor, but the Sun and the freſh Air, and 
that ſuch an One, as never ſends them to the Apo- 
thecary. It has been obſerved in the earlier Ages 
of the Church, that none lived ſuch healthful, 
and long Lives, as Monks and; Hermits, who-had 
ſequeſtered themſelves from the Pleaſures a 
Plenties of the World to a conſtant Courſe of the © 4 


La. > 2 tot 4:5 . HI r 

Non is Exceſs the only Thing by which Sin obo 
breaks Men in their Health, and the comfortable {bout 
Enjoyment of chemſelves thereby, but many are IW"*"s 
alſo brought to à very ill and Janguiſhing Habit of Mer 
Body, by mere Idleneſs; and Idleneſs is both it · Non 
ſelf a great Sin, and the Cauſe: of many more. et 
The Huſhandman returns from the Field, and 
from Manuring his Ground ſtrong and healthy, 
becauſe innocent and laborious ; you will find 20 
Diet-drinks, no Boxes of Pills, nor Galley- pets, 


—_— his Proviſions; no, he heither ſprals nor 
lives French, he is not ſe much u Gentlemin (for- 


ſooth.) His Meals are coatſe and ſhort, his 
ployment warrantable, his Sleep certain and re- 
freſhing, neither interrupted with the Laſhes of 2 
guilty Mind, nor the Achs of a crazy Body 


. 
„ 


3 Prob. x. 9. 987 
And when old Age comes upon him, it comes alone: 
bringing no other Evil with it but itſeff: But when 
it comes to wait upon a great and worſhipful Sin- 
ner (who for many Years together has had the 
Reputation of eating well, and doing ill] it comes 
(as it ought to do, to a Perſon of ſuch Quality} 
attended with a long Train and Retinue ot Rheums, 
Coughs, Catarrchs, and Dropftes, together with 
many painful Gizds and Achings, which are at 
teaſt called the G. How does fuch an one go 
about, or is carried rather, with his Body bending. 
inward, his Head Ghaking, and his Eyes always 
watering NI mg) for the Sins of his 
l- ſpent Vouth! In x Word, Old Age feizes upon 
ſuch a Perſon, like Fire upon a rotten Houſe; it 
it was rotten before, and muſt have fallen of it- 
ſelf; ſo that it is but one Ruin preventing another, 


* ak >” & TT eo © Row & 5 oe e © 


AND thus I have ſhewn the Fruits and Effects 
of Sin upon Men in this World. But peradven- 
ture it will be-replied, that there are many Sinners 
who eſcape” all theſe Calamities, and neither la- 
bour under any Shame or Diſrepute, any. Unquiet- 
neſs of Condition, or more than ordinary Diſtem- 
per of Body, but paſs their Days with as great a 
Portion of Honour, Eaſe, and Heath, as any . 
"her Men whatſoever.  'But'to this Tanſwer, _ 


Firſt, Tua thoſe Sinners who are in ſuch a 
mporally happy Condition, owe it not to their 
dns, but wholly to a benign Chance that they ate 
Þ. Providence often diſpoſes of Things by a Me- 
*. beſide; and above the Diſcourſes of Man's 


SST Sars 


m- | on. 1 4: 11 * 


londy, Tur the Number of thoſe Sinners, 
dy their Sins have been directly plunged into 


5 


. : 


d the- fore-mentioned Evits, is incomparably 
1 greater 
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ter than the Number of thoſe, whe, by the 
ingular Favour of Providence, have eſcaped them. 
And, 3 12 


Lafily, T m Ar, notwithſtanding all this, Sin 
has in itſelf a natural Tendency to bring Men un- 
dier theſe Kvils; and, if perſiſted in, will infalli- 
bly end in them, unleſs hindered by ſome unuſual 
Accident, which no Man, acting .rationally, can 
build upon. It is not impoſſible, but a Man may 
practiſe a Sin ſecretly, to his Dying-day ; but it 
is Ten Thouſand to One if the Practice be con- 
ftant, but that ſome Time or other. it will be diſ- 
covered; and then the Effect of Sin diſcovered, 
muſt be Shame and Confuſion to the Sinner, It is 
3 alſo, that a Man may be an old healthful 

icure; but I affirm alſo, that it is next to a 

iracle, and the like is to be ſaid of the ſeveral 
Inſtances of Sin, hitherto produced by us. In 
ſhort, Nothing can ſtep between them and Miſery 
in this World, but a very great, ſtrange, and un- 
uſual Chance, which none will preſume of, who 
wall ſurely. 


Ax fo, I ſuppoſe, that Religion cannot poſſi- 
bly be enforced (even in the Judgment of its beſt 
Friends, and moſt profeſſed Enemies) by any far- 
ther Arguments, than what have been produced. 
For I have ſhewn, that whether the Principles of 
it be certain, or but probable, nay, though ſup- 
2 abſolutely falſe ; yet a Man is ſure of that 

appineſs in the Practice, which he cannot be in 
the Neglect of it; and conſequently, that thougb 

be were really a ſpeculative Atheift, yet if he 
would but proceed rationally, that 1s, if (accord 
ing to his own Meaſures of Reaſon) he would b 
love himſelf, he could not however be a practice 


Acheiſt ; nor live without Gop in this Wer, me 


* 


foregoin 
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ther or no he expected to be rewarded by him in 
another. 


AND now, to make ſome Application of the 
Diſcourſe, we may, by an eaſy, but 
ſure Deduction, gather from it theſe two Things: 


Fir, Thar that prophane, atheiſtical, epi- 
curean Rabble, whom the whole Nation ſo rings 
of, and who have lived ſo much to the Defiance 
of Gop, the Diſhonour of Mankind, and the 
Diſgrace of the Age which they are caſt upon, are 
not (what they are pleaſed to think and vote them- 
ſelves) the wi/e/t Men in the World; for in Matters 


of Choice, no Man can be w/e in any Courſe or 


Practice in which he is not /afe too. But can theſe 
high Aſſumers, and Pretenders to Reaſon, prove 


themſelves ſo, admidſt all thoſe Liberties and La- 
| titudes of Practice which they 


take? Can they 
make it out againſt the common Senſe of all Man- 
kind, that there is no ſuch Thing as a future Eſtate 
of Miſery for ſuch as have lived ill here? Or, can 
they perſuade themſelves, that their own particular 
Reaſon denying, or doubting of it, ought to be 
relied upon, as a ſurer Argument of Truth, than 
the univerſal, Reaſon of all the World beſides af- 
firming it? Every Fool may believe, and pronounce 
confidently ; but wiſe Men will, in Matters of 
Diſcourſe, conclude firmly, and, in Matters of 
Practice, act ſurely : And, if theſe will do ſo too 
in the Caſe now before us, they muſt prove it not 


| only probable (which yet they can never do) but 


alſo certain, and paſt all doubt, that there is no 
Hell, nor place of Torment for the Wicked; or 
at leaſt, that they themſelves, notwithſtanding all 
their licentious Practices, are not to be reckoned 
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In the mean Time, it cannot but be Matter of 
Juſt Indignation to all knowing and good Men, to 
fee a Company of lewd, ſhallow-brained Huff, 
making Contempt of Religion the ſole Badge and 
Character of Wit, Gallantry, and true Diſcretion; 
and then, over their Pots, and Pipes, claiming 
and engrofling all theſe to themſelves ; magiſteri- 


ally cenſuring the Wiſdom of all Antiquity, ſcof- 


fing at all Nety, and (as it w— new modellin 
the whole World. When yet, ſuch as have had 
Opportunity to ſound theſe Braggers throughly, 


by having ſometimes endured the Pennance of their 


Company, have found them in Converſe fo empty 
and inſipid, in Diſcourſe ſo trifling and contemp- 


tible, that it is impoſſible but that they ſhould give 


a Credit and an Honour, to whatſoever and whom- 
ſoever they ſpeak againſt : They are, indeed, ſuch 


as ſeem wholly incapable of entertaining any De- 


lign above the preſent Gratification of their Pa- 
lates, and whoſe very Soul and Thoughts riſe no 
higher than their Throats ; but yet withal, of ſuch 
a clamorous and provoking Impiety, that they are 


enough to make the Nation like Sodom and Gomor- 


rah in their Puniſhment, as they have already 


made it too like them in their Sins. Certain it is, 


that Blaſphemy and Irreligion have grown to that 
daring Height here of late Years, that had Men 
in any ſober, civilized heathen Nation, ſpoke or 
done half ſo much in Contempt of their falfe 
Gods and Religion, as ſome in our Days and Na- 
tion, wearing the Name of Chriſtians, have ſpoke 
and done againſt Gop and Chrift, they would have 
been infallibly burnt at a Stake, as Monſters and 
publick Enemies of Society. ann 


Bur, for all this, let Atheiſts and Senſualiſts 
fatisfy themſelves as they are able. The former 


ef Which will find, that as long as Reaſon keeps 


her 


Prov. x. 9. 99 


her Ground, Religion neither can, nor will loſe 
hers. And for the ſenſual Epicure, he alſo will 
find, that there is a certain living Spark within 
him, which all the Drink he can pour in, will 
never be able to guench; nor will his rotten a- 
buſed Body have it in its Power to convey any 
putrifying, conſuming, rotting Quality to the 
Soul: No, there is no Drinking, or Swearing, ot 
| Ranting, or Fluxing a Soul out of its Immortality. 
But that muſt and will ſurvive and abide, in Spight 
of Death and the Grave; and live for ever, to 


convince ſuch Wretches, to their eterral Woe, 


that the ſo much repeated Ornament of their for- 


mer Speeches, (Gd dgmn em) was commonly 


the trueſt Word they ſpoke, though leaſt believed 
by them, while they ſpoke it. „ 


2. THe other Thing deducible from the fore- 


oing Particulars, ſhall be to inform us of the 


Way of attaining to that excellent Priviledge, fo 
juitly valued by thoſe who have it, and ſo much 
talked of by thoſe who have it not; which is, 
Aſſurance, Aſſurance is properly that Perſuaſion 
or Confidence, which a Man takes up of the Par- 
don of his Sins, and his Intereſt in Gop's Fa- 
your, upon ſuch Grounds and Terms, as the 
Scripture Jays down. But now, ſince the Scrip- 
ture promiſes eternal Happineſs and Pardon of Sin, 
upon the ſole Condition of Faith, producing fin- 
cere Obedience, it is evident, that he enly can 
plead a Title to this who performs the required 
Condition. Aud this is the only rational A u- 
rance, which a Man can with any Safety rely, or 
reſt himſelf upon. | 


Opepience and wpright Walking are ſuch ſub- 
tantial, vital Parts of Religion, as, if they be 
Vanting, can never be 1 up, or commuted for 
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by any Formalities of fantaſtick Looks or Lan- 
guage. And the great Queſtion when we come 

ereafter to be judged, will not be, How demurely . 
have you looked? With what Length have you 5 N 
and, With tol at Loudneſs and Vehemence have you 
preached ® but, How holily have you lived? and, 
Flnw uprightly have you walked ? For this, and this 

only, (through the Merits of Chris Righteouſ- 

| neſs) will come into Account, before that great 

| Fudge, who will paſs Sentence upon eve Man 

according to what he has done here in the Fleſh, whe- 
ther it be good, or whether it be evil; and there is 
| no Reſpect of Perſons with Him. 
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Preached before the Univerſity, at Chrift-- 
Church, Oxford, 1664. 
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Jokx xv. 15. 


Henceforth I call you not Servants; for the 
Servant knows not what his Lord doth - 


But I have called you Friends; fer all 


Things that I have heard of my Father, 
have I made known unto you. 


E have here an Account of Chrift”s 
Friendſhip to his Diſciples ; that is, we 
have the beſt of Things repreſented in 


the greateſt of Examples. In other Men we ſee 
the Excellency, but in Chrift the Divinity of 


Friendſhip. By our Baptiſm and Church m- 
munion, we are made one Body with Clriſ; but 
dy this we become one Soul. | 


Love is the greateſt of human AﬀeQions, and 
Friendſhip is the nobleſt and moſt refined Im- 
x 13 provement 
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provement of Love; a Quality of the largeſt Com- 
paſs. And here it is admirable to obſerve the aſ- 


cending Gradation of the Love which Chriſ bote 


to his Diſciples. "The ftrange and ſuperlative 
Greatneſs of which will appear from thoſe ſeveral 
Degrees of Kindneſs that it has manifeſted to 
Man, in the ſeveral Periods of -his Condition. 


As, 


t. Ir we conſider him antecedently to his Cre- 
ation, While he yet lay in the barren Womb of 
Nothing, and conſequently could have Nothing 
to recommend him to Chriſi's Affection, nor ſhew 
any Thing lovely but what he ſhould aſterwards 
receive from the Stamp of a preventing Love. 
Yet even then did the Love of Chrift begin to 
work, and to commence in the firſt Emanations 
and Purpoſes of Goodneſs towards Men; defign- 
ing to provide Matter for itſelf to work upon, to 
create its own Object, and like the Sun, in the 
Production of ſome Animals, firſt to give a Being, 
.and then to ſhine upon it. 


2. Lr us take the Love of Chrift as directing 
itſelf to you actually created, and brought into 
the World; and fo all thoſe glorious Endowments 
of human Nature, in its original State and Inno- 
cence, were ſo many Demonſtrations of the mu- 
nificent Goodneſs of Him, by whom Gop fr// 
made, as well as afterwards redeemed the, World. 
There was a Conſult of the whole Trinity for the 
Making of Man, that ſo he might ſhine as a Ma- 
ſter· piece, not only of the Art, but alſo of the 
Kindneſs of his Creator; with a noble and a clear 

_ » Underſtanding, a rightly difpoſed Will, and 2 
Train of Affections regular and obſequious, and 
perfectly conformable to the DiQates of that high 
and divine Principle right Reaſon. So that, . 


Perseo u Hine Ibn 


not to be reformed by any TP under a new 


:Nobn'xv.' 1. 0g 


che whole Matter, he ſtept forth, not only the 
Work of Gop's Hands, but alſo the Copy of his 
» or Repreſentation 
of the Deity in [ſmall ; contracted into 
Fleſh and Blood; and (as I 4 ſo ſpeak) the 
Preludium and fir Ede) towards che Incarnation 
of the Divine Nature. But, 


3. And laftly, Le us look upon Gn not only 
as created; and brought oo the World, with all 
theſe great — uperadded to his Being; 
but alſo, as depri 4 fallen from them, as an 
Outlaw, and a Rebel, and one that could plead 4 


Title to Nothing, but to the higheſt Severities of a 


Sin-reveng 2 Vet in this Eſtate alſo, 


the boundleſs Love of Chr:/? began to have warm 


Thoughts, and Actings ee ſo wretched a 
Creature, at this Time not only not amiable, but 
highly odious. 


WHILE indeed Man was yet l and un- 
born, tho? he had no poſitive Perfection to preſent, 
and ſet him off to Chriſt's View, yet he was at 
leaft negatively clear: And, like unwritten Paper, 
tho' it has no Draughts to entertain, yet neither 


bas it any Blots to offend the Eye, but is white, 


and innocent, and fair for an Aſter-Inſcription. 
But Man, once fallen, was —_— but a great 
Blur, nothing but a total univerſal Far, and 


Tos 


| Vir dee bete bent amd Þ eſe of Gave 
Love: For firſt, if we conſider Man in ſuch a 
loathſome and provoking Condition, was it not 
Love enough that he was fpared and permitted to 
enjoy a Being? Since, not to put à Traytor to 


Death * But then, not * 


— 
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to continue his Being, but to adorn” it with Pri- | 


vilege, and from the Number of Subjects to take 
him into the Retinue of Servants, this was yet a 
greater Love. For every one that may be fit to 
de tolerated in a Prince's Dominions, is not there- 
fore fit to be admitted into his Family; nor is any 
Prince's Court to be commenſurate to his King- 
dom. But then farther, to advance him from a 
Servant to a Friend, from only living in his Houſe 
to lying in his Boſom, this is an Inſtance of Fa- 
vour above the Rate of a created Goodneſs, an 
AR for none but the Son of Gop, who came to 
do every Thing in Miracle, to love ſuper-natu- 
rally, and to pardon infinitely, and even to lay 
down the Sovereign, while He aſſumed the Sa- 


viour. : 


Tae Text ſpeaks the winning Behaviour, and 


gracious Condeſcenſion of Chri/t to his Diſciples, in 
owning them for his Friends, who were more than 
ſufficiently honoured by being his Servants. . For 
ſtill theſe Words of his muſt be underſtood, not 
according to the bare Rigour of the Letter, but 
according to the Allowances of Expreſſion : Not 
as if the Relation of Friends had actually dif- 
charged them from that of. Servants ; but that of 
the two Relations, Chrift was pleaſed to over- 
look the meaner, and without any Mention of 


that, to entitle and denominate them ſolely from 


the more honourable, | 


For the farther Illuſtration of which, - we muſt 
premiſe this, as a certain and fundamental Truth, 
that fo far as Service imports Duty and Subjection, 
all created Beings, whether Men or Angels, bear 
the neceflary and eſſential Relation of Servants to 
Gop, and conſequently to Chrift, who is Gop 

bleſſed for ever; And this Relation is ſo , 
a 


"OS 
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Jobn xv. 1 5. 10 5 
that God Himſelf cannot diſpenſe with it, nor 
diſcharge a rational Creature from it; for altho' 
conſequentially indeed He may do ſo, by the An- 
nihilation of ſuch a Creature, and the taking away 


bis Beings yet, _—_— the Continuance of his 


Being, GoÞ cannot effect, that a Creature which 
has his Being from, and his Dependence upon 


Him, ſhould not ſtand obliged to do Him the ut- 


moſt Service that his Nature enables him to do. 
For, to ſuppoſe the contrary, would be oppoſite 
to the Law of Nature, which, conſiſting in a fix- 
ed unalterable Relation of one Nature to another, 
is, upon that Account, even by Gop Himſelf, 


indiſpenſable: Foraſmuch as having once made a 


Creature, He cannot cauſe' that that Creature 
ſhould not owe a natural Relation to his Maker, 
both of Subjection and Dependenee, (the ve 

Eſſence of a Creature importing ſo much) to whi 

Relation if he behaves himſelf unſuitably, he goes 
contrary to his Nature, and the Laws of it; 
which GopD, the Author of Nature, cannot war- 
rant without being contrary to Himſelf. From 
all which it follows, that even in our higheſt E- 
ſtate oſ Sanctity and Privilege, we yet retain the 
unavoidable Obligation of Cbriſi's e tho? 
fill with an Advantage as great as the Obligation, 
where the Service is pere Freedom + So that with 
Reference to ſuch a \LoxD, to ſerve, and to be 
free, are Terms not conſiſtent only, but abſolutely 
equivalent. | e 


: Nevtrraernss, ſince the Name of Servants 
has of old been reckoned to imply a certain Mean- 
neſs of Mind, as well as Lowneſs of Condition, 


and the ill Qualities of many who ſerved, have 


rendered the Condition itſelf not very creditable ; 
eſpecially in thoſe Ages and Places of the World, 
in which'the Condition of Servants was 38 
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different from what it is now amongſt us; they 


being generally Slaves, and ſuch as were bought 
and ſold for Money, and conſequently reckoned 
but 2 the other Goods and Chattles of their 


Lord or Maſter: It was for this Reaſon that Chri/t 
thought ft to wave the Appellation of Servant 
here, as, according to the common Uſe of it 
amongſt the Fews, (and, that Time, moſt Na- 
tions beſides).importing theſe three Qualifications, 


which, being directly contrary to the Spirit of 


Chriſtianity, were by no Means to be allowed in 
any of Chri/?”s Diſciples, 


t. Tn firſt whereof is that here mentioned in 
the Text, viz. an utter Unacquaintance with his 


Maſter's Deſigns; the Servant s net what bis 


Lerd dith. For ſeldom does any Man of Senſe 
make his Servant his Counſellor, for Fear of 
making him his Governor too. A Maſter for the 


moſt Part keeps his choiceſt Goods locked up from 


his Servant, but much more his Mind. A Ser- 
vant is to know Nothing but his Maſter's Com- 
mands; and in theſe alſo not to know the Reaſon 
of them, | | ms 


NerTHER is he to ſtand aloof from his Coun- 
ſels only, but ſometimes from his Preſence alfo ; 


and ſo far as Decency is Duty, it is ſometimes 

his Duty to avoid him. But the Voice of Cbriſt 
in his Goſpel is, Come to Me all ye that are he 

laden. The Condition of a Servant ſtaves him oft 

to a Diſtance ; but the Goſpel ſpeaks Nothing but 

Allurement, Attractives and Invitation. The Ma- 
iſterial Law bids the Perſon under it, Go, and 


muſt go: But the Goſpel ſays to every Believer, 
Come, and he cometh. A Servant dwells remote 


from all Knowledge of his Lord's Purpoſes, he 


lives 


——_— 
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lives as a Kind of Foreigner under the ſame Roof, 


a Domeſtick, and yet a Stranger too. 


2. Tut Name of Servant imports a laviſh Awe 
of Mind; as it is in Nom. viii. 5. Gop has net 
given us the Spirit of Bondage again to fear. He 
who ſerves has ſtil-the low and ignoble Reſtraints 
of Dread upon his Spirit; which in Buſineſs, and 
even in the Midſt of Action, cramps and ties up 
his Activity. He fears his Maſter's Anger, bur 
deſigns not his Favour. Quicten me (ſays David) 
with thy free Spirit. It is the Freedom of the Spi- 
rit that gives Worth and Life to the Performance. 
But a Servant is commonly leſs free in Mind than 
in Condition; his very Will ſeems to be in Bonds 
and Shackles, and De ſire itſelf under a Kind of 
Durance and Captivity. In all that a Servant does 
he is ſcarce a voluntary Agent, But when he 
ſerves himſelf : All his Services otherwiſe not flow- 
ing naturally from Inclination, but being drawn 
and forced from him. In any Work he is put to, 
let the Maſter withdraw his Eye, and he will 
quickly take off his Hand. 

3. Tur Appellation of a Servant imports a 
mercenary Temper, and denotes ſuch an one as 
makes his Reward both the Motive and Meaſure 
of his Obedience. He neither loves the Thing 
commanded, nor the Perſon who commands it, 
but is wholly intent upon his own Emolument. 
All that is given him over and above what is 
ſtrictly juſt and his Due, makes him rather worſe 
than better. A Servant rarely aſcribes what he 
receives to: the mere Liberality of the Donor, but 
to his own Worth and Ment, and to the Need 
which he ſuppoſes there is of him; which Opj- 
mon alone will be ſure to make any one of a mean 
ſervile Spirit inſolent and intolerable. 1 l 
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And thus I have ſhewn what the Qualities of a 

Servant uſually are (or at leaſt were in that Coun- 

where our Saviour lived and converſed when 

e: ſpaker theſe Words) which, no Doubt; were 

the Cauſe. why. He would not treat his Diſciples 

(whom He deſigned to be of a quite contrary Diſ- 
poſition) with this Appellation. By 


_ Coms we therefore now in the next Place to 
ſhew what is included in that great Character, 
and Privilege which He was pleaſed to vouchſafe 
both to them and to all Believers, in calling and 
accounting them his Friends. It includes in it (1 
conceive) theſe following Things: 


I. Faetpon of Acceſs. Houſe -and Heart, 


and all are-open for the Reception of a Friend. 


The Entrance is not beſet with ſolemn Excuſc: 


and lingering Delays ; but the Paſſage is eaſy and 
free from all Obſtruction, and not only admits, 
but even invites the Comer. How * cla for 
the moſt Part, is the ſame Man from himſelf, as 
he ſuſtains the Perſon of a Magiſtrate, and as he 
ſuſtains that of a Friend] As a Magiſtrate or great 
Officer he locks himſelf up from all Approaches 
by the myltiply'd Formalities of Attendance, by 
the Diſtance of Ceremony and Grandeur; ſo ma- 


ny hungry Officers to be paſſed avi fo many 


Threſholds to be ſaluted, ſo many Days to be 
ſpent in waiting for an Opportunity of, perhaps, 
but half an Hour's Converſe. | 


Bur when he is to be entertained, whoſe 
Friendſhip, not whoſe Buſineſs, demands an En- 
trance, thoſe Formalities | preſently: diſappear, al 
Impediments vaniſh, and the Rigors of the 1. 


He opens and yields himſelf to the Man of ey 


; — 
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offended Creator, 1 the Help of ſome pet. 


Jobn xv, 15. 10g 
neſs with Difficulty and ReluQtancy, but offers 
himſelf to the Viſits of a Friend with Facility, 
The Reception of one is as different from the Ad- 
miſſion of the other, as when the Earth falls open 
under the Inciſions of the Plough, and when it. 
gapes and greedily opens itſelf to drink in the Dew, 
of Heaven, or the Refreſhments of a Shower: Or 
there is as much Difference between them, as 
when a Man reaches out his Arms to take up a. 
Burden, and when he reaches them out to em- 


brace. 


Ir is confeſſed, that the vaſt Diſtance tnat Sin 
had put between the offending Creature, and the * 
Umpire and Interceſſor, to open him a new Way 
of Acceſs to Gop; and this Chri/? did for us as a 
Mediator. But we read of no Mediator to bring 
us to Chriſt; for tho', being Gop by Nature, He 
dwells in the Height of Majeſty, and the inac- 
ceſſible Glories of a Deity, yet to keep off all 
Strangeneſs between Himſelf and the Sons of 
Men, He has condeſcended to a Cognation and 
Conſanguinity with us, He has cloathed Himſelf 
with Fleſh and Blood, that ſo He might ſubdue 
his Glories to. a Poſſibility of human Converſe. 
And therefore, he that denies himſelf an immedi- 
ate Acceſs to Chriſt, affronts Him in the great 
Relation of a Friend, and as opening Himſelf both 
to our Perſons and to our W ants, with the greateſt 
Tenderneſs, and the freeſt Invitation, There is 
none who acts a Friend by a Deputy, or can be 
familiar by Proxy. % N 0 


2, Tat ſecond Privilege of Friendſhip is a fa- 
vourable Conſtruction of all Paflages between 
Friends, that are not of ſo high and ſo malign a 

Vor. XLIII. | K ; Na- 
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doubted of; why, ſtill there are other Lenitives 
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Nature as to diſſolve the Relation. Love cavers a 
Multitude of Sins, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. iv. 8. 


When a Scar cannot be taken away, the next 


kind Office is to hide it. Love rs never ſo blind: as 
when it is to ſpy Faults. It is like the, Painter, 
who being to draw the Picture of a Friend having 
a Blemiſh in one Eye, would pictute only the 
other Side of his Face. It is a noble, and a great 
"Thing to cover the Blemiſhes, and ta excuſe, the 
Failings of a Friend ; to draw a Curtain before. 

his Stains, and to diſplay his Perfections; to bury 
his Weakneſſes in Silence, but ta. proclaim his 
Virtues upon the Houſe-top. It is an Imitation of 


the Charities of Heaven, which, when the Crez- 


ture lies proſtrate in the Weakneſs of Sleep and 
Wearineſs, ſpreads the Covering of Night and 
Darkneſs over it, to conceal it in that Condition: 
But as ſoon .as our Spirits are refreſhed, and Na- 
ture returns to its Morning Vigaur, Gop then 
bids the Sun riſe, and the, Day ſhine upon us, 
both to advance and to ſhew that Activity. 


Ir is the ennobling Office of the Underſtanding, 
to correct the fallacious and, miſtaken Reports of 
Senſe, and to aſſute us that the Staff in the Water 
is ſtrait, tho' our Eye would tell us it is crooked. 
So it is the Excellency of Friendſhip to rectify the 
Malignity of thoſe Surmiſes, that. would miſ-re- 


_ preſent a Friend, and traduce him in our Thoughts. 


Am I told that my Friend has done me an Injury, 
or that he has committed any. indecent Aion ? 
Why, the firſt Debt that I both owe to his Friend- 
ſhip, and that he may challenge from mine, is 
rather to queſtion the Truth of the Report, than 


preſeatly.to believe my Friend unwarthy, Or, if 


Matter of Fact breaks, out and blazes with too 
great an Evidence to be denied, or ſo much as 


that 
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to belive them is next to it. 
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that Friendſhip will apply, before it will be 
brought to the Rigours of a condemning Sentence. 
A Friend will be ſure to act the Part of an Ad- 
vocate, before he will aſſume that of a Judge. 
And there are few Actions ſo ill (unleſs they ate 
of a very black Tincture indeed) but will admit of 
ſome Extenuation, at leaſt ſrom thoſe common 
Topicks of human Frailty; ſuch as are Ignorance 
Inadvertency, Paſſion or Surprize, Company or 
Solicitation; with many other ſuch Things, which 
may go a great Way towards excuſing the Agent, 
though they cannot abſolutely juſtify the Aflion. 
All which Apologies for, and Alleviations of 
Faults, thougb they are the Heights of Humanity, 
yet they are not the Favours, but the Duties of 
Friendſhip. Charity itſelf commands us, where 
2 know no Il, to think well of all: But Friend- 
fhip, chat always goes a Pitch higher, gives a 
Man a wet Rade and Claim to the good 


* 
* 


Opinion of his Friend. And, if we juſtiy look 


upon a Proneneſs to find Faults, as a very ill 


W have ſeen here the Demeanour of Friendſhip 
between Man and Man: But how is it, think we 
now, between Cbriſt and the Soul that depends 
upon Him? Is He any Ways ſhort in theſe Offices 
of Tenderneſs and Mitigation? No aſſuredly; but 
by infinite Degrees ſuperior. For where our Heart 
does but relent, his melts; Where cur Eye pities, 
his Bowels yearn. How many Frowardneſſeſs of 
ours does He ſmother, how many Indignities does 
He paſs by, and how. many Affronts does He put 
up àt our Hands, becauſe his Love is invincible, 


and his Friendſhip unchangeable? He rates every 
Action, every ſinful Infirmity with the Allowances 
of Mercy; and never — the Sin, but _ 
A.. | 3 2 g Y 
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ther with it He weighs the Force of the Induce- 
ment; how much of it is to be attributed to 


Choice, how much to the Violence of the Temp- 
tation, to the Stratagem of the Occaſion, and the 


"yielding Frailties of weak Nature. 

Snourp we try Men at that Rate that we iny 
Chrift, we ſhould quickly find, that the large 
Stock of human Friendſhip would be too little for 
us to ſpend long upon. But his Compaſſinn fol- 
Jows us with an infinite Supply. He is Gop in 
his Friendſhip, as well as in his Nature, and there- 
fore we ſinſul Creatures are not took upon Advan- 
tages, nor conſumed in our Provocations. 


Sex this exemplified in bis Behaviour to his 
Diſciples, while He was yet upon Earth: How 
ready was He to excuſe and cover their Infirmi- 
ties! At the laſt and bittereſt Scene of his Life, 
when He was ſo full of Agony and Horror, and ſo 
bad (moſt Need of the Refreſhments of Society, 
and the - friendly Aﬀiſtance of his Diſciples; and 
when alſo He defired no more of them, but only 
for a while to fit up and pray with Him: Yet 
they, like Perſons wholly untouched with his A- 
gonies, and unmoved with his paſſionate Entrea- 
ties, forget both his and their own Cares, and ſe- 
curely fleep away all Concern for Him, or them- 
ſelves either. Now what a fierce Reprehenſion 
may we imagine this would have drawn from the 
-Friendſhips of the World ! and yet what a gentle 
one did it receive from Chrift in Matt. xxvi. 
40. No more than, hat you not watch with 
Me one Hour? And when from this Admonition 
. took only Occaſion to redouble their Fault, 
and to ſleep again, ſo that upon a ſecond and third 
Admonition they had Nothing to plead for their 
unſeaſonable Drowſineſs, yet then Chris, wy 
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was the only Perſon concerned to have reſented 
and aggravated this their Unkindneſs, finds aa 
Extenuntion for it, when _ themſelves could 
not: The Spirit is willin 0 He) but thei Pleſh 
is weak. As if He had ſai know your Hearts, 
and am ſatisfied of your AReAtion, and therefore 
accept your Will, and compaſſionate our Weak- 
neſs.” So benign, ſo gracious is the Friendſhip of 
Chriſt, ſo anſwerable to our Wants, fo ſuitable to 
our Frailties. Happy that Man who has à Friend 
to point out to him the Perfection of Duty, and 
you — him in the Lapſes of his Infirmity.” 


3. Tur third Privilege of Priendihip is n 
pathy in Jo and Grief, When a Man ſhall have 
LW Sy his L his Self, and his whole Concern- 
ments — that he can weep his Sorrows with 
another's Eyes; when he has another Heart beſides 
his own, both to ſhare, and to ſupport his Griefs, 
and when, if his Joy overflow, he can treaſure up 
the Overplus in another Breaſt ; ſo that he can, fas. 
it were) Rake off the Solitude of a ſingle Nature, 
by dwelling ih two Bodies at once, and livirig 
 #nother*s Breath, this ſorely is the Height, the very 
owe and Perfection of 'u human F nes, 


Ire reve and r Obere ation of cue gebe 
Philoſopher the Lord Verulam, that this is the Be- 
nefit of Communication of our Minds to others, 
That' Sorrows by being tomminicated grow lefs, hd 
Jeyt greater. And indeed, Sorrow, like a Streum, 

ſes itſeſf in many Channels; and Joy, Nxe u Ray 
of the gun, reſſecłs with greater Ardotir wheñ it r- 
bounds' open a Man from the Breaſt of his Friend. 

4 +, 204 
© NowFriendhip is the only Scene epom whith 
the glorious Truth of this great Propoſition, can 


We a acted-and drawn forth. Which ihdeeutis 
K 3 a ſum- 
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a ſummary Deſcription of the Sweets of Friend- 
ſhip; and the whole Life of a Friend, in the ſeve- 
ral Parts and Inſtances of it, is only a more diffu- 
five Comment upon, and a plainer Explication of 
. this divine Aphoriſm. Friendſhip never reſtrains a 
4 Pleaſure to a ſingle Fruition : But ſuch is the royal 
Nature of this Quality, that it ſtill expreſſes itſelf 
in the Style of Kings, as Ve do this, or that; and 
this is eur Happineſs; and. ſuch or ſuch a Thing be- 
longs: to us; when the immediate Poſſeſſion of it 
is veſted only in one. Nothing certainly in Na- 
ture, can ſo peculiarly gratify the noble Diſpoſiti- 
ons of Humanity, as for one Man to ſee another fo 
ſ: much himſelf as to ſigh his Griefs, and groan his 
þ | Pains, to ſing his Joys, and (as it were) to do and 
| feel every Thing by Sympathy, and ſecret inex- 
4 preſſible Communications, Thus it is upon an hu- 
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Laer us now ſee, how Chrift ſuſtains and makes 
good this generous - Quality of a Friend and this 
we ſhall find fully ſet forth to us, in Heb. iv. 15. 
where he is ſaid to be a meraful High Prieft, touched 
with the Feeling of our Infirmities ; und that in all 
our Afflictions be is afflicted, Iſa. Ixiii. 9. And no 
Doubt, with the ſame Bowels and Meltings of Af- 
_  feQtions, with which any tender Mother hears and 
_  bemoans the Groanings of her ſick Child, does 
Crit hear and ſympathize with the ſpiritual Ago- 
nies of a Sou] under Deſertion, or the Preſſure of 
ſome ftinging Aſſliction. It is enough that He un- 


4 derſtands the exact Meaſures of our Strengihs, 
and Weakneſſes; that He knows our Frame; as it 
1 is in Hſal. ciii. 14. And that, He does not on! 
5 know, but emphatically, that He remembers alſo 
: that we are but D: Obſerve that ſignal Paflage 
' of his lovin 


Commiſeration; as foon as He had 
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riſen from 
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ſurrection belong 
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in Mark xvi. 7. He ſends this Meſſage of his Reſur- 
rection by her. Go tell ny Diſciples and Peter, 
that I am riſen. What! was not Peter one of his 
Diſciples ? Why then is he mentioned particularly, 
as if he were exempted out of their Number? Why, 
we know into what a Plunge he had newly caſt him- 
ſelf by denying his Maſter; upon Occaſion of which 
he was now ſtruggling with all the Perplexities and 
Horrors of Mind imaginable, left Chrift might in 
like Manner deny and diſown him before his Father, 
and fo repay one Denial with another. Hereupon 
Chrift particularly applies the Comforts of his Re- 
ſurrection to him, as if He had ſaid, Tell all my 
Diſciples, but be ſure eſpecially to tell poor Peter, 
that I am riſen from the Dead; and that, notwith- 
ſtanding his Denial of Me, the Benefits of my Re- 
to him, as much as to any of 
the reſt. This is the Privilege of the Saints, to 
have a Companion and Supporter in all their Mi- 
ſeries, in all the doubtful Turnings and doleſul Paſ- 
ſages of their Lives. In Sum, this Happineſs does 
Chri/t vouchſaſe to all His, that as a Saviour He once 
ſuffered for them, and that as a Friend He always 
ſuffers with them. EMT "= 


4 Tas fourth Privilege of Friendſhip is that 


which is here ſpecified in the Text, a Communi- 


cation of Secrets. A Boſom-ſecret and a Boſom- 


friend are uſually put together. And this from 


Cbriſt to the Soul, is not only Kindneſs, but alſo 
Honour aud Advancement; it is for him to vouch 
it one of his Privy-Council. Nothing under a 
Jewel is taken into the Cabinet. A Secret is the 
Apple of our Eye; it will bear no Touch, nor 
Approach; we uſe to cover Nothing, but what we 
account a Ratity. And therefore to communicate 


a Secret to any one, is to exalt him to one of the 
Roy alties of "__— For none knows the Secrets 


of. 
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off a Man's Mind, but his Gop, his Conſcience, 

And his Friend. Neither would any nt Man 

let fuch a Thing go out of his own Heart, had he 
not another Heart beſides his own to receive it. 


Now it was of old a — with which Gos 
was pleaſed to honour ſuch as ſerved him at the Rate 
of an extraordinary Obedience, thus to admit them 
to a Knowledge of many of his Counſek 
tock'd up from the Reſt of the World. When 
God had defigned the Deſtruction of Sodom, the 
Scripture repreſents Him as unable to conceal that 
great Purpoſe from Abraham, whom He always 
treated as. his Friend, and Acquaintance; that is, 
not only with Love, but alſo with Intimacy and 
Familiarity, in Gen. xviii. 17. And the Loxp ſail, 
fall I hitde from Abraham the Thing that I ge about 
to dd? He thought it a Violation of the Rights of 
Friendſhip to reſerve his Deſign wholly to Humfelf, 
And St. James tells us, in Jam. ii. 23. that Abra- 
ham toas called the Friend of GOD: And therefore 
| had a Kind of Claim to the Knowledge of his Se- 
crets, and the Participation of his Counſels. Alſo 
in Exodus xxxiii. 11. It is ſaid of 'Govp, that He 
ſpoke to Moſes as a Man ſpeaketh to his Friend. And 
that, not only for the Familiarity and Facility of 
Addreſs, but alſo for the peculiar Communications 
of his Mind. Moſes was with Him in the Retire- 
ments of the Mount, received there his Dictates, 
and his private Initructions, as his Deputy and 

Vice- roy; and when the Multitude and Congre- 
| _ Iſrael were thundered away, and kept off 

om any 


Approach to it, he was honoured with an 


indeed were taken into a near Attendance upon 
Go; bur” fill there was 2 Degree of à nearer 
Converſe, and the Intereſt of à Friend was above 
e Privilege-of due higheſt” GSerwant- In Boot 


intimate and immediate Admiſſion. The Prieſts 
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and to look- into the * oh of Holies. And 
again in Matt. xiii. 17. ny | 
trous Men have defired to fee thoſe Things which ye ſee, 
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xix. 24. Thou ſhalt come up (ſays GoD) thou and 
Aaron with thee ; but let net the Pricfts and the Pro- 
ple break threugh to come up unto the Lok D, left the 
LokD break forth upon them. And if we proceed 
further, we ſhall ſtill find a Continuation of the 
ſame Privilege: P/alm xxv. 14. The Secret of the 
Loxp 1s with them that fear lim. Nothing is to 
be conceal'd from the other Self. To be a Friend, 
and to be conſcious, are Terms equivalent. 


Now if Gop maintained ſuch Intimacies with 
thoſe, whom He loved, under the Law, (which 
was a Diſpenſation of greater Diſtance) we may 
be ſure that under the Goſpel, (the very Nature of 
which imports Condeſcenſion and Compliance) 
mere muſt be the ſame with much greater Advan- 
tage. And therefore when Gobp had manifefled 
—_— in the Fleſb, how ſacredly did He preſerve 
this Privilege? How freely did Chrift unboſom 
Himſelf. to his Diſciples? in Zuke viii. 10. Unte 
ve (ſays He) it is given to know the Myſteries of the 
Kingdom of Gop: But unto others in Parables : 
Such ſhall be permitted to caſt an Eye into the Ark, 


| Prophets and righ- 


and have not ſeen them; and te hear thoſe Things 
which ye hear, and have not hear them. Neither did 
He treat them with theſe Peculiarities of Favour in 
the extraordinary Diſcoveries of the Goſpel only, 


| but all of thoſe Revelations of the Divine Love, 


in Reference to their own perſonal Intereſt in it. 
In Rev. ii. 17. To him that overcometh will I givi to 
eat of the hidden Manna, and will give bim a white 
Stone, and in the Stone a new Name written, which 
n Man tnotueth, ſaving he that receiueih it.” Aſſur- 
ance is a Rarity covered from the Inſpection of the 
Win 
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and the Perſon that is bleſſed with it. It is writ in 
a private Character, not to be read, nor undet- 
ſtood but by the Conſcience, to which the Spirit 
of (30D 2 vouchſafed to decypher it. Every 
Believer lives upon an inward Proviſion of Com- 
__ that the World is a Stranger to. 


5. The fifth Advantage of Friendſhip is Coun 
ſel <A Advice. A Man will ſometimes need not 
only another Heart, but allo another Head beſides 
his own. In Solitude there is not only Diſcomfort, 
but Weakneſsalſo. And that Saying of the Wiſe 
man, £cele/. iv. 10. Hoe to him that is lone, is ve- 
ri ſied upon none ſo much, as upon the friendlch 
Perſon : When a Man ſhall be perplexed with 
Knots. and Problems of Buſineſs and contrary Af- 
fairs; where the Determination is dubious, and 
both Parts of the Contrariety ſeem equally weighty, 
Ao that which Way ſoever the Choice determines, 
2 Man is fure to venture a great Concern; b6v 
happy then is it to fetch in Aid from another Per- 
ſon, whoſe Judgment may be greater than my own, 
and whoſe Concernment is ſure not to be Jeſs! 
There are ſome Paſſages of a Man's Affairs that 
would quite break a ſingle Underſtanding : So many 
Intricacies, ſo many Labyrinth, are there in them, 
that the Succours of Reaſon fail, the very Force 
of it bei 8 in an actual Intention ſcattered upon 

Objects at once; in which Caſe the 
8 of "a Priend 4 is like the Supply of « freſb 


Party to a beſieged, yielding City. 


Now Chrift is not failing in this Office of 
Friend «Ho. For in that illuſtrious Prediction of 
Ib. ix. 6. amongſt the reſt of his great Titles, He 
is called mighty Counſellor. And his Counſel is not 
dur 87 * but alſo tee. It is not under the Gor” 


| you 
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you muſt be forced to buy your Counſel, and often 


pay dear for bad Advice. No, He is a Light to ; 
theſe that fit in Darkneſs. And no Man fees the Sun, 
no Man purchaſes the Light, nor errs if he walks. ; 
by it. The only. Price, that i ſets upon his 
Counſel is, that we follow it; and that we do that ; 
which is beſt for us to do. He is not only: Light- | 
for us to fee with. He is Underflanding to the Ig- | 
norant, and Eyes to the Blind: And whoſoever has 
both a faithful and diſcreet Friend, to guide him in ; 
the dark, ſlippery, and dangerous Paſſage of this 

Life, may carry his Eycs in another Man's Head, 

and yet ſce never the worſe. In Cor. i. 30. the A- 

poſtle tells us, that Chi is made to us, not only 

Sendtification and Redemp ian, but idm too: 

We are his Members, and it is but natural, that 

all the Members of the Body ſhould be guided by 

the Wildum of the Head. | | 


Ap therefore let every Believer comfort him- 
ſelf in this high Privilege, that in the great Things, 
that concern his eternal Peace, he is not left to ſtand 
or fall by the uncertain Directions of his 1 
ment, No, ſad were his Condition if he Thould 
be ſo, when he is to encounter an Enemy made 
up of Wiles and Stratagems, an old Serpent, and 
a long experienc'd Deceiver, and ſucceſsful at the 
Trade for ſome Thouſands of Years. 0 


Tae Inequality of the Match, between ſuch an one, 
and the ſubtileſt of Enemies would quickly appear by 
2 fatal Circumvention: There muſt be a Wiſdom 
from above to over-reach and maſter this helliſn 
Wiſdom, from beneath. And this every ſanctify'd 
Perſon is ſure of in his great Friend, in tubem a 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom dwell. Treaſures that flow 
out, and are imparted freely both in Direction and 
Aliſtance to all that be long to Him. He — 4 
R | 8 eaves 
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leaves any of His, perplex'd, amaz'd, or bewil- 
dered, where the Welfare of their Souls requires a 
better Judgment than their own, either to guide 


them in their Duty, or to diſentangle them from a 
Temptation. Whoſoever has Chri/t for his Friend, 
ſhall be ſure of Counſel, and whoſoever is his own 
Friend, will he ſure to obey it. | 


6. THe laſt and crowning Privilege, or rather 
Property of Friendſhip is Conſtancy. He only is 
a Friend, whoſe Friendſhip lives as long as himſelf; 
who ceaſcs to love, and to breathe at the ſime In- 
ſtant. Not that I yet ſtate Conſtancy in ſuch an ab- 
ſurd, ſenſeleſs, irrational Continuance in Friend- 
ſhip, as no Injuries, or Provocations whatſoever, 


can break off. For there are ſome Injuries that ex- 


tinguiſh the very Relation between Friends. In 
which Caſe, a Man ceaſes to be a Friend, not from 
any Inconſtancy in his Friendſhip, but from Deſect 
of an Object for his Friendſhip to exert itſelf upon. 
It is one Thing for a Father to ceaſe to be a Father, 
by caſting off his Son; and another for him to ceaſe 
to be ſo, by the Death of his Son. So in Friend- 
ſhip, there arc ſome Paſſages of that high and hoſtile 
Nature, that they conſtitute and denominate the 
Perſon guilty of them, an Enemy; and if fo, how 
can the other Perſon poſſibly continue a Friend, ſince 
Friendſhip effentially requires that it be between 
Two at leaſt; and there can be no Friendſhip, where 
there are not two Friends? | 


No- soy is bound to look upon his Backbiter, 


or his Underminer, his Betrayer or his Oppreſſor, 


as his Friend. Nor indeed, is it poſſible, that he 
ſhould do fo, unleſs he could alter the Conſtitution 
and Order of Things, and eftabliſh a new Na- 


ture, and a new Morality in the World, For to 


remain inſenſible of ſuch Provocations, is not Con 
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ſtancy 5 but Apathy. And therefore. they diſcharge 


the Perſon, ſo treated, from the proper Obligati- 
ons of a Friend ; though Chriſtianity, I confeſs, 
biads, him to the Duties of a Neighbour. _ 


Bur to give you the true Nature, and Meaſures 
of Conſtancy; it is ſuch a Stability, and Firmneſs of 
Friendſhip, as over-looks and pales. by all thoſe: 
leſſer Failures of Kindneſs and Reſprct, that partly 
through. Paſhon, partly through Indiſcretion, and 
ſuch other Frailties incident ta human Nature, a 
Man may be ſometimes guilty of, and yet ſtill re- 
tain the ſame habitual Good- will, and prevailing 
Propenſity of Mind to his Friend, that he bd 
before. And whoſe Friendſhip. ſoever is of that 
Strength, and Duration, as to ſtand its Ground 
nie and remain unſhaken by ſuch: Aſſaults ; 
(which yet are ſtrong enough to ſhake down. - 
and annihilate the Friendſhip. of little puny Minds) 
ſuch an one (I ſay) has reached all true Meaſures 
of Conſtancy: His Friendſhip is of a noble Make, 
and a laſting Conſiſtency; it reſembles Marble, 
and deſerves to be wrote upon it. 


Bur how few. Fempers in the World, are of 
that magnanimous Frame, as to reach the Heights 
of ſo great a Virtue? Many offer at the Effects of 
Friendthip, but they do not laſt ; they are promiſ- 


ing in the Beginai but fail and jade, 
and tire in the Proſecution. For moſt People 


in the World are acted by Levity and Humour, 
and by ſtrange and irrational Changes. And how 
often may we meet with thoſe, who are one 
while courteous, civil, and obliging, but within a 
imall Time after, are ſo ſupercilious, ſharp, fierce, 


and exceptious, that they are notonly ſhort of the true 


Character of Friendſhip, but become the very Bur- 
Vor. XLIII. | L | * 
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thens of Society? Such low Diſpoſitions, how eaſily 
are they gn, - juſtly are they deſpiſed? But 
aan we may om one Contrary to ano- 
ther 3 Chrift, "c is 2705 [ame Yeſterday, To-day, and 
far ever, in his Being, is fo alſo in his Afedtion, 
He is not of the Number or Nature, of thoſe mean 
Pretenders to Friendſhip, who perhaps will love and 
ſmile upon you one Day, and not fo much as know 
* the next: Many of which Sort there are in the 
orld, who are not ſo much courted outwardly, 
but that inwardly m_ are deteſted much more. 


meine isa Kind of Covenant; memes 
Covenants run upon mutual Terms and Conditi- 
ons. And therefore ſo long as we fulfil: the Condi- 
tion on our Parts, we may be fure that Chrift will 
not fail to fulfil every Thing on his. The Favour 
of Relations, Patrons, and Princes, is uncertain; 
and variable; and the Friendſhip which they take 
up, upon the Accounts of Judgment, and Merit, 
moſt Times lay dowa out of Humour. But 
the Friendſhip of Cbriſ has none of thoſe Weak-' 
neſſes, no ſuch Hollowneſs or Unſoundneſs in it. 
Fer neither Principalities nor Powers, Things prefe —4 
nor Things to come; no, nor all the Rage and | 
lice of Hell ſhall be able rn meaneſt 7 
e Friends out of his . 


Now fot the Re * diſcourſed 65 
we may learn theſe two Thingsz | 2 


it 


(1.) The Ember, and Value of Fri riendſh ade 
Chrift, the Son of the moſt High Gop, the ſec | 
Perſon in the glorious Trinity, took upon him our 
Nature, that he might give a great Inſtance and Ex- 
ample of this Virtuez and condeſcended to be a 
Fm _— that he _ be aF _ at os. : 

| ror © 
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tor, our Lord and King He was beſore; but He 
would needs come down from all this, and in a 
Sort become our Equal, that he might partake of 
that noble Quality that is properly between Equals. 


Cbriſt took not upon Him Fleſh and Blood, that 
He might conquer and rule Nations, lead Armies, 


or poſſeſs Palaces ; but that He might have the Re- 
lenting, the Tenderneſs, and the Compaſſion of 
human Nature, which render it properly capable of 
Friendſhip; and, in a Word, that He might have 


our Heart, and we have His. Go Himſelf fs 


Friendſhip above all Conſiderations of Kindred, as 
the greateſt Ground and Ar nt of mutual En- 
dearment, in Deut. xv. 6 V thy Brother, the Son 
1 thy Mather, or thy Son, or the Wife of .thy Bo. 
om, or thy Friend, which is as thine own Sul, entice 
thee to go and ſerve other Gods, thou ſhalt nat conſent 
wnto him. The Emphaſis of the Expreffion is very 
remarkable, it being a Gradation, or Aſcent, by 
ſeveral Degrees of rnefs, to that which is the 
nor Daughter, though the neareſt in Cognation, 
ate 2 to ſtand in Competition with a Friend; 
who if he fully anſwers the Duties of that great Re- 
lation, is indeed better and more valuable, than all 
of them put together, and may ſerve inſtead of 
mem; ſo that he, who has a firm, a worthy, and 
ſincere Friend, may want all the reſt, without miſ- 
ling them, That which lies in a Man's Boſom, 
ſhould be dear to him z but that which lies within 
bis Heart, ought to be much dearer. © 


(2.) In-the next Place we learn fiom hence the 
high Advantage of being truly Religious. When 
we have ſaid and done all; it is only the true Chriſ- 
tian, who is, or can be ſure of a Friend; ſure of 
obtaining, ſure of keeping him. But as for the 
Friendſhip of the World; _ a Man ſhall _ 

1 | 2 
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ence ſhall have once open d their Eyes, and ſhewed 


obſervid to be: Namely 


124 A SERMON en 


done all he can do to make any one his Friend, em- 
ploy'd the utmoſt of his Wit and Labour, beaten 


his Brains, and emptied his Purſe, to create an 
Endearment between him and the Perſon; whoſe 


Friendſhip he deſires, he may, in the End, up- 

all theſe Endeavours and Attempts, be ſo to 
write Vanity and Fruſtration : For, by them all, 
he may at laſt be no more able to get into the other's 
Heart, than he is to thruſt his Hand inte à Pillar of 


| Braſs. The Man's Affection, amidſt all theſe 


Kindneſſes done him, remaining wholly unconcern- 
ed, and impregnable; juſt like a Rock, which 
being plied continually by the Waves, {till throws 
them back into the Boſom of the Sea chat ferit 
mem, but is not at all moved by any of them. 


0 Prop l. E at firſt, while they are young and v 
and foft-natur'd, are apt to think it an eaſy Thing 


to gain Love, and reckon their own Friendſhip, a 


fure Price of another Man's : But when Experi- 


them the Hardneſs of moſt Hearts, the Hollownels 
of others, and the Baſeneſs and itude of al- 
moſt all, they will then find, that a Friend is the 
Giftof Gon; and that He only, who made Hearts, 
enn unite them. For it is He who creates thoſe 
Sympathies, and Suitableneſſes of Nature, that are 
the Foundation of all true Friendſhip, and then by 
his Providence brings Per ſons ſo aſſocted together. 

Ir is an Expreſſion frequent in Sevipture, but 
infinitely more ſignificant, than at firſt it is uſually 


fach a Perſon Grace or Favour in another's Byes. 
As for Inſt: in Gen. xxxix. 24. its ſaid of 
Job, that the Lok was with bim, and gave bim 
in the Sight "of the Keeper of the «Priſon. 
Still it is an iavifable Hand from ad 
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this Knot, and mingles Hearts and Souls, ſirange, 
ſecret, and — — 


| Tuan Heart ſhall ſurrender itſelf, and its Friend- 
ſhip, to one Man, at firſt View, which another 
has, in vain, been laying Siege to for many Years, 


rn ain 


Nav, fo far is F riendſhip from hole of any 
human Production, that, unleſs Nature be pre- 
diſpoſed to it, by its own Propenſity or Inclination, 
no Arts of Obligation ſhall be able to abate the ſe- 
cret Diſlike of ſome Perſons towards others. No 
Friendly Offices, no Addrefs, no Benefits whatſo- 
ever, ſhall ever alter or allay that diabolical Ran- 
cour, that frets and ferments in ſome helliſh Breaſts, 
but that upon all. Occaſions it will foam out at its 
foul Mouth in Slander and Invective, and ſome- 
times bite too in a ſhrewd Turn or a ſecret Blow. 
This is true and undeniable upon frequent Experi- 
ence; and happy thoſe who can 1 
of _ 3 


Bur now on the contrary, he who will ive up 
his Name to Chriſ in Faith unfeigned, 1 a ſin- 
cere Obedience to all his righteous Laws, ſhall be 
ſure to find Love for Love, and Friendſhip for 
Friendſhip. The Succeſs is certain and infallible ; 
and none ever yet miſcarried in the Attempt. For 
Chri/t freely offers his Friendſhip to all, and ſets no 
other Rate u ſo vaſt a Purchaſe, but only that 
we would fu — to be our Friend. Thou per- 
haps ſpendeſt thy precious Time in waiting upon 
ſome great One, and thy Eſtate in preſenting him; 
and, probably after all. no other Reward, but 
ſometimes to be ſmiled upon, and always to de 
apes and when oo e Occaſions * 
3 
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call far 'Succour and r 
caſt off, and not known. 


Tun che Stream of thy ae ene 
Way, and beftow but half that Attendance 
upon thy Saviour, in the Duties of Prayer and Mor- 
tincation; ſtudy as much to pleaſe Him who died — 
thee, as thou doſt to court and humour thy 
Patron, who cares not for thee, and thou | 
make him thy Friend for ever; a Friend who ſhall 
own thee in thy loweſt Condition, Tpeak Comfort 
to thee in all thy Sorrows, counſel thee in all thy 
Doubts, anfwer all ty Wants, and in a Word, 
never leave thee nor forfake thee. But when all the 
| that thou thaft raiſed upon the Promiſes, or 
if Kindneftes of the great Ones of the World 
fail, and -upbraid thee to thy Face, He ſhall 
then take thee into his Boſom, n 

and ſupport thee ; and, b gen." 
wards recorive thee into Glory. 
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Prevention ” Sin an invaluable 
Mercy. | 


Preached at nm monkg, Oxrony, 
Nov. 10, 1678: 


I SAM. xxv. 32, 33. 


And David Jail to Abigail, Bleſſed Ze the 
Loxp Gop of Iracl, who ſent tber this Day 
to meet me. An bleſſed be thy Advice, an 
fo ani hv Bot, ot From wg, 

VS Ne OR 7" 


\HESE' Words are David's mer or 
down a. blodudy and vevenꝑeſul 

tor which, for à while, His Heart 

had ſwelled with, and carried him on with the 


do —— Rage vo proſecute: 2 
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tion took up from the Senſe of a groſs Indi 
9 upon him, in Recompence of a fig 
ring his Flight before Saul, thers hap- 
* a great and ſolemn Feſtivity, ſuch as the 
Sheep-ſhearings uſed to be in thoſe Eaſtern Coun- 
ris he condeſcends, by an honourable Meſſage, 
to beg of a rich and great Man ſome ſmall Supply 
for himſelf and his poor harraſſed Companions: 
And, as if the Greatneſs of the Aſker, ER the 
Smallneſs of the Thing aſked, had not been ſuffi- 
cient to enforce his Requeſt, he adds a Comme 
moration of his own generous and noble Uſage of 
the Perſon whom he thus addreſſed to; ſhewing 
how he had been a Wall and a Bulwark to all that 
belonged to him, a Safeguard to his Eftate, and a 
Keeper of his Flocks ; — that both from the Vio- 
lence of Robbers, and the Licence of his own Sol- 
diers ; who could much more eaſily have carved 
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Spirit ſtoop ſo low as to aſk them. 


Bur in Anſwer to this, (as Nothing is ſo 2 


and inſolent as a wealthy Ruſtick) all this his 
Kindneſs is overlooked, his Requeſt rejected, and 
his Perſon moſt unworthily railed at. Such being 
the Nature of ſome baſe Minds, that they can ne- 
ver do ill Turns, but they muſt double them with 
ill Words. And thus David's Meſſengers are ſent 
back to him, like fo many Sharks and Runagates, 
only for endeavouring to complement an ill Nature 
out 4. itſelf, and ek 

they might have commanted by their Sword. 


AND now, who would not but think, that ſuch 
ungrateful wor oc heighten'd with fuch repreachful 
Language, might warrant the Juſtice of Revenge 3 
even of ſuch a Revenge as now began to boil in the 
Breaſt of this great Warrior? For, ſurely, if oy 
na - ing 


nal Fa. 
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themſelves their own Proviſions, than fo _—_ 2 


ing that by Petition, which 
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7 Thing can legalize Revenge, it ſhould be Injuries 
* from an extremely obliged Perſon. But * al 
a this, Revenge, we ſee, is ſo much the Prerogative 
e of the Almighty, that no Conſideration can em 
: power Men to aſſume the Execution of it in their 
' own Cafe. And therefore David, by a happy and 

ö ſeaſonable Pacification, being took off from acting 
: that bloody Tragedy which he was juſt now entring 
> KB npon, and fo turning his Eyes from the Baſeneſs or 
him who had ſtirred up his Revenge, to the Good» 
neſs of that GOD who had prevented it; he breaks 
forth into theſe triumphant Praiſes, expreſſed in 
the Text: Blaſ be the LO Gor of Ifrach; who 


bus hept me thrs Lox Lore worm oe 5 8 
er my aun Hand. 
Warcn Words, 


ſore in the ſame Ve wich e Par. 

rs Propoſition, that Prevention of Sin 128 
tbe greateſt Merries, that Gop e 4 
ann SParlll. 


5 Tux Proſecution of which tall lic in elk twy 

Things: 
His, To prove the Propoſition 3 

| Secondy, To -apphy it. 


| ws Fit, forthe Provf ofit: That eranſoet 
dent Greatneſs of this Cin. prrbenting Morey ids 
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2. Or the Principle or Fountain from whence 
this Prevention of Sin does proceed. 


3. Or the Hazard a Man runs if the Commit. 
fion of Sin be not prevented, whether ever it will 
come to be e | 


4. Aud laſtly, Of the e moe to 


the Soul from the Prevention of Sin, above what | 


can be had from the bare Pardon of it, in Caſe it 
comes to be pardoned. 


6 theſe in their Order. And, 1. We are to 
take an Eſtimate of the Greatneſs of this Mercy, 
from the Condition it finds the Sinner i 
Gop is pleaſed to vouchſafe it to him. {133 ey 
him in the direct Way to Death and Deſtruction; 


| and, which is worſe, wholly unable to help him- 


ſelf. © For he is actually under the Power of a 


Temptation, and the N of an impetuous Luſt; 
both hurrying him on to ſatisfy the-Cravings of it, 


by ſome wicked Action. He is poſſeſſed and acted 


by a Paſſion, which, for the blend, abſolutely 
over-rules him; and fo can no more recover him- 
ſelf, than a Bowl rolling down an Hill * itſelf 


in the Midſt of its Career. 
Ir is a Maxim in Philoſophy, That ITE 


is once in actual Motion, will move for ever, i it be 
not hindered: So a Man, being under the Drift of 
any Paſſion, will ſtill r the „ of it, till 

ing interpoſe, and Impulſe 
turn him another Way: Burk in | this 155 Coe we. can 
find no Principle within him ſtrong enough to 
counter-act that OY For, if it be any, it 
muſt be either, I,, the Judgment of his Reaſon; 
or, * the free Choice of his WE. i 


Bur 


. * p * 
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Bur from the firſt of theſe there can be no Help 
for him in his preſent Condition. For, while a 
Man is engaged in any ſinful Purpoſe, through the 
Prevalence of any Paſſion, during the Continuance 
of that Paſſion, he fully approves of whatſoever he 
is carried on to do in the Strength of it; and judges 
it, under his preſent Circumſtances, the beſt and 
moſt rational Courſe that he can take. Thus we 
ſee, when Jenas was under the Paſſion of Anger, 
and Gop aſked him, J#/hether he did well to be 
angry? He anſwered, / d well to be angry even unto 
Death, Jonas iv. 9. And when Saul was under 
his perſecuting Fit, what he did a,peared to him 
good and neceſſary, Acts xxvi. g. I verily thought. 
with'myjeif, that I cught to de many Things contrary 
to the Name of Jeſus. But to go no farther than 
the Text: Do we nut think, that while David's 
Heart was full of his revengeful Deſign, it had 
blinded and perverted his Reaſun ſo far, that it 
ſtruck in wholly with his Paſſion, and told him, 
that the bloody Purpoſe he was going to execute 
was juſt, and becoming ſuch a Perſon, and ſo dealt 
with as he was? This being fo, how is it poſſible 
for a Man under a Paſſion to receive any Suecour 
from his Reaſon, which is made a Party in the 
whole Action, and influenced to a preſent Appro- 
bation of all the ill Things which his Paſſion can 
ſuggeſt? This is moſt certain; and every Man may 
find it by Experience, (it he will but impartially 
ele upon the Motions of his own Mind) that 
vine he is under any Paſſion, he thinks and judges 
quite otherwiſe of the Objects of that Paſſion, from 
what he does, when he is out of it. Take a Man 
under the Tranſports of a vehement Rage or Re- 
venge, and he paſſes a very different Judgment 
von Murder and Blood-ſhed, from what he does 
when his Revenge is over, and the Flame of his 
Fury ſpent, Take a Man poſſeſſed with a * 


itz for it fixes the Inclination of it to that one 
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and immoderate Deſire of any Thing, and you 
ſhall find that the Worth and Excellency of that 
Thing appears much greater, and more i 
to the Eye of his Mind, than it does when that 
Defire is extinguiſhed. So that while Paſſion. is 
upon the Wing, and the Man fully engaged in the 
Proſecution of ſome unlawful Object, no Remedy 
is to be expected from his Reaſon, which is wholly 
incd over to judge in Favour of it. The Fumes 
his Paſſion do as really intoxicate and confound 


his diſcerning Faculty, as the Fumes of Drink diſ- 


compoſe and ſtupify the Brain of a Man over- 
charged with it. When his Drink indeed is over, 
he ſees the Folly and Abſurdity, the Madneſs and 
Vileneſs of thoſe Things, which before he acted 
with full Complacency and Approbation. Paſſion 
is the Drunkenneſs of the Mind; and therefore, in 
its preſent Workings not controllable by Reaſon 
foraſmuch as the proper Effect of it is, for the 


Time, to ſuperſede the Workings of Reaſon. 


Tunis Principle therefore being able to do No- 
thing to the Stopping of a Man in the eager Pur- 
ſuit of his Sin; there remains no other, that can 
be ſuppoſed able to do any Thing upon the Soul, 
but that Second mentioned, to wit, The Chaice of 
his Hill. But this alſo is as much diſabled from 
recovering a Man fully intent upon the Proſecution 


of any of his Luſts, as the former. For all the 
Time that a Man is ſo, he abſolutely wills, and is 


fully pleaſed with what he is going about. And 
whatſoever perfectly pleaſes his Will, over- powers 


Thing which is ſet before it, and ſo there is no 


Room for Choice. He who is under the Power of 


Melancholy is pleaſed with his being ſo; He Who 


_ is angry, deligbts in Nothing ſo much as in the 


\., ating of his Rage; and be who is luſtſul, places 
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to Sin, add the external Opportunities concurring 
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his Satisfaction in a flaviſh Following the 
Dictates of his Luſt. And ſo long as the Will and 
the Affections are pleaſed, and gratified in any 
Courſe of Acting, it is impoſſible for a Man (fo 
far as he is at his own Diſpoſal) not to continue 
in it; or, by any Principle within er- to be di- 

or took from it. | 


Pads all which we ſee, * when a Man has 
tat up a full Purpoſe of Sinn wings he is hurried on 
to it in the Strength of all t Principles which 
Nature has given 1 to act by: For Sin having 
depraved his Judgment, and ſy Poſſeſſion of his 
Mill, there is no other Principle left him, . which 
he can make Head againſt it. 5 


Non i is this all but to theſe internal Diſpoſitions 


with them, and removing all Letts and Rubbs out 
of the Way, and (as it were) making the Path 
of Deſtruction plain before the Sinners Face; fo that 
he may run his Couffe freely, and without Inter- 
ruption. Nay, when Opportunities ſhall lie ſo 
fair, as not only to permit, but even to invite and 
further a Progreſs in Sin; ſo that the Sinner ſhall 
ſet forth, like a Ship launched into the wide Sea, 
not only well built and rigged, but alſo carried on 
with full Mind and Tide, to the Port or Place it is 
bound for: Surely in this Caſe,” nothing under 
Heaven can be imagined able to ſtop or counter- 
mand a Sinner amidſt all theſe Circumſtances pro- 
moting and-puſhing on his ſinful Deſign For all 
that can give Force to Motion both from within 
and from without, jointly meet to bear him for- 
ward in his prefent Attempt. He preſſes on, like 
an Horſe ruſhing into the Battle, all that ſhould 


| mann him giving Way * him. 
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Now under this deplorable Neceflity of Ruin 
and Deſtruction does God's preventing Grace find 
every Sinner, when it ſ/natches him like a Brand out 
of the Fire, and ſteps in between the Purpoſe and 
the Commiſſion of his Sin. It finds him going on 
reſolutely in the high and broad Hay to Perdition ; 
which yet his perverted Reaſon tells him is right, 
and his Will pleaſant: And therefore he has no 
Power of himſelf to leave or turn out of it; but he 
is ruined jocundly and pleaſantly, and damned ac- 
carding to his Heart's Defire. And can there be a 
more wretched Spectacle of Miſery, than a Man in 
ſuch à Condition? A Man pleaſing and deſtroying 
himſelf together; a Man (as it were) doing Vio- 
lence > Damaation; and taking Hell by Force? 
So that when the preventing neſs of Gor 
reaches out its Arm, and pulls him out of this fatal 
Path, it does by main Force even wreſt him from 
himſelf, and fave him as it were againſt his Will. 


Bur neither is this his total Inability to recover 
or relieve himſelf the worſt of his Condition; but, 
which is yet much worſe, it puts him irito a State 
of actual Hoftility againſt, and Defiance of, that 
Almighty Gop, from whom alone, in this helpleſs 
and forlorn Condition, he is capable of receiving 
Help. For ſurely, while a Man is going on in a 
full Purpoſe of Sin, he is trampling upon all Law, 
ſpitting in the Face of Heaven, and provoking his 
Maker in the higheſt Manner; ſo that none is or 
can be ſo much concerned as Gon Himſelf, to de- 
ſtroy and cut off ſuch as one, and to vindicate the 
Honour of his great Name, by ſtriking him dead 


| AnD this brings us to the cn Thing propoſed, 
which was to ſhew, What is the Fountain or im- 
| prifrve Cauſe of this Prevention of Sin. It — = 
* g f ; | 7 7 
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ſectly Free Grace. A Man at beſt, upon all Prin- 
ciples of Divinity, and ſound Philoſophy, is incapa- 
ble of meriting any Thing from Gop. But ſurely, 
while he is under the Dominion of Sin, and en- 
gaged in a full Deſign and Purpoſe to commit it, it 
is not imaginable what can be found in him to 
oblige the Divine Grace in his Behalf. For he 
is in high and actual Rebellion againſt the only 
Giver of ſuch Grace. And therefore it muſt needs 
flow from a redundant, unaccountable Fulneſs of 
Compaſſion; ſhewing Mercy, becauſe it will ſhew 
Mercy; from a Compaſſion, which is, and muſt 
be its own Reaſon, and can have no Argument for 
its Exerciſe, but itſelf. No Man in the Strength 
- bf the firſt Grace, can merit the ſecond, (as fome 
- fondly. ſpeak) unleſs a Beggar, by receiving one 
Alms, can be faid to merit another. It is not from 
what a Man is, or what he has dene; from any 
Virtue or Excellency, any preceding Worth or De- 
ſert in Him, that Gop is induced thus to interpoſe 
between him and Ruin, and fo ſtop him in his fell 
Career to Damnation. No, ſays Gap, in Exel. 
i. 6. Mben 1 paſſed by, and ſaw: thet polluted in 
' thine own Blood, I ſaid unio thee, Live; yea, 1 

unto thee, when thou tuaſt in thy Blood, Live. I 
Spirit of Gop ſpeaks this great Truth to the Hearts 
of Men with Emphaſis and Repetition, knowing. 
what an Aptneſs there is in them to oppoſe it. 
| Gop ſees a Man wallowing in his native Filth and 
2 delivered over as an abſolute Captive to 
Sin, polluted- with its Guilt, and enſlaved by its 
Power; and in this moſt loathſome Condition fixes 
upon him as an Object of his diſtinguiſhing Mercy. 
And to ſhew yet further, that the Actings of this 
Mercy, in the Work of Prevention, are entirely 
free; do we not ſometimes ſee, in Perſons of equal 
Guilt and Demerit, and of equal Progreſs and Ad- 
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vance in the Ways of Sin; ſome of them maturely 


. diverted, and took off, and others permitted to go 
on without Check or Controll, till they finiſh a 
finful Courſe in final Perdition? So true is it, that 
if Things were caſt upon this Ifſue, that Gop 
| ſhould never prevent Sin 'till Something in Man 
deferved it, the beſt of Men would fall into Sin, 
continue in Sin, and fin on for ever. 


AND thus much for the Second Thing propoſed, 
which was to ſhew, I lat was the Principle, or 
Fountain, from whence this Prevention of Sin dict 
- preceed. P 


Count we now to the Third Proof of the Great- 
neſs of this preventing Mercy, taken from the Ha- 
. zard a Man runs, if the Commiſſion of Sin be not 

prevented, whether ever it will come to be pardoned, 


Ix order to the clearing of which, I ſhall lay 
| down theſe two Conſiderations: i 19 pane 


1. Tnar if Sin be not thus prevented, it will 


certainly be committed; and the Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe, on the Sinner's Part, there will be always a 
ſtrong Inclination to Sin. So that, if other Things 
concur, and Providence cuts not off the rtu- 


. nity, the Act of Sin muſt needs follow. For an 


active Principle, ſeconded with the Opportunities 
of Action, will infalliby exert itſelf, 


2. Taz other Conſideration is, That in every 


| Sin deliberately committed, there. are (generally 
| fpeaking) many more Degrees of Probability, that 
that * will never come te be pardoncd, than that 
it will. e Wi 
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(u.) Be ca vs every Commiſion of Sin intre- 
duces into the Soul a —— Depree of Hardneſs, 
and an Aptneſs to continue in Sin. It is a 
known Maxim, that it is much more difficult to 
throw out, than not 10 let in. Every of En- 
trance, is a Degree of Poſſeſſion, Sin taken into 
the Soul, is like a Liquor poured into a Veſſel; fo 
much of it as it fills, it alfo 2 The Touch 
and Tincture go together. that although 
Body of the 1 Hor ſhould de poured out again, 
yet 4 it leaves that Tang behind it, which makes 
the Veſſel fitter for that, than for any other. In 
lice Manner, every AQ of Sin ſtrangely transforms 
and works over the Soul to its own Likeneſs. Sin 
in this being to the Soul, like Fire to combuſtible. 
guy it ee before it deſtroys E 


' (2.) A-$ReoND Reaſon is, betaud every Com 
mifſion of Sin imprints upon the Soul a further 
Difpofition and Proneneſs to Sin: As the ſecond, 
third and fourx Degrees of Heat are more eaſily 
introduced, than the firſt. Every one is both à 
Preparativs and a Step to the next. Drinking both 
quenches che preſent Thirſt, and provokes it for 
the future. When the Soul is po from its firſt 
Station, and the Mounds and Outworks of Virtue 
re once broken down, it becomes quite another 
Thing from what it was before. In one ſingle 
Lating of the forbidden Fruit, when the Act is over, 
yet the Reliſh remains; and the Remembrance of 
the firſt Repaſt, is an eaſy Allurement to the ſecone. 
One Viſit is enough to 2 an aintance; and 
this Point is gebe by it, bat on d e 
mes again, he is no more a Stranger. 


M3 (3) Tux 
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(3) Tae third and Reaſon is, becauſe 


the only Thing that can lead the Sinner to Pardon, 


which is Repentance, is not in the Sinner's Power. 
And he who goes about the Work, will find it ſo. 
It is the Gift of God; and though GoD has cer- 
tainly promiſed Forgiveneſs of Sin to every one 
who truly repents, yet He has not promiſed to any 
one to give him Grace to repent. - This is the Sin- 
ner's hard Lot; that the ſame Thing which makes 
him need Repentance, makes him alſo. in Danger 
of not obtaining it. For it provokes and offends 
that Hely Spirit, which alone can beſtow his Grace. 
As the ſame Treaſon which puts a Traytor in Need 
of his Prince's Mercy, is a great and juſt Provoca- 
tion to his Prince to deny him. be 


Now, let theſe three Things be put together: 
Firfl, That every Commiſſion of Sin, in ſome 
Degree, hardens the Soul in that Sin: Second\y, 
That every Commiſſion of Sin diſpoſes the Soul to 
proceed further in Sin: And, - Thirdly,, That to 

t, and turn from Sin, (without which Pardon 
is impoſſible) is not in the Sinner's Power; and 
then, I ſuppoſe, there cannot but appear a greater 
Likelihood, that a Sin once committed, will, in 
the Iſſue, not be pardoned, than that it will. To 
all which, add the Confirmation of general Expe- 
rience, and the real Event of Things, That where 
one Man ever comes to repent, an hundred, I 
might ſay a thouſand, end their Days in final Im- 
penitence. eee 


ALL which conſidered, ſurely there cannot need 
a more pregnant Argument of the Greatneſs of this 
ng Mdercy; if it did no more than this, 
his grand, immortal Concern, more valuable 
to him than ten thouſand Worlds, is not throw! 


upon a critical Point; en Aroughe 6 Þo 


1 


into H 


Fon, whatſoever the Iſſue proves, it is certainly 
' a miſerable Thing to be forced to caſt Lots for 


tion, in feflecting upon a 
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laſt Stake; that he is reſcued from the firſt Deſcents 
ell, and the high Probabilities of Damna- 


one's Life; yet in every Sin a Man does the ſame 
for Eternity. And therefore, let the boldeſt Sin- 


ner take this one Conſideration along with him, 


when he is going to fin, That whether the Sin he 
is about to act ever comes to be pardoned or no; 


yet, as ſoon as it is acted, it quite turns the Bal- 


nce. puts his Salvation upon the Venture, leaves 
him but one Caft for all; and, which is yet more 
dreadful, makes it ten to one Odds againſt him. 


Bur, let us now alter the State of the Matter 
fo, as to leave no Doubt in the Caſe: But ſuppoſe 
that the Sin, which upon Non-prevention comes 
to be committed, comes alſo to be repented of, and 


conſequently to be pardoned. _ | | 


Yer in the fourth and loft Place, The Great- 


neſs of this preventing Mercy is eminently proved 


from thoſe Advantages accruing to the Soul, from 
the Prevention of Sin, above what can be had from 


the bare Pardon of it. . 


+ If Innocence be preferable to Repentance, and 
to be clean be more deſirable than to be cleanſed ; 


then ſurely Prevention of Sin ought to have the 
Precedence of its Pardon. For, ſo much of Pre- 
vention, ſo much of Innocence. There are indeed 
various Degrees of it; and Gop ia his infinite 


Wiſdom does not deal forth the ſame Meaſure of 


his preventing Mercy to All. Sometimes He .may 
the Soul but juſt to begin the finful Produc- 
Sin wuggeſted by the 
Imagination, 
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Imagination, with fome Complucercy and Delight; a 
which, in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, is te conceive Sin; 

and then, in theſe early, imperfect Beginnings, 
God perhaps may preſently dath and extinguiſh it. 
Or, poflibly, He may permit the finful Conrepticn 
to receive Life and Form, by paffing into a Pur- 
poſe of committing it; and then He may make it 
prove abortive, by ſtifling it before ever it comes 
to the Birth. Or, perhaps, Gop may think fit 
to let it come en to the Birch, by ſome ſtrong 
Endezvours to commit it; and yet then deny it 
Strength to bri g forth; ſo that it never comes into 
actual Commiſion. Or, laſtly, Gop may ſuffer 
it to be born, and fee the World, by permitting 
the Endezvour of Sin to paſs into the Commiſſion 
of it. And this is the laſt fatal Step but one; 
which is by frequent Repetition ef the ſinful Act, 
to continue and perſiſt in it, *till-at length it ſettles = 
into a fixed, confirmed Habit of Sin, Which being 
properly that which the Apoſtle calls thr Pine a 
of Sin, ends certainly in Death ; Death, not only _ 
as to Merit, but alſo as to actual Infliction. 


No peradventure in this whole Progtels, rr 
wenting Grace may ſottetitnes come in to the pbor 
Sinner's Help but at the 4% Hier of rhe Hey; and  / 
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having ſuffered him to run all the r Riſk and I 
Maze of Sin, and to deſcend ſo many Steps down- | 
Wards to the black Regions of Death: As frſt, | 
from the bare Thought and Imagination of Sin, tb 
Took upon it with ſome Beginnings of Appetite and “ 
Dogs from thence to purpoſe and intend" it; g 
and from intending to endeavour it; and from en- 1 
Yeavouring actu to commit it; and having 
-coftitnitted it, perhaps for ſome Time to continue 
in it. And then (I ſay) after all this, Gop may | 


turn the fatal Stream, and by a mighty Grate in- 0 


r avs 7 2 2 13 _ — _wvmn—_— . 


deflowered with the formed Purpoſe of an e, 
vile and finful: What an infinite Goodneſs is this 

It is not a converting, but a crownin — ſuch 
an one as irradiates, and puts ircle of Glory 
about the Head of him —_ — it deſcends: 


cence. 


Proof of the nnen 


poſed for the Proſecution of it; namely, Secondly, 
its Application: Which, from the foregoing Diſ- 
courſe, may afford us ſeveral Deductions, but chiefly 
by Way of Information, in theſe three ee 
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ſettled Habit, and ſo hinder the abſolute Com- 
pletion of Sin in final Obduracy. | | 


CERTAIN Lit is, that whereſoever it placing 8 | 
to ſtop the Sinner on this Side Hell, how far ſoever 
he — been advanced in his Way towards it, it is 


a vaſt, ineffable Mercy; a Mercy as great as Life 
from the Dead, and Salvation to a Man tottering 
with Horror upon the very Edge and Brink of De- 
ſtruction. But if, more than all this, Gop ſhall 


de pleaſed by an early Grace to prevent Sin fo ſoon, 
a5 to keep the Soul in the Virginity of its firſt Inno- 
Defres, and much leſs 


cence, not tainted with the 


It is the Holy Gheft coming down upon him in the 
Form of a Dove; and ſetting him triumphant above 
the Neceſſity of Tears and Sorrow, Mourning and 
Repentance, the fed Aﬀter-games of a loſt Inno- 


Au, thus — for the advantageous Effects of 


preveitix g. above thoſe of fardoning Grace; which 


was the fourth and laſt Argument nee 2 * 


3 Thing pro- 


P we now to the next 


Firſt, Tuis may convince us, howvaſily gr 


2 Pleaſure is conſequent upon the Forbearance of 
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. than can poſſibly accompany , 
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itz and, how much higher a Satisfaction is to hb: 
found from a conguered, than from a conguering ſl ri 
Paſſion. For the Proof of which, we need look iſ o 
no farther than the great Example here before us. 0 
Revenge is certainly the moſt: luſcious Morſel that j. 
the Devil can put into the Sinner's Mouth. But, 
do we think that Devid could have found Half 
that Pleaſure in the Execution of his Revenge, that 

be expreſſes here upon the Diſappointment of it? 
Poſſibly it might have plefſed him in the preſent 
Heat and Hurry of his Rage, but muſt have diſ- 
pleaſed: him infinitely more in the cool, ſedate Re- 
flections of his Mind. For, Sin can- pleaſe no 
longer, than for that pitiful Space of Time while 
it is committing; and furcly the preſent Pleaſute 
of a ſinſul Act, is a poor Countervail forthe Bitter- 
-neſs of the Review, which begins where the Action 
ends, and laſts for ever. There is ho il! Thing 
. which:a Man does in his Paſſion, but his Memoty 

"will e Eee. aim for eee. 


A Pleaks a K 2.4 Paſſion, 
as moſt of the wine of Sin — muſt needs de- 
termine with that Paſſion: It is ſhort, violent, and 
ſallacious; and, as ſoon as the Imagination is diſ- 
abuſed; will certainly be at an End. And therefore 
Des Carter preſcribes excellently well for the Regu- 
lation of the Paſſions, via. That a Man ſhould Rx 
and fore-arm his Mind with this ſettled Perſuaſion, 
chat, during that Commotion of his Blood _ 
Spirits, in which Paſſion ly conſiſts, what- 
ſoever is offered to his Imegination in Favour of it, 
tends only to deceive his Reaſon : It is a real Tre- 
pan upon it; feeding it with Colours and Appeat- 
2 inſtead of — rguments; and driving the very 
rgain which Faceh did with Hau, A 11/5 
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eee W have here a ſure unfailing Crite-. 
rion, by which every Man may diſcover and find 
out the gracious or ungracious Diſpoſition of his 
own Heart. The Temper of every Man is to be 

;udged of from the Thing he moſt eſteems; and the 
Object of his Efeem may be meaſured by the prime 
Geck of his Thanks. hat is it, that opens-thy 
Mouth in Praiſes, that fills thy Heart, and lifts 
up thy Hands in gratcful Acknowledgments to thy 
great Creator and Preſerver? Is it, that thy Ba 
and thy Barns are full, that thou haſt eſcaped this 
Sickneſs, or that Danger? Alas, Gon may have 
done all this for — in Anger ! All this fair Sun- 
ſhine may have becn only to harden thee in thy 
Sins. He may have given thee Riches and Ho- 
nour, Health and Power, with a Curſe; and, if 
ſo, it will be found but a poor Comfort, to have 
had never ſo great a Share of Gop' 's Bounty, with- 
out his . 


Bur, has He at t. any Tims kept thee from thy 
din? Stopt thee in the Proſecution of thy Luft ? 
Defeated the malicious Arts and Stratagems of thy 
mortal Enemy, the Fempter ? And does not the 
denſe of this move and affect thy Heart more than 
all the former Inſtances of temporal Proſperity, 
which are but (as it were) the promiſcuous Scat- 
terings of his common Providence, while theſe are 
E 122, Kindnefles of his ſpecial Grace ? 

8 

A TRULY pious Mind has certainly another 
Kind of Reliſh and Taſte of theſe Things; and, 

if it receives a temporal — with Gratitude, 
it receives à ſpiritual one xtacy and Tran- 
port. David, an heroick Inſtance of fuch a Tem- 
per, overlooks the rich and ſeaſonable Preſent of 
Aiigail, though pteſſed with Hunger and Travel; 


4 her Advice, which diſarmed his Rage, and 
calmed 


* 
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/ calmed his Revenge, draws forth thoſe high and 
affectionate Gratulations from him: Bleſſed be thy 
Advice, and bleſſed be thou, who haſt kept me this 
Day from ſhedding Blood, and avenging myſelf with 

* own Hand. ele were his joyful and glorious 

3 rophies; not that he triumphed over his Enemy, 

i} but that he inſulted over his Revenge; that he 

= _ eſcaped from himſelf, and was delivered from his 

bY < own Fury. And wholvever has any Thing of 
in David's Piety, will be perpetually plying the 
= Throne of Grace with ſuch like Acknowledgments, 

14 as, Bleſſed be that Providence, which delivered 

* „me from ſuch a lewd Company, and ſuch a vi- 

1 “ cious Acquajntance, which was the Bane of 


ii & ſuch and ſuch a Perſon. And, Bleſſed be that 
Y „ GoD, who caſt Rubs, and Stops, and Hin- 
„ drances in my Way, when I was attempting the 
i « Commiſſion of ſuch or ſuch a Sin; who took 
* « me out of ſuch a Courſe of Life, ſuch a Place, 
— « or ſuch an Employment, which was a continual 
4 „ Snare and Temptation to me. And, Blieſſed be 
1 « ſuch a Preacher, and ſuch a Friend, whom Gop 
% made Uſe of to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon to wy 

| „ wicked Heart, and fo turned me out of the Paths 
Fi 4 of Death and Deſtruction, and ſaved me in Spite 
| of the World, the Devil and myſelf.” 


aim 91 


—— 
_ 
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1 THESE are ſuch Things as a Man ſhall remem- 
bn ber with Joy upon his Death-bed ; ſuch as hall 
+ chear and warm his Heart even in that laſt and bit- 
Fl ter Agony, when many from the very Bottom of 
| their Souls ſhall wiſh that they had never been 
rich, or great, or powerful; and reflect with An- 
guiſh and Remorſe upon thoſe ſplendid Occaſions 


of Sin, which ſerved them for little, but to heighten 
| their Guilt, and at beſt to enflame their Accounts, 
Fi at that great Tribunal which they are going to ap- 
14 pe r before. ee e 
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Is the third and la Place, we learn from hence 
the great Reaſonableneſs of not only a contented, 
but allo a thankful Acquieſcence in any Condition, 
and under the ſevereſt Paſſages of Providence, which 


can poſſibly befall us: Since there is none of all / 


theſe but may be the Inſtrument of preventing Grace 


in the Hands of a merciful Gop, to keep us from 


thoſe Courſes which would otherwiſe aſſuredly end 


in our Confuſion. This is moſt certain, that there 


is no Enjoyment which the Nature of Man is either 
deſirous or capable of, but may be to him a direct 
Inducement to Sin, and conſequently is big with 
Miſchief, and carries Death in the Bowels of it. 
But to make the Aſſertion more particular, and 
thereby more convincing, let us take an Account 


of it with Reference to the three moſt valued En- 


joyments of this Life. 

Hils, HeaLTa. | 
Secondy, REPUTATION : And, 
Thirdly, WEALTH. 


And Fit, for Health. Has Gop made a 
Breach upon that ? Perhaps He is building up thy 
Soul upon the Ruins of thy Body. Has he be- 
reaved thee of the Uſe and Vigour of thy Limbs ? 
Poſſibly He ſaw that otherwiſe they would have 
been the Inſtruments of thy Luſts, and the active 
Miniſters of thy -Debaucheries. Perhaps thy lan- 
guiſhing upon thy Bed, has kept. thee from rotting 
in a Goal, or in a worſe Place. Gap ſaw it ne- 
ceſſary by ſuch Mortifications to quench the Boil- 
ings of a furious, overflowing Appetite, and the 


| boundleſs Rage of an inſatiable Intemperance; to 


make the Weakneſs of the Le the Phyſick and 
Vol. XLIII. N Re- 
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Reſtorative of the Spirit; and, in a Word, rather 
to fave thee, diſeaſed, ſickly and deformed, than 
to let Strength, Health and Beauty drive thee 
Headlong (as they have done many Thouſands) 
into eternal Deſtruction. 


Secondly, Has Gop in his Providence thought 
it to drop a Blot upon thy Name, and to blaſt thy 
Reputation? He ſaw perhaps that the Breath of 
popular Air was grown infectious, and would have 
derived a Contagion upon thy better Part. Pride 
und Vain-glory had mounted thee too high, and 
therefore it was neceſſary for Mercy to take thee 
down, to prevent a greater Fall. A gad Name it, 
indeed, better than Life; but a ſound Mind is bet- 
ter than both. Praiſe and Applauſe had ſwell'd 

thee to a Proportion ready to'burſt; it had vitiated 
all thy ſpiritual Appetites, and brought thee to fced 
upon the Air, and to ſurfeit upon the Wind, and, 
ina Word, to ſtarve thy Soul only to pamper thy 


Imagination. 


AxD now, if Gop makes Uſe of ſome poignant 
Diſgrace, to prick this enormous Bladder, and to 
let out the poiſonous Vapour,'is not the Mercy 
greater than the Severity of the Cure? Cover them 
with Shame (ſays the Pſalmiſt) that they may feet 
thy Name. Fame and Glory tranſports a Man out 
himſelf; and, like a violent Wind, though it may 
bear him up for a while, yet it will be ſure to let 
him fall at laſt: It makes the Mind hooſe and 
gariſh, ſcatters the Spirits, and leaves a Kind of 
Diſſolution upon all the Faculties: Whereas Shame 
on the contrary (as all Grief does) naturally eon - 
tracts and unites, and thereby fortifies the Spirits, 
and fixes the Ramblings of Faney, and ſo reduces 
and gathers the Man into himſelf. This is che 
. *  fovercign 
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fovereign Effect of a bitter Portion, adminiſtered, 
by a wiſe and merciful Hand: And what Hurt can 
there be in all the Slanders, Obloquies and Diſ- 
es of this World, if they are but the Arts and 
hods of Providence to ſhame us into the Glories 

of the next? But then, | 
ht fit. to caſt 


Thirdly and {afily, Has Gon thoug 
thy Lot amangſt the Poor of this World, and that 
either by denying thee any Share of the Plenties of 
this Life, (which: is. ſomething} grievous) or by 
taking them away, which is much mare ſo? Yet 
ſtill all this may be but the Effect of preventing 
Mercy, For fo much Miſchief as. Riches hwe 
done, and may do to, the Souls of Men, ſo much 
Mercy may there be in taking them away. For, 
does not the wiſeſt of Men, next our Saviour, tell 
us of Riches kept to the Hurt of the Quners of them? 
Eeclefs va 13. And. does not. our Saviour Himſelf 

of the intolerable Difficulty, which, they. 
cauſe in Mens ay to Heaven? Do they not 
make the. narrow Way. much naxrower ; and con 
tract the Cate which leads to Life to the Straitneſs of 
a Needle's EHE EM 


AnD nom, if Gon will fit thee for this Paſſage, 
by taking off thy Load, and emptying thy Bags, 
and fo ſuit the Narrowneſs of thy Fortune to the 
Narrowneſs EN Way thou art to paſs, is there 
zuy Thing: but Mercy in all this? Nay, are not 
the Riches of his Mercy conſpicuous in the Poverty 
of thy Condition? 


Tnou who rcpineſt at the Plenty and Splendor 
of thy Neighbour, at the Greatneſs of his Incomes, 
and Magnificence of his Retinue; confider what 
xe frequently the diſmal 0 ——_ of all wy 
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and thou wilt have little Cauſe to envy this gaudy 
great one, or to wiſh thyſelf in his Room. 


For do we not often hear of this or that young 
Heir newly come to his Father's vaſt Eſtate ? An 
happy Man, no Doubt! But, does not the Town 
8 ring of his Debaucheries? Are not his 

iches and his Lewdneſſes talk'd of together? And 
the Odiouſneſs of the one, heightened and ſet off by 
the Greatneſs of the other? Are not his Oaths, his 
Riots, and other Villainies, reckoned by as many 
Thouſands as his Eftate? . 


Now conſider, had this grand Debaucher, this 

gliftering Monſter, been born to thy Poverty, he 

could not have contracted ſuch a clamorous Goll 

he could not have been ſo bad: Nor, perhaps, 

had thy Birth inſtated thee in the fame Wealth 

_ Greatneſs, wouldſt thou have been at all 
ter. , 


Tr1s Gop foreſaw and knew in the Ordering 
both of his and thy Condition: And which of the 
Two, can we think, is the greater Debtor to his 
prev-nting Mercy? Lordly Sins require Lordly 
Eſtates to ſupport them: And where Providence 
denies the Jatter, it cuts off all Temptation to the 
former, 2 15 f 5 


AnD thus J have ſhewn by particular Inſtances, 
what Cauſe Men have to acquieſce in, and ſubmit 
to the harſheſt Diſpenſations that Providence can 
meaſure out to them in this Life; and with what 
Satisfaction, or rather Gratitude, that ought to be 
endured, by which the greateſt of Miſchiefs is pre- 
vented. The great Phyſician of Souls, ſometimes, 
cannot cure, without cutting us. Sin has feſter d 

f inwardly, 
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n and he muſt launce the Impoſthume, to 
let out Death with the Suppuration. He who ties 
a Madman's Hands, or takes away his Sword; 
loves his Perſon, while he. diſarms his Frenzy. 
And whether by Health or Sickneſs, Honour or 
Diſgrace, Wealth or Poverty, Life or Death, 
Mercy is ſtill contriving, acting, and carrying on 
the ſpiritual Good of all thoſe who /ave GOD, and 
are loved by Him. Wa 
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Luxz xi. 35- 


Take Heed therefore, that the Lig which | is 
u thee be not Darkneſs. 


| 8 Light is certainly one of tlie moſt ee 
rious, and uſeful Creatures that ever iflucd 


from the Wiſdom, and Power of the great 
Creator of the World; fo were the Eye of the 
Soul as little weakned by. the Fall, as — Eye of 
the Body, no Doubt the Light within us wou ap- 
pear as much more glorious than the Light without 
us, as the ſpiritual, intellectual Part of the Crea- 
tion exceeds the Glories of the ſenſible, and cor- 


poreal. 


I $nALL 
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I 5HALL indifferently Fares this Light by the 


Name of Conſcience (as a 


erm equivalent to it} 


in the following Particulars ; but ſtill this ſhall be, 
with Reſpect to its informing, rather than to its 
obliging Office, Foraſmuch as it is the former of 
theſe N which is the proper Effect of Light, and 
not the latter. For though Conſcience be both a 


Light, and (as it commands under God) a Law 


too; yet as it is a Light, it is not formally a Law. 
For if it were, then whatſoever it diſcover'd to us, 
it would alſo oblige us to. But this is not ſo; 
ſince it both may, and does diſcover to us the dif- 
ferent Nature of many 4 and Actions without 


obliging us either to the Pra 


ice or Forbearance of 


them; which one Conſideration alone is ſufficient 
to ſet the Difference between the enlightning and 
the obliging Office of Conſcience, clear beyond all 3 


Now this Ligbt, as it is certainly the great and 
ſovereign Gift of Gop to Mankind for the Gui- 


dance and 


Government of their Actions, in all 


that. concerns them, with Reference to this Life, 


er a better 


; ſo itis alſo as certain, that it is capable 


of being turned-into Darkneſs, and thereby made 
wholly uſeleſs for ſo noble a Purpoſe. X 


Fon fo 
nor do th 


EY the Words of the Text import; 
ey import only a bare Poſhbility, that 


it may be ſo, but alſo a very high Probability, that, 
without an extraordinary Prevention, it will be fo. 
For as much as all Warning, in the very Reaſon 
of the Thing, and according to the naturai Force 
of ſuch Expreſſion, implies it in theſe two Things. 
Firſt, Some very conſiderable Evil, or Miſchief 


warned 2 


inſt; and Secondly, an equal Danger of 


falling into it: Without which all Warning would 


de not only ſuperfluous,. but ridiculous. 


- y 
& Nos 


=- 


as well as nonplus our Expreſſions, But yet to 
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Now, bath theſe, in the preſent Cafe, are vety 
great; as will appear by a diſtinct Confidetation of 
each of them, And AE 


Firſt, Far the Euil which tue are warned or caution'd 
againſt; to wit, the turning of this Light within u; 
inta Darkneſs. An Evil fo unconceivably great, 
and c chenſive, that, to give an Account of 
the utmoſt Extent of it, would poſe our bbs = 

e 
our Apprehenſions of it the beſt we can, let us but 
conſider with ourſelves thoſe intolerable Evils which 
bodily Blindneſs, Deafneſs, Stupefaction, and an utter 
Deprivation of all Senſe muſt unavoidably ſubject 
the outward Man to. For what is one, in ſuch a 
Candition able to do? And what is he not liable to 
fuffer? And yet Doing and Sufering, upon the 
Matter, comprehends all that concerns a Man in 
this World. If ſuch an one's Enemy ſeeks his Life, 
in this forlorn Caſe, he can neither ſee, nor hear, 
nor perceive his Approach, *till he finds himſelf 
actually in his murdering Hands. He can neither en- 
counter, nor efcape him, neither in his own Defence 
give, nor ward off a Blow : For whatſoever blinds 
2 Man, ipſe facto diſarms him ; ſo that being be- 
refe both of his Sight and of all his Senſis beſides, 
what ſuch an one can be fit for, unleſs it be to ſet 
up for Prophecy, or believe Tranſubſtantiation, I 
cannot imagine. © B 


- Tas, I f, are ſome of thoſe fatal Miſchiefs, 
which corporal Blindneſs and Inſenſibility expofe 
the Body to ; and are not thoſe of a ſpiritual Blind- 


neſs unexpreſſibly greater? For muſt not a Man, 


Ibouring under this, be utterly at a Loſs, how to 


diſtinguith between the two grand governing Con- 


cerns of Life, Good and Eu? And may not the 
Ignorance of theſe colt us as dear as the ft 


* 
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onen of them did our firſt Parents 7 Life and Death, Vice 


Meaſure. ſuperſede the Strictneſs of Caution; 


and Virtue come alike to ſuch an one; as all Things 
are of the ſame Colour to him who cannot ſee, 
His whole Soul is Nothing but Night, and Con- 
fuſion, Darkneſs, and Indiſtinction. He cannot 
ſee the Way to Happineſs, and how then 
ſhould he avoid it ? For where there is no Senſe 
of Things, there can be no Diſtinction, and where 
there is no Diſtinction, there can be no Choice. 


A Max. deſtitute of this directing and diſtin- 
euiſhing Light within him, is and muſt be at the 
Mercy of every Thing in Nature, that would im- 
poſe or ſerve a Turn upon him. So that whatſoever 


the Devil will have him do, that he muſt do. 


Whitherfoever any exorbitant Deſire or hur- 
ries him, thither he muſt go. Whatſoever any baſe 
Intereſt ſhall preſcribe, that he muſt ſet his Hand to, 
whether his Heart goes along with it, or no. If he 
be a Stateſman, he muſt be as willing to ſell, as 
the Enemy of his Country can be to buy. If a 
Churchman, he muſt be ready to ſurrender, and 
give up the Church, and make a Sacrifice of the 
Altar itſelf though he live by it; and (in a Word) 
take that for a full Diſcharge from all his Obliga- 
tions to do as he is bid. Which being the Caſe of 
ſuch as ſteer by a falſe Light, certainly no Slave in 
the Gallies is or can be in ſuch a wretched Condi- 
tion of Slavery as a Man thus abandoned by Con- 
ſcience, and bereft of all inward Principles, that 
ſhould either guide or controul him in the Courſe 
of his Conferſation. So that we ſee here the tran- 
ſcendent Greatneſs of the Evil which we ſtand 
caution'd-againſt,, But then, pin 


| Secondy, Ir it were an Evil that ſeldom happened, 
that very rarely befel a Man, this might in a great 


but 
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but on the contrary, we ſhall find, that as great a) 
— is, which we are to fence againſt (and chat 
reat as the Capacities of an immortal Soul) 
reatneſs of the — is ſtill commenſurate : 
— is a Caſe that uſually happens; it is a Miſ- 
chief as frequent in the Event, as it is fatal in the 
Effect. It is, as in a common Plague, in which 
the Infection is as hard to be eſcaped, as the Dif- 
temper to be-cured: For that which brings this 
Darkneſs upon the Soul is Sin. And as the State of 
Nature now is, the Soul is not fo-cloſe united to 
the Body, as Sin is to the Soul; indeed ſo cloſe is 
the Union between them, that one would even think, 
the Soul ieſo}Ff (as much a Spirit as it is) were the 
Matter, and Sin the Form in our preſent Conftitu- 
tion. In a Word, there is a ſet Combination of 
all without a Man, and all within him, of alt 
above Ground, and all under it, (if Hell be ſo) 
farlt to put out his Eyes, and then to draw or drive 
bim into Perdition. From ali which I 
ſuppoſe, we muſt needs ſee Roa ſom more than ſuſ⸗ 
feient for this Admonition ob our Saviour, al- 
Moed that the Light twhich is in thee be not-Darineſs. 
An Ad monition founded upon no leſs a Concern; 
than all that a Man can fave, and all that he can 
Joſe to uy. And thus having ſhewn both the 
Vaſtneſs of: the Evil icfelf, and the extreme Dan- 
ger wo are in of it: Since no Man can be at all the 
wiſer, or the fafey for barely knowing his Danger, 
without a vigorous Application to prevent it; and 
fince the ſureſt Preventive of it, is to know by What 
Arts, and Methods, our Enemies will encounter 
us, and by which he is moſt likely to prevail over 
us, we will enquire into, and copſider thoſe Ways 
and Means by which he commonly attempts, and 
too frequently effects this ſo diſmal a Change upon 
us, 0 of the poor e Gallen 
en 
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ſallen Nature, by turning the laſt ſurviv Spark 
of it, OP NN us, into — 


Fon this muſt bo ed; that no Man 
living, in Reſpect of — is born blind, 
but makes himſelf ſo. None can ſtrike —_ 
Eye of his Conſcience but himſelf: For Not 
can put it out, but that which ſins it out, Ant 


upon this Account, it muſt be confeſſed, that a 


Man may love his Sin ſo enormouſly, as by a very 


ill Application of the Apoſtle's Expreflion; even to 


pluck out bis own Eyes and gi them ti it; ag indeed 
every obſtinate Sinner in the World does. 


Oun preſent ebene chall be to ſhed 


bow, and by what Courſes, this Divine Light, this 


Candle of the Loup, comes fitſt to burn taint and 
dim, and fo by a gradual Decay fainter and fainter, 
till at — by a total Extinction it quite ſinks to 
Nothing, and ſo dies away. And this Thall -do, 
ry in General, and Scconaly, in Particular. | 


An firſtin General, nk down thefoewo 


Obſervations. 5 


Firſt, char whatſoever defies che Conſcience, . 
the fame: * 512. 4 | 


As t0 the y- of which, inwrend Ay 
what Way — it is hard to conceive, and 
much harder to explain. Our great Unacquaintance 
with the Nature of ſpiritual, immaterial Beings 
leaving us wholly in the Dark as to any explicit 
Knowledge, either how they Work, or how — 
are worked upon. 80 that — 
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Nevertheleſs the Thing itſelf is certain, be the Man. 
ner of effecting it never ſo unaccountable. _ 


Ver thus much we find, that there is ſomething 
in Sin analogous to Blackneſs, as Innocence is fre- 
quently in Scripture, expreſſed, and ſets forth to us 
by Whiteneſs. All Guilt blackens, (or does ſome- 
thing equivalent to the blackening of) the Soul; 
as where Pitch cleaves to any Thing, it is ſure to 
leave upon it both its Foulneſs and its Blackneſ; 
together: And then we know that Blackneſs and 
Darkneſs are inſeparable. „ 


Sour even of the old Heathens, (not without 


Countenance from Ariftotle himſelf } hold, that be- 


ſides the native, inherent Light of the Intell. & 
(which is eſſential to it, as it is a Faculty made to 
apprehend its Object) there is alſo another Light, 
in the Nature of a Medium, beaming in upon it by 


| a continual EMux and Emanation from the great 


Fountain of Light, and . irradiating this intellec- 
tual Faculty, together with the Repreſentations of 
Things imprinted thereupon. According to which 
Doctrine it ſeems with great Reaſon to follow, that 
whatſoever interpoſes between the Mind and Irradi- 
ations from GoD, (as all Sin more or leſs certain) 
does) muſt needs hinder the Entrance and. Admil- 
miſſion of them into the Mind; and then Dark- 
neſs muſt by neceſſary Conſequence enſue, as being 
— 4 elſe but the Abſence, or Privation of 


Don che farther Btafieaion- uf -arbich. Merion, 


we may obſerve, that the Underſtanding, the Mind, 
or Conſcience of Man (which we ſhall here take 


for the ſame Thing) ſeem to bear much the ſame 


| Reſpect to GoD, which Glaſs. or Chryſtal does to 


the Light or Sun ; which appears indeed to the Eye 
a bright 


, 
' 
5 
5 
ö 
: 
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2 bright and a ſhining Thing; nevertheleſs this 


Shining is not ſo much from any eſſential Light or 
Brightneſs exiſting in the Glaſs itſelf (ſuppoſing 


that there be any ſuch in it) as it is from the Po- 
rouſneſs of its Body, rendering it tranſparent, and 


thereby fit to receive and tranſmit thoſe Rays of 


Light, which falling upon it, and paſſing through 


it, repreſent it to common View as a luminous Bo- - 
dy. But now let any Thing of Dirt or Foulneſs 


ſully this Glaſs, and ſo much of the Shine or Bright- 


neſs of it is preſently gone, becauſe ſo much of the 
Light is thereby hindered from entering into it, and 
making its Way through it. But if, beſides all 


this, you ſhould alſo draw ſome black Colour, or 


deep Die upon it, either by Paint or otherwiſe ; 
then no Brightneſs could be ſeen in it at all, but 
the Light being hereby utterly ſhut out, the Glaſs 
or Cryſtal would ſhine or gliſter no more than a 


Piece of Wood, or a Clod of Earth. 


Is like Manner every Act of Sin, every Degr 


ee 
of Guilt, does in its Proportion caſt a Kind of Soil 
or Foulneſs upon the intellectual Part of the Soul, 


and thereby intercepts thoſe bleſſed Irradiations, 
which the Divine Nature is continually darting in 
upon it. Nor is this all, but there are alſo ſome 
certain Sorts and Degrees of Guilt, ſo very black 
and foul, that they fall like an huge thick Blot upon 


this Faculty; and fo ſinking into it, and ſettling 


within it, utterly exclude all thoſe Illuminations, 
which would otherwiſe flow into it, and reſt upon 
it from the great Father of Lights; and this not 


. from any Failure, or Defe& in the Illumination it- 
elf, but from the Indiſpoſition of the Object, 


which being thus blacken'd, can neither let in, nor 


tranſmit the Beams, that are caſt upon it. 
85 Vol. XIIIII. O 1 WILL 
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I w1LL not affirm this to be a perfect F xempli- 
fication of the Caſe before us, but I am ſure it is 
a lively Illuſtration of it, and may be of no ſmall 
Uſe to ſuch as ſhall throughly confider it. But how- 
ever (as I ſhew'd before) the Thing itſelf is cer- 


tain and unqueſtionable, Guilt and Darkneſs being 


always ſo united, that you ſhall never find Darkneſs 
mentioned in Scripture i in a moral Senſe, but you 
{ſhall alſo find it deriv'd from Sin, as its direct 
Cauſe, and join'd with it as its conſtant Compani- 
on: For, by a mutual Production, Sin both cauſes 
Darkneſs, and is cauſed by it. Let this there- 


fore be our firſt general Obſervation ; That wy, 


| ever pollutes or fouls the =. in the ſame 
gree alſo darkens it. 


Secondly, Ov other . Obſervation ſhall be 
this; That whatſcever puts a Bias vpon the Conſcience: 


weakens, and, by Conſequence, darkens the L ght of 


it. A clear and a right-judging Conſcience muſt be 
always impartial ; and that it may be ſo, it muſt be 
perfectly indifferent : That i is, it muſt be free and 
diſincumbered from every Thing, which may in 
the leaſt ſway, or incline it one Way, rather than 


another, beyond what the ſole and mere Evidence 


of Things would naturally lead it to. In a Word, 


it muſt judge all by Evidence, and Nothing by 


Inclination. 


AnD this our bleſſed Saviour with admirable Em- 
phaſis and 1 of Expreſſion calls the Sin- 
gleneſs of the Eye. / the 25 e SN he) be f /ong - 
thy whole Body hall be 4 of Lis That is, N 
thing extraneous muſt cleave to, or join with he 
Eye in the Act of Seeing, but it muſt be left ſolely, 
and entirely to itſelf, and its bare Object, as naked 
as Truth, as pure, fimple, and unmixed as Sin- 
cerity. Otherwiſe the whole Operation of it -una- 
nn paſſes into Cheats Fallacy, and As 
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As, to make the Caſe yet more particular; if you 


put a Muffler before the Eye, it cannot ſee; if any 


Mote or Duſt falls into it, it can hardly ſee; and 


if there be any Soreneſs or Pain in it, it ſhuns the 
Light and will not ſee. And all this by a very eaſy, 
but yet certain, and true Analogy, is applicable to 
the Eye of the Soul, the Conſcience; and the In- 


tance is verifiable upon it, in every one of the al- 


ledged Particulars. 


In ſhort, whatſoever bends, or puts a Bias upon' 
the Conſcience, repreſents Things to it by a falſe 


Light; and whatfoever does. ſo, cauſes in it a falſe 


and erroneous Judgment of Things. And all Er- 


ror or Falſhood is, in the very Nature of a real in- 


tellectual Darkneſs ; and conſequently muſt diffuſe 
a Darkneſs upon the Mind, ſo far as it is affected 


and poſſeſſed with it. And thus much for our ſe- 


cond general Obſervation. 


From whence we ſhall now paſs to Particulars. 


In the aſſigning and ſtating of which, as I ſhew'd' * 
before, that Sin in general was the general Cauſe of - 
this Darkneſs, fo the particular Cauſes of it muſt be 
fetched ſrom the particular Kinds and Degrees of 


Sin. 3 
Now Sin may be conſidered three Ways. 
Firſi, In the AR. 
Secondly, In the Habit or Cuſtom. 


Thir dy, In the Affection, or productive Prin- 
n, +: Hor hee ee 


Tv all which we ſhall ſhew what a darkening and 
malign Influence Sin has upon the Conſcience or , 
Tf OK 02 Mind 
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Mind of Man; and conſequently with what ex- 

treme Care and ſevere V igilance the Conſcience 

ought to be guarded, and watched over in all theſe 
elpefts. And, 


Fir, Fox Sin confidered in the ſingle AQ, 
Every particular Commiſſion ef any great Sin, 
fuch as are, for Inftance, the Sins of Perjury, of 
Uncleanneſs, of Drunkenneſs, of Theft; and, 
above all, of Undutifulneſs to Parents, (which be- 
ing a Thing fo much againſt Nature, Nothing in 
Nature can be faid for it:) Theſe I ſay, and the 
like capital, ſoul-waſting Sins, even in any one 


fingle Act, have a ſtrangely efficacious Power to 


darken the Conſcience. 


VIA, every ſingle groſs Act of Sin, is much 


the ſame Thing to the Conſcience, that a great 
Blow or Fall is to the Head, it ſtuns and bereaves 
it of all Uſe of its Senſes for a Time. Thus thoſe 
Sins of David, ſo mazed and even ſtupified his 
Conſcience, that it lay as it were in a Swoon, and 
void of all ſpiritual Senſe for almoſt a whole Year. 

For we do not find, that he came to himſelf or to 
any true Sight or Senſe of his horrid Guilt, till Na- 
than the Prophet came and rouſed him up with a 
Meſſage from Gop ; nor did Nathan come to him, 
till after-the Child, begotten in that Adultery, was 


born. Such a terrible Deadneſs and Stupefaction 
did thoſe two Sins bring upon- his Soul for fo many 


Months together, during which Time whatſoever 
Notion of Murder and Adultery David might have 
in general ; yet no Doubt, he had but very light, 
and ſuperficial Thoughts of the Heinouſneſs of his 
own in particular. And what was the Reafon of 
this? Why, his Conſcience was caſt into a dead 
Sleep, and could not ſo much as open its Eyes, ſo 
as to be able to look either upwards or gt 
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This was his ſad and forlorn Eſtate, notwithſtand- 
ing that long Courſe of Piety and Converſe with. 
Gop, which he was now grown old in. For he. 
had been an early PraQtiſer, and an eminent Profi- 
cient in the Ways of Gop, and was now paſt the- 
fftieth Year his Age; and yet, we fee, that 
one or two ſuch groſs Sins dulled and deadned the 
Spiritual Principle within him to ſuch a Degree,. 
that they left him for a long Time (as it were), 
dozed and benumbed, blind and inſenſible; and, 
no doubt, had not a peculiar Grace from God. 
raiſed him up and recovered him, he had continu». 
ed ſo to his Life's End. 


For this is moſt certain, and worth our beſt Ob- 
ſervation; that whatſoever carries a Man off from 
Gop, will in the natural Courſe, and Tendency 
of it, carry him ftill further and further: till at. 
length it leaves him neither Will nor Power to 
return. For Repentance is neither the Defign, nor 
Wark of meer Nature, which immediately after 
the Commiſſion of Sin. never puts a Man upon. 
diſowning or bewailing it; but upon ſtudying how: 
to palliate and extenuate, and rather than fail, 
how to plead for and defend it. This was the 
Courſe, which Adam took upon the firſt Sin: And: 
the ſame Courſe in the ſame Caſe will be taken by 
all the Sons of Adam (if left to themſelves) as long: 
a the World ftands. | . 


Secondly, T as frequent and repeated. Practice of 
Lin has alſo a mighty Power in it to obſcure and 
darken tha natural Light of Conſcience. Nothing. 
being more certainly true, nor more univerſally 
acknowledged than that Cem of Sinning takes: 
away 6 of Sin; and, we may add, the 
Sight of it too. For though the Darkneſs conſe- 
quent upon any one gro/s Act? of Sin, be (as we. 

: e 3 9 have 


- 
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have ſhewed) very great, yet that which is cauſed 
by Cuſtom of Sinning, is much greater and more 
hardly curable. Particular Acts of Sin do (as it 
were) caſt a Miſt before the Eye of Conſcience, 
but cu/fomary Sinning brings a Kind of Film upon 
ar, and it is not an ordinary Skill which can take 
off that. The former only cloſes the Eye, but 
this latter puts it aut; as leaving upon the Soul a 
wretched Impotence, either to judge, or to do well; 
much like the Spots of the Leopard not to be changed, 
or the Blackne/s of an Ethiopian not to be waſhed 
For by theſe very Things the Spirit of God 
in Fer. xiii. 23. expreſſes the Iron invincible Force 


of à wicked Cuſtom. 


Now the Reaſon, I conceive, that fuch a Cu/- 
tom brings ſuch a — upon the Mind or Con- 
ſcience, 1s this, That a Man naturally defigns to . 
himſelf in all that he does ; and that it is impoffible 
for him to find any Action really pleaſurable, while 
he judges it abſolutely wlawful ; ſince the Sting of 


this muſt needs take off the Reliſh of the other, 


and it would be an intolerable Torment to any 


© Man's Mind, to be always ding, and always con- 


demning himſelf for what he does. And for this 
Cauſe, a Man huts bis Eyes, and tops hrs Ears 
againſt all that his Reaſon would tell him of the 
Sinfulneſs of that Practice, which long Cuſtom, 
and Frequency has endeared to him. that he 
becomes ſtudiouſly, and affectedly ignorant of the 


Inet of the Courſe he takes, that he may the 


more ſenſibly taſte the Pleaſure of it. And thus, 
when an inveterate, imperious Cuſtom has ſo over- 
ruled all a Man's Faculties, as neither to ſuffer 
his Eyes to ſee, nor his Ears to hear, nor his Mind 
to think of the Evil of what he does; that is, when 
all the Inftruments of Knowledge are forbid to do 
| = © | upon 
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upon the whole Soul. For when the Windows 


are ſtopped up, no wonder if the W hole Room be 
dark. | 


Tun Truth i is, ſuch an habitual Frequency of 


dinning, does (as it were) bar and bolt up the 


Conſcience againſt the ſharpeſt Reproofs, and the 
moſt convincing Inſtructions; fo that when Gp 
the Thunder of his Jadgments, and the Voice 
his Miniſters has been ringing Hell and Venge- 
ance into the Ears of ſuch a Sinner, perhaps, like 


Felix, he may tremble a little for the preſent, and 


ſeem to yield, and fall down before the over - po] 
ering Evidence of the Conviction; but aſter 2 
while, Cuſfom overcoming Conſcience, the Man 

his Way, and though he is convinced, and 
to do, yet he actually does 
what he uſes to do : And all this, becauſe through 


e finful Courſe, an Over-ba 
Evil of it. | | 


Axp what a Darkneſs and Delufion muſt Conſe 
ence needs be under, while it makes a Man j 
that really beft for him, which directly tend = 
and generally ends in, his utter Rain and Damms 
tion] Cuſtom is faid to be a ſecond Nature, and if 
by the firff we are already fo bad, by the ſecond 
(to be fi re) we ** be much wor ſe. . 


Thirdly, Evezy corrupt Paſſion, or Aﬀeftion of 
the Mind, will 2 pervert the judging, and 
obſcure and darken the diſcerning Power of Con- 


ſcience. The Affections which the Greets call 


nab, and the Latines Affetus / 
the ſame Uſe to the Soul, which the Members are 
of to the Body; ſerving as the proper Inſtruments 
of * of 1 and are n, 

W | 
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with a certain Motion of the Blood and Spirits pe- 
culiar to each Paſſion, or Affection. And as for 
the Seat or Fountain of them, Philoſophers both 

lace them in and derive them from the Heart. 
But not to inſiſt upon mere Speculations : The 


Paſſions or Affections are (as I may ſo call them) 


the mighty Flights and Sallyings out of the Soul 
upon ſuch Objects as come before it; and are ge- 
nerally accompanied with ſuch Vehemence, that 
the Stoicks reckoned them, in their very Nature 
and Eſſence, as ſo many Irregularities, and Devi- 
ations from right Reaſon, and by no Means inci- 
dent to a wiſe or good Man. 


Bur though better Philoſophy has long ſince 


exploded this Opinion, and Chriſtianity, which is 
the greateſt and the beft, has taught us, that, that 
godly Sorrow is neither a Paradox nor a Contradic- 
tion, 2 Cor. vii. 10. and conſequently, that in 
every Paſſion or Affection there is ſomething pure; 
ly natural, which may both be 4;/7inguifhed and. 
divided too from what is ſinful and irregular ; yet 


notwithſtanding all this, it muſt be confeſſed, that 


the Paſſions are extremely apt to paſs into Zxcefs,, 
and-that when they do ſo, nothing in the World. 
is a greater Hindrance to the Mind gp Reaſon of 
Man, from making a true, clear, and exact Judg- 
ment of Things, than the Paſſions thus wrought 
up to any Thing of Ferment, or Agitation. It 
being as impoſſible to keep the judging Faculty 
| fieady in foch a Caſe, as it would be to view 2 
Thing di/tin#ly and perfectly through a PerſpeCtive. 
Glaſs, held by a ſhaking, paralytick Hand. 


Wren the Affections are once engaged, the 


nt, or Bias upon it, it is poſſeſſed and gained 
over, and as it were fee'd and retained * 
f | aule, 
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Cauſe, and thereby made utterly unable to carry 
ſuch an equal Regard to the Object, as to conſider | 
Truth nakedly, and as fuch to make it the rigid 
inflexible Rule, which it is to judge by; eſpeci- 
ally where Duty is the Thing to be judged of. For 
a Man will hardly be brought to judge right, and 
true, when by ſuch a Judgment he is ſure to con- 
demn himſelf. | 


Bor this being a Point of ſuch high Importance, 
| will be yet more particular about it, and ſhew ſe- 
verally, in ſeveral vitious Affections, how impoſ- 
ſible it is for a Man to keep his Conſcience rightly. 
informed, and fit to guide and direct him in all the 
arduous perplexing Caſes of Sin and Duty, while 
he is actually 9 the Power of any of them. 
This I Know Men, generally, are not apt to be- 
lieve, or to think that the Failures of their Mo- 
rals can at all affect their Intellectuals. But I 
doubt not but to make it not only credible, but 


undeniable. 


Now the vitious Affections which I ſhall ſingle 
out of thoſe vaſt Numbers, which the Heart of 
Man, that great Storehouſe of the Devil, abounds 
with, as ſome of the Principa!, which thus darken 
and debauch the Conſcience, ſhall be theſe three. 


Firſt, SENSUALITY. Secondly, Covetouſneſs. 
Thirdly, Ambition. | | 


05 each of which I ſhall ſpeak particularly : 
L | | _— 


Firſt, For Senſuality, or a vehement Delight in, 
and Purſuit of bodily Pleaſures. We may truly 
ſay of the Body, with Reference to the Soul, what 
was ſaid by the Poet of an ill Neighbour, Nemo 

e t” 3. | tam 
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tam prop? tam proculgue: None ſo nearly joined in 
Point of Vicinity, and yet ſo widely diſtant in 
Point of Intereſt and Inclinations. 


THE antient Philofophers generally holding the 
Soul of Man to be a ſpiritual immaterial Subſtance, 
could give no Account of the ſeveral Defects in 
the Operations of it, (which they were ſufficient- 


ly ſenſible of) but from its Immer ſion into, and in- 


timate Conjunction with Matter. And according- 


ly all their Complaints and Accuſations were ſtill 


levelled at this as the only Cauſe of all that they 
found amiſs in the whole Frame and Conſtitution 


of Man's Nature. In a Word, whatſoever was 
obſerved by them, either irregular or defective in 


the Workings of the Mind, was all charged upon 


the Body, as its great (70g any Impediment. As 


the ſkilfulleſt Artiſt in the 


orld would make but 


forry Work of it, ſhould he be forced to make Uſe 


of Tools no Way fit for his Purpoſe. 


Bur whether the Fault be in the ſpiritual or 


corporeal Part of our Nature, or rather in both, 


certain it is, that no two + gp in the a gs wag | 
all of each other, 


more rife and grow upon the 
than the Flaſb and the Spirit : They being like a 


Kind of Balance in the Hand of Nature, ſo that 


as one mounts up, the other till ſinks down; and 
the high Eftate of the Body ſeldom or never fails 


to be the low, declining Eſtate of the Soul. Which 


t Contrariety and Diſcord between them, the 
Apoſtle deſcribes, as well-as Words can do, Gal. 


v. 7. The Fleſh (ſays he) luſteth againſt the Spirit, 


and the Spirit luſteth againſt the Fl:;ſh, and theſe two 
are contrary, like two mighty Princes, whoſe Ter- 
ritories join, they are always encroaching, and 
warring upon one another. And, as it moſt com- 


monly falls out, that the worſe Cauſe has 


Succeſs; 


the beſt 
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Succeſs ; ſo Ot the Fleſh and the Spirit comes 
to a Battle, it is ſeldom but the Fleſh comes off 
victorious. - And therefore the ſame great Apeſtle, 
who ſo con/kantly exerc 7 himſelf to keep a Conſci- 


ence void of Offence, did as conſtantly and ſeverely 
exerciſe himſelf to keep under his Body, and bring 
it into Subjeftion, 1 Cor. ix. 27. And the ſame, in 

all Ages, has been the Judgment and Practice of 
all ſuch as have had any Experience in the Ways 
of Gop. For bodily Pleaſure dulls and weakens 
the Operations of the Mind, even upon a natural 
Account, and much more upon a Spiritual, Now 
the Pleaſures which chiefly affect, or rather be- 
witch the Body, and by ſo doing become the Peſt, 
and Poiſon, of the nobler and intellectual Part of 
Man, -are thoſe falſe and fallacious Pleaſures of 
Luft and Intemperance : 


Or each of which ſeverally : And 


Firſt, -For Luſt. NoTaING does, or can dar- 
kenthe Mind, or Conſcience of Man more : Nay, 
it has a peculiar Efficacy this Way, and for that 
Cauſe may juſtly be ranked amongſt the very 
Powers of Darkneſs : It being that which, (as Na- 
turaliſts obſerve) ſtrikes at the La Seat of the 
Underſtanding, the Brain. Something of that 
Blackneſs of Darkneſs mentioned in the 13th of St. 
Tude, * to EC of the very Nature, as well 
as Puniſhment of this Vice. 


Nox: does only the Reaſon of the Thing itſelf, 
but alſo the Examples of ſuch as have been pollefſed 
with i it, demonſtrate as much. | 


For had not Sampſon (think we) : an intolerable 
Darkneſs and Conful ion upon his Underſtanding, 
while ne ran roving after every Strumpet 5 * 
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brutiſh Manner that he did? Was it not the Eye 
of his Conſcience which Dalilab firſt put out. And 
when the two Angels (as we read in Gen, xix.) 
ſtruck thoſe Monſters, the Men of Sadom, with 
Blindneſs, had not their own deteſtable Luſt furt 
ſtricken them with a greater? Or could Herad 
have ever thought himſelf obliged by the Religion 
of an Oath, to have murdered the Baptiſt, had 
not his Luſt and his Herodias impriſoned and mur- 
dered his Conſcience firſt ? For, ſurely, the Com- 
mon Light of Nature could not but teach him, 
that no Oath or Vow whatſoever could warrant 
the greateſt Prince upon Earth to take away the 
Life of an innocent Perſon. Bur ic ſeems his be- 
ſotted Conſcience having broken thro” the ſeventh 
Commandment, the ſixth ſtood too near to it to 
be fafe long: And therefore his two great Caſuiſts, 
the Devil and Heradias, having allowed him to lie 
and wallow in Adultery ſo long, eaſily perſuaded 
him that the ſame Salve might be found out for 
Murder alſo. So that it was his Luſt obſtinately 
"continued in, which thus darkened and deluded 
his Conſcience; and the ſame will, no doubt, 
darken. and delude, and, in the End, extinguiſh 
the Conſcience of any Man breathing, who ſhall 
ſurrender himſelf up to it. The Light within 
him ſhall grow every Day leſs and leſs, and zt 07 
length totally and finally go eut. So hard, or ra- 
ther utterly unfeaſible it is for Men to be zealous . th 
Votaries of the blind God, without loſing thei de 
Eyes in his Service. 


- From all which it F. what a Folly it is 
for any one under the Dominion of his Luft, to 
think to have a right Judgment in Things relating 


to the State of his Soul: And the ſame, -in the 


SECOND 
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SECOND Place holds equally in that other 
Branch of Senſuality, /ntemperance; whereupon 
we find them both joined together by the Prophet, 
Heſca iv. 11. Whoredom (ſays he) and Mine take 
away the Heart; that is, according to the Lan- 
guage of Holy Writ, a Man's judging and diſcern- 
ing Abilities. And therefore, whoſoever would 
preſerve theſe Faculties (eſpecially as to their Diſ- 
cetnment of ſpiritual Objects) quick and vigorous, 
muſt be ſure to keep the upper Region of his Soul 
clear and ſerene ; which the Fumes of Meat and 
Drink, luxuriouſly taken in, will never ſuffer it to 
be. We know the Method, which that high 
and exact Pattern of ſpiritual Prudence, St. Paul 
took to keep the great Centinel of his Soul, his 
Conſcience, always vigilant and circumſpe. It 
was by a conſtant and ſevere Temperance, heigh- 


tened with frequent JYatchings and Faſtings, as he 


himſelf tells us, 2 Cor. xi. 27. In Watchings often, 
in Fa/tings often, This was the Diſcipline which 
kept his Senſes exerciſed to a ſure. and exquiſite 
Diſcrimination of Good and Evil, and made the 


Lamp within him ſhine always with a bright and 
tumphant Flame. f <3: be 


# % 


whe Glattoy, and all Exceſs, either in Eating 


or Drinking, 


gely clouds and dulls the intel - 
leftual Powers; and then, it is not to be ex 


that the Conſcience ſhould bear up, when the Un- 


derſtanding is drunk down. An Epicure's. Practice 
naturally diſpoſes a Man to an Epicure's Principles; 
that is, to an equal Looſeneſs in both: And he 
who makes his Belly his Buſineſs, will quickly 
come to have a Conſcience of as large a Swallow 
as his Throat, of which there wants not ſeveral 
deplorable Inſtances. Loads of Meat and Drink 
are fit for none but a Bea of Burden to bear ; and 
he is much the greater Beaſt of the two, who car- 

Vol. XLIII. P e ries 
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ries his Burden in his Belly, than he who carries 


it upon his Back. On the contrary, nothing is 
ſo great a Friend to the Mind of Man, as its 
nence ; it ſtrengthens the Memory, clears the Ap- 
1 and ſharpens the Judgment, and in a 
ord, gives Reaſon its full Scope of Acting; and 
when Reaſon has that, it is always a diligent and 
faithful Handmaid to Conſcience. And therefore, 
where Men look no further than mere Nature, (s 
many do not) let no Man expect to keep his Glut- 
tony and his Parts, his Drukennefs and his Wit, 
his Revellings and „ , and much leſs 
Conſcience together. For neither Grace nor Na- 
ture will have it ſo. It is an utter Contradiction 
to the Methods of both, Mo hath Mie who hath 
Sorrow ? who hath Contentions * wha hath Babbling? 
tuo hath Wounds without Cauſe ? who bath Redne; 
Eyes? ſays Salomon, Prov. xxiii. 29. Whi 
eſtion he himſelf preſently anſwers in the next 
Verſe, They who tarry at the Wine, they who 
feek after mixt Wine. So fay I, who has a ſtupid 
elle, a broken Memory, and a blaſted Wit, 
and (which is worſe than all) a blind and benight- 
ed Conſcience, but the Intemperate and Luxuri- 
ous, the Epicure and the Smell-feaſt ? So impoſ- 
ble is it for a Man to turn Sot, without making 
himfelf a Blockhead too. I know this is not always 
the preſent Effect of theſe Courſes, but, at a long 
Run it will infallibly be ſo; and Time and Luxury 
together will as certainly change the Infide, as it 
does the Outſide of the beſt Heads whatſoever; 
and much more of ſuch Heads as are ftrong for 
Nothing but to bear Drink. And thus much for 
the firſt great Darkner of Man's Mind, Sen/uelity, 
and that, in both the Branches of it, Liſt and In- 
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Secondly, ANOTHER vicious AﬀedQtion, which 
clouds and darkens the Conſcience, is Covetouſneſs. 
Coney which it may truly be affirmed, that 
of all the Vices incident to human Nature, none 
ſo powerfully and peculiarly carries the Soul down- 
wards as Covetouſneſs does. It makes it all Earth 
and Dirt, burying that noble Thing which can 
never die. that while the Body is above 
Ground, the Soul is under it ; and therefore muſt 
needs be in a State of Darkneſs, while it converſes 
in the Regions of it. 


How mightily this Viee darkens and debaſes 
the Mind, Scripture Inſtances abundantly ſhew.- 
When Meſes would affign the proper 8 
tions of Judge (which Office certainly calls for the 

vickeſt Apprehenſion, and the ſolideſt Judgment) 

Xvi. 8 Thou ſhalt not (ſays he) take a Git. 
But why? He preſently adds the Reaſon ; Becauſe. 
a Gift (ſays he) blinds the Eyes of the Wiſe. And 
no Wonder, for it perverts their Will; and then, 
who ſo blind as the Man who reſolves nat to fee# . 
Gold, it ſeems, being but a very bad H and: 
Cure of the Eyes in ſuch Caſes. In like Manner, 
when Samuel would ſet the Credit of his Integrity 
above all the Aſperſions of Envy and Calumny it- 


ſelf, 1 Sam. xii. 3. Of whoſe Hands = = 
grewith 
be gripe- 


have I received a Bribe to blind my Eyes 
Implying thereby, that for a Man to 
handed and clear-ſighted too was impoffible. 
And again, Eccl. vii. 7. 4 Gift (ſays the Wile- 
man) defroyeth the Heart : That is, (as we have 
ſhewn avvagy, fb judging and diſcerning Powers 
of the Soul. By ih which we ſee, that in the 
Judgment of ſome of the wiſeſt and Men 
that ever lived, ſuch as doſes, Samuel, Solomon, 
Covetouſneſs baffles and befools the Mind, blinds - 
and confounds the hs at and * 
. „ * 
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only in ordinary Perſons, but even in the ableſt, 
the wiſeſt, and moſt ſagacious. And to give you 
one Proof, above all, of the peculiar blinding 
Power of this Vice, there is not the moſt cove- 
tous Wretch breathing, who does ſo much as ſee 
or perceive that he is covetous. 7 


_ For, the Truth is, preach to the Conſcience of 
a covetous Perſon (if he may be ſaid to have any) 
with the Tongue of Men and Angels, and tell him 
of the Vanity of the World, of Treaſure in Heaven, 
and of the Neceſſity of being rich toward Gop, 


and liberal to his poor Brother; and it is all but 
flat, inſipid, and ridiculous Stuff to him, who 


neither ſees, nor feels, nor ſuffers any Thing to 
paſs into his Heart, but through his Hands. You 
muſt preach to ſuch an one of Bargain and Sale, 
Profits and Perguiſites, Principal and Intereſt, Uſe 
wþon Uſe ; and if you can perſuade him that God- 


Ineſs is Gain in his own Senſe, perhaps you may 
do Something with him; otherwiſe, tho“ you edge 


EZ Word you ſpeak with Reaſon and Religion, 
Evidence and Demonſtration, you ſhall never af- 
fe, nor touch, nor ſo much as reach his Con- 
feience ; for it is kept ſealed up in a Bag under 
Lock and Key, and you cannot come at it. 


AnD thus much for the ſecond baſe Affection, 
that blinds the Mind of Man, which is Covetouſ- 
neſs. A Thing directly contrary ts the very Spi- 
rit of Chriſtianity ; which is a free, a large, and 
an open Spirit; a Spirit open to Gop and Man, 


7 


and always carrying Charity in one Hand, and 


Generoſity in the other. 


\Thirdy, Tux third and laſt vile Affection which 
T ſhall mention (4 having the ſame darkening Ef- 
Confence) is Ambition. 


fect upon the Mind or 


For 
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For as Covetouſueſe dulls the Mind by prefiing 


Fore- runner of a 


and the Devil's Ruin, and has been ever ſince 
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it 
down too much below 1 RN 
it by lifting it up as mu ve itſelf; but 5 
* are furs to darken the Light of it. For if 
you either look too intently down a deep Preci- 
pice upon a Thing at an extreme Diſtance below 
you, or with the ſame Earneſtneſs fix — Eye 
upon Something at too great an Height above you, 
in both Caſes you will find a Vertigo or Giddi- 
neſs. And where there is a Giddineſs in the 
Ag there will be always a Miſt before the 

YES» 9 | . 


Pix, we know (which is always Couſin- 
German to Ambition) is commonly reckoned the 
all. It was the Devil's Sin, 


the Devil's Stratagem, who like an experienced 
Wreſtler uſually gives a Man a Lift before he 
ves him a Throw. But how does he do this? 
by, by firſt blinding him with Ambition; and: 
when a Man either cannot, or will not mind the 
Ground he ſtands upon, he is eaſily juſtled down, 
and thruſt head-long into the next Ditch. The 
Truth is, in this Caſe Men ſeem to aſcend to an 
high Station, juſt as they ufe to leap down a great 
Steep: In both Caſes they ſhut their Eyes firſt, 
for in both the Danger is very. dreadful, and the- 
Way to venture upon it is not to ſee it. | 


aa, ſo fatally does this tawering, Tig Hu- 
mour intoxicate and impoſe upon Mens Minds, 
that when the Devil ſtafids bobbing and tanta- 
lizing their gaping Hopes with ſome Preferment in 
Church or State, they ſhall do the baſeſt, the 
vileſt, and moſt adious Things imaginable; and 
that, not only in Defiance of Conſcience, bur, 


which is yet more n aud intolerable, ſhall 


3 I even. 


5 
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only in ordinary Perſons, but even in the ableſt, 
the wiſeſt, and moſt ſagacious. And to give you 
one Proof, above all, of the peculiar blinding 
Power of this Vice, there is not the moſt cove- 


tous Wretch breathing, who does ſo much as ſec 


or perceive that he is covetous. 


For, the Truth is, preach to the Confcience ef 
a covetous Perſon (if he may be ſaid to have any) 
with the Tongue of Men and Angels, and tell him 
of the Vanity of the World, of Trea ure in Heaven, 


and of the Neceſſity of being rich toward Gop, 
nd liberal to his poor Brother; and it is all but 


ſtat, inſipid, and ridiculous Stuff to him, who 
neither ſees, nor feels, nor ſuffers any Thing to 
paſs into his Heart, but through his Hands. You 
muſt preach to ſuch an one of Bargain and Sale, 
Profits and Perquiſites, Principal and Intereſt, Uſe 
ap Uſe ; and if you can perſuade him that God- 
Iineſs is Gain in his own Senſe, perhaps you may 


do Something with him; otherwiſe, tho* you edge 


=> Word you ſpeak with Reaſon and Religion, 
Evidence and Demonſtration, you ſhall never af- 
feat, nor touch, nor ſo much as reach his Con- 


ference ; for it is kept ſealed up in a Bag under 


Lock and Key, and you cannot come at it. 


Ap thus much for the ſecond baſe Affection, 


that blinds the Mind of Man, which is Covetouſ- 
neſs. A Thing directly contrary te the very Spi- 
rit of Chriſtianity ; which is a free, a large, and 


an open Spirit; a Spirit open to Gop and Man, 
and always carrying Charity in one Hand, and 


enerolity in the other. 


Thirdly, Taz third and laſt vile Affection which 
T ſhall mention (as having the ſame darkening Ef- 
fet upon the Mind or Conſcience) is Ambition. 


For 
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For as Covetouſneſs dulls the Mind by prefling it 


down too much below ar gt Fa pr ay ey 
it by lifting it up as mu ove itſelf; 
of — are ob darken the Light of it. For if 
you either look too intently down a deep Preci- 
pice upon à Thing at an extreme Diſtance below 
you, or with the ſame Earneſtneſs fix your Eye 
upon Something at too great an Height above you, 
in both Caſes you will find a Vertigo or Giddi- 
neſs, And where there is a Giddineſs in the 
Head, there will be always a Miſt before the 


Eyes. : 


| Pang, we know (which is always Couſin- 
German to Ambition) is commonly reckoned the 
Fore-runner of a Fall. It was the Devil's Sin, 
and the Devil's Ruin, and has been ever ſince 
the Devil's Stratagem, who like an experienced 
Wreſtler uſually gives a Man a Lift before he- 
pou him a Throw. But how does he do this? 
by, by firſt blinding him with Ambition; and 
when a either cannot, or will not mind the 
Ground he ſtands upon, he is eaſily juſtled down, 
and thruſt head-long into the next Ditch. The 
Truth is, in this Caſe Men ſeem to aſcend to an 
high Station, juſt as they uſe to leap down a great 
Steep: In both Caſes they ſhut their Eyes firſt, 
for in both the Danger is very. dreadful, and the- 
Way to venture upon it is not to ſee it. | 


YEA, ſo fatally does this towering, aſpiring Hu- 
mour intoxicate and impoſe upon Mens Minds, 
that when the Devil ſtands bobbing and tanta- 
lizing their gaping Hopes with ſome ment in 
Church or State, they ſhall do the baſeſt; the 
vileſt, and moſt odious Things imaginable; and 
that, not only in Defiance of Conſcience, bur, 
which. is. yet more * and intolerable, ſhall 


3 . 
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even alledge Conſcience itſelf as the very Reaſon 
for the doing of them: And when they have d 

ſhall wipe their Mouths, and with as bold a Front 
look the World in the Face, as if they expecded 
Thanks for ſuch Villainies, as a modeſt Male- 


3 would ſcarce preſume to expect a Pardon 
r. * 


Lx this therefore be fixed upon as a certain 
Maxim, that Ambition firſt blinds the Conſcience, 


and then leads the Man whither it will, and that 
is in the direct Courſe of it, to the Devil. | 


I Know there are many more irregular and 
corrupt Affections belonging to the Mind « of Man, 
and all of them in their Degree apt to darken 
and obſure the Light of Conſcience. Such as are 
Wrath and Revenge, Envy and Malice, Fear and 
Deſpair, with many ſuch others, even too many 


a great deal, to be crouded into one Diſcourſe. 


But the three fore-mentioned (which we have 
been treating of) are, doubtleſs, the moſt predo- 
minant, the moſt potent in their Influence, and 
moſt pernicious in their Effect; as anſwering to 
thoſe three principal Objects, which, of all others, 
do the moſt abſolutely command and domineer 
over the Defires of Men ; to wit, the Pleaſures 
of the World working upon their Senſuality; the 


Profits of the World upon their Covetouſneſs; 


and laſtly, the Honours of it upon their Ambition. 


Which three powerful] Incentives, meeting with 


theſe three violent AﬀeCtions, are (as it were) 
the great Trident in the Tempter's Hand, by 


which he ſtrikes through the very Hearts and 


Souls of Men; or as a mighty three-fold Cord, by 
which he firſt hampers, and then draws the whole 


World after him, and that with ſuch a rapid, 
Swing, ſuch an irreſiſtible Faſcination upon the 


Under- 
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1 Underſtandings, as well as Appetites of Men, 
5 that as Gop ſaid heretofore, Let there be Light, 
t and there was Light ; fo this proud Rival of his 
d Creator, and Overturner of the Creation, is ſtill 
- faying in Defiance of Him, Let there be Darkneſs, 
n and accordingly there is Darkneſs; Darkneſs upon 
the Mind and Reaſon, Darkneſs upon the Judg- 
ment and Conſcience of all Mankind. So that 
n Hell itſelf ſeems to be nothing elſe, but the Devil's 
x finiſhing this his great Work, and the Conſumma- 
it tion of that Darkneſs in another World, which 
| he had ſo fatally begun in this. 


AND now, to ſum up briefly the foregoing Par- 
ticulars, you have heard of what vaſt and infinite 


ly 

n Moment it is to have a clear, impartial, and 
e right · judging Conſcience: Such an one as a Man 
d may reckon himfelf ſafe in the Directions of, as 
y of a Guide that will always tell him Truth, and 
I Truth with Authority; and that the Eye of Con- 
e ſcience may be always thus quick and lively, let 
)- conſtant Uſe be ſure to keep it conſtantly open; 
d and thereby ready and prepared 'to let in thoſe 
0 Heavenly Beams, which are always ſtreaming 
5 forth from Gop upon Minds fitted to receive 
Ti them. | | EE ; R , 
ec Ay to this Purpoſe let a Man fly from every 
2 Thing which may leave either a Foulneſs or a 


5. Bias upon it; for the firſt will blacken, and the 
h other will diſtort it, and both be ſure to darken 
et) it. Particulaily let him dread every groſs Act of 
Yy Sin; for one great Stab may as certainly. and 
id ſpeedily deſtroy Life as forty leſſer Wounds. ' Let 
J him alſo carry a jealous Eye over every growing 
le Habit of Sin; for Cuſtom is an Over-match. to 
id MW Nature, and ſeldom conquered by Grace; and, 
Ie above all, let him keep aloof from all F —_ 
2 | WI 
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with any vicious and baſe Affection; eſpecially 
from all Senſuality; which is not only the Dirt, 
but the black Dirt, which the Devil throws upon 
the Souls of Men: Accordingly let him keep him- 
ſelf untouched with the helliſh, unhallowed Heats 
or Luft, and the noiſome Steams and Exbalations 
of Intemperance, which never fail to leave a bru- 
tiſh Dulneſs and Infatuation behind them. Like. 
wiſe, let him dear himſelf above that fordid and 
low Thing, that utter Contradiction to all Great- 
neſs of Mind, Covetouſneſs; let him diſenſlave 
himſelf from the Pelf of the World, from that 
Amor ſceleratus habend: ; for all Love has ſome- 
thing of Blindneſs attending it; but the Love of 
eſpecially. And laſtly, let him learn fo 
to upon the Honours, the Pomp and Great» 
_ neſs of the World, as to look through them too, 
Fools indeed are apt to be blown up by them, and 
to ſacrifice all for them; fometimes venturing 
their very Heads, only to get à Feather in their 
their Caps. But wiſe Men, inſtead of lookin 
above them, chuſe rather to look about them an 
within them, and by ſo doing, keep their Eyes 
always in their Heads, and maintain a noble 
Clearneſs in one, and Steadineſs in the other. 
* 'Thefe, I ſay, are ſome of thoſe Ways and Me- 
thods by which this great and internal Light, the 
judging Faculty of Conſcience, may be preſerved 
in its Vigour and Quickneſs. And to compleat 
the foregoing Directions by the Addition of one 
Word more; that we may the more ſurely pre- 
vent aur Affections from working too much upon 
ur organs, let ” 2 * of all ſd 
4 dings as may work too itrangly upon our Air 
fections. 


Is the Light that is in thus be Darkneſs, (lays 
aur Saviour) how great. muſt that Darkng/s 24 wt 
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That is, how fatal, how deſtructive! And there- 
fore I ſhall cloſe up all with thoſe other Words of 
our Saviour, John xii. Vhile you have the Light, 
walk in the Light; ſo that the Way to have it (we 
ſee) is to walk in it, That is, by the Actions of 
a pious, innocent, well-governed Life, to cheriſh, 
heighten, and improve it; for ſtill ſo much Inno- 
cence, ſo much Light : And on the other Side, to 
abhor and loath whatſoever may any Ways diſ- 
courage and eclipſe it ; as every Degree of Vice 
aſſuredly will. And thus by continual feeding and 


trimming our Lamps, we ſhall find that this bleſ- _ 


ſed Light within us, will grow every Day ſtronger 
and ſtronger, and flame out brighter and brighter, 
'till at length having led us through this Vale of 
Darkneſs and Mortality, it ſhall bring us to thoſe 
happy Manſions where there is Light and Life for 


& 


evermore. 
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PROVERBS i. 32. 


Le Profperity of Fools ſhall deftrey tm. 


T is a Thing 4 worth our Wonder, partly 
our Compathon, that w at the greateſt Part of 
Men are moſt paſhonately deſirous of, that they 

are generally moſt unſt for: For they look upon 

Things abſolutely in themſelves, without examin- 

ing the Suitableneſs of them to their own Condi- 

tions; and ſo, at a Diſtance, court that as an En- 
joyment, which upon Experience they find a +4 

Calamity. And this Hp Oo in 5 has Fol. 

that it widens and enlarges Mens Deſires, while i it 

leflens their Capacities : Like a Dropſy, which ſtill 
calls for Drink, but not affording Strength to digeſt 

33 but not the 

i 


As for the Explication of the Text, to tell you 
that in the Diale& of Scripture, but eſpecially of 
this * of Proverbs, Wicked Men are calle 
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Fools, and Wickedneſs Folly; as, on the contrary, 
that Pirty is ſtill graced with the Name of iſdom, 
would be as ſuperfluous, as to attempt the Proof-of 
a ſcif-evident Principle, or to light a Candle to the 
Sun, By Fools therefore are here repreſented all 
wicked and vicious Perſons. Such as turn their Backs 
upon Reaſon and Religion, and -wholly devoting 
themſelves to Senſuality, follow the Sway and Ca- 
reer of their corrupt Aﬀections, 


Tux Miſery of which Perſons in from hence 
moſt manifeft, that when Gop gives them what 
they moſt love, they perifh in the Embraces of it, 
are cruſhed to Death under the Heaps of Gold, 
ſtifled with an overcoming Plenty; like a Ship 
fetching rich Commodities from a far Country, but 


ſinking by the Weight of them in its Return. 


Since therefore wicked Men are ſo ſtrangely out in 
the Calculating of their own Intereft, and account 
Nothin Happineſs but what brings up Death and 
Deſtruction in the Rear of it; and Ende Profperi ——_— 
is yet, in itſelf, a real Bleſſing, though to them 

becomes a Miſchief, and determines in a 7 
it concerns us to look into the Reaſon of this ſtrange 
Event, and to examine how it comes to paſs, that 


the Projperiiy of Feats deftreys them. 


Tut Reaſons of it 1 conceive may be theſe 


I. Bzcavse every foohiſh or vicious Perſon is 
either ignorant or regardlefs of the proper Ends and 
Uſes, for which Gop deſigns Proſperity. 


IL Becavse Profierity (as as the Nature of Man 


now ftands) has a peculiar Force and Fitneſs to 
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Ul. Axp Lefth, Becauſe it directly indifpoks 
them to the proper Means of Amendment and 


Recovery. 


I. Ad p Fir, one Reaſon why vicious Perſon; 
miſcarry by Proſperity, is becauſe every ſuch Perſar 
is either ignorant or regardleſs of the proper Ends and 
Uſes for which Gop erdains and defagns it. Which 
Ends are theſe : e toes eas A oa 


1. To try and diſcover what is in a Man, Al 
Trial is properly Enquiry, and Enquiry is an En- 
deavour after the Knowledge of a Thing, as yet 
unknown; and . conſequently, in Striinet: of 
Speech, Gop who knows all Things, and can be 
ignorant of Nothing, cannot be ſaid zo try, any 
more than He can be ſaid to enguire. But Gon, 
while He ſpeaks to Men, is often pleaſed to ſpeak 
after the Manner of Men; and the Reaſon of this 
is not only his Condeſcenſion to our Capacities, 
but becauſe in many Actions Gop behaves Himſelf 
with ſome Analogy to the Actings of Men. And 
therefore, becauſe. Go . ſometimes ſets. thoſe 
Things before Men, that have in them a Fitneß 
to draw. forth and diſcover what is in their Heart, 
as inquiſitive Perſons do, who have a Mind to pry 
into the Thoughts and Actions of their Neighbour, 
He is upon this Account ſaid to try or 10 .enguire, 
though, in Truth, by ſo doing, Gop deſigns. not 
to inform Himſelf, but the Perſon whom He tries, 
and give both him and the World a View of his 
"Temper and Diſpoſition. 


For the World is ignorant of Men, till Occa- 
ſion gives them Power to turn their Inſides outward, 
and to ſhew themſelves. So that What is ſaid of 
an Office, may. be alſo; ſaid of Proſperiy and 2 
Fortune, that it does indicare virum, diſcover wy 
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the Man is, and what Metal his Heart is made of. 
We ſee a Slave perhaps cringe, and ſneak, and 
humble himſelf, but do we therefore preſently think 
that we ſee his Nature in his Behaviour ? No, we 
may find ourſelves much miſtaken; for No-body 
knows, in Caſe Providence ſhould think fit to 
ſmile upon ſuch an one, and (as it were) to launch 
him forth into a deep and a wide Fortune, how 
quickly he would be another Man, aſſume another 
Spirits and grow inſolent, imperious, and inſuf- 
ferable. 4 


Nox is this a Myſtery hid only from the Eyes 
of the World round about a Man, but ſometimes 
alſo even from himſelf; for he ſeldom knows his 
own Heart ſo perfectly, as to be able to give a cer- 
tain Account of the future Diſpoſition and Incli- 
nation of it, when placed under different States 
and Conditions of Life. He that has been bred , 
poor, and grown up in a Cottage, knows not how. 
his Spirits would move, and his Blood riſe, ſhould . 
he come to handle full Bags, to ſee ſplendid Atten- 
dances, and to eat, drink, and fleep in State. Yet 
no Doubt, but by ſuch great unlikely Changes, as 
alſo by lower Degrees of Affluence, Providence de- 
ſigns to ſift, and ſearch, and give the World ſome 
Experience of the Make and Bent of Mens Minds. 


BuT now the vicious Perſon flies only upon the 
Bulk and Matter of the Gift, and conſiders not that 
the Giver has a Deſign upon him; the Conſidera- 
tion of which would naturally make Men cautious 
and cireumſpect in their Behaviour: For ſurely it 
is not an ordinary Degree of Intemperance, that 
would prompt a Man to drink intemperately before 
thoſe, who he knows gave him his Freedom, only 
to try whether he would uſe it to Exceſs or no. 
Gop gave Saul a rich Booty upon the Conqueſt 

Vor. Q We of 
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of Amalet, to try whether he would prefer real 
Obedience before pretended Sacrifice, and the per- 
forming of a Command before fiying upon the Spoil: 
But his Ignorance of the Uſe, to which God de- 
ſigned that proſperous Event, made him let looſe 


the Reins of his Folly and his Covetouſneſs, even 


to the N his Crown, and the taking the 
s Family, 1 Sam. xv. 23. Becauſe 

| — haſt rejected the Word of the Lox b, (ſaid Sa. 

mel to him) He hath alſo rejected thee from being 


King : So that this was the Effect of his miſandere } 
ftood Succeſs, he communes * but e 


himſelf. 
2 Tur — End and Deſign of God in going 


Proſperity, and of which all wicked Perſons are 
either ignorant or regardleſs, is to encou rage then 


in à conſtant, humble Expreſſion of their Gratitude 


„e Maker, who deals ſuch rich 
and _ Proviſions to his undeſerving Crea- 


Gop would have every temporal Bleſſing 


raiſe that eſtion in the Heart, LorD, what is 
Man, that Thou viſite/t him or the Son of Man, 
that Thou ſo regardeft him? He never ſends the 
Pleaſures of the Spring, nor the Plenties of the 
Harveſt, to ſurfeit, bark to oblige the Sons of Men; 


and the very Fruits of the Earth are intended as 


Arguments to carry their Thoughts to Heaven. | 
Bur the wicked and ſenſual Part of the World 


are only concerned to find Scope and Room enough . 
to wallo in; if they can but bebe it, whence they 
have it troubles not their Thoughts; ſaying Grace 
is no Part of their Meal; they feed and grovel like 
Swine under an Oak, filling themſelves with the 
Maſt, but never ſo much as Peking up, either to 
the r bore, or the Hands that ſhook it 


dawn. is is their N22 and ware” 
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' the Midſt of all their oyments. But it is far 


from reaching the Purpoſes of the great Governor 
of the World, who makes it not his Care to gratify 
the Brutiſhneſs and Stupidity of evil Perſons. He 
will not be their Purveyor only, but their Inſtruc- 
tor alſo, and ſee them taught, as well as fed by his 
Liberality. | 


3. THE third End that Gop gives Men Proſpe- 
rity for, and of which wicked Perſons take no No- 
tice, is to make them helpful to Society. No Man 
holds the Abundance of Wealth, Power, and Ho- 
nour, that Heaven has bleſſed him with, as a. Pro- 
prietor, but as a'Stewdrd, as the Truſtee of Pro- 
vidence, to. uſe and diſpenſe it for the Good of 
thoſe whom he.cony with. For does any one 
think, that the Divine Providence concerns itſelf 


to It him up to a Station of Power, only to inſult 


and domineer over thoſe who are round about him; 


and to ſhe the World how able he is to do a Mi 
chief, or a ſhrewd Turn? No, Gon depoſits (and 
He does but depoſit) a Power in his Hand, to en- 


courage Virtue, and to relieve oppreſſed Innocence; 


and, in a Word, to act as his Deputy, and as Gop 


Himſelf would do, ſhould He be pleaſed to act im- 
mediately in Affairs here below. 


| Go bids a great t and rich Perſon riſe and ſhine, * 


2s He bids the Sun; that is, not for himſelf, but 
for the Neceſſities of the World. And none is fo 
honourable in his own Perſon, as he who is help- 
ful to others, When Gon makes a Man wealthy 


and potent, He paſſes a double Obligation upon 
him; 'one, that He gives him Riches; the other, 


that He gives him an Opportunity of exerciſing a 
great Virtue; for ſurely, if Gop ſhall. be pleaſed 
to make me his Almoner, and the Conduit. by 


which his Goodneſs may deſcend upon = diſtreſſed 


exghbour ; 
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Neighbour ; tho' the Charity be perſonally mine, 
— 8 Me arms Gov for it, | 
— be virtuous, and he that he is relieved. 


Bur the wicked worldly Perſon looks no farther 
than himſelf; his Charity ends at Home, where it 
ſhould only begin. He thinks that Providence fill; 
his Purſe ds his Barns, only to pamper his own 
Carcaſe, to invite him to take his Eaſe and his 
Fill, that is, to ſerve his baſe Appetites with all 
the Occaſions of Sin. It is not his Buſineſs to 4 
Good, but only to enjoy it, and to enjoy it fo, as to 
leſſen it, by monopolizing and confining it. Where- 
upon being ignorant of the Purpoſe, it is no Won 

der if he alſo abuſes the Bounty o Providence, m4 
ſo perverts * to his own Dęftructian. £ 


l. Tus: frond gin) Reaſon, why the Proj 
= of Feols proves deſlructiue to them, is, Becauſe 

Proſperity (as the Nature of Man now ſtands) has 
— orce and Fitneſs to abate Mens Vir- 


— Its — —u— 14 N 


"Bs And firſt, fos its abet chaſe 7, why Vi. 
tue, of any Sort whatſoever, is a Plant that grows 
upon no Ground, but ſuch an one as is frequently 
tilled and cultivated with the ſevereſt Labour. But 
what a Stranger is Toil and Labour to a great For- 
tune? Perſons poſſeſſed of this, judge themſelves 
to have actually all that, for which Labour can be 
rational: For Men uſually labour to be rich, great, 
and eminent. And theſe are born to all this, as to 
an Inheritance. They are at the Top of the Hill 
already; ſo that while others — and pant- 
ing to get up, they have Nothing elſe to do, but 
to lie down and fun themſelves, and at ave vu 
wy be —— of nm — 3 
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Bur it is Poverty and Hardſhip that has made 
the moſt famed Commanders, the fitteſt Perſons 
for Buſineſs, the moſt expert Stateſmen, and the 
greateſt Philoſophers. For that has firſt puſhed 
them on upon the Account of Neceſſity, which be- 
ing fatisfied, they have aimed a Step higher at 
Conveniencez and ſo being at length inured to a 
Courſe of virtuous and generous Seduli 
has continued that, which Neceſſity 
till their Endeavours have been crowned with E- 


minence, Maſterſhip, and Perfection in the "oP 
r 5 


Bur would the y ng _effeminate Gallant, that 


never knew what 2 to want his Will, that 

every Day cloaths himſelf with the Riches, and 
ſwims in the Delights of the World; would he, I 
fay, chuſe to riſe out of his ſoft Bed at Midnight, 
to 


in an hard and a long March, to engage in 
a cta Study, or to follow ſome "tedious per- 
plexed Buſineſs? No, he will have his Servants; 
and the Sun itſelf riſe before him; when his Break- 
faſt is ready, he will make himſelf ready too, unleſs 
perhaps ſometimes his Hounds and his Huntſmen 
break his Sleep, 1 order to 


| great Families to 
through the Debauc 
ir : The Reaſon of whic 


diz that the Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate does not prompt 
Men to thoſe ſevere and virtuous Practices, by 


which it was firſt acquired. The Grand- child 


perhaps mes, and drinks, and whores himſelf out 
of thoſe fair Lands, Manors, and Manſions,” which 


bis glorious Anceſtors had fought or ſtudied them- 
ſelves into, which they had got by preſerving their 
2 by berg the Br 
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in the Field, hungry and thirſty, early and late, 


by preferring a brave Action before a ſound Sleep, 
though Nature might never ſo much require it. 


- WHEN the Succeſs and Courage of the Romans 
had made them Maſters of the 
fures of all the conquered Nations round about them, 
we ſee how quickly the Edge of their Valour was 
dulled, and the ri s Honeſty of their Morals 
diflolved and melted away with thoſe Delights, which 
too eaſily circumvent and overcome the Hearts of 
Men: So that inſtead of the Camilli, the Fabrici, 
the Scipto's, and ſuch like Propagators of the grow- 
mg Greatneſs of the Roman Empire, as ſoon as 
the Bulk of it grew vaſt and unlimitted upon the 
Reign of Augufius Cæſar, we find a degenerous 
Race of Caligula s, Ners's, and Vitellius's, and of 
other inferior Sycophants and Flatterers, who nei- 
ther knew nor affected any other Way of making 
themſelves conſiderable, but by a ſervile adoring of 
the Vices and Follies of Great Ones above them, 


and a baſe tieacherous informing againſt virtuous 


and brave Perſons about them. 


Tus whole Buſineſs that was carried on with 
ſuch Noiſe and Eagernefs in that great City, then 
the Empreſs of the Weſtern World, was Nothing 
elſe but to build magnificently, to feed luxuriouſly, 
to frequent Sports and Theatres, and, in a Word, 
to flatter and be flattered; the Effects of too full 
and unwieldy Proſperity. But ſurely they could 
not have had Leiſure to think upon their Mulleii, 
their Lucrinian Oyſters, their Phanecoptors, and the 
like ; they could not have made a Rendezvous of 
all the Elements at their Table every Day, in ſuch 
a prodigious Variety of Meats and Drinks; they 
could not, I fay, have thus intended theſe Things, 
had the Gault been beſieging their Capitol, or Har 
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ealth and Plea- 
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wiſe, do we think, that that little Thing that fal- 
ling upon Thatch, or a Stack of Corn, prevai 
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nibal at the Head of his Garthaginian Army rapping 
at their Doors : This would quickly have turned 
their Spits into Swords, and whet their Teeth too 
againſt their Enemies. But when Peace, Eaſe and 
Plenty took away theſe W hetſtones of Courage, 
they inſenſibly lid into the Afatick Softnefs, and 
were intent upon Nothing but their Cooks, and their 
Ragous, their fine Attendants,. and unuſual Ha- 
bits; ſo that the Roman Genius was (as the Enghih 
ſeems to be now) even loſt and ſtifled, and the 
Conquerors themſelves transformed into the Guiſe 
and Garb of the Conquered, till by Degrees the 
Empire ſhrivell'd and pined away; and from ſuch 
a Surfeit of immoderate Proſperity, paſſed at length 


into a final Conſumption. 


euro Þ'; rig ST) nb 
Non is this ſtrange, if we conſider Man's Na- 
ture, and reflect upon the great Impotence and 
Difficulty that it finds in advancing into the Ways 
of Virtue merely by itſelf, without ſome collatera 
Aids and Afliſtances, and ſuch Helps as ſhall ſmooth 
the Way before it, by removing all Hindrances 


and Impediments, For Virtue, as it firſt hes in 


the Heart of Man, is but as a little Spark; which 
may indeed be blown into a Flame; it has that in- 
nate Force in it, that being cheriſhed and furthered 
in its Courſe, the leaſt Particle falling from a Can- 
dle may climb the Top of Palaces, wafte a City, 
and conſume a Neighbourhood. But then the 


. Suitableneſs of the Fuel, and the Wind and the 
Air muſt conſpire with its Endeavours: This is 


the Breath that muſt enliven and fan, and bear it 
up, till it becomes mighty and victorious. Othe: 


ſo marvelouſly, could exert its Strength and its 


. — Terror and its Rage falling into the 


* 
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w or the Duſt ? There it is preſently checked, 
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and left to its own little Bulk to preſerve Teſelf; 

which, meeting with no catching Matter, pre- 

ab and dies, 9 
ifican : 


I like Manner, let us ſuppoſe a Man, — 
to his natural Frame and Temper, addicted to Mo- 
geſty and Temperance, to virtuous and ſobet 
Courſe. Here is indeed Something improvable 
into a bright and a noble Perfection Gon has 
| kindled the £ ſown the Seed, arid we ſee the 

firſt Lineaments of a 42 or — . But 
now has this little E — — 
itſelf into the Word? 1 To hold up 8 
to maintain its Courfe to 2 — — 
gainſt all the Aſſaults and Batteries of Intempe- 
ee ; all the Snares and Trepans that common 
ife hays in its Way to extinguiſh and ſuppreſs it? 
Can it abſtain in the Midft of all the Importunities 
and Opportunities of Senſuality, without being 
confirmed and diſciplined by long Hardſhips, ſe- 


. vere Abridgments, and the Rules of Virtue fre- 


gory ently inculcated, and carefully preſſed? No, we 
Il quickly find thoſe hopeful Beginnings daſhed 
and rofl by ſuch ruining Delights. Proſpe- 
Fit is bat a bad Nurſe to Virtue; a Nurſe which 


Growth. 


I comer able Id the bent Plats 0 Mew; Fats 
it has ſuch an Aptneſs to leſſen and abate Virtoe, 
fo it has a peculiar Force art andy 
Lame Mens Corruptions. | 


Forno nan more" eifeGually betray, te 
Heart into a Love of Sin, and x Loathin 1 1 
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dangerous. Proſperity and Eaſe upon an unſanc- 
tified, impure Heart, is like the Sun-beams upon a 
Dunghill, it raiſes many filthy, noiſome Exhala- 
tions. "The ſame Soldiers, who in hard Service, 


and in the Battle, are in perfect Subjection to their 


Leaders, in Peace and Luxury are apt to mutiny 


and rebel. That corrupt Affection which has lain, 
2s it were, dead and frozen in the Midſt of diſtrac- 
ting Buſineſſes, or under Adverſity, when the Sun 
of Proſperity has ſhined upon it, then, like a Snake, 
ſently recovers its former Strength and Venom. 
Vice muſt be careſſed and ſmiled upon, that it m 
thrive and ſting. It is ſtarved by Poverty: 
droops under the Frowns of Fortune, and pines 
away upon Bread and Water, But when the Chan- 
nels. of Plenty run high, and every Appetite is 
plied with Abundance and Variety, then the inbred 


Corruption of the Heart ſhews itſelf pampered and 


inſolent, too unruly for Diſcipline, and too big for 


— the beter by confierin 
thoſe Vices, which mare particularly receive Im- 
provement by Proſperity. bai . 


1. Ax the firſt is Pride. Who almoſt is there, 
whoſe Heart does not ſwell with his Bag? And 
whoſe Thoughts do not follow the Proportions of 
his Condition? What Difference has been ſeen in 
the ſame Man poor and preferred ? His Mind, like 


a Muſhroom, has ſhot up in a Night. His Buſi- 


neſs is firſt to forget himſelf, and then his Friends. 
1 Sun ſhines, then the Peacock diſplays his 
ITam. | | 1 


* „ & OO | 23 $8 4 3 ; 
WE know when FHezetiah's Treaſuries were 


full, his Armories repleniſhed, and the Pomp of his 


Court tich and ſplendid, how his Heart was lifted 
ann. 
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up, and what Vaunts he made of all to the Baty. 
4on i Em baſſudors, Iſa. xxix. 2. Though in the 
Ead, as moſt proud Fools do, he ſmarted for his 
Oſtentation. See Nebuehadnezzar alfo ſtruttiag 
"Himſelf upon the Survey of that Maſs of Riches, 
und ſettled Grandeur, that Providence had bleſſed 
his Court with. It fwelled his Heart, till it broke 
oyt at his Mouth in that Rodomontade, Dan. iv. 
30. 7s not this great Babylon that I baue built for 
2 the Kingdom, by the Might 3 
er, , for the Glory of my Majeſty ? Now, 
Proſperity, by fomenting a Man's Pride, lays a 
vertain Train for his Ruin, will eaſily be'acknow- 
tedged'by him, who either from Scripture” or Ex- 


tly "owes "the proud Perſon. He is the very 
go; of Heaven; and Gop even looks upon 


2. ANOTHER Sin that is apt to receive Increaſe 
and Growth from Proſperity, is Luxury and Un- 
_ Eleunneſs. Sodom ws u Phetr tvatered Ilie the Gar- 
, Gov, Gen. ili. 10. There war in it Ful 
neſs of Bread, Ezek. xvi. 49. und a redundant Fru- 
ition of all Things. This was the Condition of 
Sodom, and "what the Sin of it was, and the 'diſtnal 
Conſequence of that Sin, is too well known. The 
Ihwelites committing Fornication with the Daugh- 
ters of Moab, which reaped down ſo many T hon- 


fands of them at once, was introduced with Feaſt- 
ing and Dancing, and all the Gajeries and Feſtivi- 


ties of a profperous, triumphing People. We read 
of Nothing like Adultery in a perſecuted David in 
the Wilderneſs ; he fled here and there like a chaſt 
Roe upon the Mountains, but when the Delicacies 
of the Court ſoftened und ungirt Mis Spirit, when 


he drowzed upon his Couch, and ſunned bimſelf 


great 


o- 
that 


ence ſhall ſearn what a Spite Providence con- 
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great Hero fell by a Glanee, and buriod his Glo- 
ries in his Neighbour's Bed; aining to his Name · 
a laſting Slur, and to his ulcien s- 2 n 


Wound. _ 


As Solomon ſays of a Man ſurpriaed with Surfeit 
and Intemperance, we may ſay of every fooliſh 


Man immerſed in Proſperity, That his Eyes ſhall 


leet upon Hens Namen, and bis Heart- ſhall cutters 
peru.rſe Things. It is a tempting» Thing ſor the- 
Fool to be N abroad in a fair Day. Dinah 
knows not, but the Snare may be laid 2 her, and 
ſhe return with a Rape upon her Honour, baſiedy” 
and deflowered, and robbed of the Crown of her 
Virginity, Let's Daughters revelled and OI 
their Father into Inceſt; 


Taz unclean Devil ets the Families of 2 


nich, the gallant, and the high Livers; and there 


Is Nothing but the Wiſdom from above which de- 
ſcends upon ſtrict, humble, and pray ing Perſons, + 
that can preſerve che Soul pure and ſound in the 
killing Neighbourhood of ſuch a Contagion. 


3 A THIRDSin that Proſperity inclines the ann | 
Heart of Man to, is Neglect of Gop in the Duties 


of Religion. Thoſe who lie ſoft and warm in a rich 


Eſtate, ſeldom come to heat themſelves at the Altar. 
It is a poor Fervour that ariſes from Devotion, in 


Compariſon of that which ſparkles from the 
rous Draughts, 


Men are (as they think) ſo happy, that they have 
no Leiſure to be holy. They look upon Prayer as 
the Work of the Poor and the Solitary, and ſuch as 
have Nothin ſpend but their Time and-them-- 
ſelves, _ If Nera wr 

de will kick "againſt bim who made him ſo.- 


And 


gene- 
and the feſtival Fare which attend 
the N of | the Wealthy and the Great. Sue 


wax fat, it is Ten to One but 
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AND now, I ſuppoſe, a Reflection upon the Pre. 
miſes cannot but preſs every ſerious Perſon with a 
Conſideration of the tickliſh Eſtate he ſtands in, 
while the Favours of Providence are pleas'd to 
breathe upon him in thoſe gentle Gales. No Man 
is wholly out of the Danger which we have been 
_ diſcourſing of: For every Man has ſo much of Fol- 
ly in him, as he has of Sin; and therefore he muſt 
know, that his Foot is not fo ſteady, but it may ſlip 
and ſlide in the oily Paths of Proſperity, 


Tax Treachery and Weakneſs of his own Heart 
may betray and inſenſibly bewitch him into the Love 
and Liking of a fawning Vice. What the Prophet 
ſays of Wine and Mulick, may be alſo ſaid of 
Profperity, whoſe Intoxications are not all leſs, 
that it ſteals away the Heart. The Man ſhall find 
that his Heart 1s gone, though he perceives not 
when it goes. 


And the Reaſon of all this is, becauſe it is natu- 
ral for the Soul in Time of Proſperity to be more 
careleſs and unbent; and conſequently not keeping 
ſo narrow a Watch over itſelf, is more expoſed to 
the Invaſions and Arts of its induſtrious Enemy. 
Upon which Account, the wiſe and the cautious 
will look upon the moſt promiſing Seaſon of Proſ- 
perity with a doubtful and a ſuſpicious Eye ; as be- 
waring, leſt while it offers a Kiſs to the Lips, it 
brings a Javelin for the Side; many Hearts have 
been thus melted, that could never have been broke. 
This alſo may be a full, though a ſad Argument 
to allay the fooliſh Envy, with which ſome are apt 
to look upon Men of great and flouriſhing Eſtates 

at a Diſtance : For how do they know, that what 
they make the Object of . is not a fitter 

Object for their Pity ? And that this gliſtering Per- 
fon ſo much admired by them, is not now a prepar- 


/ 
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ing for his Ruin, and fatting for the Slaughters of 
Eternity? That he does not eat his Bane, and ca- 
rouſe his Poiſon ? The poor Man perhaps is curſed 
into all his Greatneſs and Proſperity. Providence 
has put it as a Sword into his Hand, for the wound- 
ing and deftroying of his own Soul : For he knows 
not how to uſe any of theſe Things; and ſo has 
| only this Advantage, that he is damned in State, 
Ip and goes to Hell with more Eaſe, mote Floutiſh, 
and Magnificence than other Men. 5 
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rt Ap thus much for the ſecond general Reaſon, 
e why the Proſperity of Fools proves ſatal and de- 
et ſtructive to them. I come now to the third and 
ff laſt, which is, Becauſe Proſperity dired iy indiſpoſes 
55 
d 
Mt 


Men to the proper Means of their Amendment 
and Recover v. 


1. As firſt, it renders them utterly averſe from 
receiving Counſel and Admonition, Jer. xxii. 21. 
- { ſpake to thee in thy Proſperity, and thou ſaidft, T _ 
e will nat hear, The Ear is wanton and ungovern- 
4 ed, and the Heart inſolent and obdurate, till one 
0 is pierced, and the other made tender by Afflic- 
„tion. Proſperity leaves a Kind of Dulneſs and 
| Lethargy upon the Spirit; ſo that the ſtill Voice 
of Gop will not awaken a Man, but He muſt 
thunder and lighten about his Ears, before he will 
de brought to take Notice that Go ſpeaks to 
bim. All the Divine Threatnings and Reprehen- 
ſions beat upon ſuch an one, but as Stubble upon 
1 Braſs Wall; the Man and his Vice ſtand firm, 
unſhaken, and unconcerned ; he preſumes that 
the Courſe of his Affairs will proceed always as it 
does, ſmoothly, and without Interruption; that 
To-morrow will be as To day, and much more abun- 
_= It is natural for — — proſperous Con- 
dition neither to love nor ſu a Change. 
Vol. XLII. R Bur 
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Bor beſides, Proſperity does not only ſhut the 
Earth againſt Counſel, by Reaſon of the Dulneſs 
that it leaves upon the Senſes; but alſo upon the 
Account of that Arrogance, and untutored Haugh- 
tineſs that it brings upon the Mind ; which of all 
other Qualities chiefly ſtops the Entrance of Ad- 
vice, by making a = look upon himſelf as too 

reat and too wiſe, to admit of the Aſſiſtances of 
another's Wiſdom. The richeſt Man will ill 
think himſelf the wiſeſt Man: And where there 
is Fortune, there needs no Advice. 


2. A 41 Proſperity utterly unfits ſuch Perſons 
for the warp Trials of Adverſity: Which yet 
Go uſes as the moſt proper and 3 Means 
to correct and reduce a Soul grown vain and ex- 


travagant, by a long uninterrupted Felicity. But 


an unſanctified, unregenerate Perſon, paſſing into 
ſo great an Alteration of Eſtate, is like a Man in 
a Sweat entering into a River, or throwing him- 


ſelf into the Snow; he is preſently ſtruck to the 


Heart, he languiſhes, and meets with certain 
Death in the Change. His Heart is too effemi- 
nate and weak to conteſt with Want and Hard- 
ſhip, and the killing Miſery of having been happy 
heretofore. For in this Condition, he certainly 
miſbehaves himſelf one of theſe two Ways: 


1. HE either faints and deſponds, and parts 
with his Hope together with his Poſſeſhons : He 
has neither Conhdence in Providence, nor. Sub- 
ſtance in himſelf, to bear him out, and buoy up 


his ſinking Spirit, when Storms and Showers of 
an adverſe Fortune ſhall deſcend, and beat upon 
him, and ſhake in Pieces the pitiful Fabrick of his 
earthly Comforts. The Earth he treads upon is 
his ſole Joy and Inheritance; and that which ſup- 

parts his Feet, muſt ſupport his Heart alſo ; _ 
| Wile 
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e wiſe he cannot, like Job, reſt upon that Provi- 
s dence that places him upon a Dunghill. 


= 2. SUCH a Perſon, if he does not faint and ſink 
l in Adverſity, then on the contrary he will mur- 
- mur and tumultuate, and blaſpheme the God that 
0 afflicts him. A bold and a ſtubborn Spirit natu- 
f rally throws out its Malignity this Way. It wilt 
l make a Man die curſing and raving, and even 
e breathe his laſt in a Blaſphemy. No Man knows 
how high the Corruption of ſome Natures will 
work and foam, being provoked and exaſperated 
by Affliction. 


Oo oo © 


 HavinG thus ſhewn the Reaſons why Proſpe- 
rity becomes deſtructive to ſome Perſons; ſurely 
it is now but rational, in ſome brief Directions, 
to ſhew how it may become otherwiſe; and that 
is, in one Word, by altering the Quality of the 
Subject. Proſperity, I ſhewed, was deſtruQtive 
to Fools; and therefore the only Way for a Man 
not to find it deſtructive, is for him not to be a 
Fool; and this he may avoid by a pious Obſer- 
vance of theſe following Rules ; As | 
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. 1. LeT him ſeriouſly conſider upon what weak 

Hinges his Proſperity and Felicity hangs. Per- 

haps the croſs falling of a little Accident, the 
Omiffion of a Ceremony, or the Miſplacing of a 
Circumſtance, may determine all his Fortunes for 
ever: Or perhaps his whole Intereſt, his Poſleſ- 
hons, and his Hopes too, may live by the Breath 
of another, who may breathe his laſt To · morrow. 
And ſhall a Man forget Gon and Eternity for that 

which cannot ſecure him the Reverſion of a Day's: 

Happineſs? Can any Favourite bear himſelf highs 

and inſolent upon the Stock of the largeſt Fortune 
i | R2 imaginable, 
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imaginable, who has read the Story of Molſey br 
Sejanus? Not only the Death, but the Humour 
of his Prince or Patron may diveſt him of all his 


Glories, and ſend him ſtripped and naked to his 


long Reſt. How quickly is the Sun overcaſt, and 


how often does he ſet in a Cloud, and that Cloud 
break in a Storm ! He that well conſiders this, 
will account it a ſurer Livelihood to depend upon 


the Sweat of his own Brow, than the Favour of 
_ another Man's. And even while it is his Fortune 


to enjoy it, he will be tar from Confidence; Con- 
fidence, which is the Downfall of a Man's tlappi- 


neſs, and a Traitor to him in all his Concerns; 


for fill it is the confident Perſon who is deceived, 


2. LET a Man conſider, how little he is bet- 
tered by Proſperity as to thoſe Perfections which 
are chieſſy valuable. All the Wealth of both the 
Indies cannot add one Cubit to the Stature either 
of his Body or his Mind. It can neither better 
his Hezlth, advance his Intellectuals, or refine 
tis Morals, We ſee thoſe languiſh and die, who 
command the Phyſick and Phyſicians of a whole 
Kingdom. And ſome are Dunces in the Midſt 
of Libraries, dull and ſottiſn in the very Boſom 
of Athens ; and far from Wiſdom, tho' they lord it 


: | | t | 

Fox daes he, who was once both poor and 
ignorant, find his Notions or his Manners any 
hing . improved, becauſe perhaps his Friend or 


Father died and left him rich ? Did his Ignorance 
expire with the other's Life ? Or does he under- 
ſtand one Propoſition in Philoſophy, one Myſtery 
in his Profeſſion at all the more, for his keeping 3 
Bailiff er a Steward ? As great and as 0 
Landlord as he is, may he not for all this have 
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an empty Room yet to lett? And that ſuch an 
one as is like te continue empty upon his Hands 
(or rather Head) for ever? If ſo, ſurely then 
none has Cauſe to value himſelf upon that which 
— equally incident to the worſt and weakeſt of 

en. | Of 


+ AnD laſtly, Let a Man correct the Gaities 
and Wandrings of his Spirit, by the ſevere Duties 
of Mortification. Let him (as David ſays) mingle 
his Drink with Meeping, and daſh his Wine with 
ſuch Water, Let him effect that upon himſelf 
by Faſting and Abſtinence, which Gop would 
bring others to by Penury and Want. And by 


ſo doing, he ſhall diſenſlave and redeem his Soul 


from a Captivity to the Things he enjoys, and ſo 
make himſelf Lord, as well as Poſſeflor of what 
he has. For Repentance ſupplies the Diſciplines 
of Adverſity; and Abſtinence makes Affliction 
needleſs, by really compaſſing the Deſign of it 
upon the nobler Account of Choice : The Scarce- 
neſs of ſome Meals will ſanctify the Plenty of 
others. 


THE wiſeft Perſons in the World have often 
abridged themſelves in the Midſt of their greateſt 
Affluence, and given Bounds to their Appetites, 
while they felt none in their Fortunes. And that 
Prince who wore Sackcloth under his Purple, 
wore the Livery of Virtue, as well as the Badge 
of Sovereignty ; and was reſolved to be good, in 
Spite of all his Greatneſs. 


Many other Conſiderations may be added, 
and theſe farther improved. But to ſum up all in 
ſhort; ſince Folly is ſo bound up in the Heart of 
Man, and fince the Fool in his beſt, that is, in 

9 — his 
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his moſt proſperous Condition, ſtands tottering 
upon the very Brink of Deſtruction, ſurely the 
great Uſe of the whole foregoing Diſcourſe ſhould 

to remind us in all our Prayers, not ſo much 
to ſolicit God for any temporal Enjoyment, as 
for an Heart that may 1 us 3 it; and that God 
would be the Chuſer, as well as the Giver of our 
Portion in this World; who alone is able to ſuit 
and ſanctify our Condition to us, and us to our 
Condition. 


croachment upon the Divine Pr 
Man up not only as a Rebel, but 
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SERMON IX. 


Preach'd at Veſtminſter- Abbey, on the a gth 
of May, 1672. 
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Romans ii. 33. latter Part. 


Heu unſearchable are His Ways, and His 


Judgments paſt finding out. 


— HAT, which firſt brought a preſent Guilt, 
and entailed a future Curfe upon Mankind, 
was an inordinate Deſire of RE. 

And from the Fall of Adam to this very Day, thi 
fatal Itch has ſtuck fo cloſe to our Nature, that every 
one of his ſucceeding Race is infinitely eager, in- 


quiſitive, and deſirous to know and judge, where 


he is called only to adore, and to obey. 
which we ſee, that it was this reſtleſs Appetite of” . 
Knowing, which made the earlieſt and boldeſt En- 
tive; ſetting 
ſo as a Rival to 
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his Maker; and from behaving himſelf as his Crea- 
ture, encouraging him to become his Competitor. 
And could there be an higher and more direct De. 
fiance of the Almighty, under the peculiar Charac- 
ter of Lok and 88 of the Univerſe, than 
to a pitiful, ſhort · ſighted Creature, prying into the 
Reſerves of Heaven ; and one, who was Vos Duft 
in his Conſtitution, and of a Day's ſtanding at moſt, 
aſpiring to an Equality with his Creator in one of 
his Divineſt Perfections? All know, that even in 
human Governments there is hardly any one of 


them, but have its Arcana Imperit, its hidden Rules 
and Maxims, which the Subjects of it muſt by no 


Means be acquainted with, but yield to their Force, 
without examining their Contrivance. And if ſo, 
how much a more unpardonable Abſurdity, as well 
as Inſolence, muft it needs be for thoſe, who com- 
monly ſtand at ſo great a Diſtance, even from the 
little Myſteries of human Policies, to ſay like their 
grand Examplar and Counſellor Lucifer, I will f- 


cend and look into the Secrets of the moſt High, rip up 


and unravel all the Deſigns and Arts of Providence 
in the Government of the World ; as if (forſooth) 
they were of the Cabinet to the Almighty, were 
privy to all his Decrees, and, in a Word, held In- 
telligence with his Omniſcience. For no leſs than 
a'lthis, was or could be imply'd in our firſt Parents 
affecting to be as Gods; the main Thing, which 


by Advice of the Serpent, they were then ſo ſet 


upon, and ſo furiouſly defirous of. 


WHEREAS, on the Contrary, that great Repo- 


ſitory of all Truth and Wiſdom, the Scripture, is 


in Nothing more full and frequent, than in repreſent- 


ing the infinite Tranſcendency of Gop's Ways and 
Actings above all created Intellectuals. Such Know- 
ledge is too wonderful for me, ſays David, Pfal. 
cxxxviii. 6. And thy Fudgments are a great _ 
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Pal. xxxvi. 6. And Gop has put Darkneſs under 
his Feet, Plal, xviii.g. And His Mays are in the 
great Il aters, and his W are not known, Pſal. 
Ixxvii. 19. In all which Paſſages could any Thing 
be expreſſed with more Life and Emphaſis ? For 
He, who treads upon the Waters, leaves no Impreſ- 
fon; and he, who walks in the Dark, falls under no 
Inſpection. There is ſtill a Cloud, a thick Cloud, 
about God's greateſt and moſt important Works; 
and a Cloud (we know) is both high and dark, it 
ſurpaſſes our Reach, and determines our Sight z 
we may look upon it, but it is impoſſible for us to 
look through it. In a Word, if we conſult either 
the Reports of Scripture, or of our own Experi- 
ence, about the wonderful, amazing, Events of 
Providence, eſpecially in the ſetting up, or pulling 
down of Kings and Kingdoms, tranſplanting Chur- 
ches, deſtroying Nations, and the like; we ſhall 
find the Reſult of our cloſeſt Reaſonings, and moſt 
exact Enquiries, concluding in an humble Non-plus, 
and ſilent Submiſſion to the over-powering Truth of 
this Exclamation of our Apoſtle ? How un ſcarcba· 
ble are his Judgments, and his Way paſi finding 
out, | | : 


Tus glorious Subject of this Day's Commemo- 
ration, is an «minent Inſtance of the Methods of 
Providence ſurpaſſing all human Apprehenſion: 
And as it isa very great one itſelf, ſo was it brought 
forth by a numerous Train of other providential 
Paſſages altogether as great, whether we reſpect the 
Quality of the Actions themſelves, or the Stra 
neſs of the Effects. My Buſineſs therefore ſhall 
from ſo notable a Theme, to read Men a Lecture 
of Humility ; and that in a Caſe, in which they 
ſeldom do (and yet have all the Reaſon in the 
World to) ſhew it; to wit, in taking a due Eſti- 
mate of the Proceedings of Almighty Gop, 4 
1 cialix 
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cially in his winding and turning about the great 
Affairs of States and Nations; and therein to de- 
monſtrate, what weak, purblind Expoſitors we are 
of what is above us; how unfit to arraign and paſs 
Sentence upon that Providence, that over-rules us 
in all our Concerns; and in a Word, to turn In- 
terpreters, where we underſtand not the Original. Tt 
is nodoubt, an eaſy Matter to gaze upon the Surface 
and Outfide of Things. But few, who ſee the Hand 
of the Clock or Dial, can give a Reaſon of its Mo- 
tion; nor can the Caſe of the Watch (though ne- 
ver fo finely wrought) be any Rule to judge of the 
artificial Compoſure, and exact Order of the Work 
within. 


Now he, who would paſs a dew, firm, on 
thorough Judgment upon any Action, muſt be able 
to give an Account of theſe two bor. belonging 
to it, vi. 


1. FROM what Caufe, or Reaſon it pro- 
ceeds. i | 


2. To what Event or Iſſue it tends. 


Ix both which Reſpects I ſhall demonſtrate, that 
the ſublimeſt Wiſdom of Man is an — 
Judge of the Ways of Gop. And | 


1. For the Reaſon or Cauſe of them. Men 
are ſo far from judging rightly of the Paſſages of 
3 that the Cauſes they aſſign of them 4 


. for the moſt Part falſe ; but always imperſect. 


Ay firſt, for the falſe ones; theſe (or ſome of 
mem at leaſt) are luch : as follow. 


I. THAT 


t "8 


1. THarT the Proſperous in this Life are the 
proper Objects of Gop's Love; and the Calami- 
tous of his Hatred: A bleſſed Doctrine doubtleſs, 
and exactly according to that of Mabomet, even 
the very Marrow and Spirit of the Alcoran, and 
the prime Article, or rather Sum Total of the Ot- 
toman Divinity. But ſuch, we ſee, is the natural 
Aptneſs of Men to bring down Gop to their own 
Meaſures, and to aſcribe only thoſe Methods to 
Him, which they firſt tranſcribe and copy from 
themſelves. For they know well enough, how 
they treat one another, and that all the Hoſtility 
of a Man's Actions pre-ſuppoſes and reſults from a 
much greater in his Aﬀections ; ſo that the Hand is 
never lifted up to ſtrike, but as it is commanded 
by. the Heart, that hates. And accordingly, let 


any notable Calamity befall any one, (and eſpeci- 
ally if maligned by us) and then how naturally do 


there ſtart up, in the Minds of ſuch Mahemetan Chriſ- 
tians, ſuch Reaſonings, as theſe: Can fo beneficent a 
Being as GoD, be imagined to torment in Love? To 
kill with Kindneſs ? Or, does the Noiſe of his Blows, 
and the Sounding of: his Bowels ſpeak the ſame Thing? 
No, by no Means; and therefore when any one 
chances to be cut off by the Stroke of ſome ſevere Pro- 
vidence, no ſooner has Gop done Execution, but 
the Malice of Men preſently paſſes Sentence, and, 
by a prepoſterous Proceeding, the Man is firſt exe- 
cuted, and afterwards condemned, and ſo dies not 
for being a Criminal, but paſſes for a Criminal for 


OS 


Many remarkable Inſtances of which have been 
in the late Times of Confuſion; in direct Contra- 


diction to the Spirit of Gop Himſelf, who poſi- 


tively, in Eecleſ. ix. 1. aſſures us, That no Man 
knows - either Love or Hatred, by all that is be- 


fore him; nor conſequently can conclude himſelf in 


Favour, 
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Favour, or out of Favour with Almighty God, 


by any Thing befalling him in this Lite ; indeed, 
no more than he can read the future Eitate of his 
Soul in the Line of his Face, or the Conftitution 
of his Body in the Colour of his Cloaths. For 
ſhould the —_— of a Man's Condition here de- 
termine the Happineſs or Miſery of -it hereafter, no 
doubt Lazarus would have been in the Flames, and 
the rich Man in Avrahbam's Boſom. But the next 
Life will open us a very different Scene from what 
we ſee in this; and ſhew us quite another Face of 
Things and Perſons from that which dazzles and 
deludes Mens Eyes at preſent ; it being the ſignal 
and peculiar Glory of the Day of Judgment, that 
it be the great Day of Diſtinction, as well as Re- 
tribution. But in the mean Time, does not com- 
mon Experience undeniably convince us, that Gop 
ſometime curſes Men, even with Proſperity, con- 
founds them in the very Anſwer of their Prayers; 
and (as it were) choaks them with their own Pe- 
titions? Does He not, as He did formerly to the 
Tjraelites, at the fame Time put Fleſh into their 
craving Mouths, and ſend Leanneſs withal into their 
Souls? And is there any Thing more uſually prac- 
tiſed in the World, than for Men to feaſt their 
mortal Enemies? Perſons, whom they equally 


hate, and are hated by ? While on the other Side, 


as a Father chides, frowns upon and laſhes the 
Child whom he dearly loves, (his Bowes all the 
Time yearning, while his Hand is ſtriking) ſo how 
common is it in the Methods of Divine Love, ſor 
Go to caſt his «bs upon Dunghlils to baniſh in- 
to Wildernefles, and ſo fell his moſt beloved 7+- 


fephs into Slavery; and, in a Word, to diſcipline 


and fit him for Himſelf, by all that is har ſh and ter- 
rible to human Nature? and ftiil there is — 
but Love and Deſigns of Mercy at the Bottom 
all this. Thy Red and thy Staff (fays David) 755 
„ 10 wot 
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fort me, Pfal. xxxiii. 4. that is, with his Staff He 
corrects, but {till with both He comforts. 


Now though I think it is ſufficiently manifeſt to 
the Impartial and Judicious, that neither the Suffer- 
ing of our Prince, or his loyal Subjects, were any 


Arguments of Gop's Hatred of them; yet, I hope, 


his Reſtoration was an Effet of Gop's to thoſe 
poor harraſſed Kingdoms; I ſay, I hope fo: For 
our great Ingratitude, Senſuality, and raging Im- 
piety ever ſince our Deliverance, makes me far 
from being confident, that was in itſelf incompa- 
rably the greateſt of earthly Bleſſings, may not be 
made the fatal Means to fink us lower, and damn 
us deeper, than any Sins committed by us under the 
Rod of the Uſurpers could have done. This is 
certain, that Gop may outwardly deliver us: He 
may turn our very Table into a Snare. And I know 
no certain Mark, whereby we may infallibly con- 
clude, that Gon did the glorious Work, which 
we celebrate this Day, out of Love to us, but 
only, that we become holier and better by it than 
defore. But if it ſhould prove otherwiſe, will it not 
rank us with the Harden'd and Incorrigible, whoſe 
Infidelity ſuch Miracles could not melt down ? 
And having upon both Accounts done ſo much for 


us to fo little Purpoſe, reſolve never to do more. 
And thus much far the firſt falſe Cauſe, commonly. 


aligned of the Dealings of Gop's Providence, 


namely, Gop's Love or Hatred of the Perſons, 


upon whom they paſs. But, 


2. ANOTHER falſe Cauſe, from which Men de- 
rive the different Proceedings of Providence, is the 


different Proceedings of Providence, in the diffe- 


rent Merit of the Perſons ſo differently treated by 


it: And from hence ſtill ſuppoſing, that the Good 


only muſt proſper, and the Bad ſuffer ; they accord- 
33 OL, - 8 | | ingly 
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ingly from Mens Proſperity conclude their Inno- 
cence, as from their Sufferings their Guilt. And 
from this Topick it was, that 'Zeb's Friends argued; 
and that with ſuch Aſſurance, that one would have 
thought, they took all they faid for Demonſtration; 
but how falſly and raſhly they did fo, appears from 
the Verdict paſſed by Gop Himſelf upon the whole 
Matter, both rejecting their Perſons, and condem- 
ning their Reaſonings, by a ſevere Remark upon 
the Preſumption of the one, and the Inconſequence 
of the other. For where the Rule is crooked, 
how can the Line drawn by it be ſtrait ? It is moſt 
true, that there is no Man, (our blefſed Saviour 
only excepted) who either does, or ever did ſuffer, 
but was niore or leſs a Sinner, before he was a Suf- 
ferer: And conſequently, that there is Ground 
enough in every Man, to make Gop's Infliction 
of the greateſt Evil upon him juſt; and yet I af- 
firm that a Man's Sin is not always the Reaſon of 
his Sufferings, though Sinfulneſs be ſtill the Quali- 
fication of his Perſon : But the Reaſon of thoſe. 
muſt be fetched from ſome other Cauſe. For the 
better underſtanding of which, we muſt obſerve, 
that Gop may, and ſometimes actually does, deal 
with Men under a double Capacity or Relation. 
viz. I. As an abſolute Lord; and, 2. As a Judge 
or a Governor. The Rule, which He proceeds b 
as an abſolute Lord, is his ſovereign Will and Plea- 
ſure; and the Rule which He acts by as Judge, is 
his Juſtice and his Law. Now, though under the 
former Notion Gop does not properly exerciſe or 
exert his Juſtice, yet he cannot therefore be ſaid 
| todo any Thing unjuſtly ; it being one Thing for 
I Gop barely not to exerciſe an Attribute in ſuch 
or ſuch a particular Action, and another to 
oppoſe, or do any Thing contrary to the ſaid At- 
tribute. The former of which is uſual, and fairly 
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agreeable with the Economy of his Attributes, 
but the latter is impoſſible. | 


YET in the various Diſpenſations befalling the 
Sons of Men, we find, how prone the World has 
deen all along, to ſtate the different Uſages of Mens 
Perſons upon the Difference of their Deſerts. As 
when Pilate mingled the Galilzans Blood with their 
Sacrifices, there were enough ready to conclude 
thoſe poor Galileans Sinners above all other Galile- 


ans, for their ſuffering ſuch Things ; but our Savi- 


our quickly reverſes the Sentence, and aſſures them, 
that the Conſequence was by no Means good, Luke 
xiii. 1, 2. And on the other Hand, the Os 
from the many miraculous Works done for them, 
and Bleflings heaped upon them by the Divine Boun- 
77 concluded themſelves holier and more righteous 
than all the Nations about them; but we find both 
Meſes in Deut. ix. and the Pſalmiſt in P/al. Ixxviii. 
roundly telling them, that there was no ſuch Thing, 
but that they were a rebellious, wngrateful, fe 
_ necked People from the very firſt : And for ought ap- 
pears from Hiſtory to the contrary, have continued 
ſo ever fince. And to proceed farther, did not the 
righteous Providence of Gop bring down moſt of 
the Potentates of the Eaſtern World under the Feet 
of that Monſter of Tyranny and Idolatry, Nebu- 
chadnezza2r ; and that while he was actually reign- 
ing in his Sins, with as high an'Hand, as he did 
or could do over any of thoſe poor Kingdoms, who 
had been conquered or enſlaved by him? In like 
Manner, did not the ſame Providence make moſt 
of the Crowns and Scepters of the Earth bend to 
the Roman Yoke ? The Greatneſs of which Em- 
=_ was certainly founded upon as much Injuſtice, 
| Rapine, and Violence, as could well be practiſed 
by Men; though ſtill couched and carried on un- 


der the higheſt Pretence of Juſtice and Honour, 
Ing. 82 (ſet 
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(ſet off with the greateſt Shew of Gravity beſides) 
even while the ſaid Pretences in the Sight of the 
whole World were impudently outfaced by the quite 
cohtrary Practices; as appears in particular from 
that ſcandalous Caſe of the Mamertines, and the 


Aſſiſtance they gave thoſe Thieves and Murderers, 


inſt all the Laws of Nations and Humanity it- 
f, only to ſerve a preſent Intereſt againſt the Car- 
thaginians. And laſtly, what a Torrent of Succeſs 
attended the Turks, till they had over-run moſt of 
the Earth, and the whole Gree# Church and Em- 
pire ? And yet the notorious governing Qualities, 
which theſe — acted, and grew up by, both 
in War and Peace, were the Height of Cruelty 
and Treachery; Qualities of all other the moſt ab- 


horred by Gop and Man, and ſuch as we may be 


ure could never induce Gop to abandon fo great 


a Part of Chriſtendom (which yet in his Judgment 
He has actually done) to ſo baſe a People, and fo 
falſe a Religion. And now, notwithflanding ſuch 
flagrant Examples of thriving Impiety, carrying all 
before it, we ſee how apt the World is ftill to 
make Providence fteer by Man's Merit. And as 
we have Inſtances of this in Nations, ſo we want 
not the like in particular Perſons. & 


Bur ſhould Providence at any Time ſtrip a Man 
of his Eftate, his Honour, or high Place, muſt this 
preſently ſtamp him a Caſtaway; or rather teach us, 
that Gop who perfectly knew the Temper and Cir- 
cumſtances of the Man, knew alſo, that a mean 


and a low Condition would place him nearer to 


Heaven (as much a Paradox as it may ſeem) than 


the higheſt and moſt magnificent. Another Man 


perhaps is ſnatch'd away by a ſudden, or untimely, 
a diſaſterous, or ignominious Death; but muſt I 
therefore paſs Sentence upon him out of Daniel, or 
the Ryvelations, or charge him with r 
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Guilt, as the Cauſe of it; as if the Fever or an 
Apoplexy were not ſufficient, without the concur- 
ring Plague and Poiſon of a malicious Tongue, to 
ſend a Man packing out of this World; or, as if 
any Death could be ſo violent, or Diſtemper ſo 
mortal and malign, but that it may, and does carry 
ſome into a better World, as well as others into a 
worſe? But be the Courſe of Providence never ſo 
unaccountable, and contrary to my Notions, ought 
I to deſcant upon any Act of it, while I am wholly 
ignorant of the Purpoſe which directed it? Or ſhall 
I confeſs the Ways of God to be unſearchable, and 
paſt finding out, and at the ſame Time attempt to 
give a Reaſon of them, and ſo to the Arrogance 
join the Contradictions? Such Methods certain! 

are equally ſenſcleſs and irreligious 


HrisToR1EsS inform us of many worthy" and 
brave Perſons brought to unworthy Ends; any one 
of which were enough to rebuke the Proneneſs of 
the World to judge of the Cauſes of Gop's Dealing 
with Men from any Qualifications in the Perſons 
fo dealt with. 1 


AND thus as we have given Proof more than 
enough of Mens utter Unfitneſs to ſound the Depths 
of Gop's providential Dealings with them upon 
this Account, that they uſually aſcribe them to falſe 


Cauſes : So in the 


Third PLace, The ſame will appear yet farther 


from this; that they always reſolve them into _ | 
. 


ſect Cauſes, Who would affign an adequate 


| ſon of any Thing, which Gop does, muſt ſee as 


far into it, as Gon ſees, And there is ſcarce any 
extraordinary Paſſage of Providence, which does 
not point at leaſt a thouſand Years forward, and 


ſtretch itſelf more than a thouſand Miles about ; ſa 


S 3 | that 
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that a Man muſt be able to take into his Mind ll 
that long Train and wide Compaſs of Purpoſes, to 
which it may ſubſerve, and all thoſe Influence; 
which it may. caſt upon Things vaſtly remote in 
Place, and diſtant many Ages in Time; which it 
is impoſſible for any created IntelleR to have a clear 
Proſpect into, or Comprehenſion of. There is no 
Action of Gop, but there is a Combination of im- 
pulſive Cauſes concerned in it; one or two 0 
which poſſibly the Wit of Man may ſometime 
light upon, but the Shortneſs or Weakneſs of his 
diſcerning Powers keeps him inevitably a Stranger 
to far the greater Part of them. Gop, by one and 
the ſame numerical Lot of Providence, may-intend 
to puniſh one Nation, and to advance another ; to 
plant the Goſpel in a third, and to let in Trade 
into a fourth ; likewiſe to make Way for the Hap- 
pineſs of one Man's Poſterity, and for the Extinc- 
tion and Razing out of another's; to reward the 
Virtues of a ſober and induſtrious People, and to 
revenge the Crimes of a flothful and a vicious, : 

rjured and. rebellious, with innumerable other 
Debens, which Gop may actually propoſe to 
Himſelf in every ſingle Paſſage of his TranſaQtions 
with Men ; which we are no more fit or able 


to ſearch into, or arbitrate upon, than we are to 
govern the World. | 


AnD thus much for the firſt general Argument, 
proving the Inſufficiency of any human Wiſdom to 
interpret the Actions of Providence, taken from 
its Inability, truly and throughly to pierce into the 
Reaſons of them; which, as it muſt always make 
one conſiderable Ingredient in paſſing a right Judg- 


— 1 


- ©. No Nation certainly, st this Time, farther in Debt to 
| Vos Juſtice, than the Eng, | 
ment 


ment upon any Action, ſo I ſhew, that there was 
another alſo required, namely, a certain Proſpeci 
into the utmeſ{ Iſſue er Event of the ſame. Upon 
which. Account alſo Man's Unfitneſs to judge of 
the Proceedings of Providence ſhall be now made 
out to us, by conſidering the ſe falſe Rules and 
Grounds, by which Men genecally fore-judge of 


im- the Iſſue and Event of Actions: As, 


lefs, And perhaps the Ratiocination, according 


| 205th Mx uſually prognoſticate the Event of an 


Thing or Action, according te the Meaſure of t 


| Prudence, Wiſdom aud Policy of ſecond Agents, im- 


mediately engaged in it. And it muſt be confeſſed, 


that it is the beſt and likelieſt Rule that they have 


to judge by, were it not controlled by two better 
and likelier, and from which there can lie no Ap- 
peal, viz. Scripture and Experience. The former 
of which brings in Gop laughing at the Wiſdom of 
the Wiſe; taking and circumventing the Crafty in 
their own Wiles. Job v. 12, 13. baffling the ſub- 
tle and ſhrewd Advices of Balaam and Abitophel, 


and ſo ftifling both Counſel and Counſellor in a 


Nooſe of his own making. And for the latter, Hi- 
ſtory ſo abounds with Inſtances of the moſt refined 
Counſels, and artificially ſpun Contrivances, daſh- 


| ed in Pieces by ſome ſudden and unforeſeen Acci- 


dents, that to aſcertain the Event of the moſt pro- 
miſing Undertaking, if we truſt but our own Eyes, 
we ſhall have little Cauſe to truſt to another's Wiſ- 


Project or Deſign, from Succeſs formerly gained un 
der the ſame, or leſs probable e And 


the Argument ſcems to proceed @ majore ad minus, 


that if a Man could conquer and break through a 


greater Difficulty, much more may he preſume 
that he ſhall be able to maſter and go through a 


* 
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to the bare natural Conſequences of Things, 
true and good. Nevertheleſs it is manifeſt, tha 
Men frequently miſcarry in the Application of it; 
and ſeveral Reaſons may be given for their doing 
fo: As, 1. It is hard, and perhaps ſcarce poflible 
(whatſoever leſs obſerving Minds may imagine to 
the contrary) to repeat and exemplify any Action, 
under rfectly the ſame Circumſtances. 2. That 
in moſt Actions there are ſtill ſome Circumſtances 
not obſerved or taken Notice of, which have 
a ſurer and more immediate Influence upon the 
Event of thoſe Actions, than thoſe Circumſtances, 


which, coming more into View, are more de- 


. 


o 


- 


? 


0 


within itſelf, ſhould be much more likely ( 


nded upon. But, 3. And chiefly becauſe the 
acceſs of every Action depends more upon the 
ſecret Hand of Gon, than upon any Cauſes or 
Inſtruments viſibly engaged in it. Take an In- 
ſtance or two of this. c Ire 
and natural enough to conclude, 
having ſo worſted the Roman Ar- 
were in their freſh Strength and 


Ir was 
that Hanniba 
mies, while they 


full Number, ſhould have been much abler to cruſh 


the ſame Enemy under all thoſe Diſadvantages 
which ſuch great and frequent Defeats muſt needs 
have brought upon them. And yet we find Fabiu: 


and Marcellus, after ſome Time, wonderfully 


turning the Stream of his Conqueſts, and Scipic, 


at length, totally ſubduing him. In like Manner, 


if a Nation under an uſurped Government, diſ- 
united in itſelf, and in continual Danger of Com- 


"motions at Home, as well as of Enemies from A- 


broad, was yet an Over-match to its Neighbour 
Nation in a War againſt it; it ſeems rational and 


© probable enough to infer from thence, that the 
' ame Nation, ſettled under an wp nemo o eh. 


Government, and free from any Diſturi wm 
e. 
cially under the ſame Conduct) to cope 8 
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(much the greater Deep of the two-) So that it is 


for it, and the Power emp 
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ſubdue the ſame Enemy. And yet we find, that 
the Premiſſes taken up from our Naval Succeſſes 
in the Years 1652 and 1653, produced but a poor 


Concluſion in our Conteſt with the ſame Adverdſ; 
in the Vears 1666 and 1667; when we were 


ſhamefully inſulted upon our Coaſts, and our no- 


bleſt Ships fired in our Harbours. And the Cauſe 
of this ſeems not ſo much derivable from any 
Failure either of the Enghſh Courage or Condu 

at Sea, as from the ſecret Judgments of Gop, 


clear, this Rule alſo of gathering the future Succeſs 
of Actions, is weak and fallacious: And that in 
ſome Sorts of Events, after Things have been con- 
trived and put together with the utmoſt ExaQtneſs, 
a Link or two of the Chain happening to break, 
the Coherence of the whole is hereby diſſolved; 
and then, how fairly ſoever the Antecedent ma 

have promiſed us, we ſhall yet in the Cloſe of all 
find ourſelves lurched of the Conſequent. | 


3. Men generally meaſure the Iſſue and Succeſs 
of any Enterprize, according to the Preparations made 
loyed in it; it being 2 
Rule of* Judging, which the World cannot be 
beaten off from; that Ten Thouſand muff need; chaſe 
a Tbouſand, and a Thouſand put an Hundred to 
Flight. Victory, on much the ſtronger Side, ſeems 
ſtill to be foreſeen and foretold as certainly, as a 
neceſſary Effet in the Bowels of its Cauſe. And yet 
we ſhall find, that it is not always the bigger 
Meigbt, but ſometimes the artificial Hand holding 
and managing the Ballance, which turns the Scale. 
And in like Manner, when we have raiſed Armies, 
and mann'd our Fleets, are we not ſtill in the 
Hand of Providence? In that Hand, which ſome- 
times (ets the Crown of Victory upon the Weak 


ö 


4 


214 A SERMON on 


breaks the Force of the Confident and Numeroy? 
Could any take up ſurer and better grounded Pre. 
ſages of Victory, from a Survey of his own ſtu- 
pendous Power, than Arxes might, when he 
came to Fetter the Helleſpont, and to ſwallow up 
the (comparatively) deſpicable Strength of the 4- 
thenians ? Or could any Thing look more invinci- 
dle, than the Spaniſh Armada ent againſt the Eng. 
u Navy? But for all this, we find that there i 

no commanding the Sea, without being able to 
command the Winds too; and he who cannot do 
this, let him not pretend to the other. 


War a poor Thing is Preparation to be truft- 
ed to, in Oppoſition to Accident? And what 2 
. pitiful Defence is Multitude on the one Side, where 
 Omnipotence takes the other? If we read and de- 
lieve Scripture, we ſhall find Gideon with his three 
hundred Men, armed with Lamps and Pitchers 
routing and deſtroying the vaſt and innumerable 
Hoſt of the Midianites: And can any rational Man 
| be confident of the greateſt Forces which human 
Power can raiſe, if he believes that the ſame Gov 
who did that, is ſtill in Being, and till as able to 
do the fame Things as ever? Nay, ſhould we take 
an exact Survey of all Paſſages in Hiſtory to this 
Purpoſe ; ſuch a Pleaſure does Providence ſeem to 
take in defeating the Counſels of confident and pre- 


ſuming Men, that perhaps in the greateſt Batt 


| which were ever fought, we ſhall find as many 
. Victories obtained by a leſs Number over a greater, 
as by a greater over a leſs: And what then mult 
| become of the commonly received Rules ? 


Bur, to nearer Home, and to the Dj 
too, if human Force and Preparation could have 
determined the Event of Things, and Providence 
had proceeded by the ſame Meaſures which Men 
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judge, the Buſineſs of this Day, I am ſure, had 
been deſperate. For were not the Ufurpers, juſt 
before the King's Reſtoration, as ſtrong as ever ? 
Did they not fit lording it in the Head of victorious 
Fleets and Armies, with their Feet upon the Neck 
of three conquered Kingdoms; and ftriking ſuch 
Awe and Terror into all about them, that the 
boldeſt of their Adverſaries durſt not ſo much as ſtir 
or open their Mouths either againſt their Perſons 
or Proceedings ? And now, in this State of Things, 
who would have imagined, that any one could 
have entered into the Hrong Man's Houſe, and have' 
a bund him, but one who had been much ſtronger? Or 
that any Thing could have recovered the loſt 
Sceptre, but a triumphant Sword? Or that the 
de. Crown being once fought off from the Royal 
Owner's Head, could have ever returned to it, but 
by being fought on again? Theſe, and no other 
Methods of reſtoring the King, did either his 

ble | , | + * 
Friends or his Enemies think of; but ſo infinitely 
unlikely and unfeaſible were they, that his Enemies 
feared them as little, as his Friends had Grounds 
to to hope for them. a | 


* WHEN, behold! on a Sudden, and in the 
Height of all their Pride, Policy, and Power, Pro- 
re. WW vidence gives them a Turn, and they fee the whole 
les BY Web, which with ſo much Pains, Coſt and Cun- 
5 ning, they had been ſo long a weaving, unravelled 
der, before their Eyes in a Moment, and themſelves 
ft Clear off the Stage, without weak, ben: mag any one . 
of thoſe Innovations either in Church or Stare, 
which they had been plundering and fighting for 
r twenty Years together ; but inftead thereof, the 
at il ancient Government was reſtored, and happily: ſet 
ne upon its former Bottom; and all this (to phraſe it 
fen in the Words of the late Hiſtorian, Dr. Peter Hey- 
105 ) fo cafily, aud with ſo little Noiſe, that the 


Wreſting 
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Wreſting of that uſurped Power out of their Hand; 
coſt not ſo much as a broken Head or a bloody 
Noſe ; for the Getting of which they had waſte 
ſo many Millions of Treaſure, and more than en- 


bundred 2 Lives, not to mention the L 


Souls; by ſuch unlikely and unforeſeeable Ways 
does Providence ſometimes bring about its preat 
Defigns in Oppoſition to the ſhrewdeſt ConjeQures 
and Contriyances of Men. 113 


AND thus much for the other general Argument, 
proving the Inability of any human Wiſdom, to 
comprehend the Defigns of Providence, taken from 
thoſe falſe Rates and Grounds, by which Men ge- 
nerally fore-judge of the Iſſue or Event of Actions. 


Au now, for the Uſe and Improvement of what 
has been diſcourſed, we may, from the foregoing 
Particulars, infer theſe three Things: 


1. Tux extreme Folly and Vanity of making 
the future Event, or preſumed Succeſs of any En- 
terprize, the Rule of our preſent Actings about the 
fame. A Rule ſhould be a Thing both certain in 
itſelf, and certainly known to be fo. But there is 
no future Contingent which we promiſe ourſelves, 
though under the greateſt Probability of Event 
imaginable, but is ſtill a Thing in itſelf uncertain; 
and conſequently, being capable of failing us in the 
Iflue, can be no certain Rule to guide us for the 
preſent. And moreover, as a Rule in any human 
Action whatſoever ought to be (as we have her 
ſhewn) both certain, and certainly known to, be 
| ſuch, upon the Stock of bare Prudence and Rei 

ſon ; ſo ought it likewiſe to be lawful, or morally 
good upon the Accounts of Conſcience and Reli 
gion; and therefore Nothing contrary to the ſame 


ought to be admitted as a Rule for Men to act by, 
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or Weakneſs, compared with the Sufficiency 


both pious and. . . — 
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whether in a private or à publick Capacity. In a 
Word, Conſcience duly ſteering by Principles of 


Religion, is the ſole aſſured Director of all human 


Actions or Deſigns. So that when any political 


Conſideration would draw Men off from a preſent 
confeſſed Duty, upon Suppoſal of ſome future Ad- 


vantage (to enſue thereby for the Service of ſome 
great Intereſt civil or religious) till that Advantage 
is but ſuppoſed, and ſo not always ſure to follow 
the illegal Actions; but the Guilt of it always 


2. Ws gather alſo from the foregoing Diſcourſe, 
the abſolute Neceſſity of an entire, total, unreſerved 
Dependence upon Providence, in the moſt hopeful and 
promiſing Condition of our Aﬀaias. The natural 
Cauſe or Ground of all Dependence, is Mens 
Conſciouſneſs to themſelves of their own Ignorance 
of 
others, whereby they expeR their Relief from 
others, which they find they cannot have from 
themſelves. E + 


Tunis I conceive is the true Account of this 
Matter. And we have already ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrated Man's utter Inability, either to underſtand 
the Reaſons, or to controll the /ſues of Providence; 
ſo that in all the Paſſages of it, an implicit Faith 
in God's Wiſdom is Man's greateſt XKngwledge, 


and a De upon his Power his ſureſt 


Strength. For when all the Faculties of Man's 


Body and Mind have done their utmoſt, ſtill the 
Succeſs of all is at the Mercy of Providence; the 
Ways of which are intricate and various; the 
| Grounds upon which it proceeds, unintelligible ; 
and the Ends it drives at, »n/earchable. But, in a 


Word, to make our Reliance upon Providence 
ſhould in every. great 
os Enterprize 


= 
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Enterprize we take in Hand, prepare all Things 
with that Care, Diligence, and Activy, "as if 


218 


chere were no ſuch Thing as Providence for us to 


depend upon: And again, When we dave done all 
this, we ſhould depend upon it, as if we had made 
no ſuch Preparations at all. And this is a Rule of 
Practice, -which will never fail or ſhame any, who 
ſhall venture all they haue or are upon it: For a8 a 
Man, by exerting his utmoſt Force in any Action 
or Buſineſs, has all that human Strength can do 
for him therein; ſo by quitting his Confidence in 
the ſame, and placing it only in Gop, he is ſure 
alſo of all that Omnipotence can do in his Behalf. 
It is enough, that Gon has put a Man's Actions 
into his on Power; but the Succeſs of them, I 
am ſure, He has not. And therefore all Truſt in 
Man, about Things not within the Power of Man, 
(according to the Account of Heaven) is virtually 
a Diſtruſt of Gop: For let but our Truſt in Him 


be meaſured out by our whole Heart, Soul, and 


to put bimſelf under his Protection? 


* 


Strength, (the only Meaſure of it which the Scr ip- 
ture knows) and we ſhall find but a poor Over- 
plus to beſtow upon any Thing beſides. But, 


3. AN D e, as, we have from the premiſed 
Particulars evinced the Nreeſſity of a Dependence 
upon Providence, ſo from the ſame we may learn 
the Impoſſibility of a rational Dependence: upon it, 

a, but in the Way of/lawful, ho- 
Caurſes. This is certain, that 
in all our Undertakings Gon will be either our 


Friend or our Enemy: For Providence never ſtands 


neuter 3 and if ſo, is it not a fad Thing for a Man 
d. yet this 


is directly the Caſe of every preſuming dinner, and 
theſe the Terms upon which he ſtands with Al. 
mighty Gop. . 
8 S611. * Al uce 


Nom. li. 32. 219 


blende reſt himſelf upon Gop's Power, whoſe 
Conſcience: ſhall in the mean Time proclaim him 
a Traytor to his Laws? Or: can any — Na- 
tion or Government whatſoever, in the doubtful 
a of War, caſt itſelf upon Gop's Ar- 
o while by. its crying Sins of Profanencſs, A- 
theiſm and Irreligton, it knows itſelf ſo deeply in 
Arrears-to his Fwu/trce? No Man perſiſting in a 
known wicked Courſe can rationally hope, th 
. Gop thould ſucceed or proſper him in any oy Thing 
that he goes about; and if Succeſs ſhould chance 
to accompany him in it, it is a Thouſand to One 
but it is intended only as à Curſe, as the very 
_ greateſt of Curſes, and the readieſt Way, by har- 
dening him in-his Sing to aſcertain his Deſtruction. 
He who will venture his Life in a Dae, ſhould not 
abuſe to dove his moral Enemy. fo his Second | 


| — e Man, mukevatl —— 
and ſerene above him. And that Perſon cannot but 
have a certain Boldnefs, and a Kind of Claim to 
5 — whole Heart is eonti- 
telling him, thee be does an be hend ds ; and 

been all his Di- 


* r OP" WP oy WW” as 7 wp, Us” 


2 * 


backwards, upon what is paſd. or what iv-46 come, 
— — that his great ed Fudge 
has no other Sentence to paſs upon him, but 

» Crown of Glory upon his Head, and receive him 
with a N dons! Bnven thes 3x00 the 2 Joy of ty 
— _— — being thus 


1 1 ls os ll 28 de all is Canceras and Incoreſty 
here below, yet having thus broke through them 


all to diſcka — Sende o s - 
— an in Ha, and bear ” 7] 
— 2 F 


— 
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his Spirits, though the whole World were in Arms 
againſt him, or in a Flame about him; ſo that he 
hall be able, from his own Experience, to ſeal the 
Truth of that ſeeming Paradox of the Apoſtle, in 
| Ram. viii. 36, 37. that Perſons, thus aſſiſted from 
above, even in Tribulations, Diftreſs, Perſeoution, 
Famine, Nakedneſs, (the known Badges of Primi- 
tive Chriftianity) nay, in their being killed all the 
Day long, and accounted as Sheep for the Slaughter, 
ſhall yet, under thoſe very Maſſacres, become more 
than Conguerors, through that Gop who makes 
thoſe who fight under his Banners, triumph more 
gloriouſly in lo/ing their Blood for Him, than their 
mightieſt Enemies do or can in their edding of it. 
For if a Man falls a Sacrifice to Gop, his Conſcience, 
or his Country, it is not material by what Hand 
he falls: Gop accepts the Martyr, whoſoever is 
the Execution:y, And ſo long as there is another 
Worid to reward and puniſh, no Man's Doom can 
de certainly from any Thing that be- 

falls him in this. LA Ceo 21430 


Ax now at length, to come to a Cloſe, we 
have ſhewn the Darkneſs and Intricacy of the Ways 
of Providence; and we have ſhewn alſo, what in- 
competent Judges, and yet what confident Interfireters 
Men are generally of them: From all which what 
can ſo naturally be inferred, as the ſeveral Repri- 
mands of the Blindneſs and Boldneſs (Qualities 
ſeldom found aſunder) of the ſaucy Deſcants of 
the World concerning theſe Matters! For what do 
they elſe, but, in - arraign even Providence 
itſelf ? Summon Omniſcience before the Bar. of Ig- 
norance?' And, in a Word, put a pitiful Mortal 
to fit ia Judgment upon his Maker? The Text, I 
am ure, poſitively declares, that the Works of 
Gop are pa finding out; and if ſo, is it not the 


ſign 


Height of Abſurdity, as well as Arrogance, to af- 
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: either from Divinity or Philoſophy, any 
= Reaſon of the Works themſelves, but the 
fole Will of the Agent? Or to pretend to give 


an Account of that, which we ourſelves own to be- 
unaccountable? Common Senſe certainly muſt 


needs ſee and explode the Groflneſs of the Contra- 
diftion, and cenvince us, that in Things ſo tran» 
ſcendently above our higheſt Speculations, the 
rational and fafe Rule us to proceed by, 
be to make them rather Matter of Admiration — 
of Argument, ſtill remembering, that next to a 


direct Violation of God's r Will, 1 
Intruſion into his ſecret. 
Now to the in , Gantt ; Gor of ol Things 
adorable in his us in his 
Works, but efſentia Fg 1275 in both, be 
rendered and be (1% as is moſt due) all Praiſes 
Might, Majefly, and Dominion, bath now an 
for evermore. Amen. 


The End of Dr. South's Wonxs. 
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ang (es er be 04 


'T O ALL. — 
Maſters, Mariners, and Seamen. 


1 ono IND # florw'd of Pays +. 
b or the Dead were mare He returned this. 
Anſwer, You muſt firſt tell me in Which 
Number I muſt place Samen Intimating 
152 27 that Seumen are, as it were, a third 
dert of Nerſons, to be numbered neither with. 
the Living nor ibe Dead, their: Lives 
continually in $#uſhence. 
accounted” the moſt ate. | ; 
they: little better than loft: Aden that: uſed: 166 
bas. And alths* Cuſtom, and ibe great In. 
Povement of the Art of Navigation, have made 


And it wan Andi 
and. 
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it leſs formidable now, yet are you no furtber 


Death than you are from the Water, 
which is but a Remove of two or three Inche, 
Now you that border ſo nigh upon the Confing 
| mare nt every Moment, may ul 
uppoſed to be Men of fingular Piety and &. 
— But alas! for the Generality, Whit 
Sort of Men are more ungodly, and ſtupidly in- 

ſenſible of eternal Concernments ? Living for the 
moſt Part as if they had made a Covenant with 
Death, and with Hell were at Agveement. 


It was an ancient — He that knovs 
not how to pray, let him go to Sea. Bu 
we may ſay now (alas, that we may ſay.ſo in 
Times of greater Light) He that would lean 
to drink and 3 let him go to Sea. 4 
for Prayer, it is a rare Thing among Seamen; 
they count that a needleſs Buſineſs : They /ee the 
Profane and Vile delivered as well as others, 
and therefore, What Profit is there if they pro 
unto bim? Mal. iii. 14. As I remember, | 
Save read of a profane Soldier, who was heard 
fevearing in a Place of great Danger; and when 
one that ſtood hy bim warned him, ſaying, Fel- 
low Soldier, do not ſwear, the Bullets fly; 
be anſwered, They that ſwear come off 26 
well as they that pray. Soon. after a Shot hit 
bim and down be fell. Plato diligently adm- 
niſbed. all Men to avoid" the Seas: For (ſaith 
he) it is the School-maſter of all Vice and 


5 | + I 
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for you as the next Prey, | 
fefted with theſe Things. O what 4 terrible 


5 Won XLIII. U 
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It is a very ſad Conſideration to me, that you 
who float upon the great Deeps, in whoſe Bottom 


0 many thouſand poor Creatures lie, whoſe Sins 


have ſunk them down, not only into the Bottom of 


the Sea, but of Hell alſo : That you (I ſay) who. 
daily float and hover over them, and have the 
roaring Waves that fwallewed them up, gapi 

ould be no more af- 


Voice doth Gop utter in the Storms ! It breaks 
the Cedars, ſhakes the Wilderneſs, P.. xxix. 

5. And can it not ſhake your Hearts? This 
Voice of the LorD is full of Majeſty, but his 


Voice in the Word is more powerful, Heb. iv. 


12. Jo convince and rip up the Heart. This 
Mord is exalted above all bis Name, and if it 
cannot awaken you, it is no Wander you remain 


ſecure and dead, when the LorD utters his Voice 


in the moſt dreadful Sterms and Tempoſts. But 
if neither the Voice of God uttered in his dread- © 
ful Works, —— , can effec- 
tually awaken, there is a fe Storm coming, 
which will ſo awaken your Souls, as that they- 
Hall never fleep any more, Pi. xi. 6. Upon 
the Wicked He ſhall rain Snares, Fire and 
Brimſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt: This 
is the Portion of their Cup. Yowthat have 
been at Sea in the moſt violent Storms, never + 
felt ſuch a Storm as this, and the Lonn grant 
form.” may r 


There 
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Were are ſome amongſt you, that, I am per- 
ſuaded, do truly fear that Gop in whoſe Hand 
their Life and Breath is, Men that fear aj 
Oath, and are an Honour to their Profeſſion; a 
who drive à Trade for Heaven, and are 2 
gent 0 ſecure that Happineſs of their immortal 7 
Souls. in the Inſurance-Office above: But for 
the Generality, alas ! they mind none of theſ: 7 
Things. How many of you are caſt to and fro, n 
from one Country to another ? but never think þ, 
of that Heavenly. Country above, nor how you p 
may get the Merchandize, which is better hav hy 
the Gold. of Ophir. Hoe oft do you tremble Ill © 
to ſee the A Waves dance about you, and 
waſh over you ? yet conſider not el terrible 
Dan —— Waves and Billows if ll © 
Gov's Wrath go over your Souls, and that for a 
ever, How glad are you, after you have been il _ 
long tofſed upon the Ocean, 'to Aeſcry Land? 
And how aq .do_you look out for it ? "who 
yet never ' had your Hearts warmed with the 
Confideratiou of tha that Foy which ſhall be among if 
the Saints, when they arrive at the Heavenly 6 
Strand, and ſet Foot upon the Shore of Glory. il 7 


O. Sirs ! I beg of you, if you have any Re. 5 
gard to thoſe precious immortal Souls of yours, 


which are alſo embarked for Eternity, whither' 
all Minds blow them, and will quitkly be "at . 
their Pert af Heaven or Hell, that you will . I. 


ſeriouſly. mind theſe Things, af learn to ſteer 
your Courſe to Heaven, and improve all Winds 


(7 2 


* 
» + 
3 
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4 From Opportunities and Means ) to waft yo 
but her 


Here you may venture Life and Liberty, run 
through many Difficulties and Dangers, and all 
10 compaſs a periſaing Treaſure; yet how often 
do „ return diſappointed in your Dans 

Or if not, yet it is but a fading ſbort- lived In- 
beritance, which like the flowing Tide, for a 
lille while covers the Shore, and then returns 
and leaves it naked again: And are not ever- 
laſting Treaſures worth venturing fer? Good 
Seals, be wiſe for Eternity: I Bere preſent you 
with the Fruit of a few ſpare Hours, redeem- 
ed for your Sakes, from my other Studies. I 
bave endeavoured to Sad ſpiritual Matters in 
your own Phraſes, that they ET be the more 
intelligible to you. 


| 
4 
J | 
| . If Gor ſhall bleſs theſe Meditations to — 
„ Converfion of m among gon, gen will bg, fl 
Canes, © 27425 7 Heart ſhall r Hh even mine. 
_ 3 ſhould we ſhake Hands with 
J0u, when you go abroad, were we perſuaded 
our Souls were intereſted in Chriſt ? What Life 
WR would it put in our Prayers for you, when you 
„Ice abroad, to con 12 — Y Jeſus Chriſt is in- 
7 terceeding for you in Hav 1 your 
„Lenemöbrancers bere an Earth? How quiet 
| 


would our Hearts be, when you are abroad in 
Forms, did we know you had an * Intereſt 
rag whom Winds and Seas obey ? 3 con- 
uae, What Joy would it be te your godly Re- 
| U 2 lation; 


252 The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


tations, to ſee you return new Creature ? 
| Doubtlejs, more than if you came Home laden 
avith the Riches of both the Indies. - 


Come, Sirs! ſet the Heavenly Jeruſalem 25 
vn the Point of your New Compaſs; mat: 
all the Sail you can for it; and the Log 
give you a proſperous Gale, and > erin 
in the Land of 1 8 


So prays, 


Your affectionate Friend to ſerve you, | 


- Joun F LAVBL. 
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Ty 


12 Art of Navigation, by which INands 


Nations are delightfully 


yen) ſo as to avoid ſplitting upon any 


Art is purely of Divine Revelation. + 
"a; * (the . of living to Gop) is 
” 3 
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75 6 eber) ery SEAMAN Sah ing Heave- 
ward. 


Ingeniou Seaman, A 


eſpecially are enriched, and ꝑreſerved in 

Safety from Invaſions; and the wonderful 

Works of Cop in the great Deep, and Foreign 
— is an Art of ex- 

quiſite In n But the Art of Spiritus Navi. 
gation is the Art of Arts, og a. gallant Thing 
to be able to carry a Ship richly laden Td the 
World but it is much more gallant to carry a 


Soul (that rich Loading, a Pearl of more Worth 
than all the Merchandize.of the World) in a 


(that is as liable to Leaks and Bruiſes as any Shi 
is) through the Sea of this Wosld (Which is as 
unſtable as Water) ſafe to Heaven (the beſt Ha- 
Sinking 
Rocks, or ſtriking upon any Soul- drowning Sands. 
The Art of natural Navigation is 2 very great 
Myſtery ; but the Art of ſpiritual. * 48 
by much a greater. Human Wiſdom — — 

us to carry a Ship to the Indies.; but the Wisdom 
only that b is from Above can teach us to ſteer our 


urſe aright to the Haven Happis 4. This 
Kee 2 The Truth 


nothing 


1 ; n — 
vr "I L " 5 * * * 2 * — ow * A * F 4 
1 TOW Aen.. reer r AT een erm 


| 
4 
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nothing elſe, but the Art of Soul Navigation, re- 
vealed from Heaven, A mere Man can carry a 
Ship to any defired Port in the World, but no 
mere Man can carry a Soul to Heaven. He muſt 
de 2 Saint, he muſt be a Divine (ſo all Saints are) 
that can pilot a Soul to the fair Haven in Imma- 
nuel's Land, The Art of natural Navigation is 
wonderfully improved ſince the Coming of Chrif, 

before which Time the Uſe of the. 8 Was 
never known; and before the Virtue of that was 
revealed to the Mariner, it is unſpeakable with 
what uncertain Wanderings Seamen floated here 

and there. And, ſure I am, the Art of ſpiritual 
Navigation is wonderfull improved ſince the 

Coming of Chrif? : This Art of Arts is now 
fectly — in the Scriptures; but the Rules f 
thereof are diſperſed up and down therein. The 
Collecting and Methodizing of the ſame, cannot 
but be a Work very uſeful to Souls: Though 
 awhen all is done, there is an abſolute Neceſſity of 

the Teachings of the 5 to unde rom Artiſts 
an failing Heaven-ward. | 


Is 


_ 2. In va to this, 0 . Weey vich | 
Merchandize the Soul is. Chriſi aſſures us, one 
Soul is more Worth than all the World. The 
Lozxp goes ſus doth as it were put the whole World 
an one Scale, and one Soul in the other, and the 
World is found too light, Mart. xvi. 26. Shouldſt 
thou by Skill in natural Navigation carry ſafe all 
the Treaſures of the Indies into thine own Port, 
Fea, gain the whole World, and for Want of Skill 
an ſpixitual Navigation Joſe thy Soul, thou wouldft - 
de thergreateſt Loſer: So far wilt thou be n. 


un by any of thy Sea Voyages. | 
1. Consrven, what a leaky Veſicl thy Bod 17 
in which this min rich 3 * 3 


os ooo ee r= c0 
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is embarked ! O the many Diſeaſes thy Body is 
ſubje& to! It is above Two Thouſand Years ago, 
that there have been reckoned up Three Hundred 
Names of Difeaſes; and there be many under one 
Name, and many nameleſs, which poſe the Phy- 
ſicians, not only how to cure them, but how to 
call them. And for the Mind, the Diſtempers of 
it are no leſs deadly, than the Diſeaſes of the 
Body. But beſides theſe internal Cauſes, there 
are many external Cauſes of Leaks in this Veſſel, 
and = ſmall Matters may be of great Moment 
to the {inking of it. The leaſt Gnat in the Air 
may choak one, as it did Adrian, the Pope of 
Rome; alittle Hair in Milk may ftrangle one, as 
it did a Counſellor in Nome; a little Stone of a 
Raiſin may ſtop one's Breath, as it did the Poet 
Anacreon. Thus you ſee what a leaky Veſſel you 
fitin. Now the more leaky any Ship is, the more. 
Need there is of Skill to ſteer wiſely. _ AF 


3. Cons1peR, what a dangerous Sea the World 
is, in which the Soul is to fail in the leaky Ship 
| of thy Body. As there are not more Changes in 
the Sea, than are in the World, the World be- 
ing only conſtant in Inconftancy ; ſo there ate not 
more Dangers in the Sea for Ships, than there 
are in the World for Souls. In this World Souls. 
meet with Rocks and Sands, and Pirates. World- 
Temptations, worldly Luſts, and worldly. 
.ompany &#rown many in Perdition, 1 Tim. vi, 
9. The very Things of this World endan- 
ger our Souls. By worldly Objects we focn 
grow worldly. It is | hard to touch Pitch, 
and not be defiled. The Luſts of this World 
ſtain all our Glory, and the Men of this World 
pollute all they converſe with. A Man that keeps 
Company with the Men of this World, is like, 
AUIDO CUE eren £20% 7 $24 Ne bim 
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kum that walketh in the Sun, tanned infenkbly 
Now, the more dangerous the Sea is, che more 


* it is the Sailor be an Artiſt. 


. Contibza, what if through Want of "M 
11 e Att of ſpiritual Navigation, thou ſhould 
not ſteer thy ourle aright. 1. Thou wilt never 
Arrive at the Haven of appineſs. 2. Thou ſhalt 
be drowned in the Ocean of God's Wrath, 4 
fure as the Word of God is true; #4 Tots as the 
Heavens are over thy Head, and Earth under 
Feet; as ſure as thou et A and. nd breatheſt 
in this Air; ſo ſure it is, t Into the 
Bottomleſs Pit. Pofſibly now thou A a light 
Matter of theſe Things becauſe thou doſt 10 
Know what it to miſs oe Heaven, and what it is 
for ever to lie under the Wrath of Gop: Bu 
 Hereafter thou wilt know fully, what it is to have 
thy Soul loſt eternally, ſo loft, as that Gop's Mer- 
cies, and. all the ood there is in Cbriſt, ſhall 
never ſave it. Hereafter thou wilt be perfect) 
ſenſible of the Good that thou mighteſt have had, 
And of the Evil that ſhall be upon thee then tho 
wilt have other Thoughts o cheſe Things 
no thou haſt: Then * Thoughts of he Min 
- ſhall be buſied about thy lofi Condition, both a5 
co the Pain of Loſs, x. the Pain of Senſe; ſo 
that thou ſhalt not be able to take any Eaſe one 
| iam 5h Then thou ſhalt have true and deep 
Fee prehenſions of of the Greatneſs of that Good that 
u ſhalt miſs of, and of that Evil which thou 
alt procure thy ſelf; and then thou ſhalt not be 
lle to chuſe, bus to Apply all thy Loſs, all thy 
iſe * hs wn which wh 7 thee to raat 


out, ! O my Miſery !, O my incon- 
. ceivable MY ebene Lo apd a Es ' 0 that, 
-26 prevent that Loſs ery, theſe Things 


may 
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may now be laid to Heart ! O that a blind Under- 
ftanding, a ſtupid Judgment, a bribed. Conſci- 
ence, a hard Heart, a bad Memory, may no long- 
er make Heaven and Hell ſeem but Trifles to thee! 
Thou wilt then eafily be perſuaded to make it 
thy main Buſineſs here, to become an Artift in 


ſpiritual Navigation. But to ſhut up this, I ſhall 


briefly acquaint Seamen, why they ſhould, of all 
others, be Men of ſingular Piety, and therefore 
more than ordinarily ſtudy the Art of ſpiritual 


Navigation. O that Seamen would therefore con- 
fider, | | 


1. How nigh they border upon Death and Eter- 


nity every Moment. There is but s Step, but an 
Inch or two between them and their Graves con- 
. tinually, The next Guſt may over-ſet them; 


the next Wave may ſwallow them up. In one 
Place lie lurking dangerous Rocks, in another 


perilous Sands, and every where ſtormy Winds, 


ready to deſtroy them. Well may the Seamen 


cry out, I have not had a Morrow in my Hands 


theſe many Years. Should not they then be ex- 
traordinary ſerious and heavenly continually? _ 


2. Consiper (Seamen) what extraordinary 
Help you have by the Book of the Creatures ; 


the whole Creation is Gop's Voice, it is Goy's 
excellent Hand-writing, to teach us much of 
 Gop, and what Reaſons we have to bewail our 
Rebellion againſt Gop, and to make Conſcience 


of obeying 


od continually. . The Heavens, the 


Earth, the Waters, are the three great Leaves 
of this Book of Gop, and all the Creatures are 

fo many Lines in thoſe Leaves. All that learn 
not to fear and ſerve Gop by the Help of this 


* * 
—Y 
he 


* 


Book, will be left inexcuſable, Rom. i. 20. How 


inexcuſable 


VS. 2 
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inexcuſab} e then will igporagt and ungod 
men be? Seamen ſhouſd, in this Ref +. lf the 
beſt Scholars in the Tom! s, School, = £ they 


do, more than others, ſee the Works 'of the 1 ORD, 
and his Wonders in the Deep. 


Y. Contiptr ks often you are nearer Hea- 
ven chan any People in the World. They mount 
up io Heaven, Pal. cvii. 26. It has been ſaid of 


ing in has Life and Converfation, That it was a 
Pity he ſhould ever come out of his Pulpit, be- 
cauſe- he was there as near Heaven as ever he 


down. from t 5 bigh- toweri ves ? Should 
not Searjen, tHat in ſormy Weath 

Feet (as eſe) ) upon the 8 of Hes 
ven, look down upon all earthly Happineſs b 


2 SS. wateriſh, 2 2 K Tk YT 5 
ities. ut, Im es do 
them mat 5 on Fo 1 zould not Seamen 


main Buſineſs to get into Heaven ? What, (Sea- 


Seamen mount up. a 5 oy in 
the Þ Almiſt tells us, Souln 
15 rell . of © Trouble. wot ther 
NntinuNy as unwillig 
4e in a Storm to go to aven ! 


#4 Aud laftly ; Coghier, what Engagem em 
uf you to be fin larly holy, from; your | 
far Der iveranges. They that go N vol to the 
in Ships, are 1 in a V 

dow of pre 7 Reaſon of = ſprin ing of 
perilous Leaks yet miraculouſly 4 fed, 

either 
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an ungodly M iniſter, that contradicted his Preach- 


would be. Shall it be ſaid of you, upon the. 
fame Accoun That it is Pity y you ſhould come 
A 


ther haye, their 


that fo often mount up. to & ake it their | 


Wil ſha bens only go to Heaven againft your 


y 
to. 20 to Hell, as you. f 


707 
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either by ſome wonderful Stoppin the Leak, 
of by GoD's ſending ſome Shi hin 8 ight, l 


they h i been far out of Sight of Lang or by 
bis bringing their cen kee ing Ship, near a 
Shore. e they ave becn in great 

ger of being taken of Pirates, yet Fender y 
preſerved, > Foo by Gop's calming of the Winds 
in that Part of Pe Sea where the Pirates have 
failed, «or by giving the poor purſued Ship a 
ſtrong, Gale of Wind to run away from their 
* — ; or by ſinking the Pirates. Sometimes 
their Ships have been caſt away, and yet they 
themſelves wonderfully got ſafe to Shore upon 
Planks, Yards, Maſts. I might be endleſs in 
enumerating their Deliverances from Drowning, 
from Burning, from Slavery. Sure, (Seamen) 
your extraordinary Salvations lay more than or- 
dinary Engagements upon you, to praiſe, love, 


| fear, obey, and truſt in your Saviour and De- 


liverer. I have read, that the enthralled Greets 
were ſo affected with their Liberty, procured 
by Flaminius the Roman | General, that their ſhrill 
Acclamation of Zwrig, "Earns. a Saviour, a Sa- 
viour, made the very Buds, fall down —— the 
Heavens. O hs Mood * be affected with 
their Sea- deliverances that. haye been de- 
livered from Turkifþ Slavery, "have. vawed..to be 
dervants to their Redeemers all the, of 
their Lives. Ah, Sirs, will © not you de more 
than ordinarily Gop's Servants all the Days 
of your Lives, ſeeing you have beep ſo oft, 25 
wonderfully redeemed from Death it ſelf by 


| Him 2 ' Verily, do what you can, you will die 


in Gop's Debt. At for m, Gop forbid, that 
I ſhould fin againſt the Lok p, in ceaſing ta pray 
r you: That by the Peruſal of this ; 0-4 and 
Iweet. Treaſure, wherein the judicious and in- 

genious 


SER 3 
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ious Author hath well mixed Profit and Plea. 
ure, you may learn the good and right Way 
even to fear the Lok, and to ſerve Him in 
Truth with all your Hearts, conſidering how 


great Things He hath done for you: This i 
the hearty Prayer of hs . 


2th ele ind: 


* arne/tly defirous of a proſperous 
42 1 your precious and im- 
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Navigation S priculi d. 


C OBSER VATION. 


© ſooner is a Ship built, launch'd, 
rigg'd, victuall'd — mann d, but ſhe 
is preſently ſent out into the boiſterous 
Ocean, where ſhe is never at Reſt, 
but continually tofling and Jabouring, 
until he be either overwhelmed and wrecked in 
the Sea, or through Age and Bruiſes grows leaky 
— — — ſo is haled up, and ript 
a 
Vor. XLIII. W A P- 


242 Neu Compaſs for Seamen : 
| APPLICATION. 


No ſooner come we into the World as Men, 
or as Chriſtians, by a natural, or ſupernatyur;] 
Birth; but thus we are tofled upon a Sea of 
Troubles, Fob v. 7. Man is born to Trauble, as th 
Sparks fly upwards; The Spark no fooner comes 
out of the Fire, but it flies up naturally ; it needs 
not any external Force, but afcends from a Prin- 
ciple in itſelf: So naturally, fo eaſily, doth 
Trouble riſe out of Sin. There is all the Miſery 
and Trouble in the World in our corrupt Natures. 
As the Spark lies cloſe hid in the Coals, ſo doth 
Mifery in Sin: Every Sin draws a Rod after it. 
And theſe Sorrows and Troubles fall not only on 
the Body, in thofe Breaches, Pairs, Aches, Dif- 
eaſes, to which it is ſubject, which are but the 
—— of dying 2 and its nr yan ac 

egrees, into Duſt again; but on all our Em- 
loyments and Calli - alſo: Theſe are full of 
ain, Trouble and Diſappointment. We earn 
Wages, and put it into a Bag with Holes, and 


IT were endleſs 'to enumerate the Sorrows of 
this Kind; and yet the 'Froubles of the Body, are 
but the Body of our Troubles. The Spirit of the 
Curſe falls upon the ſpiritual and noble Part of 
Man. The Soul and Body, like to Ezetiel's Roll, 
are written full with Sorrows, both within and 
without. So that we make the ſame. Report of 
our Lives, when we come to die, that old Jaca 
made before Nluraob, Gen. lvii. g. Few: aud evi 
have the Days of ib Years of aur Lives been. For 
what bath Man of all his Labaur, and the Hara lian 
of his Heart, in he hath labeured under . the 
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Grref,, yea, his Heart taketh no Ref? in the Night: 
This is alſo Vanity, Eeclel. ii. 22, 23. | 


NEITHERN doth our New-birth free us from 
Troubles, tho? then they be ſanctiſied, ſweetned, 
and turned into Bleffings. We put not off the hu- 
man, when we put on the divine Nature; nor 
are we then freed from the Senſe, tho! we be de- 
livered from the Sting and Curſe of them. Grace 
doth not prefently pluck out all thoſe Arrows that 
Sin hath ſhot into the Sides of Nature, 2 Cor. vii. 
47 we were come into Macedonia, eur F 

no Reft, but we were troubled on every Side. 
Rev. vii. 14. Theſe are they that come out of great 


Tribulations. The firſt of the new-born Chrif- 


tian (ſays one) gives Helf an Alarm, and awakens 
the 2 — of Devils and Men againſt him. 
Hence and Barnabas acquainted thofe new 


Converts, That through much Tribulation they 

enter into he Kingdom | 

State of the Church in this Word fer out (. liv. 
— the Similitude of à difireffed Ship at Sea: 


God. And we find the 


O thou aner [and reed] with Tempeſti, and not 
comforted. I Teſſed] as Forat's Ship was; for the 
fame Word is there ufed, Jonuß i. 11, 13. as a 
Veſfet at Sea, violently driven withont Nudder, 
Maſt, Sail, or Tackling. Nor are we to expect 


Freedom from thoſe Troubles, untill harboured 


in Heaven. O what large Catalogues of Experi- 
ences do the Saints carry to Heaven with them, 


of their vations Exercifes, Dangers, Trials, and 
| Marvellous Preſervations and Deliverances out of 


all! And yet all theſe Troubles without, are No- 
thing to thoſe within them, from Temptations, 


Corruptions, and Paſſions: Beſides their own, 


there come daily upon them the Troubles of 
athers, many Rivulets fall into this Channel, 


W 2 
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often overflow the Banks, Pſ. xxxiv. 19. 
are the Afflictions of the Abele wg oy 


G "REFLECTION. 


_ Hence ſhould the graceleſs Heart thus reflet 
upon itſelf, O my Soul! into what a Sea ef 
Troubles art thou launched forth ! and what 2 
ſad Caſe thou art in! full of Trouble, and full of 
Sin, and theſe mutually produce each other : And 
that which is the moſt dreadful Conſideration of 
all is, that I cannot ſee the End of them. As for 

Men, they ſuffer in the World as well as J, 
but it is but for a while, and then they ſhall ſuffer 
no more; but all Tears ball be wiped from 
their Eyes: But my Troubles are but the Be in- 
ning of Sorrows. If I continue as I am, 1 ſhall 
but deceive myſelf. If I conclude I ſhall be ha 
in the other World, becauſe I have met with 
much Sorrow in this: For I read, Jude 7. That 
the Inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrab, tho' con- 
ſumed to Aſhes, with all their Eſtates and Rela- 
tions, (a ſorer temporal Judgment than ever yet 
| befe] me) do, notwithſtanding that, continue. itil! 
in everla/ling Chains, under Darkneſs, in which the) 
are reſerved unto the Fudgment of the Great Day. 


Tux Troubles of good Men are ſanctified to 
them, but mine are Fruits of the Curſe : They 
have ſpiritual Conſolatiens to ballance them, which 
flow into their Souls in the ſame Height and De- 
gree as Troubles do upon their Bodies ; but I am 
a Stranger to their Comforts, and intermedale nit 
with their Jeys. If their Hearts be ſurcharged 
with Trouble, they have a Gon to go to, and 
when they have opened their Cauſe before Him, 
they are eaſed, and their Countenance is no mort 


fad : But I have no Intereſt in, nor 8 
wit 


ed 
of 


* 
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xing at the Goodneſs of Gop ! Thou haſt hitherto 
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with this Gop; nor can 1 pray unto Him in 


the Spirit. My Griefs are ſhut up like Fire in 
my Boſom, which preys upon my Spirit. This 
is my Sorrow, and I alone muſt bear it. O my 
Soul, look round about thee ! What a miſerable 
Caſe art thou in? Reſt no longer ſatisfied in it, 
but look out for a Oi alſo. What tho' I be a 
vile unworthy Wretch? Yet He promiſeth te 
leve freely, and invites ſuch as ate heavy laden 
to Him. ey OP 


| Hewes alſo ſhould the gracious Soul refle& 


ſweetly: And is the World ſo full of Trouble? 


O my Soul, what Cauſe haſt thou to ſtand admi- 


a ſmooth Paſſage co atively to what others 
have had. How Fach Divine iſdom or 


Lg + Have I been chaſtiſed with 
hi 


ps? Others with Scorpions: Have I had no 
Peace without? Some have neither had Peace 


without nor within: Have I felt Trouble in my 


Fleſh and Spirit at once? Yet have they not 
been extreme, either for Time or Meafure. And 
hath the World been a Sodom, an Zgypt to thee? 
Why then do 1 not long to be gone, and figh 
more heartily for Deliverance ?* Why are the 
Thoughts of my Loxp's Coming no ſweeter to 
me, and the Day of my Deliverance no more 


panted for? And why am 1 no more careful to 


maintain Peace within, fince there is fo much 


Trouble without? Is not this it that puts Weight 
into all outward Troubles, and makes them fink- 
ing, that they fall upon me when my Spirit is dark 
ar wounded? _ Sag 
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NXXNNNNWNXNNSONXN NN OOO 
| CHAP. Il. 


 OBSERYFATION. 3, 
HE Ocean is of vaſt Extent and Depth, not 

to be founded by Man. The Earth is 
twenty one thouſand and fix hundred Miles in 
Compaſs ; yet the Ocean invirons it on every Side. 
And for its Depth, who can diſcover it? The Sea 
in Scripture is called, The Deep, Job xxxviii. 30. 
The Great Deep, Gen. vii. 11. The gathering to- 
gether of the Waters into one Place, Gen. i. 9. If 
the vaſteſt Mountain were caſt into it, it would 
appear no more than the Head of a Pin in a Tun 


| APPLICATION. 

_ Trzs in a lively Manner ſhadows forth the in- 
finite and incomprehenſible Mercy of Gop ; who/e 
Mercy is over all bis Works. In how many ſweet 
Notions is the Mercy of Gon repreſented to us in 
the Scripture? He is faid to be Plenteous, Pal. iv. 5. 
Abundant, 1 Pet. i. 3. Rich in Mercy, Eph. i. 4. 
His Mercies are unſearchable, Eph. iti. 8. High 
as the Heavens above the Earth, Pal. x. 4. Which 
are fo high and vaſt, that the whole Earth is but a 
{mall Point to them; yea, they are not only com- 
pared to the Heavens, but to the Depths of the Sea, 
Afic. vii. 19. which can ſwallow up Mountains as 
well as Mole-hills; and in this Sea Gop hath 
drowned Sins of a dreadful Height and Aggravation. 
In this Sea was the Sin of Manaſſeh drowned, and 
of what Ma 


iii. * 


ea, in this Ocean of Mercy did the 
Loxn 
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itude that was, may be ſeen, 2 Chron. 
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LorD drown and cover the Sins of Paul, though a 
| Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor, Injurious. None, 
41 (faith Auguſtine) more fierce than Paul among 
te the Perſecutors; and therefore none greater 
« among Sinners; yet pardoned.” How hath 
Mercy rode in Triumph, and been glorified upon 
the vileſt of Men? How hath it ſtopt the ſlanderous 
Mouth of Men and Devils! It hath yearned upon 
Fornicators, Idolaters, Adulterers, Thieves, Cove- 
tous, Drunkards, Revilers, Extortioners; to ſuch 
hath the Scepter of Mercy been ftretched forth, 
upon their unfeigned Repentance. What doth the 
Spirit of Gop aim at in ſuch Names of Mercy? 
But to convince poor Sinners of the abundant Ful- 
neſs and Riches of it, if they will but ſubmit to the 
Terms on which it is tendered to them. 


In the Vaſtneſs of the Ocean, we have alſo a 
lively Emblem of Eternity. Who can compre- 
hend or meaſure the Ocean, but Gop? And who 
can comprehend Eternity, but He that is faid ro 
inhabit in it? Iſa. lvii. 15. Though ſhallow, the 
Rivers may be drained and dried up, yet the Ocean 
cannot. And tho' theſe tranſitory Days, Months, 
and Years will at laſt expire; yet Eternity ſhall 
not. What is Eternity, but a conſtant Perma- 
nency of Perſons and Things, in one and the ſame 
State for ever, beyond all Poſſibility of Change? 
The Heathens were wont to ſhadow it by a Circle, 
or a Snake twiſted round. It will be to all of us, 
either a perpetual Day or Night, which will not 
be meaſured by Hours or Minutes. And as it can- 
not be meaſured, ſo neither can it ever be dimi- 
niſhed. When Thouſands of Years are gone, 
there is not a Minute leſs to come. Suppoſe a Bird 
were to come to ſome vaſt Mountain of Sand, and 
carry away in her Bill one Sand in a thouſand 
Years ; what a vaſt Time would it be ere that im- 
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mortal Bird (after chat Rate) had cartied away 
the Mountain! And yet in Time this tight de 
done: For there would be Mill ſome Diminution; 
but in Eternity there can be none. There be three 
Things in Time, in which there is a Succeſſion; 
ene Generation, Year, and Day paſſeth, and ano- 


ther comes; but Eternity is a fixed New. la 


Time there is a Diminution and afting ; the more 
is paſt, the leſs to come. In Time there is an 
Alteration of Condition ; a Man may be poor To- 
day, and rich To+morrow; fickly this Week, and 
well the next; now in Contempt, and anon in 
Honour: But no Changes paſſes upon us in Eter- 
_ As the Tree falls at Death and Judgment, 
fo it lies for ever: If in Heaven, thou Halt go forth 
no more: If in Hell, no Redemption thence, but the 
Smoke of their Torment aſcendeth for ever and ever. 


REFLECTION. 


Aud is the Mercy of Go, like the great Deeps, 
an Ocean that none can fathom ? What unſpeak- 
able Comfort is this to me, may the pardoned Sou! 
ſay? Did 1/-ael ſing a Song, when the Loxp had 
overwhelmed their Enemies in the Sea? And ſhall 
not I break forth into his Praiſe, who hath drowned 
all my Sins in the Depth of Mercy? O my Soul, 
bleſs thou the Lok p, and let his Praiſe ever be in 
thy Mouth. Mayſt not thou fay, that He hath 
gone to as high a Degree of Mercy, in pardoning 
thee, as ever He did in any? O my Gon, who is 
like unto Thee, that pardone/f Iniquity, Tranſgre/- 
fron, and Sin! What Mercy, but the Mercy of + 
Gov, could cover ſuch Abominations as mine?! 


Bur O! what terrible Reflections will Con- 


Tcience make from hence, upon all the Deſpiſers of 
Mercy, when the Sinner's Eyes come to be opened 
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too late! We have heard, indeed, that the Kin 
of Heaven was a merciful King, but we woul 
make no Addreſs to Him, whilſt that Scepter was 
ſtretched out. We heard of Balm in Gilead, and 
a Phyfician there, that was able and willing to 
cure all our Wounds; but would not commit our- 
ſelves to Him. We read that the Arms of Chr:/# 
were open to embrace us, but we would not. O 
unparallell'd Folly! Now the Womb of Mercy is 
ſhut up, and ſhall bring no more Mercies to me 
for ever. Now the Gates of Grace are ſhut, and 
no Cries can open them. x 


How often did I hear the Bowels of Compaſſion 
ſounding in the Goſpel for me? But my hard and 
impenitent Heart would not relent; and now it is 
too late. I am now paſt out of the Ocean of 
Mercy, into the Ocean of Eternity, where I am 
fixed in the Midſt of endleſs Miſery, and ſhall ne- 
ver hear the Voice of Mercy more. . 


|  . O PREADIUL Eternity ! An Ocean indeed, to 
which this Ocean is but a Drop; for in thee no 
Soul ſhall ſee either Bank or Bottom. If I he but 


one Night under ſtrong Pains, how tedious doth 
Night ! And how do I tell the Clock, and 
with for Day! In the World I might have had 


Life, and would not; and now, how fain would 


I have Death, but cannot? How quick were my 
Sins? And how long is their Puniſhment? O how 
ſhall I dwell with everlaſiing Burnings! O that 
Gop would but vouchſafe one Treaty more with 
me! But, alas, all Treaties are now at an End. 
On Earth Peace, Luke ii. 13. but none in Hell. 
O my Soul, conſider theſe Things; let us debate 
this Matter ſeriouſly, before we launch into this 


Ocean. 8 N 
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CHAP. Is. . 
OBSERPATION. 


was an unadviſed Saying of Plato, The Seq 
produceth Nothing memorable.” Surely there 
is much of the Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs of 
oD_ manifeſted in the Inhabitants of the watry 
ion: O Lord, bow manifold are thy Works? 
I. Wildem 5% Thou made them all; the Eavth is full 
of thy Riches. So is the great and wide Sea, tobereit 
are Things creeping innumerable, both ſmall and great. 
There are Creatures of very ſtrange Forms and 
Properties; ſome reſembling a Cow, called by the 
Spaniards, Manates; by ſome Tuppoſed to be the 
Sea-monfter ſpoken of by Feremiah. In the Rivers 
of Guiana, Purchas ſaith, there are Fiſhes that have 
four Eyes, bearing two above and two bencath the 
Water when they ſwim 3 ſome reſembling a Toad, 
and very poiſonous. How ſtrange both in Shape 
and Property is the Swerd-fiſh and Thraſher, that 
iht with the Walt? Even our own Seas produce 


takes off the Wonder. 


APPLICATION. 
Tuaos doth the Heart of Man naturally ſwarth 
and abound with ſtrange and monſtrous Lufts and 
with all Unrighteduſnefs, 


Debate, Deceit, Malignity, O what a * r 
. Ce 1 
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reatures of ſtrange Shapes, but the Commonneb 


9, JO, 31. Bein filled 
Covetouſneſs, Maliciouſneſs, full of Envy, Murder, 
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here ! And yet there are Multitudes more in the 
Depths of the Heart. And it is no Wander, con- 
fidering that with this Nature we received the 
Spawn of the blackeſt and vileſt Abominations. 
This Original Sin is productive of them all; which 

is one and the ſame, for Sort and Kind, in all the 

Children of Adam; even as the reaſpnable Soul, 

though every Man hath his on Saul diſtind from 

another Man's, yet is it the ſame for Kind in all 
Mea. So that whatever Abominations are in che 
| Hearts and Lives of the vileſt Sadomites, and moſt 
M WW pofligate Wretches under Heaven, there is the fame 

Matter in thy Heart aut of which they ware ſhaped 
1 conceived, and thence they craFl out of the / 
Hands, Lips, and all the Members, Mau. uv. 
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a I = of the Mauth, come forth from the Heart, and 3 
2 * a Man, For aut of the tdeant | proceed. evil Y 
4 houghts, Adurders, Adutteries, Fonnicattans, Thefts, 1 
12 Witneſs, Blaſobemies; even ſuch Monſters as = 
. would make one tremble to bahold. The Apattie, 4 
nir. v. 1. tells us of a Sin, not te be namad 3 | 

[ ſo. monſtrous, that Nature itfelf ſtartles at it; even 0 

2 WY fuch Monſters are, in the Depths of the 4 
Heart. Whence comes Evil:? was a Queſtion that | 
much puazled the Philoſophers of old. Now here 

„ I you may fee hence they come, and when they 

6 are begotten. . | ; | | 


— 


REFLECTION. 


And are there, ſuch ſtrange Abominations in the 
Heart of Man? Then bow is he degenerated from 

| his primitive Perfection] His Streams were once as 
clear as chryſtal, and there was no unclean Crea- 


ture moving in them. What a iſtately Eabrick 
— a-Grſdl And hat holy Inbabitanta 
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poſſeſſed the Rooms thereof] But now, (as Goy 
of /dumea) Iſaiah xxxiv. 11. The Line of 
Confuſion is firetched out upon it, and the —_— 
Emptineſs ; the Cormorant and Bittern poſſeſs it, . 

Otol and the Raven dwell in it. O fad Change 
How fadly may we look backwards to our firſt 
State, and take up the Words of Fob, O that | 
were as in Months paſt! as in the Days of my Youth; 


when the Almighty was yet with me, when I put m | 


as 22 and it cloathed me, when my Glory 
was freſh in me, Job xxix. 2, 4,5 


AGAIN, think, O my Soul, what a miſerable 
Condition the U erate abide in] thus ſwarm- 
ed and over-run with helliſh Luſts. What a tu- 
multuous Sea is ſuch a Soul! How do theſe Lufts 
rage within them! How do they conteſt for the 
Throne, and uſually take it by Turns! For as al 
Diſeaſes are contrary to Health, yet ſome contrary 
to each other; ſo are Luſts. 3 poor Crea - 
tures are hurried on to different Kinds of Servitude, 
according to the Nature of that Luſt that is in the 
Throne, and like the Lunatick, Matt. xvii. ate 
ſometimes caſt into the Vater, and ſometimes into 
the Fire. Well might the Prophet ſay, The Wicked 
is like a troubled Sea, that cannot reſt. Iſaiah Ivii. 
20. They have no Peace now in the Service of 
Sin, and leſs they ſhall have hereafter, when they 
receive the Wages of Sin. There is no Peace to thi 
Wicked, ſaith my Gon. They indeed cry, Peace, 
Peace; but my Gop doth not ſay ſo. The laſt 
Iſſue of this is eternal Death; no ſooner is it de- 
livered of its deceitful Pleaſures, but preſently it 
falls in Travail again, and brings forth Death, 
SLES: oa 7.4.5 4.495 yin 
Av is the Heart ſuch a Sea, abounding with 
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O my Soul, at that Free Grace which hath deli- 
— thee from fo ſad a Condition! O fall down, 
and kiſs the Feet of Mercy, that moved ſo free 

and ſeaſonably to thy Reſcue! Lorp,- what am 

that I ſhould be taken? Reflect, O my Soul, upon 
the Conceptions and Births of Luſts, in the Days 
of Vanity, which thou haſt bluſhed to own. 0 
what black Imaginations, helliſh Deſires, vile Af- 
ſections, are lodged there! Who made me differ? 
Or, how came I to be thus wonderfully ſeparated ? 


| Surely, it is by thy Free Grace, and Nothing elſe, 
that I am what I am: And by that Grace I have 


eſcaped (to mine own Aſtoniſhment) the Corruption 
that is in the World through Luſt. O that ever the 
Holy Gop ſhould ſet his Eyes on ſuch an one, or 


| caſt a Look of Love towards me, in whom were 


Legions of unclean Luſts and Abominations ! 


FFI III TTS ALS 4+. 
| 1 
C H A E, ; IV. 


OBSERFATION. 


EAS are in a continual Motion ; they have 
Flux and Reflux, by which they are kept from 
Putrefaction; like a Fountain it cleanſes itſelf, 
Iſaiah lvii. 20. It cannot reſt, but cafts up Mire 


and Dirt; whereas Lakes and Ponds, whoſe Wa- 


ters are ſtanding and dead, corrupt and ſtink: And 
it is obſerved Seamen, that in the Southern 
Parts of the World, where the Sea is more calm and 
ſettled, it is more corrupt and unfit for Uſe; fo is 
the Sea of Sodom, call'd, the dead Sea. 


Vox. XIIII. X en A. P. 
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254 A New Compaſs for Samen: 
4PPLICATION. 
Trwvs do regenerate Souls purify themſelves, and 
work out Corruption that defiles them, they can- 
not 3 * to ſettle 1 7 1 Fohn iii. 3. Hep 
Ti impelf, even as He is pure: Keepeth him{elf, 
bo the 22 One toucheth 2 not, 172 v. kf 
They are Doves delighting in Cleanneſs, //aiab 
XXxxXiii. 15. He deſpifeth the Gain of Oppreſſion, he 
Jhaketh his Hands from holding of Bribes, ſloppeth his 
Ears from hearing Blosd, and ſhutteth his Eyes from 
ſeeing Evil. See how all Senſes and Members are 
guarded againſt Sin: But it is quite contrary with 
the Wicked; there is no Principle of Holineſs in 
them, to expoſe or expel Corruption. It lies in 
their Hearts, as Mud in a Lake or Well, which 
fettles and corrupts more and more. Hence, Exel. 
xlvii. 11. their Hearts are compared to miry Places, 
which cannot be healed : Ihe Meaning is, that 
the pureſt Streams of the Goſpel, which cleanſe 
others, make them worſe than before, as Abun- 
dance of Rain will a miry Place: It cannot run 


through them, and be glorihed, as it doth in gra- 


cious Souls: All the Means and Endeavours uſed 
to cleanſe them, are in vain; all the Grace of Gop 
they receive in vain: They held faſt Deceit, they 
refuſe to let it go, Jer. viii. 5. Sim is not in them 
as floating Weeds upon the Sea, but as Spots in the 
rd's Skin, Jer. xiii. 21. or Letters engraven 
in Marble or Braſs, with a Pen of Iron, and Point 
of a Diamond. l ĩctedneſi is ſiweet in their Mouths, 
they roll it under their Tongues, Job xx. 12. No 
Threats or Premiſes can divorce them from it. 


OO (REFLECTION. 


Loxp! this is the very Frame of my Heart 
may the graceleſs Soul ſay: My Corruption quiet 
| 65 
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Or, Navigation Spiritualiz'd. 256 
ſettles in me, my Heart labours not againſt it: 1 
am a Stranger to that Conflict which is daily main- 
tained in the regenerate Soul. Glorified Souls have 
no ſuch Confli Peer Grace in them ſtands a- 
lone, and is perf triumphant over all its Oppo- 
ſites; and n have no ſuch Coffe 
becauſe in them Corruption ſtands alone, and hath 
no other Principle to make Oppoſition to it. And 
this is my Caſe, OLoxp: I am full of vain Hopes, 
indeed, but had I a living Hape to dwell for ever 
with ſo holy a God, I could not but be daily pu- 
rifying m 25 But, O] what will the End of 
this be? I have Cauſe to tremble at that laſt and 
1 _ in 5 „ py Cop, —_ xxii. 
11. Let him that is „ be fa ill, Is it not 
as much as if Gop — ſay, fret alone, I 
will ſpend no more Rods upon them, no more 
Means ſhall be uſed about them; but I willreckon 
with them for all Things in another World. Q 
my Soul, what a diſmal! Reckoning will that be? 
Ponder with thyſelf in the mean Time thoſe terri- 
ble and awakening Texts, that, if poſſible, this 
fatal Iſſue may be prevented. See Ja. i. 5. He. 
ir. 14. Fer. vi. 29, 30. Hab. vi. 8. 


OBSERVATION. 


to prevent Danger? If the Wind die away, 
d then freſh up Southerly ; or if they ſee the Sky 


8 ow watchful and en are Seamen 
] | r 
an 


hazy, they provide for a Storm: If by the:Proſpec- 
X 2 tive 
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tive-Glaſs they ſee a Pirate at the greateſt Diſtance, 
they clear the Gun-Room, prepare fos Fight, and 
dear up, if able to deal with him; if not, they keep 
Cloſe by the Wind, make all the Sail they can, and 
bear away. If they ſuppoſe themſelves, by their 


Reckoning, near Land, how often do they ſound? 
And if upon a Coaſt with which they are unac- 
quainted, how careful are they to get a Pilot that 
knows and is acquainted with it ? 


APPLICATION. 


Tus watchful ought we to be in ſpiritual Con- 
cernments. We ſhould ſtudy, and be acquainted 


with Satan's Wiles : The Apoſtle takes it for 


granted, that Chriſtians are not ignorant of his De- 
vices. © The Serpent's Eye (as one faith) would 
« do well in the Doye's Head.” The il is 
u cunning Pirate, he puts out falſe Colours, and 


ordinarily comes up to the Chriſtian in the Diſguiſe 


of a Friend. | | 


O Tue manifold Depths and Stratagems of Ja. 


tan, to deſtroy Souls! Though he bath no Wiſdom 
to do himſelf Good, yet Policy enough to do us 
Miſchief. He lies in Ambuſh behind our lawful 
Comforts and Employments : Yet for the moſt of 
Men, how careleſs are they, ſuſpecting no Danger 
Their Souls, like Laifh, dwell carey Geir 
Senſes unguarded. O what an eaſy Prize doth the 

Devil of them ! 3 


Ix pp, if it were with us, as with Adam in 
Innocency, or as it was with Cbriſ in the Days of 
his Fleſh, (who by Reaſon of that overflowing Ful- 
neſs of Grace that dwelt in Him, was ſecured from 
Danger) the Caſe then were otherwiſe ; but we 
dave a Traytor within, Fames i. 14, 15. as well 
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as a Tempter without : Our Adverſary the Devil 
goes abaut as a roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may 
devour. - And like Beaſts of the Foreſt, poor Souls 
lie. down before him, and become his Prey. O 


REFLECTION. 


LorÞD! how doth the Care, Wiſdom and Vigi- 
lancy of Men in temporal Things, condemn my 
Carcleſſneſs in the deep Concernments of my Soul! 
What Care and Labour is there to ſecure a periſh- 
ing Life, Liberty, or Treafure! When was I thus 
ſollicitous for my Soul, though its Value be ineſti- 
mable, and its Dangers far greater? Self. preſerva- 
tion is one of the deepeſt Principles in Nature. 
There is not the pooreſt Worm or Flie, but will 
ſhun Danger if it can; yet I am ſo far from ſhun- 
ning thoſe Dangers to which my Soul lies continu- 


ally expoſed, that I often run upon Temptations, 
and voluntarily expoſe it to its Enemies. I fee, 


LoRD, how watchful jealous, and laborious thy 
People are; what Prayers, Tears, and Graans, 
ſearching of Heart, Mortification of Luſts, guard- 
ing of Senſes, and all accounted too little by them. 
Have not I a Soul to fave or loſe eternally, as well 
as they? Yet I cannot withſtand one Te ion. 
O how am I convinced and condemned, not only 
by others Care and Vigilance, but by my own tae, 
in lower Matters! 7 
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CHAP. vl. 


DBSERPATION. 


$2 is juſt Matter of Admiration, to ſee fo great 
a Body as a Ship is, and when under Sail too, 
before a ſtrong Wind, by which it is carried, 2 
the Clouds, with marvellous Force and Speed, yet 
to be commanded with Eaſe, by ſo ſmall a Thing 
as the Helm is. The Scripture takes Notice of it 
as a Matter worthy our Conſideration, Fam. iii. 4. 
Behold alſo the Ships, which though they be great, and 
@riven 0 ce Vinds, yet they are turned about with 
2 ſmall F. whitherſoever the Governor liſtetb. 


IPPLICATION. 


To the ſame Uſe has Gop deſigned Conſcience 
in Man, which being regulated by the Word and 
Spirit of Gop, is to ſteer his whole Converſation. 
Conſcience is as the Oracle of Gop, the Judge and 
Determiner of our Actions, whether they be good 
or evil; and it lays the ſtrongeſt Obligations upon 
the Creature to obey its Dictates. For it binds un- 
der the Reaſon and Conſideration of the ſovereign 
Will of the great Gop; ſo that as often as Con- 
Tcience from the Word convinceth us of any Sin or 
Duty, it lays ſuch a Bond upon us to obey it, 
as no Power under Heaven can diſpenſe with. An- 
ls cannot do it, much leſs Man, for that would 
to:exalt themſelves above Gop. Therefore it 

is an High and dreadful Way of Sinning, to rebel 

— — nce, when it convinces of _ 

2.5 Duty. 


rr 


both Time and Judgment 
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Duty. Conſcience ſometimes reaſons it out with 
Men, and ſhews them the Neceſſity of changing 
their Courſe, arguing it from the cleareſt Maxims 
of right Reaſon, as well as from the indiſputable 
Sovereignty of Gop. | 


As for Inſtance: It convinceth their very Rea- 


| fon, that Things of eternal Duration are infinitely 
to be preferred to all momentary and periſhing 


Things. And it is our Duty to chuſe them, 

make all temporary Concernments to ſtand aſide, 
and give Place to them: Vet though Men be con- 
vinced of this, their ſtubborn Will ſtands out, and 


| will not yield to the Conviction. 


FURTHER, It ar from this acknowledge 


Truth, that all the Delights of this World are but 


a miſerable Portion, and that it is the higheſt Folly 


to adventure an immortal Soul for them. Alas, 


what Remembrance is there of them in Hell? They 
are the Waters that paſs away: What have they 
left of all their Mirth, but a tormenting Sting? 
It convinceth them clearly alſo, that in Matters of 
deep Concern, it is an high Point of Wiſdom, to 
apprehend and improve the nities of them, 
Prov. x. 5. He that gathers in Summer is a. wife 
Son. Eccleſ. viii. 5. A wiſe Man's Heart diſcerns 
. There is a Seaſon to every 


Purpoſe, Eccleſ. iii. 1. viz. A Nick of Time, 
and 1 when if a Man ſtrikes in, he 
doth his Work effectually, and with much Facility. 


Such Seaſons Conſcience convinceth the Soul of, 
and often whiſpers thus in its Ear: Now ſtrike in 


Cloſe with this Motion of the Spirit, and be happy 
for ever ! Thou mayſt never have ſſuch a Gale for 
Heaven any more. Now, though theſe be allow- 
ed. Maxims of Reaſon, and Conſcience enforee 


them ſtrongly on the Soul, yet 4it cannot m_—_ 
7 3 ; i 4 


* 


the proud ſtubborn Will rebels, and will not be 
'KEFLECTION;,.,' 


An LorD! ſuch an Heart have I had before 
"Thee; thus obſtinate, thus rebellious, ſo uncontro]- 


lable by Conſcience. Many a Time hath Con- 
ſcience thus whiſpered in my Ear; many a Time 
hath it Rood in my Way, as the Angel did in 
Balaam's, or the-Cherubim that kept the Way of 
the Tree of Life, with flaming Swords turning 
every Way. Thus hath it Rood to oppoſe me in 
the Way of my Luſts. How often hath it calm 
debated the Cafe with me? And how ſweetly ha 
at expoſtulated with me? How clearly hath it con- 
vinced of Sin, Danger, and Duty, with ſtrong 
Demonſtration ? How terribly hath it menaced my 
Soul, and ſet the Point of the Threatning at my 
very Breaſt? And yet my head- ſtrong AﬀeQions 
will not be remanded by it. I have obeyed the 
Voice of every Temptation: But Conſcience hath 
Joſt its Authority with me. Ah Loxp! what a 
Ad Condition am I in, both in Reſpe& of Sin and 
Miſery ? My Sin receives dreadful Aggravations; 
For Rebellion and Preſumption are hereby added to 
at. I have violated the ſtrongeſt Bonds that ever 
were laid upon a Creature. i 

not thus convinced and warned, the Sin had not 
been ſo great. Ab! this is to fin with an high 
Hand, to come near to the great and unpardonahle 
Tranigreſſion, Nſalm xix. 13. O how dreadful 
Way of Sinning is this, with open Eyes! And as 
my Sin is thus out of Meaſure ſinful, ſo my Pu- 
miſhment- will be out of Meaſure dreadful, if I per- 
Aſt in this Rebellion. Loxp, Thou haſt ſaid, 
1uch ſhail he beaten with many Stripes ; yea, LORD, 
and if ever my Conſcience, ;which by Rebellion i 
* | now 


my Conſcience had 


4 1 1 Mr 1 1 Rr 


8 2 2 FDS 


reer K.. 252 


f 


nꝛnh:! ß INN "I 
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now grown filent, ſhould be in Judgment awaken- 
ed in this Life, what an Hell ſhould I have within 


me! How would it thunder and roar upon me, and 
furround me with Terrors ! 


I xxow no Length of Time can wear out of its 
Memory what I have done; no Violence or Force 
can ſuppreſs it; no Greatneſs of Power can ſtifle it 
it will take the mightieſt Monarch by the Throat; 
no Mufick, Pleaſures or Delights can charm it. 
O Conſcience? thou art the Precteſt Friend, or 
the dreadfulleſt Enemy in the World ; thy Conſo- 
lations are incomparably ſweet, and thy Terrors 
inſupportable. Ah let me ſtand it out no longer 
againſt Conſcience ; the very Ship in which T fail, 
is a Confutation of my Madneſs, that ruſh greedily 
into Sin againſt both Reaſon and Conſcience, and 
will not <7 commanded by it. * O my Soul, 
this will be Bitterneſs in the End. 


2 
7 


0 AO 0000 
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OBSERVATION. 


y and . 
Pſalm vii. 25, 26, 2 

and raiſeth the flormy 2 nd, which li dend — 
Waves thereof : They mount ap to Heaven, they go 
down again to the Depths 3+ their Soul is melted he. 
cauſe of Trouble, they reel to and fro, 


= fagger 
Ie a drunken Man, they are at their Wits: End: 


Or, as it is in the Hebrew, All Wiſdom is ſwal- 
had up. What ſtrange Deliverances have many 


W. 1:1 
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| Seamen had? How often have they yielded them. 
ſelves for dead Men, and thought the next Sea 
would have ſwallowed them up? How earneſti 
then do they cry for Mercy? And pray in a Storm, 
though they regarded it not at other Times ? 


APPLICATION. 


| Taxst dreadful Storms do at once diſcover to 
us the mighty Power of God in raiſing them, and 
the abundant Goodneſs of God in preſerving poor 
Creatures in them. | 


1. TRE Power of God is graciouſly manifeſted 
in raifing them: The Wind is one of the Lon p“ 
Wonders, P/alm cvii. 24, 25. They that go down 
fo the Sea, Jee the Works of the Loxd, and bit 
Wonder: in the Deep ; 92 He commandeth and raijeth 
the flormy Winds, Yea, Verſe 18. Gop appro- 
priates it as a peculiar Work of His; He caufeth 
his Wind to blow. Hence, He is ſaid in Scripture, 
to-bring them forth of bis Treaſury, Pal. cxxxvii. 7. 
There they are locked up and refcrved, not a Guſt 
can break out, till He call for it to go and execute 
his Pleaſure: Yea, He is ſaid to bold them in his 
oo Prov. xxx. 4. What is more incapable of 
| ing than the Wind? Yet Gop holds it. And 
although it be a ſtrong and tetrible Creature, He 
controlls and rules it. Vea, the Scripture ſets forth 

Gon, as riding upon the Wings of the Wind, Pfa\m 
XViii. 10. It is a borrowed Speech from the Man- 
ner of Men, who, when they would ſhew their Pomp 
and Greatneſs, ride-uftbn ſome ftately Horſe or 
Chariot; ſo. the Loꝝx o to manifeſt the Greatneſs of 


his Power, rides upon the Wings of the Wind, and 


mill be admired in ſo terrible a Creature. 40 


1 
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AND no lefs of his glorious Power appears in re- 
manding them, than in raiſing them. The Heathens 
afcribe this Power ta their God Solus; but we 
know this is the ſole Prerogative of the true Gop; 
it is He that makes the Storm a Calm, Pſalm cvit. 
29. And it is He that changes them from Point to 
Point as He pleaſeth; for He hath appointed them 
in their Circuits, Eccleſ. i. 6. The [Vind goeth to- 
wards the Sauth, and turneth about unto the North; 
it whirleth about continually, and returneth again ac- 
cording to its Circuits. 2 1 | 


2. AND as we ſhould adore his Power in the 
Winds, fo ought we to admire his Goodneſs in 
preſerving Men in the Height of all their Fury and 
Likes O what a marvellous Work of Gop 
is here ! That Men ſhould be kept in a-poor, weak 
Veſſel, upon the wild and ſtormy Ocean, where 
the Wind hath its full Stroke, and they are driven 
before it as a Wreck upon the Seas, is a Work of 
infinite Goodneſs and Power: That thoſe Winds 
which rend the very Earth, Mountains and Rocks; 
break the Cedars, yea, the Cedars of Lebanon, 
ſhould not deſtroy you as in a Moment, is an 
amazing Inſtance of Almighty Power, an aſto- 
niſhing Work of Mercy. O how'dreadful is this 
Creature, the Winds, fometimes to you? And 
how doth it make your Hearts ſhake within you ? 
If but a Plank ſpring, or a Bolt give Way, you 
are all loſt. - Sometimes the. Lox pifor the Magni- 
fying of the Riches of his Goodneſs upon you, 
drives you to ſuch Exigencies, that, as St. Paul 
ſpeaks in a like Caſe, - As xvii. 20; All Hope of 
being Javed is taken 2 Nothing but Death be- 
fore your Eyes. The Lord commands a Wind 
out of his Treaſury, bids it go and liſt up the ter- 
rible Waves, lock you in upon the Shore, and 
drive you upon the Rock, ſo that no Art can ſave 

0 
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you; and then fends you a Piece of Wreck, ot 
ſome other Means to land you ſafe: And all this 
to give you an Experiment of his Goodneſs, that 
you may learn to fear that Gop, in whoſe Hand 
your Breath is. | 


AND it may be for the Preſent, your Hearts are 
much affected: Conſcience works ſtrongly, it 
ſmites you for Sins formerly committed. Now, 
faith Conſcience, Gop is come in this Storm to 
reckon with thee for theſe Things. But, alas, all 
this is but a Morning Dew; no ſooner is that 
Storm without allay'd, but all is quiet within too. 
How little of the Goodneſs of Gop abides kindly 


and effectually upon the Heart. 


REFLECTION. 


Ho often hath this glorious Power and Good- 

neſs of Gop paſſed before me in dreadful Storms 
and Tempeſts at Sea? He hath utter'd his Voice 
in thoſe ſtormy Winds, and ſpoken in a terrible 
Manner by them ; yet how little have I been af- 
ſected with it? The Lox D hath his Way in the 
Whirlwind, and in the Storm, Nah. i. 3. To ſome 
He hath walked in Ways of Judgment and Wrath, 
ſending them down in a Moment to Hell; but to 
me in a Way of Forbearance and Mercy. Ah, 
how often have I been upon the very Brink of E- 
ternity? Had not Gon ſhifted or allay'd the Wind, 
in a Moment I had gone down into Hell. What 
Workings of Conſcience were then upon me? And 
what terrible Apprehenſions had I of my eternal 
Condition? What Vows did I make in that Di- 
ſtreſs, and how earneſtly did I beg for Mercy! 
But, Lox d, though thy Vows are upon me, yet 
have I been the ſame, yea, added to the Meaſure 
of my Sins. Neither the Bonds Thou haſt laid 
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upon me, nor the ſacred Vows I have laid upon 


myſelf, could reſtrain me from Iniquity. 


An LoRD, what an Heart have I ? What Love, 
Pity and Goodneſs have I ſinned againſt? If Gop 
had but reſpited Judgment ſo long, what a Mercy 
were it! Sure I am, the Damned would account 
it ſo: But to give me ſuch a Space to repent, what 
an invaluable Mercy is this! And do I thus re- 
quite the LorD, and pervert and abuſe his Good- 
neſs? Surely, O my Soul, if this be the Fruit of 
all thy Preſervations, they are rather Reſervations 
to ſome further and ſorer Judgment. How dread- 
fully will Juſtice at laſt avenge the Quarrel of 
abuſed Mercy? 7%. xxi. 20. How grievouſly 
did God take it from the //raelites, that they pro- 
voked him at the Sea, even at the Red Sea? Pſal. 
cvi. 7. where Gop had wrought their Deliverance 
in ſuch a miraculous Way. * 


Even thus have I ſinned, not only againſt the 


| Laws of Gop, but againſt the Love of Gon. In 


the laſt Storm He ſhot off his Warning-Piece; in 
the next He may diſcharge his Murdering-Piece 
againſt my Soul and Body. O my Soul, hath He 
given thee ſuch Deltverances as 2 and dareſt thou 
again break his Commandments! Ezra ix. 13, 14. 


O let me pay the Vows that my Lips have uttered 


in my Diſtreſs, leſt the Lox p recover his Glory 
from me in a Way of Judgment! 


— ——— — . — — 9 
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OBSERYATION. 


HE Mariner wants no Skill and Wiſdom to 
improve ſeveral Winds, and make them ſer- 
viceable to his End: A bare Side-wind, by his Skill 
in ſhifting and managing the Sails, will ferve his 
Turn ; he will not loſe the Advantage of one Breath 
or Gale that may be uſeful to him. I have man 
Times wondered to ſee two Ships failing in a dired 
Counter-motion, by one and the ſame Wind. Their 
Skill and Wiſdom herein is admirable. 


APPLICATION. 


Trnvs prudent and ſkilful are Men in lower 
Matters, and yet how ignorant and unſki}ful in the 
everlaſting Affairs of their Souls ! All their Inven- 
tion, Judgment, Wit, and Memory ſeem to be 
preſt for the Service of the Fleſh. ey can learn 
an Art quickly, and arrive to great Exactneſs in it; 
but in Soul matters, no Knowledge at all; they can 
underſtand the Equator, Meridian, and Horizon. 
And ſo in other Arts and Sciences, we find Men 
endow'd with rare Abilities, and ſingular Sagacity. 
Some have piercing Apprehenſions, ſolid Judg- 
ments, rare Invention, and excellent Elocution: 
But put them upon any ſpiritual Matter, and the 
weakeſt Chriftian, even a Babe in Chri/t, ſhall ex- 
cel them therein, and give a far better Account of 

the Work of Grace, the Life of Faith than theſe 


Can. 
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REFLECTION. 


How inexcuſable art thou, O my Soul! and 
how confounded muſt thou needs ſtand before the 
Bar of Gop, in that great Day? Thou hadſt a 
Talent of natural Parts committed to thee, but 
which Way have they been improv'd ? I had an 
Underſtanding indeed, but it was not ſanctified; 
a Memory, but it was like a Sieve, that let go the 
Corn, and retain'd Nothing but Chaff; Wit and 
Invention, but alas none to do myſelf Good. Ah! 
how will theſe riſe in Judgment againſt me, and 
ſtop my Mouth? What Account thall I give for 


them in that Day? | 


AGAIN: Are Men (otherwiſe prudent) ſuch 
Fools in ſpiritual Things ? Then let the poor weak 
Chriſtian, whoſe natural Parts are blunt and dull, 
admire the Riches of God's Free Grace to him. 
O what an aftoniſhing Conſideration is this]! That 
Gop ſhould paſs by Men of the profoundeſt natyral 


Parts, and chuſe me, whoſe natural Endowments, 


compared with theirs, are but as Lead to Gold! 
Thus under the Law He paſs'd by the Lion and 
Eagle, and choſe the Lamb 2nd Dove. O how 
ſhould it make me to advance Grace, as Chriſt doth 
upon the fame Account, Matt. xi. 25. J thank 
Thee, Father, LoRD of Heaven and Earth, that 
Thou haſt hidtheſe Things fromthe Wiſe and Prudent, 
and revealed them to Babes, And let it ever be an 


| — Conſideration to me: For who made 


me to differ? Is not this one principal Thing Gop 
aims at, in calling ſuch as I am; that boaſting may 
be excluded, and Himſelf alone exalted. 
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OBSERFATION. 


EAMEN are very watchful to take their 
Opportunity of Wind and Tide; and it much 
concerns them ſo to be: The Neglect of a few 
Hours, ſometimes loſes them their Paſſage, and 
proves a great Detriment to them. They know 
the Wind is a variable Thing; they muſt take it 
when they may ; they are unwilling to loſe one 
Breath, that may be ſerviceable to them. 


APPLICATION. 


Tus are alſo Seaſons and Gales of Grace for 


our Souls; golden Opportunities afforded to Men, 
the Neglect of which proves the Loſs and Ruin of 
Souls. Gop hath given unto Men a Day of Viſi- 
tation, which He hath limitted, Heb. iv. 7. and keeps 
an exact Account of every Year, Month, and Day, 


that we have enjoy'd it. The longeſt Date of it 


can be but the Time of this Life. This is our Day 
to work in, and upon this ſmall Thread the 
Weight of Eternity hangs. But ſometimes the 
Seaſon of Grace is ended, before the Night of 
Death comes ; the accepted Time is gone, Men fre- 
quently out- live it, Luke xix. 44. 2 Cor. vi. 2. Or, 
if the outward Means of Salvation be continued, 

et the Spirit many Times withdraws from thoſe 

leans, and ceaſes any more to ſtrive with __ 
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and then the Bleſſing, Power, and Efficacy is gone 
* them, and inſtead thereof, a Curſe ſeizeth the 
Soul. | 


THEREFORE it is a Matter of high Importance, 
to apprehend thoſe Seaſons. How pathetically doth 
Chrift bewail Feruſalem up this Account! Luke 
xix. 42. O that thou hadf/t known, at leaſt in this thy 
Day, the Things of thy Peace ! but now they are hid 


from thine Eyes. If a Company of Seamen be ſet 


Aſhore upon ſome uninhabited Iſland, with this 
Advice, to be A-board again exactly at ſuch an 
Hour, elſe they muſt be left behind: How doth it 
concern them to be punctual in their Time ! The 
Lives of thoſe Men depend upon a Quarter of an 
Hour. Many a Soul hath periſhed eternally, be- 


cauſe they knew not the Time of their Viſitation. 


REFLECTION. 


WHAT golden Seaſons for Salvation haſt thou 
enjoy'd, O my Soul! What Halyon Days of 
Goſpel Light and Grace hadſt thou had! How 
have the precious Days of Grace blown to no Pur- 
poſe upon thee, and the Spirit . waited and ftriven 
with thee in vain: The Kingdom of Heaven (being 
open'd in the Goſpel Diſpenſations) hath ſuffered Vi- 
dence, Multitudes have been preſſing into it in my 
Days, and I myſelf have ſometimes been almoſt 
perſuaded, and not far from the Kingdom of Gop: 
I have gone as far as Conviction of Sin; yea, I have 
been carried by the Power of the Goſpel, to turn 
to Gop; but Sin hath been too ſubtle for me: I fee 
my Reſolutions were but as an early Cloud, os 
Morning-dew ; and now my Heart is cold and 
dead again, ſettled upon its Lees. Ah! I have 
Cauſe to fear and tremble, leſt Gop hath left me 
under that ;Curſe, Rev, xx. II. Let him that is fil- 

I : thy 
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thy, be filthy fill. I fear I am become as that miry 
Place, Eze4. xlvii. 11. that ſhall not be healed by the 
Streams of the Goſpel, but given to Salt, and curſed 


into perpetual Barrenneſs. Ah Loxp, wilt Thou 
leave me ſo! And ſhall thy Spirit ſtrive no more 


with me? Then it had been good for me that I had 


never been born. If I have trifled out this Seaſon, 
and irrecoverably loſt it, then I may take up that 
Lamentation, Fer. viii. 20. and ſay, My Harveſt is 
paſt, my Summer is ended, and I am not ſaved. 


Every Creature knows its Time, even the Tur- 
tle, Crane, and Swallow, know the Time of their 
Coming, Jer. viii. 2 How brutiſh am I, that 
have not known the Time of my Viſitation ! Oh 
Thou that art the Lox D of Life and Time, command 
one gracious Seaſon more, and make it effectual to 
me, before I go hence, and be ſeen no more ! 


NN NN MMM Nx 
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OBSERVATION. 


HE moſt wiſe Gon hath ſo diſpenſed his 
Bounty to the ſeveral Nations of the World, 
that one ſtanding in Need of another's Commodi- 


ties, there might be a Commerce and Traffick main - 
tain'd amongſt them all, and all combining in a 


common League, may,. by the Help of Naviga- 
MT A mud} Ceres abimnch ecder; ; 
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APPLICATION. 


Tus hath Gob deſtributed the more precious 
Gifts and Graces of his Spirit among his People : 
Some excelling in one Grace, ſome in another, 
though eve Cree, in ſume Degree, be in them 
all. As in Nature, though there be all the Facul- 
ties in all, yet ſome Faculties are in ſome more 
lively and vigorous than in others; ſome have 
a more vigorous Eye, others a more ready Ear, 
others a more voluble Tongue; ſo it is in Spiritu- 
als. Abraham excell'd in Faith, Fob in Patience, 
fore in Love. Theſe were their peculiar Excel- 
encies. All the elec Veſſels are not of one Quan- 
tity ; yet even thoſe that excel others in ſome par- 
ticular Grace, come ſhort in other Reſpects of thoſe 
they ſo excel, and may be much improv'd by Conveiſe 
with ſuch, as in ſome Reſpects are much below them. 
The ſolid, wiſe, and judicious Chriſtian may want 
the Livelineſs of Affection, and Tenderneſs of 
Heart, that appears in the weak ; and one that ex- 
cels in Gifts and Utterance, may learn Humility 


from the very Babes in Chi. 


AND one principal Reaſon of this different Diſ- 
| tribution, is to maintain a Fellowſhip among them 
| all, 1 Cor, 12. 21. The Head cannot 155 to the Feet 
| 1 have no Need of you. As in a Family, where 
there is much Buſineſs to be done, even the little 
Children bear a Part, according to their Strength, 
fer. vii. 18. The Children gather Wood, the Fathers 
indle the Fire, the Women knead the Dough: So in 
the Family of Chriſt, the weakeſt Chriſtian is ſer- 
viceable to the ſtrong. 7 % 


THERE be precious Treaſures in theſe earthen 
Veſſels, for which we ſhould trade by mutual Com- 
munion. The Preciouſneſs of the Treaſure, ſhould. 


draw out our Deſires and Endeavours after it; and 
the 
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the Conſideration of the Brittleneſs of thoſe Veſſel; 
in which they are kept, ſhould cauſe us to be the 


more expeditious in our trading with them, and 


make the quicker Returns: For when thoſe Veſſels 


I mean the Bodies of the Saints) are broken by 
th, there is no more to be gotten out of them. 
That Treaſure of Grace which made them ſuch 
profitable Companions on Earth, then aſcends with 
them in Heaven: And then, though they be more 
excellent than on Earth, yet we can have no more 
Communion with them, till we come to Glory 
ourſelves. Now therefore it behoves us to be en- 
riching ourſelves by Communication of what Gop 
hath dropt into us, and Improvement of them ; as 
one well notes. We ſhould do by Saints, as we 
uſe to do by ſome choice Book lent us for a few 
Days, weſhould fix in our Memories, or tranſcribe 
all the choĩce Notions we meet with in it, that they 
may be our own when the Book is called for, and 
we can have it no longer by us. 


REFLECTION. 


LorD, how ſhort do I come of my Duty in 
communicating to, or receiving Good by others ! 
My Soul is either empty and barren, or if there be 
any Treaſure in it, yet it is but as a Treaſure Jock- 
ed up in ſome Cheft, whoſe Key is loſt when it 
ſhould be open'd for the Uſe of others. Ah Loxp! 
I have finned greatly, not only by vain Words, 
but finful Silence. I bave been but of little Uſe 
in the World. 


How little alſo have I gotten by Communion 
with others? Some, it may be, that are of my own 
Size, or Judgment, or that I am otherwiſe obliged 
to, I can delight to converſe with : But O, where 
is that Largeneſs of Heart, and general D_ | 
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them? O what an Improvement had I made of my 
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ſhould have to, and in all thy People? How many 
of my old dear Acquaintance are now in Heaven, 
whoſe Tongues were as choice Silver, while they 


were here, Prov. x. 20. And, blefſed Souls ! how 
communicative were they of what Thou gaveſt 


Talent this Way, had I been diligent'! Lorp par- 
don my Neglect of thoſe bleſſed Advantages. O 
let all my Delight be in thy Saints, who are the 
excellent of the Earth. Let me never go out of 
their Company, without an Heart more warmed, 


quickened, and enlarged, than when I came amongR 


them. | | 
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OBSERVATION. 


HE Rocks, tho” ſituate in the boiſterous and 
tempeſtuous Ocean, yet abide firm and im- 
moveable from Age to Age: The impetuous Waves 


| daſh againſt them with great Violence, but cannot 
| remove them out of their Place. And although, 


ſometimes they waſh over them, and make them to 
_ yet there they remain fix'd and impreg- 
be. 


APPLICATION. 


THis is a lively Emblem of the Conditi- 
on of the Church, amidſt all Dangers and 


Oppoſitions wherewith it is aſſaulted in this 


World. Theſe Waves roar and beat with Violence 
| | againſt 
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againſt it, but with as little Succeſs as the Se 
againſt the Rocks, Matt. xvi. 18. Upon this Ret 


 wull I build my Church, and the Gates of Hell fhal 


not prevail againſt it. The Gates of Hell, are the 
Power and Policy of Hell, an Alluſion to the 
Gates of the Fews, wherein their Ammunition for 
War was lodged, which alſo were Seats of Judi- 
cature, where fate the Judges: But yer theſe Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail. Nay, this Rock is not 
only invincible in the Midſt of their Violence, but 
alſo breaks all that daſh againſt it, Zech. xii. 3. Ir 
that Day I will make — a burthenſome Stont 
for all Peeple : All that burden themſelves with it, 
Hall be cut in Pieces, though all the People of thi 
Earth be gatherd againft it. An Alluſion to one 
that aſſays to roll ſome great Stone againſt the Hil, 
_ at laſt returns upon him, and crulhes him to 
leces 


AND the Reaſon why it is thes * and impreg 


| nable, is not from itſelf ; for alas, ſo conſidered, it 


is weak, and obnoxious to Ruin; but from the Al- 
mighty Power of Gop, which guards and preſerves 
y and Night, P/al. xlvi. 5, 6. Gop 7s in th 
Midi of ber, Re hall net be moved: -Gop fhall hel 
ber, and that right early. And this aſſiduous Suc- 
cour to his People, and their great — thereby, 
is ſet forth in the Scriptures by a pleaſant Variety of 
Metaphors and Emblems, iris ji. 5. 1 (faith the 
Lox) will be a Wall of Fire round about it. Some 
think this Phraſe alludes to the Cherubim, that kept 
the Way of the Tree of Life with flaming Swords: 
Others, to the fiery Chariots round about Dothan, 
where Eliſba was: But moſt think it to be an Al- 
luſion to an ancient Cuſtom of Travellers in the 
Deſarts; who to prevent the Aſſaults of wild Beaſts 
in the Ni ght, made a circular Fire round about 
them, —— was as 2 Wall to — Toney 
OD 


| yet (as a learned 
| whom He uſes. this tender Expreſſion, were none 
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Gop be to his People, a Wall of Fire, which none 
can ſcale. So Exod. iii. 3, 4, 5. We have an ex- 
cellent Emblem of the Churches low and dangerous 
Condition, and admirable Preſervation. You have 
here, both a Marvel and a Myſtery : The Marvel 
was to ſee a Buſh all on Fire, and yet not conſum- 
ed. The Myſtery is this; the Buſh repreſented 
the ſad Condition of the Church in Ægypt; the 
Fire flaming upon it, the grievous Afflictions, Trou- 
bles, and Bondage it was in there; the remaining of 
the Buſh unconſumed, the ſtrange and admirable 
Preſervation of the Church in thoſe Troubles. Tt 
lived there as the three noble Jews, untouch'd in 
the Midſt of a burning Fiery Furnace: And the 
Angel of the Lord in a Flame of Fire in the Midſt 
of the Buſh, was Nothing elſe but the Lorp 7e/us 
Coriſt, powerfully and gracioufly preſent with his 
People, amidſt al their Dangers and Sufferings. 
The Lorp is exceeding tender over them, and jea- 
lous for them, as that Expreſſion imports, Zech. ii. 
8. He that toucheth you, toucheth the Apple of mine 
Eye. He that ftrikes at them, ſtrikes at the Face 
of Gop; and at the moſt excellent Part of the 
Face, the Eye; and at the moſt tender and pre- 
cious Part of the Eye, the Apple of the Eye. And 
Clos obſerves) this People of 


of the beſt of J/rael neither; but the Reſidue that 

ſtaid behind in Babylon, when their Brethren were 

fone to rebuild the Temple; and yet over theſe, is 
e as tender, as Man is over his Eye. 


i 


REFLECTION. 


| And is the Security of the Church ſo great! and 
its Preſervation ſo admirable, amidft all Storms and 
Tempeſts! Then why art thou ſo ſubje& to de- 
ſpond, O my Soul, in the Day of Sior's * ? 
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\ Senſible thou waſt, and oughteſt to be; but ne 


Reaſon to hang down the Head through Diſcou- 
ragement, much leſs to forſake Sion in her Diſtreh, 
for Fear of being ruin'd with her. 


War David ſpake to Abrathar, 1 Sam. xxii, 
23. that may Sion ſpeak to all her Sons and Daugh. 
ters in all their Diſtreſſes: Though he that ſeeketh thy 
Life, ſeeketh Mine aiſo, yet with * Me ſhalt thou be in 
Safety. Gon hath entail'd great Salvation and 
Deliverances upon Sion; and bleſſed are all her 
Friends and Favourers ; the Rock of Ages is her 
Defence. Fear not therefore, O my Soul, though 
the Hills be removed, and caſt into the Midſt of the 
Sea. O let my Faith triumph, my Heart rejoice 
upon this Ground of Comfort. I ſee the ſame Rocks 


now, and in the ſame Place and Condition they 


were many Years ago. Though they have endured 
many Storms, yet there they abide ; and fo ſhall 
Sion, when the proud Waves have ſpent * Fury 
and Rage * it. 
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CHAP. XII. 


 _ OBSERVATION. 


OW exceeding ſollicitous and adventurous 
H are Seamen "ach a ſmall Portion of the World? 
ow prodigal of Strength and Life for it ? They 
will run to the Ends of the Earth, engage in a thou- 
ſand Dangers, upon the Probability of getting a 
ſmall Eſtate. Hopes of Gain makes them willing 


to adventure their Liberty, yea, their Life; and en- 


| coun 
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eourage them to endure Heat, Cold, and Hunger, 
and a thouſand Streights and Difficulties, to which 


they are frequently expoſed. A; 
APPLICATION. 


p How hot and eager are Mens Affections after 


the World? And how remiſs and cold towards 
Things eternal ? hangs hve careful and troubled 
about many Things, but ſeldom mind the great 
and neceſſary Matter, Luke x. 40. hey can riſe 
early, go to Bed late, eat the Bread of Carefulneſs: 
But when did they ſo deny themſelves for their poor 
Souls? Their Heads are full of Deſigns and Projects 


to get or advance an Eftate: Ve will go into ſuch 


a City, continue there a Year, and buy and ſell, and 
get Gain Jam. iv. 13. This is the Maſter-defign, 
which engroſſeth all their Time, Studies, and con- 
trivances, The Will hath paſt a Decree for it, the 
Heart and Affectiouns are fully let out to it, 7 hey 
will be rich, 1 Tim. vi. 9. This Decree of the 
Will, the Spirit of Gop takes deep Notice 
of it, and indeed it is the cleareſt Diſcovery 


of a Man's Condition: For, look what is 


higheſt in the Eſtimation, firſt and Jaſt in the 
Thoughts, and upon which we ſpend our Time 
and Strength with Delight; certainly, that is our 
Treaſure. The Heads and Hearts of good Men 
are full of ſollicitous Cares and Fears about their 
ſpiritual Condition : The great Deſign they drive 
on, to which all other Things are but Things on 
the Bye, is to make ſure their Calling and Election. 
This is the Weight and Bias of their Spirit; if 
their Hearts wander after” any other Thing, This 
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REFLECTION. 


Lorp, this hath been my Manner from my 


Youth, may the worldly Man ſay; I have been la- 
bouring for the Meat that periſheth ; diſquieting 
myſelf in vain, full of Projects for the World, 
and unwearied in my Endeavours to compals an 
earthly treaſure ? Yet therein I have either been 
check'd by Providence; or, if I have obtained, 
yet I am no ſooner come to enjoy that Comfort | 
promiſed myſelf. in it, but I am ready to leave it 
all, to be ſtrip'd of it by Death, and in that, Day 
all my Thoughts peri But in the mean Time, 
what have I done for my Soul? When did I ever 
break a Night's Sleep, or deny myſelf, for it? Ah 
Fool that I am? to nouriſſi and pamper a vile Body, 
which muſt ſhortly lie under the Clods, and be- 
come a loathſlome Carcaſs; and, in the mean 
Time, neglect and undo my poor Soul, which par- 
takes of the Nature of Angels, and muſt live for 
ever: I have kept others Vineyards, but mine own 
J have not kept; I have been a Drudge and Slave 
to the World: Ia a worſe Condition hath my Soul 
been, than others that are condemned to the Mines. 
Lord change my Treaſute, and change my Heart! 
O let it ſuffice that I have been thus long labour- 
ing in the Fire, for very Vanity. Now gather 
up my Heart and Aﬀections in thyſelf, and let 
my great now be, to ſecure a ſpecial Intereſt 
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ease % %% hee 
CHAP xX. ; 
OBSERVATION. — 


\H E RE are Multitudes of living Cue 
in the Sea. When Gop bleſſed the Waters, 
Hu faid, Let the Waters bring forth abundantly, 
both Fiſh and Fowl, that move in it, and fly about 


it. Vet all thoſe Multitudes of Fiſh and Fowl, 


both in Sea and Land, are cared and provided ſor-. 
The gi vel them their Meat in die Sea; Thou pb 
of fg.” Hand, and 2 A the Defire of every living 

8. 


LPPLICHTION. | 


Iv" Gov ue Care for the Fiſnes of dle Se, 
* the Fowls of the Air, much more will He care 
and provide for thoſe that fear Him. When the Poor 
and Needy ſeek Water, and there is none, and their 
Tongue Fw for Thirſt; I the Loxp will hear 
them, I the Gop of Iſrael till not forſale them, Ia. 
li. 17 Tate ne Thought for your Life, (faith the 
Lon p) 3 __ FF wo 43 er 
for the Body, what ye fþ on. Which He backs 
with an Argument — 's Providenee over the 
—. Gop would — his People be with- 
out Carefulneſs (i. e.] anxious Care, And to caſt 
their Care upon Flim, for He careth for them.” There 
be two main Arguments in the Goſpel. 
to quiet and fatisfy our Hearts in this Particular : 
The one is, — of Fefus Chriſs amounts 
FRE: "a ; to 
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to more than all thoſe Things come to; yea, in 
beſtowing Him, He has given that which eminent- 
y compichends all thoſe inferior Mercies in it, Ron. 
viii. 32. He that ſpared not his own Son, but delitur- 
Him p fer us all, how fhail He not with Him fr e- 
h give us all Thiigs? And, 1 Cor. iii. 22. Al 
Things are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt i. 
Govp's. Another Argument is, That Gop gives MW 
theſe temporal Things to thoſe He never gave Ce 
unto, and therefore there is no great Mitter in | 
them: Yea, to thoſe, which in a little while, zre | 
to be thiuit into Hell, P/al. xvii. 14. Now, it 
Gop cloath and feed his Enemies, if (to alud,; to 
that, Zuke Xii. 28.) He cloath this Graſs, which 
Jo- dey is in its Pride and Glory in the Field, and 
To- morrou is caſt into the Oven, into Hell; how 
much more will He cloath and provide for you that 


THr1s Gonp that feeds all the Creatures, is you 
Father, and a Father that never dies; and there- 
fore you ſhall not be as expoſed Orphans, that ate 
the Children of ſuch a Father. For He hath fait, if 
4 will never leave you, nor forſoke ycu, Heb. xiii. 3 
I have read of a good Woman, that in all W ants 
and Diſtreſſes, was wont to encourage herſelf with 
that Word, The LorD.lveth, But one I ime be 
ing in deep Diſtreſs, and forgetting. that Conſola- 
tion, one of her little Children came to her, and 
ſaid, Mother, why weep you ſo? is GoD dead! 
Which Words frum a Child, ſhamed her out d 
her unbelieving Fears. And brought her Spirit to 


How ſweeta Life might Chriſtians live, coul 
they but bring their Hearts to a full Subjection to 
the Will of hon To be content not only witi 


what He commands and approves, but alſo 1 
o | : * 4 | W 


— 
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what He allots and appoints. It was a fweet Reply, 
that a Woman once made upon her Death-bed, to 
= riend that afked her, Whether ſhe was more woil- 
1g to live or die ? She anſwered, I am pleaſed with 
115 Gop pleaſeth, Yea, aid 'her Friend, but i 
Gop Jhould refer it to you, which woutd you ' chuſe ? 
Truly, faith * op ſhould re to ne, 1 
nll ref refer it to Him again. Ah bleſt Life! when 
e Will is fwallowed t up in the W i of God, and 
the Heart at reſt in his Care and Love, and pleaſed 
with all his rag aj 


REFLECTION: 


I REMEMBER my Fault this Day may many a 
Soul ſay. Ah how faithleſs and diſtruſtful have I 
been, notwithſtanding the great Security Gop hath 


8˙ en to my Faith, both in his Word and Works ! 


my Soul, thou haſt preatly y ſinned therein, and 
diſhonoured thy Father ! I have been worſe to my 
Father, than my Children are'to me. 4 
ble not their Ae ts with what they eat or 


drink, or put on, Gln truſt to my Care and Provi- 


ſion for that: Yet I cannot truſt my Father, tho I 
have ten thouſand Times more Reaſon ſo to do, 
than they have to truſt me. Surely, unleſs I were 
jealous of my Father's Affection, could: not be fo 
dubious of his Proviſion for me. I ſhould rather 
wonder that I have ſo much, than repine I have no 
more. I ſhould rather have been troubled that I 
have done no more for Gop, than that I have re- 
ceived no more from Gan. I have notprackined 
it to the World by my Canverſation, that I have 
found' a Sufficieticy in Klum alone. How have 1 
debaſed the Faithfufneis and e 
and magnißed theſe earthly Triſſies by 8 
about them? Had I had more Faith, N 


would not have made ſuch a heavy Heart. Loxn, 
| 23 bo 
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how often haſt Thou convinced me of this Folly, 
and put me to the Bluſh, when Thou haſt con- 
futed my Unbelief ; ſo that I have reſolved never 
to diſtruſt Thee more, and yet new Exigencies re- 
new this Corruption? How contradictory alſo have 
my Heart and my Prayers been? I pray for them 
conditionally, and with Submiſſion to thy Will; 
I dare not ſay to Thee, I muſt have them; yet this 
hath been the Language of my Heart and Life. Q 
convince me of this Folly ! OTE ©. 


CHAP. XIV. 
OBSERVATION. _ 


HE Waters of the Sea in themſelves, are 

brackiſh and unpleaſant, yet being exhaled 
by the Sun, and condenſed into Clouds, they fall 
down into pleaſant ſhowers ; or, if drained thro 
the Earth, their Property is theceby altered ; and 
that which was ſo ſalt in the Sea, becomes exceeding 
ſweet and pleaſant in the Springs. 4 


APPLICATION. 


_ AFELICTIONS in themſelves are evil, very bitter 
and unpleaſant. Yet not intrinſically evil, as Sin 
is ; for if ſo, the Holy Gop would never own it 
for His own AQ, as He doth, Mic. iii, 2. But 
it is evil, as it is the Fruit of Sin, and grievous unto 
Senſe. But though it be thus brackiſh and unples- 
ſant in itſelf, yet paſſing through Chrift, it Joſes 
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that ungrateful Property, and becomes, pleaſant in 
the Fruits thereof unto Believers _ 


Yea, ſuch are the bleſſed Fruits thereof, that 
they are to account it all Joy, when they fall into 
divers Afflictions, Jam. i. 2. David could bleſs 
(30D, that He was afflicted; and many have done 
the like. A good Woman once compared her Af- 
flictions to her Children; (faith ſhe) They put me 
in Pain in bearing them ; yet as 1 know not which 


Child, ſo neither which Affiidtion I could be without. © 


SOMETIMES the Loxp ſanctifies Affliction to 
diſcover the Corruption that is in the Heart, Deut. 
viii. 2. It is a Furnace to ſhew the Droſs. When 
a ſharp AMiQtion comes, then the Pride, Impati- 
ency, and Unbelief of the Heart appear. When 
the Water is ſtirred, then the Mud and Sediment 
that lay at the Bottom riſe. Little (faith the af- 


flicted Soul) did I think, there had been in me that 


Pride, Self-love, Diſtruſt of Gop, carnal Fear, 
and Unbelief, as I now find. O where is my Pa- 
tience, my Faith, my Glory in Tribulation? Now 


| what a bleſſed Thing is this, to have the Heart thus 


; 


Ac: Sanctified Aflictions diſcover the Eniip 
tineſs of the Creature. Now the Lord hath ſtained 


its Pride, and'vailed its tempting Splendor, by this or 


that AMiQtion ; and the Soul ſees what a. ſhallow 
deceitful Thing it is. The World (as one hath truly 
obſerved) is then only great in our Eyes, when we 
Bur AMidion ' makes us work 
ſpiritual, and then it is Nothing. It drives us nearer 
to GoD, makes us ſee the Neceſſity of the Life of 
Faith, with Multitudes of other Benefits. Ns 
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Bor yet theſe ſweet Fruits of Affliction do ng 
naturally ſpring from it: No, we may as well lock 
for Grapes from Thorns, or Figs from Thiſtles, 
as for ſuch Fruits from AMiQion, til Chr:iJPs ſanc- 
tifying Hand and Art have paſt upon them. 


Tux Reaſon why they become thus ſweet and 
pleaſant is, becauſe they run now into another Chan- 
nel; Fefus Chri/t hath removed them from Mount 
Ebal to Gerizim; they are no more the Effects a 
vindictive Wrath, but paternal Chaſtiſement, (and 
as one well notes) A teaching Afiction is the Reſult 
F all the Offices of Jeſus Chriſt. As a King, He 
chaſtens; as a Prophet, He teacheth, viz. by chaſten- 
ing ; and as a Pract, He bath purchaſed this Grace 
of the Father, that the dry Rod might bloſſom, and 
ar Fruit. Behold then, a Lanctißed Alfliction i; 
a CUP, whereinto . Jeu Chriff hath wrung and 
reſs d the Juice and Virtue of all his atory 
Offices. _ Surely, that muſt be a Cup of generous 
Wine, a Cup of Blelling to the People of Gob. 


REFLECTION. 


" Hence may the unſanctified Soul refle&t upon 
itſelf; O my Soul, what Good haſt thou gotten by 
all, or any of thy Afﬀictions; God's Rod bath 
been dumb to thee, or thou deaf to it. I have not 
learned one holy Inſtruction from it. My Trouble 
have leſt me the fame, or worſe than they found 

me; my Heart was proud, earthly and vain before, 

and ſo jt remains ſill; They have not purged out, 
but only given Vent to the Pride, and Atheiſm of 
my Heart. I bave been in my Afflictions, as Abc: 
was in his, 2 Chron. xxviii. 22. Who in the Hd 

of his Diſtreſs, yet treſpaſſed mare and more bgainf! 
Hon D. When I have been in Storms at Sea, 
or Troubles at Home, my Soul within me _— 
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been as a raging Sea. Surely this Rod is not the 
Rod of Gop's Children. I have proved but Droſs 
in the Furnace, and I fear the Lox D will put me 
away as Droſs, as He threatens to do the Wicked. 


HENCE alſo ſhould holy Souls draw much En- 
couragement amidſt all their Troubles. Theſe are 
the Fruits of God's fatherly Love to me ! Why 
ſhould I fear in the Day of Evil? or tremble any 
more at Affliction ? Tho' they ſeem as a Serpent at 
a Diſtance, yet are they a Rod in Hand. Blefled 
de that ſkilful and gracious Hand, that makes the 
Rod, the dry Rod to bloſſum, and bear ſuch pre- 


cious Fruit. 


Loxp ! what a Myſtery of Love lies in this 
Diſpenſation ! That Sin which firſt brought Afflic- 
tions into the World, is now itſelf carried out of 
the World by Affliction. O what can fruſtrate my 
Salvation, when thoſe very Things that ſeem mol 
to oppoſe.it, are made ſubſervient to it; and con- 
trary to their own Nature promote and further it 
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OBSERVATION. 


: T is a wonderful Work of Gop, to bound 


ſuch a vaſt and furious Creature, as the Sea; 
which, according to the Judgment of many learned 
Men, is higher than the Earth; and that, it hath 
a Propenſion to overflow it, is evident, both from 
Nature and Motion; were it. not, that bay 15 
* 25 v | 9 OD 
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Gon had laid his 2 upon it. And this a Work 
wherein the Lox v glories, Pſalm civ. g. Thou haft 
fet a Beund, that they may not f aſs over, that they 
turn not again to cover the Earth. Which it is Clear 
they would do, were they not thus limitted. 80 
EO; 8, 10, 11. 50 ſhut wp the Seas with 
»' When it brake forth, as if it bad iſſued out of 
the IWamb ? I brake up for it my decreed Place, and 
ft Bars and Doors, and ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt thay 
come, but uo further; and here ſhall thy proud Waves 

Se. laid. 71511 4 | 


EIN 


Ann no leſs is the glorious Power and Mercy of 
Goo diſcovered in bridling the Rage of Sutan and 
his Inſtruments, that they break not in upon the 
Inheritance of the Loxd and deſtroy it. Seh, 
the At ff Man rf y viſe. Thee, ani the Ke: 

rath-thou ales ruin, Pal. Ixxvi. 10. 
which it is more than Fines, that there is 2 
Id of Rage andMalice in the Hearts of wieked 
Men, which fain would, but cannot vent itſclf, 
becauſe the Lox p regen or as the Hebrew, 
Girds it vp. Satan is the envious: Ove, and his 
Rage is great againſt the People of Gop, Rev. 
xii. 12. But God holds him and all his Inſtru- 


ments in a Chain ; and it igwdllforGod's People, 
that it is ſo. 


Tuzv are limitted as Geben and ſo the Loxp 

a providential Way ſpeaks to them, Hlitberto 
von go, and no further. Sometimes He ties 

& ſhort, that they cannot touch his Peo- 

ple, though they have the greateſt Opportunities 
and Advantages, P/alm ev. 12, 13, 14, 15. ben 
they were but a few Mem in Number, yea, — . 
and N when they went from one Nation 
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another; from one , Kingdom. to another Peaple; He 
ſuffered no Man to da them ee yea, He reproved 
ings for their Sakes, ſayings i Touch not mine A. 
nainted, and do vy Prophets ua Harm. And ſome- 
times He permits them to trouble his People, but 
then ſets Bounds to them, beyond which they muſt 
not paſs. Rev. ii. 10. Behold, the Devil ſhall caſt 
fome 7 you into Priſen, that you may be tried, and 
ye ſhall haue Tribulation ten; Days. 2 
Hrkk are four remarkable Limitations upon 
Satan and his Agents, in Reference to the People 
of God: A Limitation as to the Perſons, not all, 
but ſume: A Limitation of the Puniſbment, a Pri- 
ſon, not a Grave, not Hell: A Limitation upon 
them as to the Eud, for Trial, not Ruin: And 
laſtly, as tothe Duration, not as long as they pleaſe, 
but ten Days. „ „ vin 


O my Soul, what Comfort and Conſolation 
mayſt thou ſuck from the Breaſt: of this Truth, in 
the darkeſt Day of Trouble? Thou ſeeſt how the 
| flowing Sea drives to overwhelm the Earth: Who 
has arreſted it in its Courſe, and ſtopt its Violence ? 
Who has confined it to its Place? - Certainly none 
other but the LoxD. When I ſee it threaten the 
Shore with its proud, furious and inſulting Waves, 
I wonder it doth not ſwallow up all; but I fee it 
no ſooner touch the Sands, which Gop hath made 
its Bounds, but it retires, and as it were with Sub- 
miſſion, reſpects thoſe Limits which Gop hath 
Tuus the fierceſt Element is reprefſed by che 
feebleſt Thing: Thou ſeeſt alſo, how full of 
Wrath and Fury wicked Men are, bow they rage 


% 
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like the troubled Sea, and threaten to overwheln 
thee, and all the LorD's Inheritance: And then 
the Floods of ungodly Men make thee afraid, yet 
are they reſtrained by an inviſible Hand, that th 

cannot execute their Purpoſe, nor perform their 
Enterprize. How full of Devils and devilized 
Men, is this lower World? Yet in the Midſt of 
them all, haſt thou hitherto been preſerved. O 
my Soul, admire and adore that glorious Power oſ 
Gop, by which thou art kept unto Salvation. I; 
not the Preſervation of us in the Midſt of ſuch 
Hoſts of Enemies, as great a Miracle, though not 
ſo ſenſible, as the de endes of thoſe three Jew: 
in the Midſt of the fiery Furnace? For there is 2 
ſtrong a Propenſion in Satan, and wicked Men, 
to deſtroy us, as in the Fire to burn. O then let me 
chearfully addreſs myſelf to the faithful Diſcharge 
of my Duty, and ſtand no longer in a laviſh Fear 


of Creatures, who can have no Power againſt me, | 


but what is given them from above, John xix. 11. 
And no more ſhall be given than ſhall turn to the 
Glory of Gop, P/alm Ixxvi. 10. and the Advan- 


tage of my Soul, Rom. viii. 28. 

c HAT. xv _ 
OBSERVATION. 
Of how great Uſe and Neceſſity is the Compak 


to Seamen ? Though they can coaſt a little 
Way, yet they dare not venture far into the Ocean 


without. It directs and ſhapes their Courſe ſot 


| them: And if by the Violence of Wind and Wes 
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ther they be driven beſide their due Courſe, yet by 
the Help of this they are brought to Rights again. 
It is wonderful to conſider, how by the Help of 
this Guide they can run in a direct Line many 
hundred Leagues, and at laſt fall right with the 
ſmalleſt Iſland; which is in the Ocean, compara- 
tively, but as the Head of a ſmall Pin upon a 
Table. ; f OOTY” 


SPPLICAIHTION. 
WHAT the Compaſs, and all other Inſtruments 


are to the Navigator, that and much more is the 


Word of Gop to us in our Courſe to Heaven. 
This is our Compaſs to ſteer our Courſe by, and 
it is truly touched ; he that orders his Converſation 
by it, ſhall ſafely arrive in Heaven at laſt. As 
many as walk according to this Rule, Peace be on them, 
and Mercy. {WY | | 


Tris Word is as neceſſary to us in our Way te 
Glory, as a Lamp or Lanthorn in a dark Night. 
This is a Light: ſhining in a dark Place, till the 
Day dawn, and the Day-/tar wry in our Hearts, 
2 Pet. i. 19. If any that profeſs to know it, and 
own it as a Rule, miſs Heaven at laſt; let them 
not blame the W ord for miſguiding them, but their 
own negligent and deceitful Hearts, that ſhape not 
their Courſe to its Preſcriptions. | 


WHAT Blame can you lay upon the Compaſs, 
if you ſteer not exactly by it? How many are there, 
that neglecting this Rule, will coaſt it to Heaven 
by their own Reaſon? No Wonder ſuch fall ſhort, 
and periſh in the Way. This is a faithful Guide, 
and brings all that follow it to a bleſſed End. Thou 
ſhalt guide me with thy Counſel, and afterwards re- 
ceive me .to Glory, Pſalm Ixxiii. 24. The whole 
+ Yor. XLIII. r | hundredth 
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hundredth and nineteenth Pſalm in ſpent is Com- 
mendation of its tranſcendent Excellency and Uſe. 
fulneſs. Luther profeſſed, that he would not take 
the whole World in Exchange for one Leaf of it, 
Lay but this Rule before you, and walk accurately 
Y it, and you cannot be out of your Way to 


caven. 


SOME, indeed, have opened their blaſphemous 
Mouths againſt it; as Julian, that curſed Apoſtate, 
who feared not to ſay, There was as good Matter 
in Pbocillides, as in Salomon. And the Papiſts ge- 
nerally flight it, making it a lame imperfect Rule; 
yea, making their own Traditions the Touchſtone 

of Doctrines, and Foundation of Faith: They ſct 
up their Inventions above it. And thus do they 
make it void, or, as the Word ſignifies, att. 
xv. 6. unlord it, and take away its Authority as a 
Rule. But thoſe that have thus ſlighted it, and 
follow Bye-paths, take not Hold of the Paths of 
Life. All other Lights to which Men pretend, in 
the Neglect of this, are but falſe Fires, that will 
lead Men into the Pit of Deſtruction. 


REFLECTION. 


AnD is thy Word a Compaſs, to direct my 
Courſe to Glory? O where am I then like to arrive 
at laſt, that in all my Courſe have neglected it, and 
ſteered according to the Counſel of my own Heart? 
Lozxn, I have not made thy Word the Man of my 
Counſel, but conſulted with Fleſh and Blood: 1 
have not enquired at this Oracle, nor {ſtudied it, 
and made it the Guide of my Way; but walked 
after the Sight of my Eyes, and the Luſt, of my 
Heart. Whither, Loxp, can I come at laſt, but 
to Hell, after this Way of Reckoning? Some have 


lighted thy Word profeſſedly, and I have ſlighied 
7 Ink 
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it practically. I have a poor Soul embarked for E- 
ternity ; it is now floating on a dangerous Ocean, 
Rocks and Sands on every Side, and I go adrift 
before every Wind of Temptation, and know not 
where Iam. Ah LorD, convince me of the Dan- 
ger of this Condition. O convince me of my Ig- 
norance in thy Word, and the fatal Conſequence 
thereof. Lokb, let me now reſolve to ſtudy 

prize, and to obey it; hide it in my Heart, that I 
may not ſin againſt it. Open my Underſtanding, 
that I may underſtand the Scriptures: Open my 
Heart to entertain it in Love. O Thou that bal 
been ſo gracious as to give a perfect Rule, 4 me 
alſo a perfect Heart, to walk by that Rule to 
Glory! = | 


#CSELSSPIEESISESS 


CHAP. XVIL 


OBSERVATION. 


HE Sea hath its alternate Courſe and Motion, 
its Ebbings and Flowings: No ſooner is it 
High-water, but it begins to ebb again, and leave 
the Shore naked and dry, which but a little before 
it covered and overflowed. And as its Tide, fa 
alſo its Waves are the Emblem of Inconftancy, 
ſtill rolling this Way and that, never fixed and 
quiet. Inſlabilis unda: As fickle as a Wave, is 
common to a. Proverb. See James i. 6. He that 
wavereth is like a Wave of the Sea, driven with 
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APPLICATION. 


Trvs mutable and inconſtant are all outward 
Things; there is no depending on them; Nothing 
of Subſtance, or any ſolid Conſiſtence in them, 
1 Cor. vii. 31. The Faſhion of this World paſſeth 
away. It is an high Point of Folly to depend upon 
fuch Vanities, Prov. xxiii. 5. hy wilt thou /et, 
(or, as it is in the Hebrew) cauſe thine Eyes to fy 
upon that which is not? For Riches certainly make 
emfelves Wings and fly away, as an Eagle toward 
Hraven. In flying to us (faith Augu/tine) they 
have alas vi de paſſerinas, ſcarce a Sparrow's 
Wings; but in flying from us, Wings as an Ea- 
gle.” And thoſe Wings they are ſaid to make to 
themſelves, 7. e. the Cauſe of its Tranſitorineſs is 
in itſelf; the Creature is ſubjected to Vanity by 
Sin; they are ſweet Flowers, but withered pre- 
ſently, James i. 10. As the Flower 1 Graſs, / 
Hall the rich Man fade away. The Man is like the 
Stalk or Graſs, his Riches are the Flower of the 
Graſs, his Glory and outward Beauty; the Stalk 
is ſoon Withers. but the Flower much ſooner. 
This is either. withered upon, or blown off from 
it, while the Stalk abides. Many a Man outlives 
his Eftate and Honour, and ſtands in the World as 
a bare dry Stalk in the Field, whoſe Flower, Beau- 
ty and Bravery is gone; one Puft of Wind blows 
it away, one churliſh eaſterly Blaſt ſhrivels it up. 


How mad a Thing is it then, for any Man to 
be lifted up in Pride, upon ſuch a Vanity as this is; 
to build ſo lofty a Roof upon ſuch a feeble, totter- 
ing Foundation? We have ſeen Meadows full of 
Flowers, mown down and withered, Men of great 
Eftates impoveriſhed ſuddenly: And when, like a 


Meadow that is mown, they have begun to reco- 
_ 
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ver themſelves again, (as the Phraſe is) the Loxn 
hath ſent Graſboppers ia the Beginning of the Sboot- 
ing A the latter Growth, Amos vii. 1. Juſt as 

aſhoppers and other Creatures devour the 
ſecond tender Herbage, as ſoon as the Field begins 
to recover its VerdureF ſo Men, after they have 
been blaſted by Providence, begin after a While 
to flouriſh again, but then comes ſome new AMic- 
tion and blaſts all. None have more frequent Ex- 
perience of this, than you that are Merchants and 
Seamen, whoſe Eſtates are floating: And yet fuch 
as have had the — Security in the Eye of Rea · 
ſon, have, notwitf _— experienced the Va- 


nity of theſe THE Gallimer, King of the Fan- 
olo 


dals, was brought ſo low, that he ſent to his Friend 
for a Spunge, a Loaf of Bread, and an Harp; a 
Spunge to dry up his Tears, a Loaf of Bread to 
maintain his Life, and an Harp to ſolace himfelf 
in his Miſery. Belliſarius was a Man famous in 
his Time, General of an Army; yet having his 
Eyes put out, and ſtript of all earthly Comte, 
was Jed about, crying, Date obolum Belliſaro, 
Give one Penny to poor Belliſarius. Inftances in 
Hiſtory of this Kind are infinite. Men of the 
greateſt Eſtates and Honours, have nevertheleſs 
become the very Ludibria Fertunæ, as one ſpeaks, 


The very Scorn of Fortune. 


Yea, and not only wicked Men, that have 
gotten their Eſtates by Rapine and Oppreſſion, have 
lived to ſee them thus ſcattered by Providence ; 
but ſometimes good Men have had their Eſtates, 
how juſtly ſoever acquired, feattered by Providence 
alſo. Who ever had an Eftate better gotten, or 
better managed, than Fob? ' Yet all was over- 


_ thrown and ſwept away in a Moment, though in 


a — 


Mercy to him, as the Iſſue demonſtrated. © 
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O THEN, what a Vanity is it to ſet the Heart, 
and let out the Affections on them? You can never 
depend too much upon Gop, nor too little upon 
the Creature. 1 Tim. vi. 17. Charge them that 
are rich in this IWorld, that they be not high minded, 
and truft in uncertain Riche l 


REFLECTION. 


ARE all earthly Things thus tranſitory and vain! 
Then what a Reproach and Shame is it to me, 
that the Men of this World ſhould be more in- 
duſtrious in the Proſecution of ſuch Vanities, than 
I am to enrich my Soul with everlaſting Treaſure ? 
O my Soul, thou doſt not lay out thy Strength and 
Earneſtneſs for Heaven, with any Proportion to 
what they do for the World. I have indeed higher 
Motives, and. a ſurer Reward than they : But as 
I have an Adyantage above them herein, ſo have 
they an Advantage above me in the Strength and 
Entireneſs of the Principle by which they are acted. 
What they do for the World, they do with all their 
Might ; they have no contrary Principle to oppoſe 
them; their Thoughts, Strength, and Affection, 
is entirely carried in one Channel: But I muſt 
ſtrive through a thouſand Difficuities and Contra- 
dictions. my Gop, ſhall not my Heart be 
more enlarged in Zcal, Love, and Delight in Thee, 
than theirs are after their Luſts ? O let me once 
fnd it fo! | 


AGaiN, is the Creature ſo vain and unſtable, 
then why are my Affections ſo eager after it? And 
why am I fo apt to dote upon its Beau „ eſpecially 


when Gop is ſtaining all its Pride and Glory! 


O that my Spirit were raiſed above them, and 
my Converſation more in Heaven ! O that like m- 
| | | Ange 5 
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» Rev. x. 1, 2. which came down from 
Heaven, and ſet one Foot upon the Sea, and ano- 
ther upon the Earth, having a Crown upon his 
Head, ſa I might ſet one Foot upon all the Cares, 
Fears and Terrors of the World, and another 
upon all the tempting Glory of the World; tread- 
ing both under Foot in the Duſt, and 1 
_ with Nothing but ſpiritual Excellencies an 


E l e 
Gn TR ©. 


OBSERVATION. 


HE Waves of the Sea are ſometimes raiſed 

by Gop's Commiſſion, to be Executioners 

of his Threatnings upon Sinners. When Jenab 
fled from the . of the Lord to Tarſhifh, 
the Text faith, The Lox D ſent gut a great Hind 
into the Sea, and there was a mighty Tempeſt, ſo that 
the Ship was like to be broken, Jonah i. 4. Theſe 
were Gop's Bailiffs, to arreſt the Run-away Pro- 
phet. And P/alm cxlviii. 8. the ſtormy Winds 
are ſaid to fulfil his Word; not only his Command, 
in riſing when Gop bids them, but his Word of 
Threatning alſo. And hence it is called a de/troying 
Wing, Jer. li. 1. and a fformy Wind in God's 


Fury, Ezck. xiii. 13. 


“;. .. 

Ir theſe be the Executioners of the Loxp's 
Threatnings, how ſad then is their Condition that 
SER put 
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ue Sea under the Guilt of their Sins? If Goy 


Id commiſſion the Winds to go after and arreſt 
thee for all thou oweſt Him, where art thou then 
How dare you put forth under a Divine Threat, 
before all be cleared betwixt Gon and thee ? Sins 
in Scripture are called Debts, Matt. vi. 12. They 
are Debts to Gop; not that we owe them to Him, 
or ought to fin, but becauſe they render the Sinner 
obnoxious to God's Judgments. All Sinners muſt 
undergo the Curſe, either in their own Perſon, ac- 
cording to the Letter of the Law, Gen. ii. 17, 
Gal. iii. 10. or their Surety, according to the 


tacit Intent of the Law manifeſted to be the Mind 


of the Law-giver, Gen. iii. 15. Gal. iii. 13, 14. 


Now, he that by Faith hath Intereſt in his 
Surety, hath his Diſcharge ſealed in the Blood cf 
Chri/t : But if thou be an impenitent Sinner, thy 
Debt remains upon thine own Score: And be ſur: 
thy Sin will find thee out, wherever thou gueſt}, 
Numb. xxxii. 23. 1. . God's revenging Hand for 
Sin will be upon thee: Thou mayſt loſe the Sight 
of thy Sins, but they loſe not the Sight of thee; 
they follow after, as the Hound doth the fleeting 
Game upon the Scent, *till they have fetched thee 
up: And then conſider, how fearful a Thing it is 
fall into the Hands of the living God. How foon 
may a Storm arreſt, and bring thee before the Bat 
of Gop ? F 1 


REFLECTION. 


O My Soul, what a Caſe art thou in, if this be 
ſo? Are not all thy Sins yet upon thine own Score! 
Haſt thou not made light of Chrift, and that pre- 
_ cious Blood of His, and hitherto perſiſted in thy 
Rebellion againſt Him? And what can the Iſſue df 
this be, but Ruin? There is abundant oO 
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deed for returning Sinners; but the Goſpel ſpeaks 
of none for impenitent Sinners. And though ma- 
ny who are going on in their Sins are overtaken 
by Grace, yet there is no Grace promiſed to ſuch 
as go on in Sin. If Gop ſhould arreſt me by the 
next Storm, and call me to an Account for all that 
I owe him, I muſt then lie in the Priſon of Hell 
to all Eternity; for I can never pay the Debt: 
Nay, all the Angels in Heaven cannot 2 for 
it: Being * I am under all the Curſes in 
the Book of G 

little longer! O diſcover thy Chriſi unto me, and 
give me Faith in his Blood, and then Thou art 
fully ſatisfied, and I pa, at once. O re- 
quire not the Debt at my Hand, for then Thou 
wilt never be ſatisfied, nor I acquitted. What 
Profit, LorD, is there in my Blood! O my Soul, 
make Haſte to Chr:ift, thy City of Refuge; thou 
knoweſt not how ſoon the Avenger of may 
overtake thee. 1 | 


AAAS STATS ESTES ++.++, 
C HAP. XIX. 


OBSERVATION. 


N Storms the richeſt Commodities are caft 
overboard ; they ſtand not upon it, when Life 
and all is in Haul, Fonah i. 5. The Mariners 
Caſt forth the Wares that were in the Ship into the 
dea, to lighten it. How highly ſoever Men prize 
ſuch Commodities, yet Reaſon tells them, it were 
better thoſe ſhould periſh, than Life. Satan wow 
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ſelf could ſay, Skin for Skin, and all that a Man 

hath will he give for his Life. 
APPLICATION. 


Ay furely, it is every Way as highly reaſons- 
ble, that Men ſhould caſt out and cut off their 
deareſt Luſts, rather than their immortal Soul 


Aink and periſh in the Storm of Gop's Wrath. | 


Life, indeed, is a precious Treaſure, and highly 
valued by Men: A living Dog is better than a dead 

Lien. And we find Men willing to part with their 
Eftates, Limbs, or any outward Comfort, for the 
Preſervation of it. Woman in the Goſpel 
ſpent all ſhe had on the Phyſicians for her Health, 
a Degree below Life. 


Som indeed much over-value their Lives, and 
= with Chris and Peace of Conſcience for it; 
but he that thus faves it, ſhall Joſe it. Now, if 
Life be ſo much worth, what then is the Soul 
worth ? . 


Lirg is more worth than all the World, but 
my Soul is more worth than ten thouſand Lives. 
Nature teacheth you to value the firſt ſo high, and 
Grace ſhould teach- you to value the ſecond much 
higher. Now here is the Caſe: Either you muſt 
part with your Sins, or with your Souls; if theſe 
de not caft out, both muſt ſink together. Goy 
faith to you in this Caſe, as to Abab, when be 
ſpared Benhadad, 1 Kings xx. 42. Becauſe thou haft 
let go a Man, which Gop hath appointed to Deſtruc- 
tion, therefore thy Life ſhall go for his Life. Guilt 
wy raiſe a Storm of Wrath, as Jenab did, if not 
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N | 
AnD muſt Sin or the Soul periſh? Muſt my 


Life, yea, my eternal Life go for it, if I ſpare it? 


O then let me not be cruel to mine own Soul, in 
ſparing my Sin. O my Soul, this fooliſh Indul- 
gence will be thy Ruin: If I ſpare it, Gop hath 
faid, He will not ſpare me, Deut. xxvi. 20. 


Ir is true, the Pains of Mortification are ſharp, 
but yet eaſter than the Pains of Hell: To cut off a 
Right Hand, or pluck out a Right Eye, is hard; 
but to have my Soul cut off eternally from Gop, 


is harder. Is it as eaſy, O my Soul, to burn for 


them in Hell, as to mortify them on Earth? 


| Surely, it is profitable for me, that one Member pe- 


riſe, rather than that a. be caſt inta Hell. 


IskEz the Merchant willing to part with rich 
Wares, if embarked with them in a Storm: And 
thoſe that have gangreen'd Legs or Arms, willing- 
ly ſtretch them out to be cut off, to preſerve Life: 


nd ſhall I be willing to endure no Difficulties for 


my Soul ? Chrift reckon'd Souls worth his Blood ; 
and is it not worth my Self-denial? Lox, let me 
not warm a Snake in my Boſom, that will at laſt. 
ſting me to the Heart. 7 1 


* 
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OBSERVATION. 


HEN the Sea works and is tempeſtuous, 

it is not in the Power of any Creature to 

appeaſe it. When the Zgyprtians would 

expreſs an Impoſſibility, they did it by the PiQure 
of a Man treading upon the Waves. It is ſtoried 
of Canute, an ancient Daniſh King, that when a 
mighty Storm of Flattery aroſe upon him, he ap- 
peaſed it by ſhewing that he could not appeaſe the 
Sea: One of his Courtiers told him, as he rode 2 
near the Seaſide, That he was Lord of the Sea, as be 
well as Land. Mell, ſaid the King, we Hh ſe je 
that by and by: And fo went to the Water. ſide, I in 
and with a loud Voice cried, O ye Sea and Wave, Wh 
come no farther, touch not my Feet. But the Sea bi 
came up, notwithſtanding that Charge, and con- 
futed the Flattery. But J:/us Chrift hath the 

Command of them indeed: It is ſaid of Him, 
Hatt. viii. 26. That He rebuked them: And, Mark 
iv. 38. He quiets them with a Word, Peace, be 
2 : As one would huſh a Child, and it obeyed 
im. | | 


APPLICATION. 


Conscience, when awakened by the Terror 
of the Logo, is like a raging tempeſtuous Sea; 
ſo it works, ſo it roars ; and it is not in ea 
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of all the Creatures to quiet it. Spiritual Terrorss 
as well as ſpiritual Conſolations, are nat known 
'till felt. When the Arrows of the Almighty are 
ſhot into the Spirit, and the Terrors of Gop ſet 
themſelves in Array againſt the Soul; when the 
Venom of thoſe Arrows drink up the Spirits, and 
thoſe Armies of Terrors charge violently up it, as 
Job vi. 4. what Creature then is able to ſtand be- 
fore them] Even God's own Children have felt 
ſuch Terrors as have diffracted them, Pf. Ixxxi. 51. 
Conſcience is the Seat of Guilt. It is like a Burn- 
ing-Glaſs, it contracts the Beams of the Threat- 
nings, twiſts them together, and reflects them on 
the Soul, untill it ſmoke, ſcorch, and flame. If 
the Wrath of a King be like the Roaring of a 
Lion, then what is the Almighty's Wrath ! which. 
is burning Wrath, Job xix. 11. tearing Wrath, PC. 

J. 22. and abiding Wrath, Job iii. 16. 


In this Caſe no Creature can relieve, all are 
Phyficians of no Value; ſome under theſe Terrors 
have thought Hell more tolerable, and by a vio- 
lent Hand have thruſt themſelves out of the World 
into it, to avoid theſe Gnawings: Vet Fe/us 
Chrift can quickly calm theſe Waves alſo, and 
huſh them with a Word; yea, He is the Phyſt- 
cian, and no other. It is the Sprinkling of his 
Blood which allays thoſe Heats within: That 
Blood of Sprinkling ſpeaks Peace, when all other 
have practiſed upon the Soul to no Purpoſe ; and 
the Reaſon is, becauſe He is a Perſon in whom 
Gop and Man, Juſtice and Mercy meet, and kiſs 
22 And hence Faith fetches in Peace to 
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REFLECTION. 


Ca none appeaſe a troubled Conſcience but 0 
Chrijt? Then learn, O my Soul, daily more and 
more to favour that glorious Name, even Jeſu, 
that delivers not only from the Wrath to come, 
but that which is felt here alſo. If the Foretaſte 
of Hell be fo intolerable, if a few Drops let fall 
on the Conſcience in this Life, be ſo ſcalding and 
inſufferable, what is it to have all the Vials poured MI / 
out to Eternity, when there ſhall be nothing to 


| divert or allay it. 


Here Men have ſomewhat to abate thoſe Ter. MW Se 
rors, ſome Hopes of Mercy, at leaſt a Poſſibility; N 
but there is none. O my Soul ! how art thou (: 
loaded with Guilt? And what wouldſt thou be, MW M 
ſhould Gop rouſe that ſleepy Lion in thy Boſom! en 
My Condition is not at all the better, becauſe my MW 
Conſcience is quiet : The Day is coming, when 
it muſt awake, and will lighten and thunder ter- 
ribly within me, if I get not Chri/t firſt. O Loxo, 
who knows the Power of thy Wrath? O let me 
not carry this Guilt out of the World with me, MF 
to maintain thoſe everlaſting Flames ? Let me 0 
gre no Sleep to mine Eyes, nor Slumber to my 5 

ye-lids, *till I feel the Comfort of that Blood of 4 


Sprinkling, which alone ſpeaketh Peace. 8 
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SO DENDSSSHDESSSSSSSS 


CHAP. XXI 
OBSERVATION. 


HE Providence of God in furniſhing us 
with ſuch Plenty of Fiſh, is not lightly to 
be paſſed over. We have not only ſeveral Sorts 
of Fiſh in our own Seas, which are caught in their 
Seaſons; but from ſeveral Parts, eſpecially the 
Weſtern Parts of England, many Sail of Ships are 
ſent yearly to the American Parts of the World: 
Whence every Year is brought Home, not only 
enough to ſupply our own Nation, but many thou- 
ſand Pounds worth alfa yearly returned from Spain, 
and other Countries; by which Trade many 
thouſand Families ſubſiſt. 


APPLICATION. 


Bur what Return do we make to Heaven for 
theſe Mercies? What Notice is taken of the 
Hand of Providence, which thus ſupplies and - 
feeds us with the Bleflings of the Sea; I fear 
there are but but few that own it, and are careful 
to make Return accordingly. Men do not conſi- 
der, that their Worls are in the Hand of Gon, 
Eccleſ. ix. 1. And even thoſe that have the moſt 
immediate Dependence upon Providence, as Mer- 
chants and Seamen, yet are very prone to under- 
take Deſigns in the Confidence of their own Wiſ- 
dom and Induſtry; not looking higher for the 


end burn Incenſe to their Drag, becauſe ly them their 
B b 2 Portion 


Blefling. They often ſacrifice to their own Net, 
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| Portion is fat, and their Meat plenteous, Hab. i. 


16. viz. They attribute what is due to Gop, 


unto the Creature. Now this is a Sin highly pro- 


voking to the LoRD: For look in what Degree 
the Heart cleaves to m7 other, in the mag 
gree it departs from the living Gop. 


Axp how do you think the bleſſed Gon will 
take it, to ſee Himſelf thus debaſed, and the Crea- 

ture exalted into his Place; to ſee you carry your- 
ſelves to the Creature as to a Gop, and to the 
bleſſed Gop as to a Creature. Surely, it is a great 
and common Evil, and ſuch as will blaſt all, if 
not timely diſcovered and lamented, If we make 
Fleſh our Arm, it is juſt with God to wither and 
dry up the Arm. Do we not, my Brethren, look 
upon ſecond Cauſes, as if they had the main Stroke 
in out Buſineſs? And paſs by Gop, as if He came 
in but by the Bye ? But certainly, all Endeavours 
will be unſanctified, if not ſucceſsleſs, in which 
| Gop is not eyed. 


IT is in vain fer you to riſe up early, and fit up 
tate, and eat the Bread of Sorrows ; for ſo He giveth 
his beloved Sleep, PI, cxxvii. 2. i. e. It is to no 
Purpoſe for Men to beat their Brains, tire their 
Spirits, and rack their Conſciences for an Eſtate. 
The true Way of acquiring and enjoying the 
Creature, is by ſubmitting quietly to the Will of 
Gop, in a prudent and diligent, yet moderate 
Uſe w lawful Means; Nothing can thrive with us 
till then. T7. 


REFLECTION. 


War then ſhould I diſquiet myſelf in vain, and 
rob myſelf of my Peace, by theſe unbelleving 
Cares and Diftradtio ns? This hath been 4 Sin! 


have 
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{ have ated as if my Condition had been at my 
own Diſpoſal; I have eyed Creatures and Means 
too much, and God too little. How have my 
Hands hanged down with Diſcouragement, when 
ſecond Cauſes have diſappeared, or wrought croſs 
to my Deſigns, ready to transfer the Fault on this 
Thing, or that! And again, how apt am II to be 
vainly lifted up, when I ſee myſelf furniſhed with 
outward Proviſion? Oh, what a Gop-provoking 
Wickedneſs is this! How oft hath Providence 
checked my Preſumption, and daſhed many hope- 
ful Projefts? Yet have I not owned it, as I ought, 
ind ſubmitted to it. It is a Wonder this hath not 
cloſed the Hand of Providence againſt me, and 
pulled down a Curſe upon all: Ah Lorp, let me 
now learn to acquaint myſelf with Thee ; then ſhall 
F decree a Thing, and it ſhall be eſtabliſhed, Job 


xxii. 28. 


CH AF; . XE: 
OBSERFATION. 


HERE is Skill in Fiſhing : They that go 
to Sea on a Fiſhing Voyage, uſe to go prov 
vided with their Craft (as they ficly call ir) with» 
out which they can do Nothing. They have their 
Lines, Hooks of ſeveral Sizes, and their Bait: 
They carefully obſerve their Seaſons; when the 
Fiſh falls in, then they ply their Buſineſs Day and 
Night. | | a 
Bb 3 4 
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APPLICATION. 


Zur how much more ſkilful and induftrious is 
Satan to enſnare and deſtroy Souls? The Devil 
makes a Voyage as well as you; he hath his Baits 
for you, as you for the Fifh ; he hath his Devices 
and Wiles to catch Souls; he is a Serpent, an old 
Serpent; too crafty for Man in his Perfection, 
much more in his degenerate State, his Under- 
ſtanding being hurt by the Fall, and all his Facul- 
ties poiſoned and petverted. 


.. Divixts obſerve four Ste 
tan's tempting Power. 


Hiri, He can find out the Conſlitution-evils of 
Men; he knows to what Sin their Natures are 
more eſpecially inclinable. 


ps or Degrees of Sa- 


Secondly, Hz can propound ſuitable Objects to 


thoſe Luſts; he can exactly hit every Man's Hu- 
mour: As Agrippina mixed her Poiſon in that 
Meat her Huſband loved beſt. 


Thirdly, He can caft Motions into the Mind, to 
cloſe with thoſe tempting Objects; as it is ſaid of 
= John xii. 2. The Devil put it into bis 


 Pourthly, He can ſollicit, irritate, and provoke 
the Heart, and, by thoſe reſtleſs Sollicitations, 

weary it ; and hereby he often draws Men to 
commit ſuch Things as ſtartled them in the firſt 


AL. this he can do, if he find the Work flick 
and meet with Difficulties ; yet doth he not act to 
the utmoſt of his Skill and Power, at all Times 


and 
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and with all Perſons; neither indeed need he ſo to 


do, the very propounding of an Object is enough 
to ſome without any further Sollicitation. 


| AND beſide all this, his Policy much appears in 
the Choice of Place, Time, and Inſtruments to 
tempt by: And thus are poor Souls caught, as 
Fiſhes in an evil Net, Eccleſ. ix. 12. The carnal 
Man is led by Senſe, as the Beaſt, and Satan 
handles and fits him accordingly. He uſeth all 
Sorts of Motives, not only internal, but external 
and ſenſitive alſo; as the Sparkling of the Wine, 
when it gives its Colour in the Glaſs: The Har- 
lot's Beauty, whoſe Eye-lids are Snares, hiding al- 
ways the Hook, and concealing the Iſſue from 
them. He promiſes them Gain and Profit, Plea- 
ſure and Delight, and all that is tempting, with 
Aſſurance of Secrecy. By theſe he faſtens the fa- 
tal Hook in their Jaws, and thus they are led Cap- 
tive at his Will. 5 | 


REFLECTION. 


Av is Satan ſo ſubtle and induſtrious to entice 
Souls to Sin? Doth he thus caſt out his golden 
Baits, and allure Souls with Pleaſure to their 
Ruin? Then how doth it behove thee, O my 
Soul, to be jealous and wary | How ſtrict a Guard 
ſhould I ſet upon every Senſe ! Ah, let me not ſo 
much regard how Sin comes towards me in the 
Temptation, as how it goes off at laſt. The 
Day in which Sedom was deſtroyed, began with 2 
— Sun-ſhine, but ended with Fire and Brim- 

one. 


I MAY promiſe myſelf much Content in the Sa- 


. tisfaction of my Luſts: But O, how certainly will 
it end in my Ruin! Abab, doubtleſs, promiſed 


 himfelf 
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himſelf much Content in the Vineyard of Nabth, 

but his Blood paid for it in the Portion of Jez- 

reel, The Harlot's Bed was perfumed to entice ' 
the ſimple young Man, Prov. vii. 17. But thoſe 
Chambers of Delight proved the Chambers of 
Death, and her Houſe the Way to Hell. With 

what a ſmiling Face doth Sin come on towards me 

in the Temptations ! How doth it tickle the Fancy 

and pleaſe the deceived Heart ? But what a dread- 

ful Upſhot hath it? The Delight is quickly gone, 

but the Guile thereof remains to amaze and terrify 
the Soul with ghaſtly Forms, and dreadful Repre- 
ſentations of the Wrath of Gop. | 


and faſten it, ſo it hath its Horrors and Stings to 
torment and wound: And as certainly as I fee. 
| thoſe go before it to make Way, ſo certainly ſhall 
| I find theſe follow after, and tread upon its Heels. 
No ſooner is the Conſcience awakened, but all 
thoſe Delights vaniſh as a Night-viſion, or as a 
Dream when one awakes; and then I ſhal) cry, 


/ 
| : 
As Sin hath its Delights attending it to enter ( 

( 

} 

0 


| 
f « Here is the Hook, but where is the Bait? ( 
| Niere is the Guilt and Horror, but where the De- 0 
| light that was promiſed ? And I, whither ſhall MW © 
now go? Ah, my deceitful Luſts ? You have en- « 
1 ticed and left me in the Midſt of all Miſeries.“ 1 
; | | y 
| ( 
is 
: 
* # <& 4 G 
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CHAP. XXII. 


OBSERVATION. 


HERE are many ſad Complaints abroad 

that Trade fails, nothing turns to Account. 
And though all Countries be open and free for 
Traffick, yet there ſeems to be a Dearth, a ſecret 
Curſe upon Trading. You run from Country to 
Country, and come Loſers Home. Men can hard- 
ly render a Reaſon of it ; few hit the right Cauſe 
of this Jud gment, ; 


APPLICATION. 


Tur Succeſs in Trade is from the Bleſſing of 
Gop, I ſuppoſe few are ſo Atheiſtical, as to deny 
or queſtion. The Devil himſelf acknowledges it, 
Job i. 10. Thou h bleſſed the Work of his Hands, 
and bis Subſtance is increaſed in the Land. It is not 
in the Power of any Man to get Riches, Deut. 
viii. 18. Thou fhalt remember the LorpD thy God, 


for it is He that giveth thee Power to get Wealth. It 


is his Blefling that makes good Men rich, and his 
Permiſſion that makes wicked Men rich. The 


Maxim came from Hell: Every Man is the Con- 


triver of his own Condition:“ Certainly, The Good 
of Man is not in his own Hand, Job xxi. 16. Pro- 
motion cometh not from the Eaft er Ne, Pſalm. 
Ixxvi, 6. 7. | 


Turs 


r 
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Tuis being acknowledged, it is evident, that 
in all Diſappointment, and Want of Succeſs in our 
Callings, we ought not to ſtick in ſecond Cauſes, 
but to look higher, even to the Hand of Gop: 
For, whoſe it is to give the Bleſſing, His alſo it is 
to with-hold it. And this is as clear .in Scripture 


as the other. It is the Lord that takes away the 


Fiſhes of the Sea, Hof. iv. 81 Zeph. i. 3. It is 
He that cur/eth our Blaſſings, Mal. ii. 2. 


Tuts Gop doth as a Puniſhment for Sin, and 
the Abuſe of Mercies: And therefore in fuch Caſes, 
we ought not to reſt in general Complaints of one 
another, but ſearch what thoſe Sins are that pro- 


voke the Lord to inflict ſuch Judgments. 


AND here I muſt requeſt your Patience to bear 
a plain and cloſe Word of Conviction. My Bre- 
thren, I am perſuaded theſe are the Sins, among 
many other, that provoke the Lond to blaſt all 
your Employments. 


1. Ovn undertaking Defigns without Prayer. 
Alas, how few of us * in with Gop ? Intereſt 
Him in our Dealings, and aſk Counſel and Direc- 
tion at his Mouth. Prayer is that which ſanctifies 


all Employments. The very Heathen could ſay, 


Joe Principium, They muſt begin with Gon. 
O that we had more Prayers and fewer Oaths 


2. InjusTIcE and Fraud in our Dealings. A 


Sin to which Merchants are prone. This is that 


which will blaſt all our Enjoyments. 


3. An over-earneſt Endeavour after the World. 
Men make this their Buſineſs, they will be rich: 
And hence it is, they are not only unmerciful to 
themſelves, in wearing and waſting _ own 

| | = pirits, 
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Spirits, with carking Cares, but to ſuch alſo as 
they employ ; neither regarding the Souls nor Bo- 
dies of Men : Scarce affording them the Liberty of 
the Lox D's Day, (as hath been too common in 
cur Ne- found land Employments;) or if they 
have it, yet they are ſo worn out with inceſſant 
Labours, that that precious Time is ſpent either 
in Sleep or Idleneſs. It is no Wonder Gop gives 

u more Reſt than you would have, ſince that 

ay of Reſt hath been no better improved. This 
Over-doing hath not been the leaſt Cauſe of our 
Undoing. | 


La/ily, Our Abuſe of Proſperity, when Gop 
7 it; making Gop's Mercies the Food and 

uel of our Luſts. When we had an Affluence 
of outward Bleflings, this made us ict against 
Gop: Yea, grow proud of our Strength and 
Riches. How few of us in the Days of our Proſ- 
perity, behave our ſelves as good Jebeſaphat did? 
2 Chron. xvii. 5, 6. He had Silver and Gola in A. 
bundance, and bis Heart was lifted in the May of 
God's Commandments ; not in Pride and Infolence. 


REFLECTION. 


ARE theſe the Sins that blaſt our Bleſſings, and 
wither our Mercies ? O then let me ceaſe to won- 
der it is no better, and rather admire that it is no 
worſe with me; that my Neglect of Prayer, In- 
Juſtice in Dealings, Earthly- mindedneſs, and Abuſe 
of former Mercies, have not provoked Gop to 
ſttip me naked of all my Enjoyments. Let me 
humbly accept from the Loxp the Puniſhment of 
my Iniquities, and lay my Hand upon my Mouth. 
And O that theſe Diſappointments might convince 
me of the Creatures Vanity, and cauſe me to 
drive on another Trade for Heaven; then hal I 

| rc 
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adore thy Wiſdom in rending from me thoſe ido- 
lized Enjoyments. Ah Lorp, when I had them, 
my Heart was a 5 Drudge to them. How 
did then for lect Duty, and not 
mind my etern Concern ! F theſe had not pe- 

riſhed, in all Probability I had periſhed. My 

Go, let my Soul proſper, and — a ſmall . 
tion of theſe Things ſhall afford me more Comfort 
than ever I had in their greateſt Abundance. 4 
little that a righteous Man hath, is nat than the 
Riches of many wicked. | 


MMK Nx 


CHAP. XXIV. 


OBSERFVATION. 


HERE are Fiſhes of Prey in the Sea, as 
well as Birds and Beaſts of Prey on the 
Land. Our Seamen tell us, how the devouring 


Whales, Sharks, and other Fiſhes, follow ſmaller 


Fiſh, and devour Multitudes of them. - It is fre- 
uent with us, in our own Seas, to * ſeveral 
maller Fiſhes in the Bellies of the greater ones; 

yen, I have often heard Scamen ſay, That the 

poor little Fry, when purſued, are h ſenſible of 
the Danger, that they have ſometimes ſeen Multi- 
tudes of them caſt themſelves upon the Shore, 

and periſh ys” to avoid the Danger a —_ 
devoured. | 


| Tus 
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APPLICATION. 


Tuus cruel, mercileſs, and oppreflive are wick 
ed Men, whoſe fender Mercies are Cruelty, Prov. 
xxii. 10. We ſee the like Cruelty in our Extor- 
tioners, and over-reaching Sharks aſhore, who 

rind the Faces of the Poor, and regard not the 
Gries of the Fatherleſs and Widows, but fill their 
Houſes with the Gain of Opp eſſion. Theſe are, 
by the Holy Ghoſt, compared to the Fiſhes of the 
Sea, Hab. i. 13, 14. This is a _ Sin, yea, 
it ſends up a loud cry to Heaven for 

Exod. xxii. a3 If thau affiidt the Widow and the 
Fatherleſs, and they cry unto Me, I will 2 hear 
their Cry. Nay, Gov will not only hear their 
Cry, but avenge their 1 28 Thall is a remark - 
able Text, 1 Theſ. iv. 6. That no Man go beyond 
and defraud his . in any Matter, becauſe the 
LoxD is the | Avenger} of all fuch, This well 
ixix$-, Avenger, is but once more uſed in the 
New-Teftament, Rom. xiii. 4. And there it is ap- 
ply'd to the Civil Magiſtrate, who is to ſee Exe. 
cution done upon Offenders. © But this is à Sin 
that ſometimes 'may be out of the Reach' of Man's 
Juſtice, and therefore Go himſelf will be their 
Avenger. You may over- power the Poor in this 
World, and it may be they cannot contend with 
you at Man's Bar, an God will Sing ie be» 
fore his Bar. | 


Ar Mb ee eee n will 
not let it eſcape without ſevere Puniſhment ſooner 
or later. The Prophet Habaktih, Chap. i. ver. 13. 
wondered how the holy Gop could forbear ſuch 
till the general Day of Reckoning, and that He 
did not take exemplary V ce on them in 
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engeance, 
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not I uſed their Labours without Reward, and fo 


their Neceſſities in the mean Time cried aloud | 


my Soul, examine thy ſelf upon theſe Particulars: 
Reſt not quiet, until this Guilt, be removed by 
the Application of the Blood of Sprinkling. Hath 
not the Lonp ſaid, James ii. 13. That they Jul 


314 4 New Compaſs for Seamen : 


then looke/t thou upon them that deal treacherouſh, 
and holaleſ thy Tongue when the IVicked devours th; 
Man that is more righteous than he? And, Prov. 
XXiti. 10, It. Enter not into the Fields of the Fa- 
therleſt, i. e. Of the poor and helpleſs. But why 
is it more dangerous violently. to invade their 
Right, than anothers? The Reaſon is added, For 
their Redeemer is mighty, and He ſhall plead their 
Cauſe with thee. It may be they are not able to 
retain a Counſel to plead their Gaule here ; there- 
fore God will plead their Cauſe for them. 


REFLECTION. 


Tuns in upon thy ſelf (O my Soul) and con- | 
ſider, Haſt thou not been guilty of this crying | 
Sin? Have I not (when a 49 — over- reached | 
and defrauded others, and filled my Maſter's | 


_ Houſe with Violence and Deceit ? And ſo brought 


myſelf under that dreadful Threatning, Zeph. 
i. 9. Or ſince 1 came to trade and deal upon 
mine own Account, have not the Ballances of 
Deceit been in my Hand? I have, (it may be) 
kept many in my Service and Employment; have 


am under that Woe ? Jer. xxii. 13. Or not given 
them Wages proportionable to their Work ? a. 
Iviii. 3. Or by bad Payment, and unjuſt Deduc- 
tions defrauded them of a Part of their Due! 
Mal. iii, 5. Or at leaſt, delayed Payment, out 
of a covetous Diſpoſition: to gain by it; | whilſt 


for it; and ſo ſinned againſt Gop's expreſs Com- 
man ls, Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. Levit. xix. 30. 0 


4 
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have Fadgment without Mercy, that have ſhewed no 
Mercy? And is it not a fearful Thing to fall into 
the Hands of the Living God, who Hath ſaid, He 

the Tings | 


CH AP. XXV. 
OBSERVATION. 


N Storms at Sea, the wiſe Navigator will not 
1 pread much Sail; that is the Way to loſe Mats 
and all; They uſe then to fur} up the Sails, and on 
a Hull, when not able to bear a Knot of Sail; 
elſe to lie a Try, or ſcud before the Wind and —4 
It is no Time then to hoiſt up the NOT and 


fſhew their mo 


APPLICATION.. 


Wurs the Judgments of God are abroad in the 
Earth, it is no Time then to make Mirth. It is a 
proyoking Evil]! And commonly Gop ſeverely 
puniſhes it. Of all Perſons, ſuch ſpeed worſe in 


the common Calamity, Amos vi. 1. He to them 


that ore at Eaſe in Sion, that are not grieved for the 
Afﬀiittions of Joſeph, as ver. 4. It may be (as one 
ſerves upon the Text) they did not laugh at him, 


but they did not condole with him. And what ſhall. 


be their Puniſhment? See ver. 7. Therefore now 
Hall they go Captive, with the firf! that go Captive : 
Gop will begin with them firſt. That is a terrible 


Text, 1/a.'xxii. 12. which ſhould make the Heart 
of ſuch as are guilty in this Kind to tremble : In 


that Day did the Lon of Hefts call to og ant. 


and to. — with Sackclath ; and behold, Foy an 
. Gladneſs, flaying Oxen, killing Sheep, drinking Wine. 
rn what" is the Iſſue of this? Surely, this Ini- 


Cc2 quity 
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guity ſhall net be purged frem you, "till you die. 

— ful Word! Fut, fe iy (ay Beechren) Symp 

is a Debt we owe to Ghrif Myſtical batever | 
our Conſtitution, or Condition be, yet when Gop 
calls for Mourning, we muſt hear and obey that 
Call. David was a King, an expert Muſician, a 
Man of a chearful Conftitution ; yet who more 
ſenſible of the Evil of thoſe Times, than he ? Ri- 
vers of Water ran down his Eyes at the Conſidera- 
tion of them. AMelantthon was — affected with the 
Miſeries of the Church in his Days, that he ſcem- 
ed to take little or no Notice of the Death of his 
2 whom he entirely loved. 


Kean 


kr prn then, O my Soul! for th 55 Levity an 
Inſenſibility under 2 o 's angry ente lan 
How many of the precious Sons and Daughters of 
Lie, lie in Tears abroad, While T have been 70u- 
 arifhing my Heart, as ina. Slunglrer? The 
= Vice — Gop bath cried 10 Cizy, and Men of 
| 1 bave beard its Voice; Mich. vi. 9. 
B —4— deaf to that Cry. How Joth (my 
Gop) have I been to urge my ſenſual Heart to 
Aa 00 Sorrow and Mourning: Thou haſt bid me 
,weep with them that weep, but my vain Heart 
cannot comply with ſuch Commands. Ah Loxp 
If I mourn not wich Sion, b e 
with 3 , 


ol were mine E opened, n 

ſenſible aud tender, I might fee Cauſe en to 

melt into Tears: And to lie weeping at the Fect 
of Chrift. Lonn, Fong egg dy this ? Shall [ 
2 when Thou art 1 Jan thy Children 
ing and trembling? Then I * juſtly fear, 

Le cen cy lj for Jy of Her e 
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— . 
O my Soul! Such Laughter will be turned into 
Mourning,” either here or hereafter, . 7 
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1 CHAP. XXVII. 
8 OBSERVATION. 


H E ſmalleſt Leak, if not timely diſcovered 
1 and ſtopt, is enough to fink a Ship of the 
| greateſt Burden : Therefore Seamen are wont fre- 
uently to try what Water is in the Hold; and if 
1 ey find it freſh, and increaſing upon them, they 
ey the Pump, and preſently ſet the Carpenters to 
ſearch for it and ſtop it; and till it be found, they 

„ aannot be quiet, | * 


4 ORBFPLECTION. 


waar ſuch a Leak is te 4 Ship, that is the 
I firalleft Sin neglected to the Soul; it is enoiigh to 
ruin it eternally. For as the greateſt Sin, diſcover'd, 


4 BY lamented, and forſaken by a Believer, cannot ruin 
50 him; ſo the leaſt Sin indulged, covered and con- 
nied at, will certainly prove the Deſtruction of 
che Sinner. No Sin, though never ſo ſmall, is tol- 
MA lerated by the pure and perfect Law of Gon, P.. 
o i ©'x- 99. The Command is exceeding broad; not 


et if it gave Men a Latitude to walk as they pleaſe, 
11 but broad, i. e. extending itſelf to all our Words, 
Thoughts, Actions, and Affections. Laying 2 
_ Law upon them all; conniving at no Evil in any 
p44 Man. man e ann CT AHLVIFEL IE. 
"i | * AxD 


And hide it: If my Heut were right, that Luſi 


gis A Nu Compaſs for Samen: 
AND as the Werd gives no Allowance for the 
Ms * . CENT Fm erity and 
prightneſs, to ſ Heart againſt every] W 
of Wickedneſs. And eſpecially againſt that Sin 
which was its Darling in the Days of his Vanity, 
True Hatred (as the Philoſopher obſerves) is of 
the whole Kind : He that hates Sin, as Sin, (and 
fo un every upright Soul) hates all Sins as well 
As 10Mme, * © : G 


AGAIN, the Soul that hath had a ſaving Sight 
of Jeſus ri, a true Diſcovery of the Evil of 
Sin, in the Glaſs both of the Law and Goſpel, 
can account no Sin ſmall. He knows the Demo- 
rit of the ſmalleſt Sin is God's eternal Wrath, 
and that not the leaſt Sin can be remitted, with · 
out the Application of the Blood of Chriſt, which 
Blood is of infinite Value. 


OO REPLECTION. 


AND is the ſmalleft Sin not only damning in its | 
own Nature, but the Ruin of that Soul that covers 
it? Then let my Spirit accompliſh a diligent Search. 
Look to it, O my Soul! That no Sin be indulged 
by thee. Set theſe Copſiderations as ſo many flam - 
ing Swords in the Way of thy carnal Delights: 
Let me never ſay of any Sin, as Let did of Zoar, 
It is a little one, ſpare it. Shall I ſpare that which 
coſt the Blood of Jeſas Chriſt ? The: Lox would 
not ſpare Him, When. He made his Scu an Offering 
fer Sin, Neither will He ſpare. me, if I defend 


whatever i be, that is ſo favoured by me, would 
eſpecially beabhorred and hated. Whatever my Con- 
victions and Reformations have been, yet if there 
be but one Sin retained and delighted in, this keeps 
the Devil's Intereſt ſtill in my Soul: And 2 
444 22 Lime, 
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Time, he ſeem to depart, vet at laſt: be will 


return with ſeven worſe Spirits, and this Sin 
will open to him, and deliver up my Soul. Loxy, 
let me make a thorough Work of it: Let me cut 
it off, and pluck it out, though it be as a Right 
Hand, or Eye. Shall I come ſo near the Kingdom 
of God, and make ſuch a fair Offer for ft, 
and yet ſtick 'at a ſmall Matter, and loſe all for 
Want of one Thing? -LokD, let me ſhed the B 
of the deareſt Sin, for his Sake n 
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8 OBSERVATION. 


HOUGH in moſt Parts of the World ”_ 
Winds are variable, and / ſometimes blow 


enten Point of the Compaſs, by Reaſon 


whereof, ſailing is low and dangerous; yet upon 
the Equinoctial, Seamen meet with a Trade- wind, 
blowing for the moſt Part one Way; and there they 
fail jocund before it, and ſcarce need to Go 


1 . 18 1 
I SPPLICATION. 2 
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1 the Peopl 
ſeeming Rubs in their W to Heaven, Which are 
like contray Winds 10s Ship; yet are they from 
the Day of their Converſionh, to the Day of their 
8 Salvation, never out of a Trade- Winden 

e 2. % incu Er 
1 ing: 


320 A New Compaſs for Seamen': 


| Things work together , for Good, to them that lee 
Gov. This is a moſt precious Scripture, pregnant 
with Conſolation, to all Believers in all Conditions, 
Let us look alittle nearer to it. Fg ART 


ne know) Mark the Certainty and Evidence 
of the Propoſition, which is not built upon a Guess, 
but upon Knowledge. Ve hnow it, and that 
partly by divine Revelation, Gop has told us ſo; 
and partly by our own Experience, we had it fo. 


(That all Things) Not only Things that lie ina 
natural and direct Tendency to our Good ; as-Or- 
dinances, Promiſes, Bleſſings, but even ſuch Things 
as have no natural Fitneſs to ſuch an End; as Aft- 
flictions, Temptations, Deſertions. All theſe help 

onward: They 8 


irt together) Not all cf them directly, and 
of their own Nature, but by being overcruled to 
fuch an Iſſue by the gracious Hand of Gop : Nor 
yet do they work out ſuch Good to us, ſingly and 
apart, but as adjuvant Cauſes or Helps, working in 
See the ſupreme Cauſe of our Happi- 


Tun moſt ſeeming oppoſite Things, yea Sin 
itſelf, which in its own Nature is really oppoſite to 
their Good, yet eventually contributes to ĩt. Aflic- 
tions and Deſertions ſeem to work againſt us; but 
being once put into the Rank and Order of Cauſes, 
they work together with ſuch bleſſed Inſtruments, 
as the Word and Prayer, to an happy Iſſue. And 
though the Face of dheſe Things, that thus agree 
and work together, look contrary Ways; yet there 
be, as it were, ſecret Chains and Connections of 
Providence betwixt them, to unite them in their 
Iſue. These may be —— © 
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Things that croſs, as well as in that which pleaſes 
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about one Work, and yet not communicate Coun- 
ſels, or hold Intelligence with each other. Foſeph's 
Brethren, the Midianiles, Potiphar, knew not one 
another's Mind, nor aimed at one End, {much 
les the End that Gon brought, about by them :) 
One acts out of Revenge, another for Gain, a third 
out of Policy, yet all meet together at laſt, in that 
Iſſue Gop had deſigned to bring about by them, 
even Jeſeph's Advancement. Even fo it is here, 
Chriſtian, there be more Inſtruments at Work for 
thine eternal Good, than thou art aware of. 


REFEBCTION, 


CHEAR up then, O my Soul, and lean upon this 
Pillar of Comfort in all Diſtreſſes. Here is a Pro- 
miſe for me, that, like the Philoſopher's Stone, 
turns all into Gold it toucheth. This Promiſe is 
5 Security, however Things go in the World. 

y Gop will do me no Hurt, Jer. xxv. 6. Nay, 
He will do me Good by every Diſpenſation. O that 
I had but an Heart to make all Things werk for his 
Glory, that thus cauſeth every Thing for my Good. 
My Gop, daſt Thou turn every Thing to my Ad- 
vantage? O let me return all to thy Praiſe; and 
if by every Thing Thou work my eternal Gopd, 
then let me in every Thing give Thanks. 


Bur ah ho fooliſh and ignorant have I been? 
Even as a Beaſt before Thee. How hath my Heart 
been difquieted, at thy Diſpenſations, when they 
have croſſed my Will | Not confidering that my 
Gop faithfully purſues my Good, even in thoſe 
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+ WHAT a bleſſed Condition are all thy hy in? 
All Things friendly and beneficial to them, _ 
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"helpful, Enemies helpful, every Thing conſpiring 
and conducing to their: H+ppineſs. With others it 
is not ſo; Nothing works for their Good, nay, 
every Thing works againſt it: Their very Mercies 
are Snares, and their Proſperity deſtroys them, Prov, 
i. 32. Even the bleſſed Goſpel itſelf is a Savour of 
Death to them: When Evil befals them, it is ar 
*only Evil, Ezek. vii. 5. that is, not turned into 
| to them; and as their Evils are not turned 
into Good, ſo all their Good is turned into Evil, 
As this Promiſe hath an Influence upon all the En- 
joyments of the Wicked. O my Soul, bleſs the 
more who hath caft thy Lot into ſuch a pleaſant 
Place, and given thee ſuch a glorious Heritage. 
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5 IN fair Weather, when there is Sea · room enough, ff © 
1 every common Perſon can E the Ship, tbe the 
6 Pilot may then lie down and take his Reſt; but in W ma 


great Storms and Streſs of Weather, or when near I lit. 
the dangerous Shoar, then the moſt ſkilful Pilot i; din 
put to it: Then he ſhews the utmoſt of his Art, Co 
and yet ſometimes all is too little. They are at ſon 
their Wits End, know not what to do more, but bra 
* 2 to commit all to the Mercy of Gon and Put 
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* 


APPLICATION. 


| In the Storms of Affliction there are the moſt 
evident and full, Diſcoveries of the Wiſdom and 
Power of our Gos: It is indeed continually active 
for his People in all Conditions. Pfal. cxxi. 4. 
He that keepeth Iſrael, neither flumberethnor fleepeth. 
His People's Dangers are without Intermiffion, 
therefore his Preſervations are ſo too. But, when 
they come into the Streights of deadly Dangers, 
which threaten like Rocks on every Side; the Wif- 
dom of their Gop rides triumphantly and viſtbly 
upon the Waves of that ſtormy Sea. And this in- 
finite Wiſdom is then efpecially diſcovered in theſe 
Particulars. „ . 


1. In leaving them ſtill ſomewhat in the Room 
of thoſe Comforts that they are deprived of; fo that 
they ſee Gon doth exchange their Comforts, and 
that for the better; and this ſupports them. 80 
John xiv. 1, 2, 3. Chriſt's bodily Preſence is re- 
moved, but the Spirit was ſent in the Room ot it, 
which was better. Es | 


2. In doubling their Strength, as He doubles 
their Burdens. It is obſerved, that Believers have 
many Times very ſtrong and ſweet Conſolatione, a 
little. before their greateſt Trials: And this is fo or- 
dinary, that when they have had extraordinary 
Conſolations from Gov, they have then looked for 
ſome eminent Trial. The Loxp appeared to 4 
braham, and ſealed the Covenant to him, and then 
put him upon that great Trial of his Faith. So 
Paul had firſt his Revelations, then his Buffetings; 


3. It coming in ſo opportunely in the Time of 


their Diſtces, with Relief and Comfort, 1 Pet. iv! 
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There; for He will fit by the Furnace Himſelf all 
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14. Then the Spirit of Glory, and of God reſttth 
on them. As that 1 cried out to his Friznd 
Auftin, at the very Stake, He is come, He is come. 


4. In appointing and ordering the ſeveral Kinds 
of Afflictions, and alotting to every one, that very 
Affliction, and no other, which is moſt ſuitable to 
his Condition: Which Afflictions, like ſo many 
Potions of Phyſick, are prepared for that very ma- 
lignant Humour that predominates in them. Peter's 
Sin was Self- confidence, Gon permits him to fall 
by denying Chriff : Which doubtleſs was ſanctified 
to his Good, in that Particular. Hezetiab's Sin was 
Led ke Therefore Spoilers are ſent to take 
away his Treaſures. 15 PTD 


5. Ix the Duration of their Troubles; they 
ſhall not lie always upon them. Our God is a 
Gop of judgment, Ja. xxx. 18. He knows the 


due Time, of removing it, and is therein punctual 


to a Day, Rev, ii. 10. 


4 


"REFLECTION. 


x the Wiſdom of Gop do thus triumph 
in the Diſtreſſes of his People, then why ſhould ! 
fear in the Day of Evil ! Why doth my Heart faint 


at the Foreſight of approaching Trouble? Fear 


none of thoſe Things that thou thalt ſuffer, O my 
Soul! If thy Gop will thus be with thee in the 
Fire and Water, thou canſt not periſh. Though 
I. walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
yet let me fear no Evil, whilſt my Gon is with 
e. Creatures cannot do what they pleaſe, his 
iſdom limits and over-rules them all, to graci- 
aus Ends. If my Gop caſt me into the Furnace, 
to melt and try me, yet I ſhall not be conſumed 
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the while, ob ing when it hath done its Work, 
and chen will preſendly withdraw the Fire, O my, 
Soul, bleſs and adore this Gop, of Wiſdom! Who 
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x 


| Himſelf will fee the Ordering of all thine Afic- 


tions, and not truſt it in the Hands of Men or 
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HE Ocean is ſo deep that no Eye can dif. 
cover what lies in the Bottom thereof. We 
uſe to ſay proverbially of a Thing that is irreco- 
verably loſt, I is as good it were caſt into the Sea. 
What lies there, lies obſcure from all Eyes, but 
the Eye of Gop. | 


Tuus are the Judgments of Gop, and the 
Ways of his Providence, profound and unſearch- 
able, P/. xxxvi. 16. Thy Righteouſneſs ts like the 
great Mountains, and thy Judgments are_a great 
Deep : i. e. His Providences are ſecret, obſcure, 
and unfathomable ; but even then and in thoſe. 
Providences his Righteouſneſs ſtands up like the 
peat Mountains, viſible and apparent to every 
ye. Theſe Wheels of Providence are dreadful 
for their Height, Exel. i. 18. There be d 
Myſteries of Providence, as well as of Faith. It 
may be faid of ſome of them, as of St. Paul's 
Epiſtles, that they are hard to be underfioad. Dark- 
Vor. h LS — Pd A neſs 
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riefs and Clouds are round abqaut the Throne of 
Gop: No Man can ſay what will be the particu- 
lar Event of ſome of his Diſpenfations. Lurber 
ſeemed to hear Gon * him, when he was 
importunate to know his Mind in ſbme particular 
Providence, I am. a GoD net to be traced. Some 
Providences, like Hebrew Letters, muſt be read 


_ backward, \P/alm-xcii. 7. Some Providences aſe 


Men df the greateft Parts and Graces. "Hits 

is in the Sea, his Paths in the great Waters, and 
his Foot-ſteps are not RC pry 19. Who 
can trace Foot-ſteps in the Bottom of the Sea ? 
There be ſome of Gop's Works that are ſuch Se- 
crets as that they.may-not be enquired into; they 
are to be believed and adored, but not pryed into, 
Nom. xi. 33. Others that may bees Acer; 


dut yet are ſo profound that few can underſtand 


them. When we come to Heaven, then all thoſe 
Myſteries, as well in the Works, as in the W 
of God, will lie open to our Viex. 


Gre 248 £4} 
REFLECTION. 


THEN why is my Heart difquieted, becauſe it 
cannot ſometimes diſcern the Way of the Logo, 
and the Connection of his Seiden Di penſa 
tions? Why art thou ſo perplexed, O my Soul, 
at the Confuſions and Diſorders that are in the 
World! Lknow that Goodneſs and Wiſdom fits 
at the Stein: And tho? the Veſſel of the Church 
be toſſed and diſtreſſed in Storms bf Trouble, yet 
it ſhall not periſh, Is it not enough for me, that 
God hath condeſcended ſo far for my Satisfaction 
as to ſhew me-plainly the general Iſſue of all cheſe 
myſterious Proyidences, unleſs I be able to take 
the Height of every Particular ? Shall I preſume to 
call the Gon of Heayen to Account ?. Muſt fle 
render a Reaſon of bis Ways, and Sie an Ac- 
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count 


2 e == + A 


count of I to ſuch a n ad ca? 

Be filent, O my Soul, before the Lon p; ſubſcribe 

to bis Wiſdom, and ſubmit to his Will, whatfo- 
ever He doth. However it be, yet Gon is good 
10 Iſrael;. the Event will manifeſt it to be all over 
a Deſign of Love, I kuo not bow to reconcile 
them to each other, or many of them to the Pro- 
miſe; yet are they all harmonious betwixt them- 
ſelves,” and the certain Means of accompliſhing 
the Promiſes; O what a Favour is this, that in 
the Midſt of the greateſt Confuſions in the World, 
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Bur tho the Sea hath received ſo — — 
ſand Bodies of Mien into itz gevouring | 
vet is it not the abſalute Lord! or —— = | 
them, but gather a Steward intruſted with them, | 
'till the Lon p require an Account of them: and | 
. muſt rr it hatk — 
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Neu. xx. 11; 12. And I faw the Dead, ſmall ani 
great, Aland before Gop : Aud the Boks were en 
; and another Book was opened, which is the Bool 
| 2 Life 5 aud the Dead tere fudged out of” thoſe 
bings which were written in the Boots, accordini 
70 —— _y — up the Deed whit 
were is st. N 20 Nn 


Tur Docrine « of the ReſutreQion « of who Body, 
is a Doctrine full of Conſclations to Believers, and 
moſt-clearly afferted in Scripture. - And it is well 
For us this Point is ſo plainly revealed ; becauſe, 
as it is a moſt comſottable Iuth to the People 6f 
God, ſo there is ſcarce any Truth that lies under 
more Prejudice as to Senſe or Reaſon, and is more 

difficult to receive than this is. And indeed, if 
Mien ſet up Reaſon as the only] Jody e of ſuperna- 
tural Things ard tha bath pk that a Body 
ſhould be 5, that hath been og. to Aſhes, 
and thoſe he s ſcatte inte Pie * Hiſtory 
tells us wi f den 3-8 „s Reign! 
Or when — in the Sea, jones or 4 
y ſeveral Fiſhes, and thoſe” again devoured by 
others. But this is not to be objected to the 
mighty Power of Gon, 'that 15 them their fi 
Being. Diffculties and e — are for Men, 
dut not for Him. e Bt & Thin 
"mer eefible” cid Jt that Go raiſe th 
Dead ? SUR » D181 


V REFLECTION... 


Ap muſt I ite «pai; whefever iny Body! fall 
at Death? Then, Loxy;' how am I concerned to 
know Chriſt while I live? By Virtus thereof only 
my Reſurtection can be made comfortable to me. 
Let my Body lie where it will, in Earth or Sea: 
Lee * be "Reedy and Fleſh _— 
by 
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by Worms or Fiſh, I know Thou canſt and wilt 

reunite my ſcattered Parts; and in this Body I | 

muſt ſtand before thine awful Tribunal, to 5 
according to what I have done therein. Thou | 

that commandedſt me to ſtand forth meongy ſt the | 

nobleſt Rank) of Creatures, when I bad no 

and ſaweſt my Subſtance, bein * ro Bing 


canſt as eaſily reduce me to that Ng. again. 


WHAT tho' Reaſon vote 3 impoſſible, and 
Senſe incredible? Tho? all theſe Difficulties grow 
upon my Faith, yet I know'my Body is not loſt 
for ever : The Sound of thy Trumpet ſhall awa- 
ken me; and t U Power, to which all 

le, 
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O ont, Tubes gel ſhall Rand i in b ges 
Aſſembly, when Multitudes, even all the 
and Daughters of Adam ſhall appear together. O 
If I die 5) it were Good for me that there 
were no Reſurrection: For then thoſe Eyes that 
have been Windows of Luſts, muſt bebold 2 Chr: 
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Ia aww as a Redeemer, but as aReve 4 
3 of my = Hoek. will then be ſtruck. Speech» 

leſs before Him; and this Fleſh,, which I ſo e 
hag condemned to everlaſting gar 2 
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If I now am really united with. HE 
awake with Singing out of the Duſt: 
as Thou ſaidſt to Jacob, ſay to me, when = | gy 
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et if they. hive Sea- Room enough, th 


not EP . but if they find the es 
near the Shore, they look upon Their Condition as 
very dangerous. The Sight of the Shore is to them 
fas Solomon ſpeaks of the Fro ing in another Caſe) 
hke the Shadow of Death, if not able to weather 
it. For one Ship ſwallowed. . in . ns 


eee Goa. icing. 


4 1 


APPLICATION: 


— Tur W 00 Difficulties that many meet with 
in all their Lives, is when they have aloft finiſhed 
their Courſe. © Heaven indeed is a Jorious Place, 
_ the fpacious Manfion of the great Xing ; but it 
hath 'a ait and narrow Entrante. 05 the Diff. 


culty of arriving there? What earneſt Contention 
and = ira bo even to an gony, as that Wor 
uke xiii. 24. Multitudes put forth, 


Profeflion are bound for this, far Haven; ; 
but of the Multitudes that put out, how few arrive 
there ? A Man may ſet out by a glori6us Profef- 
fion, with much Reſolution, and continue long 
therein ; he may offer very fair for it, and not be 


far from the Kingdom of God, and yet not be 


able to enter at the laſt. 
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IEA, and many of thoſe; who are ficeas. in 
their Profeſſion, and do arrive at laſt, yet come to 
Heaven (as I may ſay) by the Gates of Hell; and 
put in, as a poor -beaten. Veſſel comes in- 
to the Harbour, more like a Wreck than a Ship 
nor Maſt nor Sail left. The Righteous themſelves 


are ſcarcely ſaved; i. e. they are ſaved with much 


Difficulty: They have not all an abundant Extrancls 
AS the Agoſto ſpeaks, . 22 Ben h II. 1 . 3x4 


Sor Perſons (az one noon), 3 Eph. 
4. 23. i. e. touched wih no Care of Religian. Sen 
came near, but newer enter; ds Si. Others 
enter, but with great Difficulty ;: they are ſaved 1as 

Fire; make an hard Shi 5 


an abundant Entrance; they go triumphing aut of the 
Warld. When we come into the narrow Channel, 
at the very Point of Entrance into Life, the Soul 
is then in the moſt ſerious Frame, all Things look 
with a new Face. Conſcience ſcans our Evidence 


moſt critically 11 then alſo Catan falls upon us, an 


makes his ſoreſt Aſſaults. It is the laſt Encounter; 
if they eſcape him now, they, are gone out of his 
Reach for ever: And if he cannot hinder their Sal- 
vation, yet if he can but cloud their Evening, he 
reaches another End by it, even to confirm and 
prejudice the Wicked, and weaken the Hands of 


others that are looking towards Religions. V 
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REFLECTION. | 


Ix this be ſo; how inevitable is my pail | 


may the careleſs Soul ſay? Ft Arie fo muck, 
and go ſo fur, yet peri. uf; ang i the Right 
tut themfelves are 5 Aa 
ſuch a Creature as I ae 0 OE db; * 

have made n their Buſineſs, and have aaa few 


many 


But then there bt 
that go with full Sail before the Wind, and have 
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many Vears purſuing a Work of Mortification, 
have gone mourning after the Loyd Jesus; * 


if ſome of them have ſuch hard Work atlaſt, what 


will become of fuck a-fenfual, Gre Wee as [ 
have been? A291 i a ” THE; 2 09 
T2409! eh 256073 24 1 WV 14 

Acai, Do true Chriſtians fad it fs Grat 3 10 
— $5 Then, though I have well- grounded 
Hopes of ſafe Arrival at laſt; yet let me look to it, 
that I do not increaſe the Difficulty. They are the 


Thinge that are now done or omitted, that put 
Conſeience into ſuch an Agony 


then; ſor chen it 
comes to review the Lie with the "moſt ſerious 
Eye. O let me not ſtick my Death-bed' full of 
Ter ug inſt I come to lie down upon it! 0 
n. to the Wall in that Hour, as He. 
225 6 2 Kings xx. 2, 3. and ſay, Remember 
aow, O Lon, I have RT og in Tar 
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. Then N turn out.of dhęn Cabbins, and 
pen Deck with much Joy. Nas ther 
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_ eee 
Bur O, what tranſcendent Joy will over-run 
the Hearts of Saints, when after ſo many Conflicts, 
Temptations, and Afflictions, they arrive in Gl 
ry, and are harbour'd in Heaven, where they 

reſt for eber? The Scripture ſaith, They Hall ſing 
the Seng ef Moſes, and of the Lamb, Rev. xv. 3. 
The Song of Moſes was à trĩiumphant Song, com. 
poſed for the Celebration of that glorious Delive- 
rance at the Red. Sca. We are now fluftuating 
upon a troubleſome and tempeſtuous Sea; our 
Hearts ſomemmes ready to: ſink and die within us, 
at the Apprehenſion of ſo many and great Dangers 
ind Difficulties. Many a hard Storm we ride out, 
and many Straits and Troubles we here encounter 
with; but at laſt we arrive at the deſired and le 

Qed) Haven, and then Heaven reſounds wi 

joyful Acclamations: And how can ĩt be otherwiſe 
hem as f6bn as ever we ſet Foot' upon that glel. 
rious Shore, a H erty heres — receives 
with a Come ys lie ſol f my Farber? Matt. xxvi 
O joyful Voice! O —— deſired Word! W 
Tribulation would not a Man undergo for this 
Word Sake lvoe? rin O none ou $4189 
MA Aeon Yo, eo arbor wady arias won 
O WHA 3 this de! e If (aich u 
worthy Divine) Diagerds died away with an Ex- 
ceſs of Joy, - whilſt he embraced his three 8onο that 
were crowned as Victors in the Olympitt Games 
in one Day: And good old Simeon, when he' fav 
Crit: but in a. Body ſubject tol the Inſirmities r 
our Natures, cried out, Noto let tiy Servant depart 
in Peace +\ What unſpeakable Joy will ie be to the 
daints td behold Chriſt-in his Gſory, and ſee their 
Relations alſo, (to whoſe Converſion, perhaps, tx 
have been inſtrumental) all crowned in one Da 
Diadems l And if the Stars did 


( 


W771 


(as Ignatius ſaith) make a Ohoir, as it were, about 
that Star that appeared at Cs Tncarnation, and 
there be ſuch Joy in Heaven at the Converſion of 
aiSinnert No Wonder then, the Morning · Stars 
feng together; amd the Sons: of Gap t for Foy, M 
— p mict ir Heaven... 'O how Bl 7* 
will the Arches of Heaven ring and eccho, when il "* 
the high Praiſes of God ſhall be in the Mouth of F 
ſuch a Congregation! Then ſhall the Saints be 
joyful in Glory, and ſing aloud upon their Beds oſ 
5 r; n Me oath 


everlaſting Reit. 
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7 And is. there ſuch  D approaching for the 
Sons of Gon indeed ti Aud have N. eben) to cal 
—.— the Number l O then let me nat 


lat preſent Diſficulties, nor hang down m 
Lands when Iimeet wih Hardſhips in the Way. 
my Soul, What 4 joyful Dey will this be! At 
ent we are toſſed upon ah Ooenn of: Troubles 
| | the Twectetle | dA uin { 1550 0 e404 IJ 
zi 203 rn ns s 08-higow n T 
CHEAR up then, O my Soul, y Satie 
mow nearer, than when thou firſt belicuedſi, Rom. 
Fi, 21. And it will not now cheJongregerhrecoive 

266 End of my; Faith andaben it wil be ſweet 1 
geſſect cyen:uponitheſe Hardſhips) inithe he's Ye 


A few Days more, and then cumes that ble — 14 
thou haſt, ſo long waited and panted for. e 


be Som of that Dey, O my Soul, to thy preſent IN N 
ufer ingss and thou ſhalt io: hawe>itomill iriok dy 


hem all wp(ta Nothing. | Oppoſe the Inheritance 28 
hau ſhalt receive in that Day to thy Loſſes: for 1 
a 


Clhrif now and ſee bow joyflully it will make thee 
hear them. (Oppoſe, the Honour that will be put II kn 
uon thee im that Day, * "ea 
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Inheritance) 135 and e the Life 'of 
Heaven upon ly 


c »». ͥ⁰m⁰ m . ] 


Or, Navigalion"Piritializ'd. 335 
i ſee hv eaſy it will make thee.” Wat Cont 
dition can I be in, wherein the believing T Ph ughts 
of this bleſſed! Day cannot reheve me? 19 

| E (i 4; 3 

OR L poor? Heros thay which aher 5 
Janet iü. 5. Hearken, my \beloved: Brethren, ba 
nt GOD chen thr Pot , this An. rich” 
n ard. I wel Kingtomp Eb 

| a wt 34 4 © Oz WE hn x8; 5 50 1 

At Trempred? Hebedls Retidh again thai, Rev: 
xii. 10. Veto it come Salvation and mak 7 
the e of 0 our DYeveren 15 aff ' down," 


Ax 1 deſerteh?: Wo UN wor hüt tou 


0 ON 6 * s 10 N. ig : | 


Have now 0 * am looking to meren 
for a Bleſſing upon theſe weak Labours: What 
ſe you will make of them, I know not; but this | 
I know, that the Day is coming, . ro pes: | 
reckort with you for this, and other Helps and 
Means afforded to you: And if it be not improved | 
by you, de ſure; wilt be produced as a Witrieſs 
againſt you. Sirs, I beg you in the Name oſ Oris, 
before whom both you and I muſt ſhortly appear, 
that you receive not theſe Things in vain, Did 
know -what other Jawful Means to uſe, thut might | 
ett Hearts, they ſhould not be in vain to 6 
you; | 
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you; but I cannot do Gon's Part oſ the Work, 
nor yours. Only I requeſt. you all, both Maſter, 
common Men, and all others, into whoſe Hangs 
this ſhall come, that you will lay to Heart what 
you read; 8 that hath the Keys of the 

ou/e of David, that openeth and no Man, fhutteth; 
to open your Hearts to give Entertainment to theſe 
Truths. Alas I if you apply it not to ourſelves, 
J have laboured to no Purpoſe, the 5. 


en of the 
Scribe is in vain; But Gop may make ſuch an Ap. 
plication of them, in one Stream or other, as may 
make your Hearts to tremble. O Sirs, when 
Death and Eternity look you in the Face, Con- 
ſcience / may reflect upon theſe: Things, to your 
Horror and Amazement, and make you; cry out, 
as Prov. v. 12, 13. How have I hated "Knowledge, 


and my Heart deſpiſed Reproof ? And have nat obeyed 
Ihe Voice of my Teacher, nor inclined my Ears to them 
that mftrufted me? And O what a dreadful Shrick 
will ſuch Souls give, when the Lok b opens their 
Eyes, to ſee that Miſery thas they are here warned 
oll But if the Lory. thall bleſs theſe Things to 

our Converſion, then we may ſay to you, as 
Moſes did to Zeb lu, the Mariner's Tribe, Deut. 
XXXiii.. #2. Rejcice, Zebulun, in thy going out, 
The Loxp will be with you which Way ſoever 
you turn yourſelves z and you are ſaſe in the Midft 
of all Dangers. | O Thou that art the Father of 
Spirits, that formedſt, and canſt eaſily reform the 
Heart, open Thou the blind Eye, unſtop the deaf 
Ear, let the Word take Hold upon the Heart: {t 
. — but ſay the . theſe wy x 
| oſper, to bring Home many loſt Souls unto 
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x Sam. XXV. 3; 33 714. WF; David ſaid to Abi. "| 
gail, Bleſſe * the Lonp Go of Iſrael, 0 
7% ent 7 1 this Day to meet me. And 0 
bleſſed be thy Advice, and bleſſed be thou; bn 


haſt kept me this Day from coming to ſhed 
Blood, r 0 
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